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Bangladesh Navy A became
the first team to qualify for the
semifirals of the 1992 Victory
Day basketball tournament
beating Dhaka Winners Club by
76 points to 53 in the Group D
final at the Outer Stadium
wooden-floor gymnasium yes-
terday .

Defending national volley-
ball champions Navy led the
first session 37-22.

I’ K Goswami with 35 points
did most of the scoring for the
saflors while Huda chipped in
with eight points. Baby notc-
hed up 16 points and Imon 12
for Dhaka Winners.

Navy will play the Group B
champions in the semifinals on
December 15.

Bangladesh Army “Reds”
trounced Bangladesh Rifles by
109 points to 67 earlier in the
alternoon at the same venue.

Army led 48-39 at hall-
time.

Rahim with 27 points and
igbal with 18 were the leading
scorers for the soldiers while
Aminul and Feroz caged 21
and 17 points respectively for

will play Bangladesh Air Force
in the Group C final today al
3:30 pm.

NATL BASKETBALL

Meanwhile, the 16th na-
tion. - basketball championship
ur the BGIC Cup '92 under the
acgis of the Bangladesh
Amateur Basketball Federation
will begin from December 19.

This year's national cham-
pionship, included as one of
2] sports in the fﬂl’tl‘u‘.‘ﬂmin%
fifth .Bangladesh Games, wil
feature 14 teams in four gro-
ups. They are reigning cham-
pions Bangladesh Navy,
Bakerganj, Sylhet and Rajshahi
in Group A ; last national run-
ners-up Dhaka University,
Bangladesh Police, Brahman-
baria and in Group
B . Bangladesh Army, who

finished third in the 15 th
natienal, Khulna and Bang-
ladesh Air Force are in Group
C while Bangladesh Rifles,
Chandpur and Bangladesh
University of Engineering and

Technology are in Group D.

PARIS, Dee 12:
You could lgve
him or hate him,
admire or deride

~uld never ignore
Ym — John McEnro€, writes

AFT,

Fittingly for a man of so
many contradictions he
brought the curtain down on
his le 15-year career at
the Grand Cup in Munich
this week.

And no soconer had the
cheers died away after losing
lo Croatia’'s Goran Ivanisevic
than he admitied he was hav-
ing second thoughts about re-

uring

has never been
onc of McEnroc's strengths.
Sometimes he has even
lo survive the same press con-
ference without contradicting
himself.

McEnroe had once de-
scribed the multi-milllon dol-
lar tournament in Munich as
"obscene” and vowed he would
never take part in an event

Bul the l.hm-uu;rl Wim-
bledon and four-times United
States n

take the moncy .~

McEnroe's sudden changes
ol mood, noterious clashes
with oflicialdom and magical
louch-tennis had always guar-
anteed box -office sucoess.

" have been

Sports Reporter

The four group champions
will play in the semifinals.

All necessary arrangements
to make this

ycar's national championship a

SUCCCSS.,

Action from the

...............

ay basketball championship

B e el
Navy cagers sail into semis

Dhaka University, who have
not been practising much may
find it difficult to make this
year's final.

The tournament will begin
on Degember 19 at 8:30 am
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match between Bangladesh Rifles and Bangladesh Army
Reds at the Outer Stadium wooden-floor gym yesterday.
Bangladesh Army Reds won the match 109-67.

Although 14 teams will be
vying for the coveted title,
reigning champions Navy, run-
ners-up Dhaka University and
the two semilinalists of last
year — Army and Rifles — are
likely to dominate the show.

Navy will definitely start as

the l[avourites while Army are
likely to pose the biggest
threat to the champions.

Love him, hate him...don't you ignore him!
—

portedly on the rocks but he
refuscd te comment on either
his private life or be pinned
down about his exact future

- = —

Apart from making it clear
that he wanted Tom Gorman's

job as captain of the United
States Davis Cup team, he had
remained vague about his fu-
ture.

"l don't like the idea ol go-
ing around tournamenis one

last Lime and getting a whole
lot of gifts or whatever,” he
admitted after his remarkable
triumph at this year's Wim-
bledon were he defied the
pundits o reach the singles
semifinal and the win the dou-
bles crown with Michael Stich

1 know | can still make a

play.” he said

McEnroe's quest for per
fection has s dominated
his attitude to game. And

JOHN McENROE ... is it the end of the road?

— Star photo

but the formal inaugural cere-
mony will be held later in the

day at 4:30 pm.

A managers' meeting of the |

participating teams was held
on Derember 7.

Bangladesh General
[nsurance Company Ltd (BGIC)
will sponsor the champi-

onship.

When he was beaten b};
Ricarde Ycaza of Ecuadeor in
the final of the WCT's World

g

Junier Championsh
mediately
“too emotional” to &
the highest level.
But at the 1977 Wimbledon
the 18-year-old New Yorker
sent shock waves through the
tennis world by becoming the
first qualifier 1o reach the sin-

o b -'-"';.'3 g HEE

gles semifinal. And once there
he even had the audacity to
Lake a set off Jimmy Connors.

From that moment Lhe suc-
cesses f[lowed and the
tantrums took over.

He began the Stiella Artois
event with a simmering row
and refused to start playing
when umpire Dick Lumb
lurned down his request for
“ten more warm-up serves.”

His opponent that day was
? Amritraj. The Indian, one

horrified and some years later
he confided: “If | have o be
like McEnroe to be the world
number one then | don't want
to be the world number one.”

The Wimbledon everybody
remembers for his “pits of the
carth” outburst came in 198]
when he ended Bjorn Borg's
five-year region

Quite how he cscaped dis
qualification on his way to the
tide remains a mystery e was
at war with eflicials, .

‘the "Superbrat” image

game's gentiemen, was |

Army, BAF, Navy,
BDR spikers in
semifinals

ladesh Army will play Bang-
ladesh Air Force while last
national runners-up Bang-
ladesh Navy will take on
Bangladesh Rifles in the semi-
finals of the BGIC 16th national
volleyball championship this
alternoon at the Outer Stadium

volleyball court.

Army, Navy, Air Force and 1 L

Rifles emerged as their re-

spective group champions by .

winning their matches yester-
day at the same venue.

Army outplayed Tangail 15-
5, 15-3, 15-1;. Air Force elimi-
nated Police 15-2, 15-2, 16-6;
Navy drubbed Rajshahi
University 16-3, 15-5, 15-7
and Rifles outclassed Rangpur
15-7, 15-1 and 15-2 in the
men's fixtures yesterday.

In the women's event, al-
though defending champions
Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC) have al-
ready secured a berth in the
semifinals, the other three
teams will be known after two
matéthes to be held today
starting at eight in the morn-

In yesterday's two matches,
last s runners-up Rangpur
beat Dinajpur 15-5, 10-15, 15-
12, 15-7 while  Dinajpur later
went on to beat Rajbart 9-15,
9-15, 15-10, 15-13, 15-13.

Narayangan] will play

h Ansars and Khulna
will clash with Rajbari in the
two women's group matches
this moming. :

The women's semifinals will
be held today at 5.30 pm al the
Outer Stadium volleyball court.

N'ganj chess ends

Sports Reporter

Md Sharif Hossain Mitton of
Moshgul Mahfil Club and
Subrata Chandra Shaha of
Dhaka Mohakhali Pradip
Sangha with 13 points each

emerged as joint champions in
the Mazum invitational chess

competition which concluded

recently at the Baburial

Mashgul Mahfil Club in

Narayanganj, says press re-
£. :

threc successes at the world's
most famous tournament, was
further soured when he took
his feud with o
slep further and failed to sow
up at the traditional champi-
ons' dinner.

As the fines and suspen-
sions continued to mount up,
stuck.

Despite regular and often
vehement promises to mend
his ways, McEnroe remained
dogged by controversy.

As late as 1990 {l: earncd
the crowning insult when he
was disqualified from the
Australian Open in the fourth
round — and the following year
he had to pay over 10,000
pounds in fines alter abusing
photographers at the French
Open nncrth:n letting rip with
a tirade of four letter words at
a line judge at Wimbledon.

McEnroe's best year was
1984. He won B2 of 85
matches and produced a ruth-
less victory over Jimmy
Connors in the Wimbledon fi-
nal which was described by
many as the finest exhibition of
grass court tennis they had
ever seen on the Centre Court.

But pressure of staying at
the top took its toll. By the end
of 1985 McEnroe become

a twitching, deeply unhappy
player.

He took six months off at
the start of the 1986 season
and never again recaplured his
worild dominance.

When he launched his
comeback he discovered that
the new racket had
tipped the seales in favour of
the power game.

In his heyday McEnroe's
talcnts were such that he had
never needed to push himsell
through strenuous Lendl-style
training scssions. He once
boasted that when he wanted
to tighten up his game he
merely put his name down to
play in the doubles as well as
the singles.

But in later years McEnroe
had to work hard to trim his
body and master new tech-
niques. Although he was still
able to offer glimpses of his
former greatness.” he was
never able to sustain/it.

ironically two of the meost
memorable milestones in
McEnroe's carcer ¢came in de-
feat.

Few will forget the perfec-
lion and heady excitement
when he beat Borg 18-16 in a
fourth set tie-break in the
classic 1§80 Wimbledon final,

And he will always be
haunted by his defeat to Ivan
Lendl in the 1984 French
Open final. For two-and -a-half
sets he treated the Paris
crowds to a sublime brand of
tennis mever seen on the fa-
mous Roland Garros red clay
courts. Then suddenly his
world caved in.

“That loss hurt me more
than all the rest,” he confided
recently. "l still think about it
it was my own dumb fault, |
had 1t won."

Sport

| Nat'l meet from today |
R4

| championships which be

The l\l"l:'h:f.‘.-d&}"
seventeenth na-

tional badminton
champfonships

begin today at the

wooden-floor gymnasium.

Sports Reporter

feated Ayesha Khatun Noori in
onc of the two semi-finals.
Momo had a similar effortless
passage in the other semifinal
against Naznin Nahar Liza.

Fazlul Huq,

LI
[, 1
s N

e ;

he chairma

i

day.

One hundred and eighteen
players including 13 women
shuttlers will be taking part in
Lthis competition featuring 22
teams.

Addressing a press confer-
ence called at the conference
room of the National Coaching
Centre yesterday, Shah Farid,

resident of the Bangladesh

adminton Federation (BBF),
said that Taka one lakh sixty
thousand has been earmarked
for the championships.

Sarwar of esh Biman
and the Ansars trio of Harun,
Rana and Suman are the
favourites in the men's singles
category while Elina, Juhi,
Momo and Mukta are being
tipped as the favourites for the
women's singles crown.

Meanwhile, Sharmin
Ahmed Momo and Konika Rani
Adhikary have advanced to the
girls' final of the under-16
Agrani Bank Victory Day bad-
minton championship.

Yesterday, at the wooden-

' Mloor gymnasium, Konika de-

e e

| Th_e girls’ doubles final was
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in progress when reports last
came in. Sharmin Momo and
Naznin Nahar Liza were bat-
tling against Konika and Noori.

In the pre-quarter final of
the boys' singles, Sarwar
Jahan, Zia Hossain, Tareq
Chowdhury, Sarkar Sarwar
Jahan, Mokhlesur Rahman,
Zakaria, Nurul Alam and

. Morshed Lincoln won their re-
spective matches to advance to

- Mazharul Islam

the quarter-finals.

Sarkar Sarwar Jahan beat
Ashkar Ali 15-3, 15-2. Sarwar
Jahan edged past Abu Bakr Al-
Amin 18-17, 17-16, Zia
Hossain outplayed Ripon 15-2,
15-3. Tareq Chowdhury de-

featerd Shahed Hossain 15-5,
15-3. Mokhlesur Rahman
dumped Alamgir Kabir 15-86,
15-3. Zakaria got past
15-6, 15-8,
Morshed Lincoln swept aside
Zahed Hazari 15-6, 15-1. Nurul
Alam forced his way with a 2-1
victory against Zahid Ramzan.
Alam won 15-11 ,

2-15 and

L,

b T e

15-4.

The " doubles event has
also reac the quarter-final
stage,

Yesterday Ramzan and

Sarkar Sarwar Jahan dumped

.....
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nf t.he tuurnament ;:-mnmitm' for the 17th nanuna_badmjntnn _
gin today is seen addressing a press conference at the NSC yester-

— Star photo

Ibrahim and Schag 15-0, 15-1.
In another pre-quarter-final
engagement
Hossain and Noman saw off
Morshed Alam and
Taslimuzzaman 15-7, 15-11.
Mokhlesur Rahman and Zia
Hossain beat Shah Mustafa and
Shahed Hossain 156-3 and 15-
5. While'Anup Saha teamed up
with Avijit to make short work
of Asaduzzaman and Shah Alam
15-6 and 15-4.
Mahbubul Alam and Bazlur
Rahman drilled past Raihan
‘and Shamimul Arefin 15-8, 15-
5. Zahidul Haq and Abu Sayced
fought off Dolon and Zahid
Hazarl in a keenly-contested
encounter 12-15, 15-6 and
15-6. Abdul Hannan and Riaz
llazari gummed up the works
of Riazul and Nirob Chowdhury
15-6 and 15-3. Sarwar Jahan
with Nurul Hugq to post
a -15-4, 15-5 win against
Morshed Lincoln and Mazharul
Islam, '
Competition continues to-

Army, Rajshahi

The fourth Bang-
ladesh Games ho-
ckey champions
Bangladesh Army

' for.ithe
' i . final round of the
15th national hockey
championship with. a

convincing 5-0 victory against
Noakhali at the Dhaka Hockey
Stadium yesterday.

Army, who finished as run-
ners-up in the last national
championship, led 3-0 at the

r.

Nk Amin sounded the board
for Army in the very second
minute with a spectacular field
goal (1-0).

Amin made it 2-0 in the
11th minute in a similar fash-
ion (2-0}.

Nk Shali increased the
margin in the 25th minute
with another field goal [3-0).

Havilder Akram scored the
fourth goal for the soldiers in
the 56th minute (4-0) while
Havilder Rameez completed
the tally for the winners five
minutes from time by convert-
ing a penalty corner (5-0).

Army, who maintained abso-
lute supremacy over lowly
Noakhali, forced as many as six

Sports Reporter

penalty corners and five long-
corners.

Sujan of Noakhall received a
green card warning from the

umpire.,. |
RAJSHAHI MOVEUP

Rajshahi DSA also moved
into the final round by beating
Bangladesh Navy 3-2 in the tie-
breaker in the other match of
the day at the same venue. |

The regulation 70-minute
period ended in a goalless
draw with both sides prefer-
ring the status quo.

Rabiuddin Ahmed, Taherul
Islam and Rajihanuddin Ahmed
found the mark ‘for Rajshahi
while Momtaz and Aminul
Islam scored for Navy in the
tie-breaker.

Top cight teams [rom the
current preliminary round will
compete in the final round to
be held as part of the fifth
Bangladesh Games scheduled
for December 18 to 25 in the
city. .

Mcanwhile, in our yester-
day's issue it was inadvertently
reported that Bangladesh
Police beat Gazipur by a soli-
lary goal. In fact, Gazipur beat
Bangladesh Police by a lone
goal, Lal Mia being the scorer.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS Velvet Fog  princessly movie
1 Flanders 37 Verne insomnia 21 E.T.'s
flower captain 2 "— the craft
6 “So that's 38 Locale fields we 22 Frontiers-
it, eh?” 41 Lob's path go” man
9 Future 43 Energy 3 Block Carson
syrup 44 State 4 Long 24 See 43
121991 TV 45 Guarantee 5 Age Across
show, “—, 47 — -inning fractions 26 Character
indiana” stretch 6 Warm-up 28 Computer
13 Lowest 49 Batting act operators
form of ploys 7 Shake in 30 Reason to
humor §2 Prior to the grass?  say
14— Litle 53 Glutton- 8 "A Chorus “Alas!”
Spanish ized Line” song 32 lago’s
Town™ + 54 Christmas 9 Persistent incentive
15 Buliring, tree attack 33 “— Blue?”
e.g. r 10 Two of 34 Herbert of
16 Super 55 Round Henry “The Pink
Bowl Table VilI's Panther”
factions address wives 36 One way
18 Romeo & 56 Al Bundy's 11 Wan to serve
Juliet's SON 17 Prop for :pw:
city 57 Indigent Jack 38 Florist’s
20 “— a Kick DOWN Benny array
Out of 1 Causeof 19 Stallone 39 "if —
You~ Solution time: 26 mins. Would
21 Guitar's .
cousin
23 Away
from NNW
24 Verse
25 Sawyer’
compan-
ion
27 Inhumane
29 North
American
capital
31 Helix
" 35 The

qualify

. We regret the mistake and l

the inconvenience caused to
our valued readers.

Gazipur will take on the
fourth.

(1988) . runners-up Dhaka

NARIANO

will

University in their next match
tomorrow at 1:30 pm,

TODAY'S MATCHES

BUET vs Perojpur (1:30
pm)

Dhaka Education Board vs
Mymensingh (3 pm)

-Abarani cricket

Sports Reporter

Young Stars Club registercd
a convincing 102 run vic
over Bangladesh Cricket Cl
in the Abarani Cup cricket
tournament at the Armanitola
ground yesterday.

Batting first Young Stars
made 187 for the loss of six
wickets in the stipulated 30
overs with Faruk (jr) scoring
36 and Bipul 31.

Bangshal Club were shot out
for a paltry 85 in 22-1 overs.

Wazed was the pick of the

- Young Stars bowlers with four

wickets for 18 while PBipul
topk three wickets ng
12 runs.

the day Akram

‘Games

Sampras breaks
Leconte spell

MUNICH, Dec 12: Henri

Leconte has a way

back to haunt Pete
Sampras broke the spell

Friday, beating the Frenchman

of coming

. 7-6, 6-4 to reach the semifi-

nals of the Grand Slam Cuip,
reports AP.

Sampras could become the
first player to win the biggest
prize money in tennis twice.
He won the inaugural Grand
Slam Cup in 1990.

The richest tournament in
the world dishes out dirs 2
million to the winner, and an-
other dirs 4 million in prizes.
Reaching the semifinals was
worth dirs 450,000.

‘It has been a very solid °
year for me," said Sampras,
winner of five titles this year
"Hopefully I will end it very
well, winning this tourna-
ment.”

In the last four Saturday,
Sampras played Michael Stich,
who ousted Richard Krajicek
7-6, 7-5.

in the other semifinal, Gor-
an Ivanisevic played Michael

Chang, last year's runnerup.
Dittmar, Martin
in HK Open fin

HONG KONG, Dec 12 : Old

Australian rivals Chris Dittmar

and Rodney Martin scored
contrasting semifinal victories
in the Hong Kong Open
championship on Saturday |,
reports Reuter. .

Top-seed Dittmar had little
trouble disposing of Rodney's
brother Brett 15-9, 15-12, 15-
12 to stop Sunday's title clash
from being a Martin family af-
fair.

Rodney, the second seed,

found the going tougher agai-

nst compatriot Tristan Nanca-
rrow, the beaten finalist last
year, before edging through
15-8, 15-14, 17-15. :

Dobrovolski gets
Stojkovic's place
in Marseille’

PARIS, Dec .12: French
champions Marseille, forced to
choose between two east Euro-
pcan players on their books,
gave the nod to Moldovan |
Dobrovoslki and let Yugoslav
Dragan Stejkovic [ree yester-
day, reports Reuter,

Marseille's embarrassment
at having too many foreigners
came about when the Inter-
national Football Federation
(FIFA) ruled that midficlder
Stockjovic was a Marseille
player.

The club this week
Dobrovelski, also a midfielder,
on loan from Italian side
Genoa.

Under French league rules,
only two non-Euro Com-
munity Croat striker Alen
Boksic, they suddenly found
themselves with three.

The ¢ insisted at a
mee in Paris on that
Marseille choose between
Dobrevolski and Stojkovic.

The decision to select
Dobrovolski means the Yugos-
lav can go to another French
club without a fee.

Stocjkovic joined Marseille
from Red Star Belgrade in
1990 but left after an injury-
plagued season to join Verona
in [taly ony loan.

The midfielder returmed to
Marseille recently. Club presi-
dent Bernard Tapie said
Stojkovic need a knee opera-
tion but that he could stay and
trail with the French team un-
til the end of the season and
decide on his future next
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: U equals H

TheC

equal O
an

ip is a substitution cipher
letter stands for another. If you think that X
throughout the puzzle.
words and words using
locating vowels. Solution is

in which one
equals O, it
letters, short
you clues to




