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An Appeal for Communal
Harmony

A situation of violence and unrest is prevailing
throughout the subcontinent following the de-
struction of the Babri mosque in Ayodhya on the
6th December by the organtsed forces of Hindu
extremists. This act has dealt a severe blow to the
norms of tolerance, democracy and civilized be-
haviour. This has severely hurt the religious sen-
timents of the Muslims all over the world. We
condemn this incident in the severest terms.
Though belated, the Indian government has al-
ready arrested the leaders of the extremist Hindu
parties, and has pledged to rebuild the mosque
and put on trial those responsible for the das-
tardly act. Even after that, violence has spread
throughout India and over seven hundred people
have so far died as a result. We condemn this vio-
lence. Right thinking people throughout the
world, including those in India, have condemned
the demolition of Babrit mosque and the violence
that has followed. We believe that by rebuilding
the mosque and by restoring communal harmony.

the government and people of India can bring
the situation back to normal.

The spontaneous and vehement outburst across
the world, particularly in this subcontinent,
against the destruction of the Babri mosque was
natural. Everybody has the right to protest this
occurrence in a ul manner. But we have no-
ticed in the past, as we do so now, that a few in-
lerested people, taking advantage of the deep re-
ligious sentiments of the simple man, cause dis-
turbances, create law and order problem and
carry out attacks en the followers of other reli-
gions. The government of Bangladesh, political
parties, and all sorts of organisations have, in the
mean time, called upon the people to show re-
straint, maintain law and order and communal
harmony. In spite of the restraint shown by the
common people, some instances of vandalism,
looting of property and destruction of places of
worship have occurred. All such incidents are re-
grettable and condemnable.

Bangladesh has a glorious tradition of commu-
nal harmony. We must uphold that tradition. No
citizen of desh can, in any way, be held re-
sponsible for what has occurred in India. At this
moment we consider it a duty of every honest,
conscientious and religious person to resist any
altempt to instigate violence and disturb the
peace. The need of the hour is to uphold the
highest traditions of democracy, humanism and
ethical values. We appeal
law and order and communal harmony at any
cosl.

Better Deal for Children

James P Grant, Executive Director, United
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), during his
meeting with Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf,
Minister for Health and Family Welfare, in Rome
has recently assured continued co-operation to
Bangladesh in its efforts for improving child
health and .education. Indeed, UNICEF's record
on this count has been quite admirable. The UN
body's unflagging commitment to child health,
particularly in the form of Expanded Programme
of Immunization (EPI), has already brought about
immense success in the area. Bangladesh, with
active help from UNICEF, is poised to effectively
tackle the problems of six deadly childhood dis-
eases. The UNICEF's reassurance comes at a time
when his organisation is going through consider-
able fund constraints. We sincerely thank Grant
for his concern for child affairs in Bangladesh.

While we express our satisfaction over the

UNICEF involvement in our health and education

matters, we are not quite sure if the government
policies and local initiatives have been equally
complementary in reaching as much benefits as
possible to the target people. One positive devel-

opment however has been the drawing up of an

action plan by the South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation (SAARC) to be adopted by
the member countries in their national pro-
grammes: The action programme has sought to
address some of the most prevailing and acute
diseases children generally fall victim to. Specific
and common among the SAARC members, the ar-
eas that have been taken up for action cover both
child health and education. Of the areas, 80 per
cent use of Oral Rehydration Therapy (ORT), uni-
versal iodisation of salt, virtual elimination of
neonatal tetanus and even a 95 percent reduction
in measles deaths are targets well within our
reach to achieve. Such optimism stems from the
fact that considerable progress has already been
made in all these areas here.

What however will prove most daunting is the
completion of primary school education by at
least 50 per cent of all children — girls included

— by 1995. Poverty-ridden as the majority of rural -

families are, it is impossible for them to supply
the most basic implements for their wards' edu-
cation on top of the daily meals. In several cases,
the drop-outs are simply attributable to lack of
food. In many countries, inclu West Bengal of
India, the rate of drop-outs has been drastically
réduced by supplying mid-day meals. Any
organisation or government intent on eliminating
the drop-out problems must be ready to take up
such radical no matter how costly —
gmgrammcu. The investment at this level,

appily, tends to bring rich dividends for the
whole nation in the ultimate analysis. How the
UNICEF and the government are going to co-
operate in this matter is the most important
point. We hope, both will put in best of their
efforts which, in turn, are expected to be highly

rewarding.

to the nation to maintain .
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HE US economy is
stalled. Japan's is
Germany’s
from

swallowi former East
ﬂu-qrn"mn battles 10
cent

unemployment and
and Canada are

:

a8 with conficting sdvice.

conflicting :
They “adjust” their forecasts
when proven wrong.
Economist jokes proliferate.
The latest: "Economists can't
even get their hindsight W

After World War I, r::c!::
economic management came
to dominate national govern-
ments' policy-making, using
the GNP and GDP as indica-
tors. Today, current economic
theories and models continue
to assume “free trade” is
for everyone, “investment” will
trickle down to create jobs,
and only individuals competing
to maximise self-interest are
"rational”.

We need a new index for
genuine human development
and of life to correct
the GNP and its unreal as-
sumptions. It's time to teach
economists that "economies”
arc not derived frem God but
are simply sets of rules based
on diverse goals and values.

If the world's richest na-
tions, the Group of Seven (G-
7). are in trouble — not to
mention the former Soviet

Economists Wreck the Economy

With the various economic troubles oecurring in
Swm bloc aud most countries in

the Group of Seven countries, the former
the South, and with economists all givi ot
itself is the problem, writes i

gwing conflicting

damage with .
During er i, the

Gross National Product (GNP)
and its domestic version, the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), mobilised the Allies’
civiian economies for war
production. After the war,
macro-economic ma ment
came to dominate national
governments' policy-making,
still using the GNP and DGP as
indicators.

Economists over-promised

consumer gpods, movies,
tanks, mass transit, research,
retraining, maintaining and
rtn:-iu:‘ infrastructure, 4)
“free " is good for every-
one, 5] “investment” will
trickle down to create jobs, 6)
advertising-hyped mass con-
sumption can continue to drive

GNP growth, 7) GNP is the
best

Human Rights in Global Perspective—II

‘New

VER the years the UN,

Specialized Agencies

and some NGOs, no-
tably the Amnesty Interna-
tional, no doubt took some
thoughtiul measures f[or the
advancement and safeguarding
of human rights but their
effects had been painfully slow.
In the beginning of 1970s
gross violations of human
rights continued to occur on a
wide scale, particularly in
situations of armed conflict
and civil strife and in societies
characterized by sharp eco-
nomic and soclal disparities.
As a leading authority on de-
colonization, Ruper Emerson
pointed out: Human rights and
fundamental freedom on which
the Third World nations based
their demands for liberation
were being violated in their
own life.

However, the mood of dis-
appointment and resignation
that had hung over the inter-
national human rights move-
ment lifted in the 1970s and
gave way to renewed determi-

ion and momentum. The

sons forf the change in
were several. With the

fall of autocratic governments
prospects for human rights
improved in Spain, Portugal

. Further impe

and Greece, while India, the
world's most populous democ-
racy, voted oul two rs ol re-
pression. In 1975 at the
Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe the
Western states succeeded in
exacting from the Soviet Union
human rights commitment in
exchange for political ratifica-
tion of the status quo in
Eastern Europe and increased
East-West trade. Only after a
f[ew years, despite some un-
solved human rights problems
of its own, the United States,
under President Jimmy Carter,
revived American's interest in
its heritage of frcedom. The
US now poscd to review eco-
nomic and military assistance
in the light of the human
rights practices of the recipi-
ent governments. It was also
during the same decade in the
United Nations the Third
World countries called for New
International Economic and
Information Order and for

" linking disarmament with de-

velopment giving thereby a
new dimensfon to the interna-
tional human rights movement.
tus was given to
the movement by the UN
General Assembly’s resolution
proclaiming the period 1976-

Momentum Creates Ho

although 1t short-c “
other vital soctud guain, wad &
nature can continue indefi-

Worse, economic textbooks
still hold that cai sharing,
cooperative u work is
“frrational”. Only individuals
competing to maximize self-in-
terest are “rational.” GNP-mea-
sured national accounts,
skewed by all these outdated
notions, steer economic policy.

The GNP still over-values
military production, goods,
and services and sets the value
of educated citizens, children
and the environment at zero.
Only money transactions are
included in the formula while
ignoring the 50 per cent of all
productive work that is un-
paid, such as volunteering,
parenting children, caring for
the elderly, sick and disabled,
or do-it-yoursell projects.

Investments in people,

by Dr. Nurul Momen

1985 aa! “the United Nations
Decade for Women, ualit
Development and F‘uﬂ" ar':i
the Unesco's resolution calling
for dissemination of knowl-
cdge about human rights at all
levels of education. To the sur-
prisc of many, the two inter-
national covenants stated ear-
licr now came into effect and
the Human Rights Committee
began to work. The decade
also saw in many countries a
phenomenal growth of NGOs
which were specifically meant
for giving legal and other aids
to victims of viclations of hu-
man rights.

However, the new momen-
lum could not make much im-
pacl as there were some inner
contradictions in it. The
Weslern countries, particularly
the United States, were vocal
about human rights but they
were not ready to concede to
the demand for a New
International Economic Order
to redress the existing injus-
tices by a thorough restructur-

ing &f the global economy.

Again, as American humanitar-
ian goals clashed with its own
strategic interests in different
arcas Washington actually sup-

portcd some military and au-
thoritarian regimes rather
than movemcents for democ-

Thus, notwithstanding the
clflorts of the United Nations
and NGOs, promotion or pro
tection of human rights was
not achieved to any apprecia-
ble extent in 1980s. Among
other things, foreign interven-
tions in Afghanistan and
Cambodia, ethnic wars in Sri
Lanka, Ethiopia and clsewhere
and Arab-Isracli clashes also
affected the situation during
the period.

19890s and Beyond

A new era of human rights
and political freedom scemed
to be dawning as the world en
tered 1990s. Democracy swept
across Eastern Europe and the
erstwhile Sowviet linton The
Berlin Wall came down and
Germany was rcunified.
Namibia finally achicved inde-
pendence and the policy of

artheid began o crumble.

Ic dne-party systems were
on the retreat in Africa, rea-
sonably fair elections were
held in several Asian countries
including Bangladesh and

sky-high budget
Monetary levers are
their gears in today's

capital markets where interest
rates attract and repel "hot”

money at electronic speeds.

Nepal. No doubt the surge of
hopc was brutally dashed when
Iraq invaded Kuwait. Butl the
world by then was alrcady a
ncw world — a world free from
East-West divide. .

As the dissolution of the
Soviet Union was announced,
the humanity become further
[ree from Cold War tensions. It
was therefore expected that
global issues like human rights
and environment would now
gct more and more promi-
nence in the wdrld agenda,
although at the time of writing
this article events in Somalia,
llosnia and India are causing
considerable concern. In fact,
the Security Council is now
scized with the problems of
human rights and a world
conference on the issue is to
be held in 1993,

Now it is the responsibility
of all nations and the interna-
tional community to devise
ways and means to advance the
cause of human rights in the
interest of progress of nations
and human civilization as a
whole. In this connection, the
old question of domestic ju-
risdiction as well as some new
ones concerning strategics and
prioritics may come up for
consideration. [ is impcrative

| measure of progress standard education and special  Sedate bflateral trade flows are Economics. |
pe for the Future

crucial step of making its in-
vestigations of human

violations evenhanded and
comprehensive. For this pur-
pose, an initiative taken by
Costa Rica in 1965 to establish
a UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights deserves recon-
sideration.

Since human rights are vio-
lated only within a nation
much can be done to promote
the cause also at the national
and regional levels. It is impor-
tant to note that lack of polig
cal commitment, not an-
clal résources, is often the real
cause of human neglect.

concluded

South Feels Threatened by EC's Interest in the East

Shada Islam writes from Brussels

HIRD World feel threate-

ned by new European

Community (EC) initia-
tives to include the newly
independent republics of the
former Soviet Union in a
special EC trade regime —
meant exclusively for develop-
ing countries.

The European Commission
recently unveiled controversial
new plans to extend the
Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP) to the
grouping of the
of
Independent States (CIS).

Officials in Brussels say the
‘qualitative change in the GSP
is needed for political and

economic reasons. The ex-
Soviet States need tarifl bene-

fits to sell in the EC, an EC of-

ficial told IPS.

The proposals are expected
to fuel already growing com-

plaints from the Third World
that the EC is reducing its
trade and aid commitments to
the South, in favour of its
neighbours to the East,

Asian and Latin America

countries, which have tradi-
tionally used the GSP to sell
their industrial and processed .
farm products in the EC, say
the
'dilute’ a system designed to

Commission move will

boost Third World develop-
ment.

The EC introduced the GSP
— a preferential trade ar-
rangement under which devel-
oping countries are granted
special tariff concessions on
their exports to the EC — in
1971.

[The GSP, for generalised,
non-reciprocal and non-dis-
criminatory tarifl preferences
favouring the developing
countries, was put in place as a
result of an UNCTAD decision.
Later, it was given a waiver in
the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade, or GATT, so
that the developed countries
who give such preferences are
not obliged to extend them to
other GATT contracting par-
ties under the most-lfavoured-
nation clause).

Since then, almost all Asian
and Latin American nations
have utiliscd the system to
gain a competitive tariff edge
over rival EC imports from in-
dustrialised nations.

"We have found the GSP
very uscful,” says a Hong Kong
trade expert.

Major beneficiaries of the
scheme also include SoutH

. Korea, the ASEAN (Association

of Southeast Asian Nations)

+ ¢countrics, India and Pakistan.

The E

Community's plans to extend the

Generalised System of Preferences to the Com-
monwealth of Independent States are worrying
Third World nations, for it will be at their expense.

"The system is meani for
the Third World,” one Asian
diplomat said. 'As far as we
know the Commonwealth
states have not been classified
as such.'

Asian cxperts argue that the
inclusion of the former Soviet
states in the GSP could 'dilute’
the usclulness of the system
for ‘real’ developing countries.
EC oflicials in charge of devel-
opment policy are also be-
lieved to be against changes in
the GSP® list of beneficiaries.

Somec have warned that the
Commission's new proposals
lack 'cohcrence’. Only coun-
trics which have been recog-
nised as developing nations by
the United Nations should be
given the benefit of the GSP,
they argue.

"The Community should

help countries in the East on a

bilateral level of course, but
not by using a tool of its devel-
opment policy reserved for de-
veloping countries,” an EC de-

velopment expert underlined.

But, others in the European
Commission claim that given
their economic problems, the
ex-Soviet republics. need spe-
cial assistance to sell more of
their products in Western
Europec.

At a special European par-
liamentary hearing, focusing
exclusively on the political and
cconomic problems of the

, former Sovict republics, EC

Commission vice-president
Frans Andricsscn noted that
the newly independent states
would have to make 'sacrifices
to escape their tragic situa-
tion'.

But, he said the West must
support them in this eflort.
"You cannot believe that three
quarters of a century of eco-
nomic mismanagement can be
undone without a long period
of structural adjustment and
advice,"

A recent European
Commission report also argues

that GSP benefits will help the
newly independent republics
to restructure, redeploy, and
revitalise' their economies.

"Following the upheaval
they have experienced, the
countries which formerly
made up the USSR are now
facing a political, economic,
social, moral and cultural crisis
of such magnilude, that it is
the Community's duly to use
every possible mecans to pro-
vide comprehensive assis-
tance,” the report says.

The Commission report also
suggests that the ex-Soviet re-
publics be given GSP benefits
for a period of three years,
while the new government try
to  ‘restructure’ their
economies.

Just three years or not, the
new pro s are bound to
strain the EC's already trou-
bled ties with several Asian
countries — particularly with
the recent suggestions that the
region's newly industrialised
countries ([NICs) could be
taken out of the GSP,

The EC has already alien-
ated several textile-exporting
nations by turning down de-
mands for quota increases in
1993, while expanding the
quolas of some of the East
Europcans. And carlier this

year, the Commission said that
it was planning to stop tariff
preferences for Hong Kong,
South Korea and Singapore, as
part of a plan to focus the GSP
on the poorest Third World
Nations.

Brussels oflicials say that
such proposals have -been put
on ice for the moment, pend-
ing the conclusion nrclhe
Uruguay Round of trade liberal-
isation. Meanwhile, developing
countries feel more and more
that they are getting the bitter
end of the stick.

Even the 69 Alfrican,
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP)
states which have since 1975
enjoyed a special trade pact
with the EC are worried that
the EC wants out of the rela-
tionship. At the end of their
biannual Joint in
Luxembourg in September,
ACP officials said the EC had
sent all the signals that it did
not want to continue the
LOME agreement.

“They are sick and tired of

us,” an African said.
— Third World Network

Shada Islam is a comrespon-
dent for Inter Press Service,
with whose permission this
article is reprinted.
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Fitness certificates

Sir, At present, in the
metropolis, automobile fitness
u:ruﬂj;_ tes are required to be
obtained from one particular
office of the Road Transport
Authority and there is always a
great deal of rush at that office,
Because of long queues, it
takes a vehicle one full or at
least half a day to obtain a fit-
ness certificate. -

Owmners of private cars who
do not have chaufleurs have to
take a day off from their work.
Elderly persons who drive only
sparingly and who do not have
drivers have to employ casual
drivers.

i As in all advanced coun-
tries, nominated garages In
several areas could be autho-
rised to issue fitness certifi-
cates on payment of a pre-
scribed fee. The authorities
could issue guidelines to these

on the requirements of
fitness ‘certificates. Such a
procedure will save the time
and energy not only of car

owners but also of the police.

At present, after obtaining
fitness certificates, wvehicle
owners have to run all the way
to the GPO to the fees.
This is a yet another ordeal for
the car owners, for it may take
another half a day to do so. It is
suggested that fees at a pre-
scribed rate should be recov-
ered by the nominated garages
which issue fitness certificates
and the need for ment of
any further fees be dis-
pensed with. In terms of the
cost of time and energy of the
police, such a procedure will
more than compensate for the
loss of reveniue to the authori-
ties.

A Qayyumn
69, Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka

Shifting of thana
courts to Sylhet town

Sir, Kindly allow me to ven-
tilate my views on the above
subject through the columns of
your esteemed daily.

in pursuance of Govern-

ment decision a number of
thana courts have moved to
district headquarter of Sylhet.
But some have not moved as
yet on the

plea of non-
availabjlity of Government
accommodation -at the head-
quarters. But lot of

private accommodation is
available in Sylhet town at a

very cheap rate. Hence it is

suggested that Government
should hire one or two private
buildings and shift the courts
to Sythet town at the earliest.
This is likely to reduce corrup-
tion to a considerable extent.
Because lower courts will
function under direct supervi-
sion of higher courts. The

lower level judictial officers will
also be benefited in dispensa-
tion of justice because they will
be in a
their senior officers as and
when required.

position to consult

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Fulbari, Sylhet

Let's love trees

Sir, We to love trees

- as much as we love our neigh-

bours. Surely, never do they
cause any harm to us. It is also
true that they cannot move nor
can they speak. But they seem
to have some sort of fecling as
is discovered by an eminent
scientist Sir Jagadish Chandra
Bose.

They stand by us as silent
friends. Since the beginning of
time, they have been an inte-
gral part of man's life and his
environment. It is amazing to
note that a mature tree, for
each ton of its growth, releases
l.n'rmmnlﬂ:?mudpun-
fies 1.47 tons of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere.

Desides, they keep the
carth's surface calm and cool,
provide us with food, shade,
shelter and medicine, save us
from drought, flood, cyclone
and tidal bore, decrease air
pollution, velocity of noise, soil
erosion and thereby help

e ———

balance
planet.
Morcover, they offer us with
charming and odorous [lowers
as the token of their selfless
love.

maintain the
of this beautiful

Sir, Mr Md Rebiul Islam

should have some instruments
in hand to show the achieve-
ments they made in such ex-
aminations of their career. No

§
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cducation, very much in

ing with the spirit of the slo-
gan Education for All by the
year 2000 AD."

M H Shaikh

Monipur, Mirpur.



