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Days of Hopes, Days of Fear
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by Fayza Haq

“| was a part time student at the Michigan
State University at East Lancing, doing my mas-
ters in Education, when 26th March 71 came
by. We were only seven students from the then
East Pakistan and we openly cut off our relation
ship with Pakistan. My husband was a Ford
Foundation scholar in Agriculiure Economics
-nil'hljubmhtm“hmdy. We

an association of Bangladeshi students
and comprised four or five families, " said
Shamima !slam who worked her heart out for
the cause of Bengalis’ at home, while in the
United States during the Liberation War.

"The work was divided into many phases and
forms . The collection of money for refugees was

just a part.The cam-
n of 'Stop Gen-
‘" and moti-

collecting money
and the Americans

were involved in
this. My house was
the secretariat for
the ASSO-
ciation. For days and
months | spoke at
churches, [aculty cl-
ubs and community
leaders’ clubs. Mic-
higan had the lar-
gest foreign stud-
ents’ associalion. =
The 'BARD’ at
Comilla was built B
with the help of the
Michigan University
and there was a very
well motivated gro-
up who sympathised
with Ba " Shamima continued.

"The responsibility for organising the move-
ment fell on us. We were more fortunate com-
pared to many others in having a chance to help
the cause. We su thousands of stickers and
buttons for the 'Stop Genocide' campaign. The
first base was our campus and we were supply-
ing the entire USA and coordinating with the
rest of the campuses in USA,” Shamima ex-
plained her role in raising funds and making the
American awarc of the situation of the
HBengalis in the East Pakistan.

"The mass a lot of help . This was

with the help of the teachers. They
year. The Michigan
campus paper, state newspaper, television
and radio carried the message through
of the teachers and students. Dr William Ross,
the Director of Astan Studics , Ralph Smuckler,
the Dean of the International P e, 'Dr.
Ralph Nicholas, the Professor of Anthropology
Department and Assistant Director of Asian
Studies, Dr Rober Stevens, the Professor in
Agriculture Economics Department, and Dr Cole
Brembeck ., the Director of International
Education had all helped. They had once been to

Comilla and sympathised with the people there.
Two other people who aided and encouraged
was were Reverand Warren Day on behalf of the
churches of East Lansing and Carol Thompson.
These two, in particular , helped me organise
the speech in hundreds of dorms,” Shamima
narrated her experience.

“Seventy Americans who came in January 72
to Dhaka included Linda Worthington and Len

Stuttman. They dealt with the collection of

Australian
team due today

A 20 member Australian
Rover-Renger delegation will
arrive in Dhaka today (Friday)
to participate in the Bangla
desh-Australia Child I|lecalth
Project,says press relcase.
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Re-Tender Notice

Sealed tenders in prescribed form arc invited from
bonafide printing press for printing & supply of various

kinds of forms, envelopes, file covers elc.:

1. Tender No y
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Shamlma ila

e, Bangladesh Inland Water
| ;!?o Transport Authority

Ny 141-143, Motijheel Commercial Area

money and the later handed over US 8 16,00
to Sheikh Mujibur Rehman,” Shamima informed.

What was the reaction of the Average
Americans in Michigan? "The Americans are ba-
sically simplc pcople . The story of torture and
exploitation, and my message that money was
literally killing us hit them. When we were or-
ganising the funds, we said, ' a meal and
contribute 33 cents to save a ! This was the
fasting mme. A big amount of money was
not asked, but it came to quite a bit when put
together. Hundreds of members, stu-

dents and community members volunteered for
the fast and the signature programme,”
Shamima added.

Benefit dinners
and lunches were
arran and for
this mass me-
dia helped. They
carried features,
mmes on TV. The
University had its
own channel pro-
ﬂnmﬁ:. We had

male students,
Anwar, Faisal, Bah-
uddin Saman and
my husband Rabiul
Among the women
were Nasim and I.
There was a tea-
cher too, Dr. Khan,
and two other
housewives had
also pitched in,"
Shamima said.

. "When we ask-
ed, Dr. Robert Ste-
vens and Dr. Ber-
locci organised a
summer course in
East Lancing to get
a few more Bang-
ladeshi familics on the campus, so the move
-ment could get stronger,” she continued about
the efforts of the Bangladeshis to help their
brethren back home,

" "For months aflter months we heard little of
our families. The Red Cross helped to get news.
We listened to VOA and BBC. Within USA pri-
vately funded groups telephoned each other and
visited campus like Chicago and Detroit, so that
all the campus were involved,” she informed.

" We were small in number and had great
work load. There was fear of scholarships being
cancelled. | personaly lost 18 months of work.
When we got the news that five of my husband's
family members had been killed in '71 it was
very {nd to take. Each one outside the country
lved in risk and tenston as we were personally

involved,” Shamima informed.
Docs - she [eel that the values
Liberation War was fought was being violated at

t with the sporadic anti-social activi- .

ties?"It is my honest feeling that it takes time
to organise . We started from scratch . The ini-
tial years will be spent for building the naijon.
We must not be over ambitious. If we , as the ed-
ucated and aware individuals all contribute we
can overcome problems. My attitude is a positive
one,” Shamima replied.

Shamima has written six books so far, inciud-
ing "Indigenous Abortion Practioners in Rural
Bangladesh” in ‘81, "Women's Education in
Bangladesh— Necds and Issues” in '77,
"Invisible Labour Force'in 1985, "Women,
Victims of Viclence™ in 85, 'Annona (Pioneering
Women in Ban%‘iadcsh}" '88 and " Begum Rokeya
: Arjaner Itthash” in '91. She also has an experi-
mental literacy model, an innovative weekly ed-
ucation programme, called "Kolorab".

' Babri Mosque demolition

More organisations condemn,
call for communal harmo

The Faridabad Prabin Maj-
lish in an cmergency meeting
here on Tuesday cxpressed

indignation at the demolition
ol historic Babri Mosque in
India, a press releasc said,
reports BSS.

The Prabin Majlish, an or-
ganisation of the senior citi-
zens of the Faridabad locality,
called for punishment to the
persons responsible for the
barbaric act.and urged the
Indian government to rebuild
the mosque at its original
place.

It also appealed to the
countrymen to maintain com-
munal harmony.

The meeting was followed
by a peace procession partici-
pated by the people of all
ages, the press release said.

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism Abdul

for whir:!; the

BUET VC Md Shajahan ldlrlng a ll.ilttllli on SAARC yuu-rd.n-y_ in the
— Star photo

city.
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Human

Amnesty International chief
Prof Ross Daniels that
human rights would be put on
the rescheduled SAARC sum-
mit agenda for betterment of
milllons of pecople in the re-
gion, reports UNB.

Speaking as chiefl guest at a
seminar at the Jatiya Press
Club, he focused on flagrant
human rights violation and re-
sultant refugee problem across
the world.

Prof Daniels, Chairman of
the Executive Council of
Amnesly International, cited
Myanmar in this region where,
he said, gross violation of hu-
man rights by the govérnment
had been reported.

He touched on the Rohingya
refugee problem adesh is
[acing as a result of the situa-
tion in Myanmar. Some 2.65
lakh Myanmar Muslims have
crossed into Bangladesh.

According to the United
Nations, there arc 70 million

refu around the globe who
are living in a distress condi-
tton, he satd and disclosed that
human rights were now being
trampled in 60 countries.

The chief ol Amnesty, a
non-government human rights
watchdog. wunderlined the
nced for regional and interna-
tional cooperation in securing
human rights for teeming mil-
lions of the world.

“Human rights are the birth
rights of every human being.”
the Australian-born Prolessor
told the seminar held in ob-
scrvance of World Human
Rights Day yesterday.

Referring to the Chittagong
Hill Tracts issue, Prol Daniels
said Amnesty had information
on gross human rights viola-
tion there. He hdped the
democratic government would
take effective steps lo secure
human rights for every indi-
vidual.

lle urged the government

rigilts issue may be put on
SAARC agenda, hopes Amnesty chief

to ensure proper application of

the anti-terrorism law, en-
acled to check viclence-re-
lated offences.

Organised by Amnesty
International Bangladesh, the
seminar was also addressed by
Darrister Ahmed Lutfar Rah-
man Sahjahan, Mohammad
Kamaluddin and Mohammad
Ataur Rahman.

Barrister Lutfar said torture
in police custody in our coun-
try is a glaring example ol hu-
man rights violation. Parti-
cularly, women and children in
custody are the victims, he
added,

Those arrested under the
Anti-terrorism Act could be
interrogated anytime and at
any place, he said. It is a denial
of human rights, he obscrved.

He said humanity should be
given priorily to secure human
rights of thousands of maid

servants in the country, he
said.
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BIWTC Chairman Faruk Alam speaking at the inaugural
function of IWT-3 project workshop
Wednesday. Resident Representati
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at a local hotel
of the World Bgnk

Christopher Willoughby also attended the function.

Involve people with Mass

Education Programme: Huda

KHULNA, Dec 10: State
Minister for Establishment
Nurul Huda today called for in-
volving people of all walks of
life with the Primary and Mass
Education Programme for its
successful implementation,
rcports BSS.

The present government
has undertaken massive pro-

s grammes, including creation of

a Primary and Mass Education
Division, with a view to ensur-
ing education for all by 2000,
he added.

The State Minister was ad-
dressing as the chief guest the
inaugural function of a day-long
scminar on"Role of adminis-
tration and local government

in implementing mass and
compulsory primary educa-
tion" at Khulna Collectorate
conference hall.

Organiscd by District
Administration, the inaugural
function was also addressed,
among others, by Divisional
Commissioner Abdul Muktadir
Choudhury, Joint Secretary,
Primary Education Division
Khandakar Shahidul Islam and
Deputy Commissioner Kazi
Reazul Haque.

Terming education the key
to national development, Jluda
said spread of education was
indispensable for protecting
democracy as well as achieving
rights of the people.
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CROM-57/92, dated 1.12.92.
2';- % of the quoted tolal
amount (Refundable) through
Pay Order/Call Deposit/Bank
Draft from any Scheduled Bank
in favour of BIWTA to be
submitted aleng with the tender
as camest money.

Tk. 50/- (fifty) (Non-Refun-

2. [Eamest Money

3. Price of Tender Sche- :

dule dable).
4. Place where Tender : BIWTA, Accounts Deptt, 9th
Schedule will be sold  floor, BIWTA Bhaban, 141-
_ 143, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
5. Place, daie and time Purchase & Stores Deptt,
of receiving tender Regional Office, 1st floor,
A BIWTA Bhaban, 141-143,
- Motijheel C/A, Dhaka up to
' 11-00 hours on 13-12-92.
6. Opening date and At 11-15 hours on 13-12-92 in
| time of tender presence of the Tenderers, if
: any.
No tender schedule will be-sold on the opening day and

no tender will be received afier scheduled date and time. The
authority reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders
without assigning any reason whatsoever. -

PR-154/92
DFP (G) 21071:3/12 Chawdhury Mohd. A. K. Azad
G-1586 ' Director (P&S)

Mannan yesterday called upon
IBNP workers for maintaining
communal harmony and peace
in the country with the spirit
of Islam, reports UNB.

He was speaking as chief
guest at 2 conference of party
workers held at Kushtia circuit
housec.

The State Minister said, ...
Islam teaches us to maintain

ace in the society” and
urged the workers to resist all
attempts to disturb the com-
murial harmony in the society.

Later, he presided over a
meeting on canal digging pro-
gramme of the district held at
DC's office.

Speakers at another discus-
sion meeting here Thursday
condemned the destruction of
430 years old Babri Mosque.

They also criticised the at-
tempt to destabilise peace and
communal harmony in the
country by certain quarters
raising the issue of Ayodhya in-
cident.

Addressing a discussion
meeting organised by

Ban%adclh National Buddhist
Youth Federation on the occa-
sion of World Human Rights
Day, the speakers also called

upon all to maintain peace and
communal harmony.

I.
,

yesterday.

% Weather

)

(Friday).

Celsius over the country.

Srimangal and Chuadanga.
(Saturday) at 6:31 am.

and towns on Thursday were:

Choudhury seeing off the Royal Malaysian Air Force chief
“Lt. General Dato Seri Haji Mohammad Yunus Bin
Mohammad Tasi at the Zia International Airport (ZIA)

— ISPR photo

Met Office says night temperature may fall by 1-2 degree

Country’s highest temperaturc 27.8 degree Celsius was
recorded at Satkhira while the lowest 9.6 degrees at

Sun sets today (Friday) at 5:12 pm and rises tomorrow

Temperature and humidity recorded in important cities

Cities/ Towns Temp in degree/ Humidity in
Celsius percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 26.5 12.6 65 73
Chittagong 27.0 15.2 85 75
Khulna 26.4 12.1 74 76
Rajshahi 26.2 10.0 68 84
Dinajpur 25.2 10.0 77 -
| Sylhet 26.0 13.6 78 73
Cox's Bazar 27.5 16.0 70 67
| Dansal 27.0 12.4 90 79

Night temperature may fall
By Staff Cnﬁhspundent |

Weather is likely to remain dry with fair sky across the
country during the next 24 hours commencing 6 am today

Implementation of

IWT-3 project
stressed
By Staff Correspondent

Participants at a workshop
of Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Corporation (BIWTC])
reccommended that all the
existing services of the corpo-
ration should continue to keep
it as a service-oriented orga-
nisatfon.

The

workshop. held

Wednesday at Hotel Purbani on__|

IWE-3 was !'ﬁl.

ga “the a- \

(WH) and the BIWTC. - |
The Resident

Representative of the WB,
Christopher Willoughby, speak-
ing at the workshep, stressed
that need for quick implemen-
tation of the IWT-3 project.
The recommendations of
the participants said that in-
stead of a cut in the fleet of
BIWTC, the exact requirement
of the corporation should be
determined,.
Recommendations said the
manpower of BIWTC should
also be fixed according Lo the
expansion of the corporation.
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'Happy Birthday’

The Dy Shar, 3

Chinese medicinal  Flight Safety course
experts visit certificate giving

BCSIR ceremony held
The visiting four member The certificate awarding
Chinese delegation led by LI ceremony of the sinth Flight

Daning, Deputy Director Gene-
ral of State Administration of
Traditional Chinese Medicine,
People's Republic of China
called on Dr M Walluzzaman,
Chairman Bangladesh Council
of Scientific and Industrial
Research (BCSIR) Dhaka yes-

NBELIEVABLE

28, Dilkusha, C/A (5th Floor)
Tel : 861720, 863554, 251086 Fax : 880-2-863040

Distribution Co. Lid.

(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla)
105, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue
Kawran Bazar
Dhaka-1215
Phone : 232200, 232172, 258462, 81213542

Re-Tender Notice

Sealed Tenders are invited for the following project as
estimated cost mentioned against from the gas pipeline
contractors under category 1.3 enlisted with the Company for the
year 1991-92.

COsl

Gas pipeline construction at 2,15,618.00 only
Mamkganj BSCIC Industrial Estate

Tender documents will be sold at a non-refundable cost of Tk.
400.00 (Taka four hundred) omly per set from Company's
Accounts & Finance Department on all working days from 9.00
| am 10 1.00 pm from 10-12-92 10 14-12-92 and shall have 10 be
dropped in the tender box localed at Pipeline Construction
Depariment at Company's Head Office latest by 11:00 hours on
15-12-92 with Tk. 5000.00 (Taka five thousand) enly as ecamest
| gon:y in the fofm of Bank Draf¢/Pay Order from any scheduled
f Bank of Bangladesh and documentary evidence of contractors
VAT regisiration as per clause 15 of VAT Act, 1991 (if the fizm's
turnover is more than 5 (five) lac ennually)/where the VAT
registration is nol required a certificate in this regard from the
concerned authority & other necessary documents. Tenders shall
be opened on the same day at 11:30 hours in of the
tenderer (s) if any. No tender documents will be sold on the date
of opening of tender.

The contractors who have not completed 75% of '
Pipeline/Riser construction ]:-ojacu (up to 3lst &ﬂﬂm
and the contractors who will be determinéd as successful bidder
for previously tendered Pipeline/Riser mﬁ?
before last date of submission of this tender are not to
participate in the Tender. All other information within
the Tender schedule.

The Company reserves the right MI:DTHHIHF:-!II
all the tenders without incurring any liability or assigning amy
| reason whatsoever.

“oITE I, fTed Afavd e
Gqe offaea= 517 * - gyrINH

Manager

No 110-9/Engg

Pipeline Construction Department

e e ————

| Tender Notice

Dated : 7/12/92

University of Dhaka : Sealed tenders in Dhaka University form "Tender for works" are
hereby invited from the enlisted contractors (Bldg/Furniture) of Dhaka University
for the undermentioned works and will be received by the undersigned up to 12
Noon on the dates mentioned against each work and opened on the same day at
12.15 PM in presence of the contractors who may remain present. Contractors will
have to deposit as earnest money a sum of taka as stated below in Demand Dratft or

Pay Order from any scheduled Bank of Bangladesh. Specification and other

particulars may be had from office of the undersigned all working days except on
the date fixed for submitting the tender after depositing the cost of tender forms
and schedule as stated below against each work to the Janata Bank, TSC branch
(non-refundable) after showing the necessary enlistment papers endorsed by the

work in the Computer
Science (at Computer
Centre) D.U.

Repairing the old fur-
niture in the different
offices, Deptts, & Insti-

Tk 158,856/= Tk 3177/= Tk.100/=

ute of, D.U.
(2nd time tender)

D680

undersigned.
SI | Name of Works Estmated | Eamest] Price of | Time Allowed for Co- | Opening
No Cost oney | Tender Form ietion of the Work Date
1 Some essential repairs Tk. 1,28,313/77 Tk. 2566/= Tk. 100/= 21 days 20th December,
V¢ painting, polishing, 1982
snowcem, colour
washing works at
V.Q's House, D.U.
2 Additional & alteration Tk. 1,24,075/39 Tk. 2482/= Tk. 100/= 30 days 20 December,




