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Import policy to

be liberalised

Country's import policy
awaits a radical change with
relaxation of restrictions on
the trade in liné with the cur-
rent economic reforms, re-
ports UNB.

In a sweeping move o ease
prnudm'll unglu facing the
import trade, the authorities

are learnt to have decided to
-huhh the provision of pass
books for industrial
who now get some p tial
treatment in import of raw
materials.

Official sources said pass
book would be retained only in
case of of the items on
the con list.

As per liberalised import
rules, any Bangladeshi expatri-
ate can import permissible
items on direct payment
abroad, without permission
from the authorities at home.
Price limit in such imports
will also go.

Decision has also been
taken to relax the mandatory
use of flag vessels
in import. Export-oriented in-
dustries will now be free to
choose the transport.

Sources said the
relaxations in import
as per line by the World
.Bank, recently got en-
dorsement by the cabinet.
Formal amnouncement of the
drastic revision of | rt
Policy Order (1991-93) is
likely to be made :

Under the coming c
sources maintained, LCA form
will, henceforth, be required
&ﬂy in case of import to be

trade, set

transacted through banks, At
present, any mode of import
requires filling up of LCA form.

Alongside indent issued by
registered local indenting
firms, to sources, LC
[Letter of Credit) will now be
allowed to open against invoice

‘of foreign suppliers them-

selves. The present import
policy allows LCS to be opened
against indent issued by local
indentors.

All export-oriented firme
enjoying Special Bondedhouse
Warehouse (SBW) facilities will
be allowed duty-free import of
raw and packing materials, ei-
ther on back -to-back LC basis
or upto four months' réquire-
ment without any master ex-
port LC.

These firms, sources said,
will also not require authorisa-
tion from the Bangladesh
Bank, which is now compul-
sory in case of such imports.

Export-oriented garment
industries will be exempted
from the compulsions of taking

permission from the Ministry
of Textiles prior to importing
knit garment wares,

Decisions has also been
taken 1o remove the import
policy provision for, foreign-
owned or multinational firms
to take authorities permission
for importing machinery or
spares for their emergency
renovation or BMRE.

Another decision to squeeze
the control list from 199 im-
portablcs to 99 is also awaiting
official announcement.

SAARC spirit
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Thc indian State Minister
expressed his optimism that
the summit would be held in
Dhaka as per revised schedule
indJ next.

The 7th SAARC summit
which was scheduled on
December 12-13 in Dhaka was
deferred Tuesday by Shri
Lankan President Ranasinghe
Premadasa, the current
Chairman of seven-member
SAARC, As per revised pro-

, the summit will be

Ild between January 9 to 14.

In reply to a question Bhatia
held the state mment of
Uttar Pradesh responsible for
the situation leading to demo-
lition of the historic Mosque.

He explained that the state

t is constitutionally
entrusted with the responsibil-
_lg.cﬁ:lr ensuring law and order.

matter on the disputed
Mosque was lying with court.
Besides;, the fundamentalist
leaders had assured the cen-
tral government that they
would not attack the Mosque.

Bhatia said the leaders who

were responsible for demoli-
tion of the Babri Mosque were
arrested and they would be
tried according to law.,
. "The situation, is now under
control,” he said adding that
the security forces took over
the control of the troubled
area,

Asked about the meeting of
the Council of Ministers,
Bhatia said the council would

prepare the agenda of the 7th
summit.

To another question, he

said the forthcoming summit
would focus on economic is-
sues particularly the

for South Asian Preferential
Trade Arrangement (SAPTA)
and other {ssues relating to 13
areas of cooperation among the
member countries.

Several hurt
in AJM clash

By DMCH Correspondent
Two groups of workers of
Adamjee Jute Mills clashed at
Sonamia Market inn the mills
area leaving several people
wounded, one of them seri-
ously, Wednesday evening.

A 18-year-old boy Akhter
Hossain was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) with hullet

injurtes last night

Muggers kill one:
Girl's body
found in lake

By DMCH Correspondent

Muggers killed a r at
Tipu Sultan Road and police
recovered the body of a young
girl in the I:H.? on Wednesday.

muggers stabbed
to d:nth Ehunnu Mia, 35, a
grocer, at Tipu Sultan Road at

. around 6.30 am Wednesday

when he
Sadarghat.

Witnesses said that four
mu waylaid Chunnu and
stabbed him as he refused to
give them money.

In another

was going to

incident!

- Sabujbagh Police recovered

decomposed body of a young
girl from the lake near
Khilgaon Community Centre in
the city on Wednesday momn-
ing, police sources added.

The girl (13) could not be
identified immediately. Police
scnt the body to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) for autopsy. An
Unnatural Death (UD) case was
registered with Sabujbagh
IPolice.

Premadasa
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mit.

However, no official confir-
mation of the visits was avail-
able until late last night

An AFP report [rom
Islamabad adds: Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
will go ahead with his sched-
uled visit to Bangladesh de-
spite postponement of a South
Asfan Summit at weekend, the
Foreign Ministry here said
Wednesday.

Sharif is to leave for Dhaka
Saturday for a two-day visit.

Shri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa and
Maldives President Mamoun
Abdul Gayyum would also be in

Dhaka enabling summit-level

discussions over the mosque
controversy, a Foreign Ministry
spokesman said.

He said Sharif would have
consultations with Bangladesh

" Prime Minister Khaleda Zia on

thHe situation created the
Babri Mosque demolition,
which sparked violent reaction
in h and Pakistan.

Sharif decided to proceed
with his visit to Dhaka to show
"solidarity with Ba and
to manifest continued support
for SAARC objectives,” the
spokesman said.

.the decision, a quick reply

%
is also the official spo
for the Seventh SA.ALRC
Summit, said that the decision
on deferring the December
12-13 meeting was taken nei-
ther a' the insistence of India
nor B. ngladesh proposed for
it, suggesting that an unani-
mous resolution emerged
among all the countries to suit
the convenience of Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao of
India. -

Asked if India “"imposed”

came from Rahman,” No, it's

factually wrong, nobody can .

impose any decision.”

Replying to queries on how
the agreement was reached,
the Foreign Secrctary said,
"As host country, it was con-
veyed to us (by India that it's
Prime Minister will not be
able to attend), and we con-

it to Shri Lanka.” '

"Until such time our Prime

H!nister is formally elected

-event.

Fwﬂgn Hamﬂ-r h S M Hmuﬁlur Rahmnn rm1ﬂng megn Mim-uru of Pnhmt.an Shn Lanka, Maldives, Nepal and India at ZIA ye:terdny

 SAARC summit agreed

Shri Lanka is
the chairman,” and that was
why, Rahman explained, the
formal announcement came
from Colombo. "This is just a
formal.. . procedural matter”,
he added.

On the question who pro-
posed the postponement, he
said that "one can propose any-
thing but that has to be unan-
imously d by all . . No,
Bangladnﬂ did not pmpuu

"There are many political
complexities”, he commented
at one stage trying to explain
the way the postponement
came.

The Bangladesh Foreign
Secretary admitted that the
deferment of the summit has
"diminished" the spirit of the
"Yes, that's an obvious

the chairman,

fact.”

Asked if there was any pos-
sfbility of an amendment to
the SAARC Charter that bars
from holding the summit
without any of the heads of
state or government, Rahman
replied in the negative.

"The fact that they do come
in a majur commitment (to

.. if any head of state is

substituted by somebody else,
that may become a prnct:l-:t

He informed that “the
Standing Committee has con-
cluded its work and prepared
a draft report.” The report,
along with the one of the
Programming Committee, will
be placed before the Council
of Ministers, composed of the
Foreign Ministers.

The Council of Ministers
begins iis two-day meeting
today as scheduled, and all the
ministers are already in the
city.

Rahman said that all the
three reports, those of the
Programming Commitiee, the
Standing Committee and the
Council of Ministers, would be
ready for consideration for the
summiteers when they meet
in January.

Asked whether bilateral is-
sues would sneak into the
agenda of the bilateral meet-
ings between ministers, an
evasive reply came from
Rahman, "There has been an
open-cnded agenda,” insisting
that he was speaking in his
capacity as the SAARC
spokesman.

Two more k]]led, 130 m]ured
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Thé Additiona) District
Magistrate of Bhola 'told The
Daily Star over telephone that
tension was runnlng high in

1 the town on Wednesday.

A match factory was burned

by a group of people in the
morning and many houses
were damaged during the day,
he said adding that the situa-
tion was "under control.”

Our Sylhet Correspondent
adds: With the deterioration of
the law and order situation in
Suna j town, Section 144
has been imposed from noon
Wednesday. About 20 persons
including one BDR havilder
and 2 police personnel were
injured there in sporadic inci-
dents. A fire-fighting vehicle
was also d today.

When contacted, the SP,
Su | confirmed all these
informations last night. A

number shops
Hasannagar, Shnlaghnr nrﬂlin
Kalibari areas were ransacked.
Temples at Ramkrishna
Mission, Kaltbari, lurgabari and
Jagannathbari were damaged
badly this noon by the unrully
people. Some shops in the
bazar were also set on fire.

Meanwhile, the situation in
Sylhet was now stated to be
normal.

Our Jessore Correspondent
reports: Temple at Sukpukuria
Daspara under Sukpukria
Union of Chowgacha Dha.
Thana in Jessore was burnt to
ashes by a group of local peo-
ple on the night following cir-
culation of the news of d
done to Babri Mosque in India
according to a delayed infor-
mation. When contacted TNO
Chowgacha Hazratali confirm-
ing it told Daily Star that he
had visited the place of occur-
rence with O/C Chowgacha
Police Station yesterday. The

incident has been communi-
cated to DC, Jessore, he
added.

UNB adds from Sherpur:
The district administration
imposed Scction 144 in the
town for an indefinite period
since | pm Wednesday in the
wake of rowdy protest against
the razing of historic Babri
Mosque.

Law and order situation de-
teriorated in the town since
last Tuesday following demoli-
tion of the 16th century
mosque at Ayodhya in India's
Uttar Pradesh state by Hindu
fundamentalists, which
touched off shockwaves and
protests round the globe.,

A number of temples,
houses and business estab-
lishments came under mob at-
tacks in the last two days, wit-
nesses and officials said.

Police and paramilitary BDR
are patrolling the tense town.

Nirmul body
human chain
programme
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Samannaya Committee will
form a human chain in the
capital tuday to project the
solidarity of the cross section
of people with the committee's
four-point demand including
trial of Golam Azam for war
crimes.

Parliament members,
Nirmul committee activists,
political leaders and workers,
members of different profes-
sional groups and trade union
bodies will form the one-hour
human chain stretching from
Bahadur Shah Park to Jatiya
Sangsad via Bangabandhu
Avenue, Press Club, Shahbag
and Farmgate. The pro-
grammes starts at 12 noon.

Earlier, gatherings would
be at the strategic
points on the chain's route,

BSF pushes
120 more into
Bangladesh

LALMONIRHAT, Dec 9:
Some 120 Bangla-speaking
Indian Muslims were pushed
into Bangladesh on Monday
and y, resuming a con-
troversial BSF operation even
detested widely by Indians
themselves, reports UNB.

Witnesses and villagers said
the pushes were given through
different border points in the
district. Banglnd:nh Rifles,
however, put the numiber of
push victims at 5 only.

Among the 120, five were
sent back to India by a local
Union Parishad authorities.

Govt has failed
to tackle

communal
forces: CPB

By Staff Correspondent

Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) Wednesday
accused the government of
"total failure" in tackling the
situation arising here out of
the Babri Mosque demolition
by Hindu Fundamentalists in
India.

"Because of the govern-
ment's failure the funda-
mentalists forces here have
attacked their political rivals
and also the minority
community.” Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik told reporters at a press
conference at the party office.

‘He said that the unholy fun-
damentalist forces attacked
and set afire the CPB office on
Monday in presence ol police

and Bangladesh Rifles person-
nel.

Uphold peace
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He strongly condemned
the Ayodhya incident and said
that the forebearance shown
by the people - in upholding
social peace and discipline
was the expression of Islamic
ideals though secularism was

‘ not a basic principle of

esh Constitution.

The Information Minister®

said that the destruction of
centurfes-old historic Babri

Mosque had hurt the religious
sentiment of Muslims over
the world including

Bangladesh. The Indian gov-
ernment had failed to give pro-
tection to the Mosque, he said
adding: This had proved that
India was not a secular state
though secularism was incor-
porated in the Indian consti-
tution.

Human Rights
Day today

Human Rights Day will be

observed in Bangladesh as
elsewhere in the world today,
reports UNB.

The Day, an annual obser-
vance of the United Nations,
marks the adoption of the
Universal
Human Rights by the United
Nations General Assembly in
1948.

National body to
probe ‘paracetamol
scandal’ demanded

By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh Pharmaceutical

Society at a press conference
Wednesday demanded forma-
tion of a national commission
to probe the ‘'paracetamol
scandal’ and recommend ways
to avert repetation of such in-
cidents in future.

The society suggested that
the commission be headed by

a High Court judge and be

composed of representatives
from the Pharmacy Council of
Bangladesh, Bangladesh
Medical Association, Aushad
Shilpa Samity,
Administration, Drug Testing
Laboratories and Bangladesh
Pharmaceutical Society.

. It also demanded punish-
ment to the persons responsi-
ble for manufacturing and
marketing of the injurious

paracetamol syrup.

Khoka Roy dead

CALCUTTA, Dec 9: Khoka
Roy, veteran Communist leader
of undivided Bengal and for-

mer member of the
h Communist Party
Secretariat, died at his

Baranagar residence today. He

was B85,

| been deferred by

Declaration of

Drug

— PiD photo

Lankan FM
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summit for adoption.

He also referred to the pro-
poscd South Asian Preferential
Trade  Arrangement (SPTA)
and the South Asian Develop-
ment Fund.

Replying to a question, the
Shri Lankan Foreign Minister
said the postponement of the
SAARC summilt is yet to be of-
ficlally announced. "The cur-
rent Chairman of the SAARC
will have to formally announce
the postponement”, he said.

When his attention was
drawn to the explosive situa-
tion triggered by the razing ol
the Babri Mesque, Herat said,
"We cxpress concern over it
and condemn those who de-
molished the mosque”.

Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman received his

Lankan counterpart at the
airport.

Foreign Minister of thc
Maldives Fatulla Jameel also
arrived here lastnight to at-
tend the meeting of SAARC
Council of Ministers. ~

Talking to reporters at the
airport, he said that the past
ycar of the SAARC was an
"active period” and hoped the
nex! ycar will also be so under
the chairmanship of Prime
Ministcr Begum Khaleda Zia.

Kanju
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Anwar Kemal were present.
Talking Lo newsmen on ar-
rival, Kanju expressed concern
and shock at the demolition of
historic Babri Mosque by fa-
natic Hindus in India. "It's very

| unfortunate”

In an emotion-chocked
voice, he said "the incident not
only hurt the sentiment of the
people of South Asian region
but also the peace-loving peo-
ple of the entire world",

"This is the issue of last two
years,” he said and regretted
that the government ol India
had failed to fulfil the constitu-
tional obligation for protecting
the religious right and ensur-
ing security of the minority as
well as honour court verdict
and ‘international commitment
for protecting life and prop-
erty of the minority.

Replying to a question, he
said he had come here for
holding formal discussions
with SAARC foreign ministers
to prepare the agenda of the
forum's summit, which has
a month in
the wake of the worst commu-
nal violence in the sub-conti-
nent in recent time.

Replying to a question on
the postponement of the
summit earlier scheduled for
December 12-13, he ex-
pressed optimism about stag-
ing the meet on the revised
schedule. "We are looking
ward to holding the summit”.

He referred to the brotherly

relations between the two
Muslim 'countries and ex-
pressed solidarity with the

people of Bangladesh.
Nepali Minister
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The Nepalese Minister ar-
rived in Dhaka for the SAARC
Council of Ministers' meeting
scheduled for December 10-11
to finalise the agenda for the
7th SAARC Summit which will
now be held next month.

Joshy parried a question on
Indian Prime Minister's recent
observation that Nepal could
not talk on waters with any
other country except India.

Talks with Indian Prime
Minister during his recent
visit to Kathmandu were con-
fined to the water of Tunak
river that flows through Nepal
and India, he said.
~ Earlier in a statement Joshy
said he was looking forward to
discussing bilateral matters
with Bangladesh besides at-
tending the SAARC Council of
Ministers' meeting.

He daeu:rl:-ld
tions with Bnnm
good,” especially in Lh: Hﬂd
trade, and

that cooperation h:t-ﬂ:n
two countries would be ex-
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CAIRD, Dec # Police

up 150 muilitants in two dawn raids

DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 10, 1992

150 more Muslim extremists
hﬂﬂhm

a security sweep of a
Catro said they rounded
. The arrests in

MOSCOW, Dec 9 Russia’'s highest legisiature on

rejecied confirmation of Yegor Gaddar in the post of Prisse

Hinhtcrbylvntrﬂfmtnm The

candidacy, e

of CGaddar's

President Boris Yeltsin on

rr-rlttda}:npru tzhrﬂtmu-ﬂﬂ:mﬂ
economic reforms in Russia, reports AFP.

BJP, Jamaat
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them. o

Muslims in the country
must show patience consider-
ing the securt of other
Muslims abroad, viewed.

Hasina cautioned the pﬁ
to remain alert against
‘dual role’ of Jamaat activists
and instructed party workers
and others to constitute Peace
Brigade' at every ‘Mahalla’
comprising of people irre-
spective of cast, creed, reli-
gion and party aflillations to
maintain peace and harmony.

Awami League believes in
the freedom of all religions
and does nol support commu-
nal pohlics in the name of re-
ligion, she stated :ddln; the
ovs Mit, yeoperty aeed ol
;:l life, property relt-

In this context, the opposi-
tion leader reiterated her alle-
tion that the government
ad totally fafled to carry out
its sacred duty.

The Anti-Terrorism Law
was enacted to maintain peace,
asserting this the AL chief
questioned, why this law was
not enforced in connection
with the acts of arson and loot
that occurred in the country as
a sequel to the demolition of
Babri Mosque? This black Jaw
only aims at oppressing the
opposition workers, and for
snatching people's fundamen-
tal rights, she added.

Arranged by AlL's city
branch at the Bangabandhu
Avenue in the afternoon, the
Peace Rally was also addresscd
by the Party Presidium mem-
bers Abdur Razzak, MP, Sajcda
Choudhury,MP, General Secre-
tary Zillur Rahman, Matia
Choudhury, MP, AL leaders
Mofazzal Hosain Choudhury
Mava. Advocate Kamrul Islam.
City Al. President Mohammad
Hantl presided.

Zillur Rahman dl:nmndr:f
the dgovernment lo ensurc

religious groups’ rights lo
practis¢ undisturbed thair re-
spective religions. Sccularism

Rao : Alliance
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become a war zone. Nightly,
raiding parties attack neigh-
boring colonies with knives,
hatchets, gasoline-filled bottles
and light bulbs filled with acid.

The stock market, the
country's largest, was closed
for the fourth day in Bombay.
Economists and businessmen
were concerned that the unre-
lenting violence would cast
doubts on Rao's drive to en-
courage foreign investment
through his liberalizing re-
forms,

Muslim religious bodies ap-
pealed for calm, asking their
people not to attack Hindus
and refrain from violence. The
Dalai Lama, the exiled Tibetan
leader and Nobel Peace prize
laureate, also tssued a call for
tolerance and mutual respect.

BJP leaders LK vani,
Murli Manchar Joshi and sev-
eral other nationalist leaders
were to appear in court on
Thursday in Faizabad,

Ayodhya's twin city, to face
criminal charges.
They were indicted en

three counts of inciting reli-
gious enmity and violence
through their speeches al-
legedly encouraging Hindu

zealots to destroy the mosque.
F e ————

mift

Fundamentalist forces of
the country patronised by
Jamaat damaged and
looted properties T
the houses the

Hindus, he b
stressed
mﬁq:‘h solid unity of all
pro-liberation forces to get

away from the clutch of fanatic
forces. '

Sub-judges case

From Page |1 Col 7
he said.

At this point the Attorney
General sought the
adjournment. He submitted to
the court that as he had been
recently admitted to the
Diabetic Hospital for five days,
he “could not make any
contact” with higher ups in the
government as per his earlier
statement

The Attorney General had
sought 10 time, assuring
the Court of "d the
matter with the highest

authority of the country with a
view te b “about a

of the constitution,” the day
application was

the Writ
moved

Since UL Is A k‘.ﬂl’
unpor tant Jdebatable  matier
and it nvede  sovund
dethe s ticne an the matier
miay Lx .;J_,uurnm'l 1
TU M Taaligy wia '11 L C U"* i i g
U n.il..ui..ll.llh iy suid
n has subnission 1|runu||-, the
heartng yesterday

It alun trnn:pin:d in the
Court in course of the
submission by the Altorney
General that the government
was considering consulting
with the Supreme Court
regarding the posting,
promotion and grant of leave
of Magistrates performing
judicial functions.

The Writ was filed
challenging the exercise of
power by the President while
promoting subordinate
without consulting the
Supreme Court and the
‘impugne’ action of the Law
Ministry in allowing two of the
sub-judges to be su A

The respondents in the
petition included the Law
Minister and Bangladesh
through the Cabinet Secretary,
the Secretary, Ministry of
Law, and the Secretary,
Ministry of Establishment.

The petitioners included
Syed Mahbub All and
Khandaker Abdul Mannan,
President and General
Secretary rclpectlwly of the
Dhaka Ainjibi Samity

Barrister Islam was assisted

by, among others, Bm:r
. n

Shaflique Ahmed
Ahmed Choudhury and Delwar
Hossain.

Radda Barnen

Radda Barnen Reception
Postponed

We regret to inform our invitees that due to
unavoidable drcumstances the rec?hnn
Radda Barnen (Swedish save the chi
10, 1992 from 6:30 PM. to 8:00 PM. at Hotel Purbani

International has been postponed. We are sorry for any
inconvenience this may cause.

Resident Representative

House 55, Road 5, Dhanmondi R.A
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