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NEWS BRIEFS

Indo-Bangla
flag meet held

RAJSHAHI, Dec B: A flag
meeting between Bangladesh
Rifles and Indian Border
Security Force was held
Monday on the river bank of
Padma in fronl of an Indian
border outpost. Fruitiul dis-
cussions were held in the
meeting on the issue of push
in and curbing of smuggling.
Decisions were taken in the
meeting to strengthen anti-
smuggling drive and to stop
the push in issue,.

reporis BSS,
Indian citizen
rreste ]

RAJSHAII, Dec 8: A special
squad of 20 rifle battalion ar-
rested an Indian ecftizen and
seized some Indian goods from
a bordering village Bulanpur ol
the district Monday. Acting on
a secrel information the BDR
personnel led by Nayek Md
Shamsul Haque arrested the

person while releasing a

loaded bag from a boat. The
Indian citizen was identified as

Abdul Majid of village
. post Katlamari, po-
lice station Raninagar, district

Murshidabad. The seized goods
included Indian glass, parts of
bicycle and Indian medicine,
rcporis BSS,

BFUJ joint
meet tomorrow

A joint meeting of the out-
going and the newly elected
executive committees of

esh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) will be held
tomorrow at 10-30 am at the
union office at Jatiya Press
Club, a BFUJ press release said
yesterday. All members of the
two committees have been re-
quested to attend the meeting,
reports BSS.

Quake in Bay
of Bengal
NEW DELHI, Dee 8: An in-
lense earthquake in the Bay of

Bengal was recorded ncar a
remote island Tuesday, offi-

cials said. reports AP,

T e ————

The Seventh SAARC Su-
mmil scheduled for December
12-13 in Dhaka has been
deferred by a month, Foreign
Minister ASM Mostafizur
Rahman said last night. The
summit may begin January 9.

The decision came formally
from Colombo since Shri Lanka
is still the chairman of the
Association, the Foreign
Minister told The Daily Star.

However, Rahman said, the
two-day meeting of the Council
of Minister of which the
Foreign Minister are members
will be held as scheduled,
beginning Thursday.

The Bhutanese Foreign
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Minister is already in the city
and the other five minister in-
cluding Indian Minister of
State for External Affairs
Raghunandan Lal Bhatia are
scheduled to arrive in the city
today.

Bhatia is to reach Dhaka at
3 in the afternoon.

Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao's inability to at-
tend the annual event due to
what a senior Indian High
Commission official said "a very
fluid situation” in his country

alter Friday's demolition of a

16-century mosque at the
temple town of Ayodhya has
led to the postponement only

By Toufigue Imrose Khalidi

before schedule
of

three days

The smashing
mosque by Hindu militants has
been described as Lthe most
shameful national event since
the assassination of India's
Hberation heroc Mahatma
Gandhi.

Rao, who heads a minority
government, faces the tough-
est test of his 17 months in
power over the issue. The 71-
year-old Prime Minister, a sca-
soned politician who served as
a successful Foreign Minister
under the governments of
Indira and Rajiv Gandhis, is be-
ing blamed for failing to take
pre-emptive steps to save the

the

disputed shrine.

The event has evoked sharp
criticism from his nents
who have demanded that he
quit, and angered the Muslims
who make up 12 per cent of
the country’'s electoral popula-
tion.

According to diplomalic
sources in Dhaka , the deciston
was finalised in the evening

?rt'slcrdaf and aflterwards a
ormal announcement was

made from Colombo.,

['he sources, who spoke on
condition ol anonymity, said
that the announcement fol-
lowed "consultations” at the
highest political level.
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According o some sources,
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia had a telephonic conversa-
tion Monday night with her
iIndian counterpart during
which they reportedly dis-
cussed the fate of the summit.

However, when asked at the
press briefling in the evening
yesterday, Foreign Secretary
Reaz Rahman did not confirm
the telephone talks. "l am not
aware of it,” he said.

Responding to wvolley of
questions from reporters, the
Foreign Secrelary did not rule
out the possibility of the post-
penement, although he
stressed that the meeting of

PUBLICITY

178-8, Purana Pakan. Dhaka- 1000

Tel 239935, 405000

SAARC Summit postponed

the Council of Ministers were
on schedule.

But he remained non-com-
mittal as before: “I'm not In a
position to say whether the
summit will be held or not.”

Then he hastened to add.
"Let me make it clear that as
far as Bangladesh government
is concerned, we have made all
the arr ments and we are
reacly to hold the summit. This
is the position as of now."

The Deoor Darshan, the
Indian national television
network, however, reported in
the evening that the summit
had been postponed.

See Page 12 Col 6

Curfew in Bhola: Clash, pollce f1r1ng in city: Hundreds injured across country
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Bangabﬂndhu Avenue durmg hartal hours {tup} and pﬂhcemvn actlng as buffers as Nirmul body men and Jamaat
activists confront one another near Paltan crossing in the city(above)yesterday.

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

Al least four persons were
killed and several hundred in-
jured in police firing and inci-
dents of arson during the
dawn-to-dusk hartal across the
country Tuesday.

An indefinite curfew was
imposed in Bhola from 4 pm
Tuesday.

Nazrul Islam, a driver
working for a private company,
wias killed in Dhaka when he
was hit by a bullet in his left
cye near Baitul Mukarram
mosque.

Three children died in
Kutubdia when thetr houses
were sct ablaze,

Kutubdia thana sources said
over lelephone that the threc
children ‘were rmftcdl'y

killed at Ali Akbardel Union, 3
km off the headquarters, when
a group of people set 51
houses of fishermen on fire
lcaving some 450 people
homeless.

The authorities also had to
impose Section 144 in Khulna
and in Sylhet and Ghior to
check the volatile situations.

Police used batons, lobbed
lear gas shells and fired rubber
bullets to break up clashes be-
iween supporters of the
Ghatok Dalal Nirmul
Committee and the Jamaat-
Shibir-Jubo Command activists
and also to disperse mobs that
altacked Hindu

Samannye (coordinating)

See Page 12 Col 2

Jamaat-Shibir men burn
National Flag

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Dec 8: The
National Flag, achieved
through much blood and fire,
wis torn here today by rowdy
activists belonging to the
Jamaat-e-Islami and its stu-

dent wing — the Islami
Chhatra Shibir. °
The local Muktijoddha

Sangsad (freedom [ighters’
council) office was damaged,
its signboard destroyed and
the sangsad flag torn in an at-
tack by militant Jamaat work-
crs, witnesses said.

Several crackers were
blasted during the attack on
the Muktijoddha Sangsad at
Simon Road in the town, they
said.

The witnesses said that
hundreds of slogan-shouting
Jamaat and Shibir activists at-
tacked the office at about
11.30 am.

The marchers stoned the
office and tore the National
Flag,

They also burned a banner
of the Sangsad, witnesses said.

District commander of the
Muktijoddha Sangsad Moham-
mad Al alleged that the
Jamaat workers also damaged
the victory s sct up at the
local .Public Library ground for
the victory fair on December
13,

Heavy brickbatting started

Sec Page 12 Col 6
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Pakistan play
Shri Lanka today
Sports Reporter

Pakistan take on Shri Lanka
in today's match of the first
ever SAARC cricket tourna-
ment today at 9:30 am at the
Dhaka Stadfum.

The tournament grinded to
a sudden halt when the match
beiween India and hosts
Binghdtl.h had to be called off

n Monday because of trouble
ln the stands as a sequel to the
demolition of the Babri

Mosque in Ayodhya, India on
Sunday.

Pakistan now have two
points from two outings while
Shri Lanka, who have also
played two matches, are yet Lo
open their account.

Detailed report on Page 10.

Joint peace

procession
today

A joint meeting of the lea-
ders of Nationalist
Party (BNP) and {ts front
organisations including Chha-
tra Dal, Sramik Dal, Juba Dal,
JASSAS, Mahila Dal, Sechha
Sebak Dal and Krishak Dal,
held al BNP central office
yesterday evening, strongly
condemned
demolition of | | in
Indha by Hindu fundamentalis(

| forces, reports BSS.

Presided over by BNP
Secretary General Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukder the
meeting demanded immediate
rcconstruction of DBabri
Mosque at its original place.

Sce Page 12 Col 7

AL peace
procession

today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Awami league
(AL) will hold a peace rally to
be followed by a proces-
sfon today with the call to
maintain communal harmony.
The rally will be held at the
party central office at
Bangabandhu Avenue at 3 pm.

AL chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina will address the

rally.

LK Advani

Advani, 6 other
Hindu leaders
arrested

From Mahfuz Anam

NEW DELHI, Dec 8B: In a
sweeping move the govern-
ment of PV Narasimha Rao ar-
rested L K Advani, the BJP
(Bharatia Janata Party) parlia-
mentary leader and the leader
of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Murli Monohar Josi,
President of BJP, Ashok

Sce 'age 12 Col 3

Troops clear Hindus from mosque site

Unrest across India

NEW DELHI, Dec 8: With
more than 400 people already
dead in Hindu-Muslim riots,
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao Tuesday faced a new
threat — a Hindu backlash
against his decision to rebuild
the mosque destroyed by
Hindu radicals, reports AP, -

In a rare step, the govern-
ment * empowered security
forces to shoot rioters on sight
Bombay and Bhopal, cities
which witnessed large- at:alt:
violence.

Unrest continued for a see-
ond day only slightly abated in
most of India's 32 states and
territories, news agencies said.

In a day of swift develop-
ments, police in New Delhi
and the temple town of
Ayodhya arrested the top lead-
crs @f the powerful Hindu na-
tionalist opposition, accusing

continues: 400 killed

them of inciting sectarian vio-
lence.

Federal troops also cleared
Hindu extremists and holy
men [rom the ruins of the
mosque in the northeastern
city of Ayodhya that they de-
molished on Sunday, where
they already had begun build-
ing a temple.

The Iranian government
summoned the Indian ambas-
sador in Teheran to press de-
mands for the reconstruction
of the 16th-century Babri
mosque. Hindu emotions ran
high in India after reports that
thousands of Muslims in
neighboring Pakistan and
Bangladesh attacked Hindu

properties and burned dozens
of temples to the ground.

The government censored
photographs from a burning

See Page 12 Col 8

Rao gets Cong-1
backing, wins
confidence vote

NEW DELHI, Dec 8: Indian
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao today won a vote of confi-
dence from his party and cabi-
net and reiterated a govern-
ment pledge to rebuild a
mosque destroyed by Hindu
fanatics on Sunday, reports
AFP.

Rao, 71, under pressure
[rom secular opposition parties
to quit for failing to proteet
the 16th century mosque in
Ayodhya, told MP's from his
Congress (I) party that he was
determined the shrine will be
rebutlt.

The Government may have

See Page 12 Col 8

‘Opposition closing in on Rao

From Kuldip Nayar in New Delhi

News analysis

One [allout of the demoli-
lion of the Babri Masjid struc-
ture has been the opposition’s
unanimous demand for the
ousting of Narasimha Rao
India's Prime Minister. It has
refused to recognise him as

' leader of the House and there-

fore he has not been able to sit.
with the Janata Dal and the
Left party leaders, which he

* has been wanting to do, to dis-

cuss the matter.

Speaker Shivraj Patel con-
vened a meeting of all political
parties represented in the Lok
Shabha but there was no set-
tlement. Chandrasekhar, for-

mer’ minister and leader
of the Samajwadi Janata Dal,
said that he lor one would not
accept him as the prime min-
ister and would therefore nei-
ther meet him, in that capac-
ity, nor hear him in the House.

The Communist Party
(Marxists) is not all that rigid
because, according teo its

spokesman, his successor from

the Congress pafty would still

be worse. The party does not
like the two aspirants, Human

Resource Development
Minister Arjun Sin and
Defence Minister Sharad
Pawar.

The Janata Dal is expecting
See Page 12 Col |
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