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I‘lilunnl'ﬂtw ue at

Ayodhya in India, clashed with

police.
Thousands of agitated prg-

testors in the capital and other

s* took to the streets
throughout the day. Demons-
trators attacked temples, busi-
nesses and offices.

A number of peace proces-
sions were also brought out
including an all-party ,peace
march in the city.

Angry mobs burned a num-
ber of temples and offices
around the country including
the Indian High Commission
Library, the Indian Airlines of-
fice and the Communist Party
of Bangladesh central office in
Dhaka.

At least 500 persons were
injured, including about 50 po-
licemen, as the protestors
_sporadically clashed with po
lice. At least 200 people were
in ured in the city while an-

r 100 were injured in the
Pbrl Cily.

Several hundred people

Star Report

In Dhaka
was burned

attacked them.

Radharaniashram at 5I1ynm~

yur near Fatullah was burned
glﬂm\"dlt about 7

were also torched.

The Joikali temple, Nawab-

Cabinet
condemns

A special cabinet meeting
was held yesterday with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
in the chair to consider the
situation arising from the de-
struction of the Babri Mosque
in Ayodhya in India, reports
UNI3.

The cabinet unequivocally

and in the strongest terms ex- '

pressed ils condemnation of
the demolition of the more
than 400-year-old Mosque and
those responsible for the inci-
dent.

Sece Page 12 Col 7

ty, one temple
three others

- heavily damaged when mobs

pm Sun-
day. The attackers destroyed
images of the deity. Several
houses in the neighbourhood

ganj Rishi Para temple and
another temple at Sutrapur
also came under attack and
were

Law en mmt
used gunshots, rubber bullets
and tear gas shells at random
to disperse the demonstrators
and bring the situations under
control. Scction 144 was im-
posed in a number of towns.

A tense situation was pre-
vailing in the city and other
places while law enforcement

agencics were being kept on
high alert and posted at vari-
ous strategic locations.

Reports of disturbances
were also received from Chi-
ttagong, Comilla, Narayanganj,
Manikganf, Mymensingh, Raj-
bari, Jamalpur, Khulna, Farid-
pur, Pabna, Netrakona and
other places.

More than 200 were hurt in
clashes between stone-throw-
ing people and police in dif-
f[erent places of the capital
where sporadic processions
were brought out protesting
the failure of the Indian gov-
ernment to protect the

Sce Page 12 Col 3
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‘Babri Mosque demolition sparks off v1olence marred protests

Hundreds injured,
temples damaged
across country

Fire Service men rescuing Indian Airlines women from the airlines office in the downtown
Dhaka (left) moments befnre the office was set ablaze (right) by mobs protesting Babri Mosque

demolition mtal'da}'

— Star pl‘mto

Bharat
bandh
today

NEW DELHI, Dec 7: Scveral

SAARC Sccretary General | Muslim organisations and the

Ibrahim Zaki now in the city
called on Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia at her
Secretariat oflice here yester-
day. During the meeting Be-
gum Zia stressed the need for
eradication of poverty from the
SAARC member countries.
SAARC Secretary General prai-
sed the arrangement madc for
holding of the Seventh SAARC
Summit and appreciated the
agenda of the summit, reports

Total lunar
eclipse Dec 10

A total lunar eclipse will
take place on December 10
(Thursday), an ISPR press re-
lease said. The moon will enter
penumbra at 2-55.4 am and
will lecave penumbra at 8-32.7
am on the day. The moon will
enter umbra at 3-39.4 am and
will leave umhra at 7-28.8 am.
However, the total eclipse will
begin at 5-06.8 am and will
end at 6-21.5 am. The magni-
tude of the eclipse will be

88 more held on

various charges

Police rounded up 55 peo-
ple from diflerent parts of the
cily in last 24 hours on various
charges, a DMP press release
said. Of the arrested, two were
.wanted criminals, nine ac-
cused in arms cases, two on
charge of terrorism, one in
- kidnapping case and five for
stealing, reports UNB.

JCD sweeps college
union polls

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 7: Jatiya-
tabadf Chhatra Dal (JCD) swept
the student union elections of
Shahajadpur Government Coll-
ege and Sirajganj Islamia Co-
llege today. In Shahajadpur
College, JCD secured 10 seats
out of 20. Shimul Huq of pro-
JSD (Inu) Chhatra
Abdul Aziz of JCD elected
VP and GS respectively. JCD
won all the 19 seats in Islamia
College where Papu [slam was
elected VP and Aminul Islam
GS, reports UNB.

41 more Rohmgras
return home

COX'S BAZAR, Dec 7: Ten
families of Rohingya refugees
comprising 41 members today
voluntarily went back to their
homes in Myanmar thmu&?

Raingakhali Transit Camp, o
cial sources said tonight, re-

ports BSS.

League and -

national front-left front com-
bine have jointly given a call
for Bharat bandh tomorrow to
protest against the demolition
of Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, re-
ports PTI.

The Naib Imam of Jama
Masjid, Syed Ahmed Bukhari
said that Muslim leaders defy-
ing the curfew restrictions in
the walled city would march
from Jama Masjid to the Prime
Minister's residence tomorrow

See Page 12 Col 2

NEW DELHI, Dec 7: The
government announced a ban
Monday on fundamentalist
groups after more than 200
Muslims and Hindus were
killed in religious riots.

The nationwide tumult

. slarted alter Hindu zealots

destroyed a Muslim mosque
in the northern town of
Ayodhya on Sunday.

The worst carnage was in
the country's business capital
of Bombay, where 40 people
were killed Monday. Army
troops took over security in

several neighbourhoods, Mo- -

re -than 160 others were
killed in at lcast two dozens
towns spanning almost every
state, news agencics re-
ported.

Chief government spokes-
man S Narendra said the

government was preparing a
list of organizations that will
be outlawed, including Mus-
lim fundamentalist groups.
Details will be released later,
he said.

The -unprecedented - ban
would cover the World Hindu
Council, which led the attack
on the 430-year-old Babri
Mosque.

When enforeed, the ban
will empower the pgovern-
ment to seize bank accounts.
The groups will riot be al-
lowed to operate offices or
hold public meetings.

Narendra said authorities

~ will take steps to rcbuild the

mosque and take "the
strongest action possible un-
der the law" against those
who instigated and carried
out the assault.

| Communal groups banned : Hindu militants build brick

200-plus killed in Indian riots over Babri mosque

hhut 300,000
had assembled In
before
sacked.

The BJP uscd the temple
issue to leapfrog in two elec-
tions from 2 seats to 119 in
the 545- member Parlia-
ment, becoming the largest
opposition party.

Sunday's attack and the

ensuing riots would appear to
have severely discredited the

yodhya.

the mosque was

On Monday, BJP leader L
K Advani resigned as leader
of opposition in Parliament,
accepting moral responsibil-
ity for the destruction of the
mosque,

The BJP ... will have to pay

a heavy prlcc for its abysmal
conduct. Its brand of nation-

alism, far from uniting the

platform on fallen mosque

‘Hindu community, has sown
the secds of distrust and di-

visiveness,” the conservative
Times of India said in'a front-
page editorial.

In Parliament, opposition
legislators criticized Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
for failing to prevent the
storming, which was an-
nounced a month ago by the
Hindu groups.

Despite calls for his resig-
nation, Rao's position as head
of state and leader of the
Congress Party did not ap-
pear to be threatened imme-
diately.

In Ayodhya, thousands of
Hindus started the construc-
E: of a temple on the site of
the fallen mosque. By night-
fall, they had built a I_EEZE-

Sce Page 12 Col 1

- demolish

CBI warned
Rao 5 days
in advance !

Star Exclusive

From Kuldip Nayar

NEW DELHI, Dec 7: Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao is
being blamed for failing to act
in time to protect the Babri
Mosque.

Rao s said to have been
wamed by the Central Bureau
of Intelligence [ive days in
advance that the militants may
. the 16-century

ue.

Still, he did not take any

See Page 12 Col 7

& peace procession mlhng for mmntmmng cnmmunal hannun}r in the city yesterday
— Star, phutu

City rally
calls for
peace

By Staff Correspondent

Thousands of people took
part in a peace procession led
by Dhaka City Corporation
Mayor Mirza Abbas MP yester-
day evening to mobilize public
support in favour of communal
harmony.

The procession, bro

from the Press Club premises

‘at 4 pm marched through

Gulistan, Nababpur Road and

. ended in the Victoria Park

premises. The Mayor, earlier
at a rally, denounced the fun-
damentalists of India for rav-
aging the Babri ue but
said "that does not justify any
fundamentalist in our country
t:arrflng out any subversive ac-
tivities to destroy the tr‘ndi-
tional communal harmony
Urging to keep peace ln the
Sec Page 12 Col 6
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Uncertainty reigns
over SAARC summit

By Tnuﬁque Imrose Khalidi

}Ulth four days to go, shad-

| ows of uncertainty loom large
~over the Seventh SAARC Sum-

mit scheduled for December
12-13, with top SAARC dip-
lomats now in Dhaka rcluctant
to rule out the possibility of a
last-minute postponement,
owing to the developments in
Indfa.

Cynics say Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao may prefer

staying back home to attending
‘the two-day regipn

al event in
Dhaka, tnlcthism house in

order. And such a decision,
possibilities of which are get-
ting stron will force the
husl:l Bﬂngdcsh to put ofl the
summit to honour the seven-
nation forum's Charter.

"The SAARC Charter does
not permit the summit to take
place with any of the heads of
state and government not at-

tending,” said the H:pales:
Foreign Secretary, speaking on
the possibilities of postpone-
ment.

"l don't rule out the possi-
bility," the Nepalese diplomat
said. But he hastened to add,
"The way the governments of
Bangladesh and Pakistan are
acting is encouraging”. |

Talking to newsmen after
yesterday's Standing Commi-
ttee meeting, host Foreign
Secretary Reaz Rahman said
that he was not in a position to
say whether the summit would
go ahead or not, admitting the
incidents of attacks on the
Indian targets in Dhaka and
other parts of the country, as a
sequel to the demolition of the
Babri Mosque.

"We are all monitoring the
situation. Other than that I'm

See Page 12 Col 1
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It's a shame, scream

NEW DELHI, Dec 7: Indian
news condemned today
the truction of a 16th cen-
tury Mosque by fanatical
Hlndul and urged that it be
rebuilt as a gesture of national
unity and reconciliation, re-
ports Reuter,

Hindu militants plunged
India into what Prime Minister
P V Narasimha Rao called a
crisis on Sunday by tecar-
ing down the Mosque in the
temple town of
Ayodhya which they believe
stands on the birthplace of
" their god-king Lord Rama.

"The nation must hang its

head in shame over what has
happened at Ayodhya, the
Hindustan Times said in a
front-page editorial, The dam-
age has been done not to the

- Mosque — whatever it was built

Eiru—buttnwhntlr'sdhltnndl

The Statesman in a front

editorial invoked India's

pendence leader and apo-

stle of non-viclence, Mahatma

Gandhi, in urging that the
ue be rebuilt.

If the father of the nation
were alive today he would ask
that the Mosque be rebuilt
preferably by the Hindus who

dcslrn}rtd it, The Statesman
said.
The Hindu newspaper, in

another front-page editorial,

said the shrine "was razed to
the ground with a barbaric sav-

. agery reminiscent of the crude

traditions of settling scores in

- medieval history."

The destruction was "a
defining moment in India's
history, a moment at which
the country can be plunged
into dark abyss of primitive
emotions threatening to erase
four decades ... of a progressive
secular democracy.”

It said the Babri Mosque,

Indian newspapers

built by .the Moghul Emperor
Babar in 1528, should be re-
built as a gesture tnwardl the

~mineority community.”

India's population of BS50
million {8 overwhelmingly
Hindu, but includes 100 mil-

" lion Muslims.

The, Indtan Express in an
editorial entitled "a nation be-
trayed"” sald advocates of Hindu
nationalism "do not realise that
their victory is Indias’ loss in
this fratricidal game.

It called for a new round of
Kar Seva (voluntary religious

work) to econstruet a monu-

ment symbolising national
unity and reconciliation at
Ayodhya.

Most newspapers poured
scorn over the Hindu-national-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP).

PTI reports from Calcutta:
The West Bengal Chiel Minis-
ter, Jyoti Basu, today deman-
ded the resignation of the
Prime Minister, P V Narasimha
Rao, holding him responsible
for Sunday's incidents in
h% to newsmen here,
Basu that the sftuation

could have been a voided i Rao
had taken appropriate action
to stop Kar Seva. Instead of
taking a firm stand on the is-
sue, the Prime Minister had
completely depended on the
BJP rmment In Uttar
Pradesh. He had neither taken
note of the left fronts' sugges-
tion in the matter, Basu said.
AFP
Jeports,, Thousands of Kas-
hmirl Muslims including law-
rs, students, religious scho-
and industrial workers
took to the streets here
Monday to decry the des-
truction of a Moaque in India.
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Cricket comes
to a standstill

| Sports Reporter

The first-ever SAARC
cricket tournament grinded to
a sudden halt when the match
between India and hosts
Bangladesh had to be called ofl
because of trouble in the
stands I:fl“‘: to the de-
in A India on - -

by

A to bat fArst
Bangladesh captain Nannu who
won the toss, India, the
favourites in this four-nation
tournament had séored 30
runs from B.1 overs when
trouble brokeout and the game
had to be abandoned.

The ngladesh Cricket

Control (BCCB) has an-
nounced that the poltptnlﬂ

| match will now be

on Thursday, December m
Detailed report on Page 10.
Help maintain

communal
harmony:
Press Note

The government last night
sought active cooperation from

all shades of opinion and peo-
ple from all sections in main-

Lth:::nuntq reports

|

taining communal harmony in
BSS.

iy -
. Press Note, llul that
ernment had taken all pma-lﬂc
measures lo ensure peace in
the face of the situation arising
out of the demeolition of the
Babri Mosque, in India.

The Press Note said, “the
government is equally con-
cerned and deeply shocked at
the demolition of the Babri

See Page 12 Col 8

Communal forces
disrupting -
peace: Hasina

Awami League President
and the Leader of the Oppo-.

sition in Parliament Shetkh

Hasina yesterday strongly pro-
tested the demolition of the

historic Babri Mosque by the
communal forces of India,
reports BSS.

"l am hurt at the incident of
demolishing the Babri Mos-
que,” she said in a statement.

Hasina said the communal
forces of the sub-continent had
been gaining strength and dis-
rupting peace by interfering in
the people’s religious rights.

The Opposition Leader
urged the people irrespective
of caste, creed and religion to
maintain communal harmony
and peace at any cost.

Nirmul body
adds Babri

Issue to
hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

The Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Samannaya Committee has
called a nationwide dawn-to-
dusk hartal today (Tuesday)
demanding f(ulfilment of f{ts
four-point charter of demands
and also to protest the demoli-
tion of Babri Mosque in

Ayodhya, India.
The Babri Mosque (ssue was

taken up by the Committee
yesterday in the backdrop of
widespread violence 1(n the
couniry lollowing the attack on

See Page 12 Col 2

Jamaat calls
hartal
today

By’ Staff Correspondent

Jamaal -e-Islami has called
fer a coun de dawn to

dusk hartal Tueaday
the demolition of I.K:u-“
Mosque.

Addressing a rally at the
North Gale ol Baitul Mukarram
Mosque, Jamaat Secretary
General, Moulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami also urged the

people to maintain peace and
communal harmony.




