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Mosque demolition a 'grave |

situation’, says Indian SC

agreed

NEW DELHI, Dec 6:
the demolition of the

Babri -Ram Janamb-
hoomi structure at Ayodhya by
Kar Sevaks as a “grave and
situation®, the Supreme

said tonight that "It is a
great pit that “
constitutional

"This is the first time that
an assurance by the state
emmment that it will protect
the structure and carry out the

demolition, the judges said
“the whole thing is innocent

lives were being put to danger
all over the country.”

Senior Counsel for the
state government, KK
Ven who a be-

fore the judges "in this mo-

of great tragedy”
-uh the judges that the
repercussions were mind-bog-
gling for the future of the
country. "Your lordships, | be-

MI"d‘U?lﬂHMﬂiI
hang my in shame for
what has 3

The court, which was
moved to consider the ap-
pointment of a recefver, said
in a brief order that no further
orders were required to be
made on this plea in view of
the submission of the htbrnr.y
General, Milon
the President of Indh hld
rmmulﬁlﬂl Article 356 fol-

owing the resignation of the
chiefl minister and his counci]
of ministers. The hearing
started with the observation by
Justice Venkatachallaiah that

the court was meeting under
the shadow of a "Grim consti-
tutional situation.”

The judge told Venugopal
“Your (state) assurances were
not carried out. It was a design

correspondent had reported
that the structure been'
overrun.

"Apparently the police did
not get any orders to use force
and the domes were demol-

ished,” he said.

Babri mosque
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of Uttar Pradesh, which is led
by the BJP, and put the state
under federal rule.

In Ayodhya, pilgrims set up
roadblocks using concrete
slabs, old f[urnitute and
wooden logs to prevent 30
busloads of federal riot police
from coming in.

Outnumbered policemen at
the site retreated to a nearby
police station and watched as
the Hindus, dressed in the or-
ange colors of the fundamen-
talists, completed their task

unhindered.

When they were finished, a
huge pile of stone, mortar and
bricks was all that was left of
the mosque that had stood for
430 years. The Hindus used
30-feet-long (9- meter-long)
wooden poles to push the rub-
ble down the hill

Outer walls the
building were flattened ng

with steecl barricades a
barbed wire.
' More than 300,000 Hindus
had gathered in Ayodhya,
which normally has 41,000
residents, to destroy the
, which is no longer
used for prayers.

On Sunday, the crowd used
grappling hooks to climb up to
the mosque’s roofl, indicating
that the action was planned in
advance.

Just before the hour de-
creed by astrologers as auspi-
cious for the work to n,
dozens of people climbed onto
a platform near the mosque to
dance and chant

Stones began to fly in the
direction of the police. Then a
cheer went up from the oppo-
site side of the mosque, and
hundreds of people poured
lntu the huildlng.

gu. an important des-
ﬂnutlnn pilgrims has about

9,000 Hindu temples and 250

es.

PTI adds: the Congress (I)
yesterday condemned the
storming of the disputed
Mosque at Ayodhya by Kar
Scvaks as "an act of treachery.”

The party spokesman, Mr
VN Gadgil. said the Uttar
Pradesh mment had "very
inefliciently” handled the situ-
ation.

The West Bengal Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu, today
urged the Prime Minister, PV
Narasimha Rao, to immediately
dismiss the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment and take stern mea-
sures to control the situation
arising out of the storming of
the disputed Ram Janamb-
hoomi-Babri Masjid Complex at

Ayodhya by Kar Sevaks
after noon.
The Prime Minister

and Janata Dal leader; Mr VP |
said the

Singh, yesterday
storming of the disputed Ram
Janambhoomi-Babri Masjid
Complex by Kar Sevaks at
Ayodhya should be condemned
in strongest possible words.

Bandh in WB today
Meanwhile, the ruling left

~ front in West Bengal Sunday

night called a 24-hour bandh
in the state tomorrow in
protest against the communal
activities of the BJP-VHP
combine and "total faflure”™ of
the centre to promote secular-
ism, unity mmmunnl har-
mo
e left front in a state-

ment here said that the attack
on the Ram Janambhoomi-
Babri Masjid was an unprece-
dented act and a slur on secu-
lartsm.

The Congress-1 govern-
ment at the centre "had tut:lal]r
surrendered to the commu !
BJP-VHP combine”, the state-
ment added.

BJP govt in
UP dismissed,

assembly
dissolved

NEW DELHI, Dec 6: The
18-month old BJP government
in Uttar Pradesh was dis-
missed tonight and the state
assembly dissolved, reports
PTI. B

The decision to dismiss the

mm: government was taken at

cy meeting of the

uniun net which met soon

after the storming of the Ram

Janambhoomi-Babri Mas{id
in Ayodhya.

President, Dr Shankar

Dayal Sharma, fissued the

roclamation dismissing the

Singh Government un-

der Article 356 of the consti-

tution.

The UP rmment was
held responsible for its failure
to maintain law and order in

Earlier, the President stro-
ngly deplored the "vandalism”
that caused d to "the
masjid in Ayodhya" and
directed the Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao to Iinitiate
appropriate and expeditious
steps to uphold the rule of law,
the maintenance of public
order and protection of all law

abiding citizens.

Protest in cCity
over Babri
Mosque demolition

By Staff Correspondent

Sporadic processions were
brought out in the capital
Sunday evening protesting the
attack on the Bagrl Honquc in
Ayodhya, India.

Security was stepped up at
different places in Dhaka in-
cluding Sutrapur, Shankhari-
bazar, near the Dhakeshwari
temple at Bakhshi Bazar area
and near the Indian High
Commission at Dhanmondi.
Police also swung into action at
some places to disperse the
crowd.

However, no major unto-

ward incident was reported.

SAPTA to safeguard
interests of smaller

nations, says
SAARC Secy Gen

SAARC Secretary General
Ibrahim H Zaki yesterday said
smaller nations of the region
should not be worried about
the South Asian Preferential
Trade Agreement (SAPTA) ,
reports BSS,

Talking to newsmen on his
arrival at the Zia International

Zaki said "the clauses
are so articulated in the
ment (SAPTA) that there
id not be any fear among
the smaller countries.”
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Dal-bhat approach S A ARC met centre

to help alleviate

poverty, says
Bhutanese FM

Bhutanese Foreign Minister
Dawa Tsering yesterday ex-
pressed his firm confidence
that the forthcoming seventh
SAARC summit would be a
greal success under the new
chairperson, Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, reports
BSS.

Tsering, who arrived here
yesterday morning to attend
the SAARC Foreign Ministers’
conference before the summit,
told newsmen at the airport
that he hoped many 1 rtant
decisions would be taken at

the summit to nmﬁlglhcn Eg
member

opcration among {
countrics towards poverty alle-

viation.
He appreeciated the "Dal-

bhat” programme, enunciated

by Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
| and said it would help alleviate

poverty in the region.

Exercise tolerance,

urges Bukhari

NEW DELHI,
Imam of Jama Masjid, Syed
Abdullah Bukhari, today ap-
pealed to the Muslims to ex-
ercise patience and tolerance
in the wake of reported dam-
age to the Ram Janambhoomi-
Babri Masjid at Ayodhya, re-
ports PTI.

Dec 6: The
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formally ndopttd’l'h: Standing
Committee that decals with
most substantive issues begins
its three-day meeting today.

Foreign Secretaries have all
arrived In the city to attend
the meeting.

Rahim said, “A definite rec-
ommendation has been made
that the Meteorological Re-
search Centre should be es-
tablished in Dhaka.” A panel of
experts last month at a meet-
ing in Dhaka finalised the pro-
posals on the institution styled
"SAARC Meteorological Re-
search Centre.”

He said that the proposed
Centre would coordinate
among the national met insti-
tutions and was basically aimed

at "c:chnn%:ﬂ J&{T'mloglcl]

information

On the other proposed in-
stitution, Rahim said, the
Programming Committee de-
cided that an cxpert group
would meet early next year in
New Dclhi "to finalise the de-
tails of the SAARC Documen-
tatfon Ccntre to be set up ‘n
India.”

The Committee, compnsed
of senfor oflicials, recom-
mended that "an expert group
mect in Pakistan to finalis the
terms of reference, sources
and modalities for a SAARC

regional fund.”

Based on the recrmmenda-

tions of the techniral commit-
tees in the 13 agreed areas of

delegates also made a list of
lhcrut 60 different I-I'II}I"‘I'. -term
activities such as seminars,
training p mes and wor-
kshops tﬂ be hosted by the

gt'l" countries throughout
tht year 1993.

The Programming Commi-
ttee also approved the budget
for the functioning of the
SAARC Secretariat. "It will be
roughly 7,35,000 US dollars ..

less than this yesr's.”
For the vear 1992, the es-

timated bugct s 7,82,405 US
dollars. The SAARC year of ac-
counting is the calender year,
India contributes the high-
est with 33 per cent of the
budg-t. lollowed by Pakistan's
24 pcr cent. Bangladesh, Shr
l.anka and Nepal give 11 per
cernt cach. Bhutan and the
Maldives provide [ive per cent

fﬂc_ll_'h

is budget does not cover
the expenses of the other
SAARC activities like meetings
seminars, workshops which
are bornec by the host coun-

trh:_T_h

¢ Committee approved
the programmes under the
SAAH'C Audio Visual Exchange

buptn next September.
SAVE meeting in Nepal

mume in May or June will
deal with the pmgrnmm:l of
the rest n[ Lthe year

Unde SA&R’C th
two ot reghnai lnafllt‘;fati:m

— the Dhaka-based SAARC
Agricultural Informatfon Cen-
tre (SAIC) and the Kathmandu-

cooperation under the IPA, the

m SAARC Tuberculosis

Jamnat Secrnetary General Matmr Rahman N:zaml addremng a rn]ly in mt}r yﬂsterday in

observance of Demniracy Day.

‘Discard mentality of
eliminating opponents'

By Staff Correspondent
The Secretary General of vited. "Il this had been done
the Jamaat-e-Islami, Maulana  according to the govern-
Matiur Rahman Nizami Sunday ment's instruction, then it is

said politics should always be
confronted with politics to
make democracy sustain.

“The mentality of ‘elimi-
nating’ opponents should be

discarded for the sake of
democracy®, Nizami said
urging all to behave dem-

ocratically.
Maulana Nizami was speak-

ing as the special guest at a
rally of Jamaat on the occasion

of Demodracy Day at the north
gate of Baitul Mokarram
mosque, |

"Il we act democratically
and establish the law of Allah,
all the problems like hunger,
poverty and social crimes can
be removed from the soctety”,
Nizami said.

He stressed the need for
taking immediate steps for so-
cio-economic development
and said a national consensus
was needed to remove all
kinds of moral decay, corrup-
tion and obstacles in the
of development. The .r:'lg
presided over by ATM Azharul
Islam, city unit president of
Jamaat was also addressed,

among
I Abul Kalam Md Yusuf, Shamisur

others, by Maulana

Rahman, Nayeb-e-Amir of
Jamaat, and other Jamaat

and Ali Ahsan Md .
Nizami accused televi-
sion authorities of not inviting
any of his party leaders to the
mes on mass upsurge
said that only the
of the three alliances were in-

leaders Saifyl Alam Khan Milon

deplorable®, Nizami said.

He said Jamaat was always’
in the forefront in the move-
ment for democracy and added
that any move of the govern-
ment to keep Jamaat leaders
off the screen was undemo-
cratic.

Maulana Abul Kalam Md
Yusufl while addressing the
rally said the planned hartal
by Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee was aimed at tar-
nishing the image of the coun-
try on the eve of the
summit. Smooth holding of the
summit is our pride, but the
Nirmul Committee is trying to
postpone the summit, he

chnrﬁnd.
The Nayeb-e-Amir of

Jamaat, Shamsur Rahman
charged that the government
was not taking proper steps to
sustain democracy.

Elections to
91 pourashavas

Jan 23

The Election Commission
through a gazette notification
yesterday b H‘::edulcd I.ET

country's
ﬂm on January 23
next year instead of January
16, reports BSS.

The dates of submitting
nomination papers, scrutiny of
nomination papers and with-
drawal of candidature shall,
however, remain unchanged.
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Does a mother
cry 21 years
after her son’s
death?

By Staff Correspondent

Can a mother shed tears for
her son's death? Can “
mother still be aggrieved 21
years afler her son was tor-
tured to death?

According to Jamaat-e-
Islami's Maulana Abul Kalam
Yusulf, this is all utter non-
sense.

During yesterday's rally at
the north gate of the Baitul
Mukarram Mosque, Maulana
Yusuf ridiculed Jahanara Imam
saying that she was not really
shedding tears for her son.

"It is said that her son died
in 1971. But does a mother cry
21 ycars after her son's death?
She is being to pre-
tend to cry. She just wants to
create anarchy in this coun-

" the Maulana said while

Jahanara Imam's son, Rumi,
a frecdom-fighter, was cap-
tured by the Pakistani Army on

August 13, 1971 in Dhaka. His -

was never found.

JP Presidium
meets today
By Staff Correspondent
s iy Bisgldey) she:

noon to discuss some major is-
sues including the possible

change In muznhip and
new committee for Jatiya
Mahila Party.

, out cooperation in realising

Maintain communal
harmony at any

cost' Hasina

Awami ague President
and Leader nl' the tion
in parliament Bh(zpd
yesterday expressed her pro-
found shock at the destruction
of the Babri Mosque at Ayodhya
in India, reports UNB.

| express my deepest con-
cern at the situation arising
out of dispute over the
Mosque,” she said in a state-
ment last night.

Hasina said the communal
forces had raised their ugly
heads again in this subconti-
nent to disturb peace by inter-
fering with the religious [ree-
dom of the people and human
rights.

Each person should have
the guarantee to perform reli-
gious rights, she sajd, added
any interference with this
freedom ol religion could not
be accepted.

The opposition leader ap-
pealed to all for maintaining an
atmosphere of fraternity and
cﬂrdiart}r at any cost against
possible d:ttrlnrltlun m rela-
ttons between dilfferent reli-
gious groups, Including
Muslims and Hindus.

"I appeal to all concerned
to rcmain alert so that peace is
nol jeopardised by any means”,
Hasina said.

Pabna tense

PABNA, Dec 6: Scveral hun-
dred people took to the
streets in Pabna town tonight
to protest: the demolition of
the Babri

Witnesses said the
sionists chanted anti- nd‘lnn
slogans and ransacked several
shops.

Tensfon was prevailing in
the town.

Five-party
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not the autocratic structure.
He urged the people to get
for a structural change.

He said that because of
constitutional compulsions
Ershad punishment
for his misdeed in nine ycars
and was allowed to hand over

r smoothly.
Pﬂ?rche Five Party alliance
lcader who chaired the meet-
ing said that keeping the Fifth
and Eighth amendments in-
tact, democracy could never be
established in the d":”f.:iy

Shamsul Huq C hury
said that aides of the autocratic
ruler had just changed their
colours and become the right
hands of the present govern-
ment.

Nirmal Sen said that this
government had promised that
autonomy to radio and televi-
sion would be ensured but that
the people now knew the re-

It remained the
machine of the government
that used it as its personal
roperty. Press freedom was
Ee controlled by cen-
traliud advértisement distri-
bution, he

the BNP guvtrnment had
joined hands with the anti-in-
dependence fundamentalist
forces h:trnyinﬁcthc people
and spirit of the Liberation
War.

He said that the people

would one day rightly respond
to this betrayal.

Inu also said that the sim-
plest promise this government
could fulfil was the
of black laws. But this

tolerant to others’ f(aith
be lef.

| ratsing the demand for estab-

Hasanul Huq lnu said that -

KABUL, Dec 6: At least 28 people were killed and more
than 200 wounded as fighting between two
mwlh#rlnm

witnesses and doctors said.

u.-ntnlm

spread o
ar-

Musltm Herb |- Wahdat rocked Kabul's Jadi Matwand area on

spirit of
in fact

Hshing the
Independence,
buried the same by instituting
onc rule curbing the
of the press.

"The spirit of
Independence has been estab-
lished by the BNP through
restoration of multi-party
democracy, f[reedom the

press and independence of the
" she said.

The Prime Minister noted
that, for the first time, the
government would be dis-
tributing gallantry awards to
the Freedom Fighters ceremo-
niously in recognition of thetr
contributions in the war of lib-
eration.

Saying that the government
had shown respect to Nur
Hossain, killed during the anti-
aut movement, through

the relcase of a special postage

stamp.
But, Begum Zia ted out
party,

that a particular

talking of showing respect to
Dr. Milon, was on the

other hand sheltering his

killers.

She said that the same
party had brought a no-confi-
dence motion against the BNP
government in Parliament by
joining hands with the de-
feated autocratic forces and
even boycotted Parliament
with them.

She alleged that those who
amassed wealth during the au-
tocratic rule were not to cre-
ate anarchy and indiscipline to
hinder the devclopment work
of the government.

The Prime Minister called
upon the tion to discard
the path of violcnce and con-
frontation and instcad persue
consiructive pro-

Noting that democracy had
been established through nine
years of relentless struggle and
sacrifices of many, Begum Zia
called for united efforts to re-
move poverty, consolidate
democracy ensure the ba-
sic nceds and fundamental
rights of the ;

"After establishment :f
democracy, verty is the
biggest :gbkﬁ before us... if
we all work together we will
be able to build a poverty-frec

Bangladcsh.

Begum Zia warned the
Awami League, without naming
it, that the people would reject
it for ever if it continued col-
laborating with the autocratic
forces to destroy democracy.

Referring to the Ant-ter-
rorism Act Begum Zia claimed
that only those harbouring ter-
rorists were critical of the law
and calling it a "black law.”

"Peoples’ verdict mattered
most in a democratic setup
and people demand salety, se-
curity and peace in the society,
she said and warned that no
one involved in anarchy, ter-
rorism, extortion and other
similar crimes would be
spared.

However, the Prime
Minister assured that no inno-

cent person would become its-

victim.
Pointing out that after pas-

PDF
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the autocracy ouster day.
Presided over by Alhaj
Abdus Samad, the discussion
was addressed PDF leaders
Pankaj Bhattac a, Nurul
Islam Nahid, Dilip Barua and
Halez Mohammad Danial,
Convenor of the Supreme
Court Bar Association Coor-
dinatien Council Advocate
Shamsul Huq Chowdhury and
Sammilito Bln;lkrluk Jote

leader Faiz Ahmed.

at the discussion,
Nurul

The CPB leader d:mlndtd
that the government imple-
ot 1y P
the n in
A Sy

24 »
Golam Azam's trial.

Pankaj Bhattacharya ac-

cu-lll the present government
to eliminate terror-
m mmnwm:nt in

Hl: h:H rtlin‘ party re-
lrﬂhh intervening in
judictary.

Saturday the artillery and small arms duels were concen-

.the party

nfor ministers, MPs and party
officials.
Dr A @ M Badruddoza

Chowdhury recalling the

mhmu-m?u‘zm

Opposition had fought
against the autocrats, but he
rt‘rttted "Now the Awami
ague (AL) is Ling against
lhc BNP in colla tion 'ﬂh
the autocratic forces.”
__Fermmyg woch activites by
AL “shamicful  he said, " Tt's also
treachermous!’

Badruddoza Choewdhury
criticised the demand for a
mid-term clection by a cortain

itlon party. Ilc said that
defeated in four
different elections by the BNP
was now demanding the mid-
term poll.

Barrister Abdus Salam

He puintcd out to the AL

gowrnmr:ntl introduction of
rty system, snatchi
t and curbing

Home Hlnhtn' Abdul Matin
said, "Hasina wants
rule of law. But she avoid par-
Hament when such a law came
in the House." The Home
inister added,” !::r Hasina
is against Anti-ter-
rnrﬂ::n %I. it 1s obvious that
she does not seck the welfare
of the people.”
Social Welfare Minister
Tartkul Islam said thhat the

. BNP did nét establish Jamaat

lnth:mun Dnthtﬂ.‘lm'

Jl.'ll_t m

in politics going te

‘minister who had also termed
his talks with Commiliece
leaders ‘friendly discussion’.
Meanwhile, the Samannaya
Committee reiterated its firm

determination to lhaﬂ
with its hartal human
chain at all costs.

Commitiee member-secre-
tary Prof Abdul Mannan

Mmm‘umu
mlih

helr.l un thl

committed to meeting tlu:

Hllﬂ'hlll-
statement night -
last
that the hartal and the human
chain p
held on



