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The reception scheduled to
be held by the Prime Minister
in connection with the Victory
Day cclebrations on December
18 has been dropped from the
pru mmes of the day, ac-

ing to an official handout
iuuad here lastnight, reports
BSS.

Jamaat to hold
rally today

Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh
will hold a rally at the north
gate of Baitul Mokarram at 4
pm today to protest the
demolishing of the ancient
Babri Mosque at Ayodhya in
india by Hindu militants,

reports UNB,

Five-Party press
conice today

The 5-party alliance will
hold a press conference at 10-
30 am today at 23/2,
Topkhana Road office of
Sramik Krishak Samajbadi Dal.
An alllance leader said they
would speak on the situation
arising out of the demolition of
Babri Mosque at Ayodhya in
India, reports UNB.

Malaysian air
chief in city

The chiefl of stafl, Royal

Air Force (RMAF) Lt

General Dato Seri Haji
Mohammad Yunus bin
Mohammad Tasi arrived here
yesterday on a weck-long
Il visit to Bangladesh.

He is accompanied by his wile
Begum Tengku Datin Seri
Elena bin Tengku Kamrulza-

man and a two-member
delegation, reports BSS.

3 killed as bus
plunges into ditch

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 6: Three
people were killed and 25
others injured when a bus
tumbled into a road side ditch

near thnbnﬂ Ghat in
Shahajadpur thana on
Nagarbari- highway today

(Sunday), reports UNB.
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Red alert across India: Rao calls for peace: Public assembly banned in Delhi,other towns

Hindu militants demolish Babn Mosque

AYODHYA, Dec 6: The gov-
ernment declared a "red secu-
rity alert” across India and
braced for Muslim backlash
alter waves of militant Hindus
Sunday demolished a 16th-
century to make way
for a grand temple, AP

At least four Hindu radicals
were killed and 100 others
injured by falling debris of the
Babri Masjid (Mosque), which
was razed to I;Hh;’:round by
frenzied mob of us.

The government banned
public assembly in two dozen
towns with mixed Hindu-
Muslim populations, including
New Delhi where paramilitary
soldiers took position at street
intersections.

The "red sccurity alert” is
the maximum security caution
under which security forces
are empowered to shoot live
ammunitions.

The was ordered to
stand by in the states of West
Bengal, Bihar and Kerala which
have witnessed growing
Muslim militancy in the past.

About six cities prone to
disturbance were placed under
curfew to prevent sectarian vi
olence. India is home to 105

million Muslims. Hindus num-
ber 717 million.

MPolice fired bullets at a mob
in the western town of

Dhanod, Press Trust of India
reported. Bombs exploded in
Benaras. There was no injuries
in either town.

Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao went on nation-
wide television to appeal for
peace and harmony, admitting
that the country faced "a grave
crisis.”

Rao accused Hindu lunda-
mentalist of plots to grab
power. This is an “"open war
against the Mechiavellian tac-
tics ... to grab power, whipping
up communal fre to un-
dermine the sccular fabric of
the nation,” Rao said.

In Ayodhya, thousands of
Hindu extremists wiclding
pickaxes and crowbars razed
to the ground the ue that
they claimed stood on the
birthplace of an important god,
Rama.

The Hindus have plans to
bufld a colossal temple on the
site for Rama,

"Now the Muslims can get
out of India,” shouted the mili-
tants as the mosque came

Sharma and expressed “deep
anguish and pain.”

About 1,000 le were
killed in Hindu-Muslim riots
that broke out in northern
India in 1990 after Hindu ex-
tremists stormed the mosque.

In destroying the mosque,
the Hindus defied a Supreme
Court order and their own
leaders’ instructions. The inci-
dents threatened lo escalate
into a political crisis for Rao.

Rao has been under heavy
pressure to mediate a settle-
ment between the Hindu ex-
tremists and the Muslim
commitice responsible for the
shrine.

In his address, Rao blamed

his political o nts of the
nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party that su ed the tem-

ple project lor fanning the
communal flames. He dis-
missed the state government

See Page 12 Col |
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thu h[inimr Begum Khnleda Zia addressing a puhhr: meeting at Manik Mln Avenue in

—Star photo

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday blasted
the Opposition for creating
chaos and confusion, without
any issue, in the country and
cautioned those who called for
a hartal this weck saying that
the people would give them a
‘befitting’ ly.

"Restst tgo who want to
import (foreign) programmes
tes l::-stmy l!:gnnal:hf hinder
the development proress and
strengthen the hands of autoc-
racy,” she told a massive public
meeting to mark Democracy
Day at the Manik Mian Avenue.

She relerred to the nation-
wide dawn-to-dusk hartal
talled for December 8 and the
human chain programme
December 10 by the Ekatturer
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee. "There is no need
for hartals today as there are
no issues, we observed hartals
when it was necessary but for
whose benefit hartals are being
called today,” she retorted.

However, in a more concil-
fatory tone, the Bangladesh

By Staff Correspondent

Nationalist Party chairperson
appcaled to all to help rebuild
the nation.

"Instcad of calling hartals,
clear your mind and come for-
ward to rebuild the nation de-
stroyed during nine years of
autocratic rule... programmes
like hartal and human chain
will only h’lndﬂ' the develop-

ment I'DEEI-I
Grgwﬂmd by the city unit of .
BNP, the meecting was

presided over by its president
Lt. Gen (retd) Mir Shawkat Al,
MP, and conducted by Party
Publicity Secretary and State
for Communications Fazlur
!h'm m' L

The meeting was also ad-
dressed, among others, by
party Vice-Chairman and
Deputy Leader of Parliament
AQM Badruddoza Choudhury,
Standing Committee member
and Minister for Irrigation,
Flood Control and Agriculture
M Majid-ul H Eecr:tary
Gcncrti and “qﬁD
Abdus Salam Tll‘uh:l‘tr Juht
Sceretary and Minister for

Abandon hartals, rebulld country : PM

Social Welfare and Women's
Alfatrs Ta | Islam, Home
Minister Abdul Matin
Choudhury and Labour
Minister Abdul Mannan

tributes to those who
had blood in the move-
ment for democracy, Begum
Zia alleged
Eﬂ“ﬂ:ﬂ party had joined
cratic forces to “destabilise

and in

e e
carned s

e e e s o
terlli:lr-prudll"f-he-] -
tions' against the BNP govern-
ment on 'non-issues’ to disrupt
the democratic process.

After taking part in the
anti-autocracy movement for
nine years, she asked "how can
they now join hands with the
autocrats today?”

Begum Zia told the cheer-
ing crowd that the party claim-
ing that " was not
safe in the hands of the BNP”

- See Page 12 Col 7

BNP has lost confidence

In people, says Hasina

ﬂppdalunn leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said that this
government had no right to

stay in as what she said,
it had confidence in the
people.

In its past two-year-rule,

{ Hasina alleged that the BNP-

government had ruined the

country’'s economy and de-
ceived the people.

Hasina, also the Awami

¢ chief, was addressing a

big public meeting at Shapla

Square in the capital in the

afternoon. The meeling was

organised Sonali Bank

Emp ' Union to celebrate

itl I’buml anniversary.
meeting as

t,Hn-Innnﬂ:! people
nw:rt rew the autocratic

regime two yecars ago to help
restore democracy, peace and
stability in the country. But,

she alleged, pecople were now

By Staft Currespundent

sick and tired because of the
ruling party’s inability to run
the government.

“They (the BNP men) have
assumed power only to share it
among themselves and thus
change their own lots™, the
Opposition leader said, "They
have forgotten the people and
breached commitments made
earlier to the nation.”

There was no in pub-
lic life and problems still re-
mained unresolved due to

‘faulty policies’ being followed

by the government, Hasina
viewed.
" Regarding terrorism, she
alleged, the government itselfl
was patronising terrorists on
the party itsclf and harassing
its political opponents in the
name of containing violence.
“We cannot allow the hard-
won democracy to be de-
stroyed due to government in-

efliciency”, the AL leader cate-
gorically said and, vowed to
protect it at any cost with a
view to.bringing about people's
economic emancipation.

Chaired by the union
President Sultan Ahmed, the
meeting was also addressed by
AL ers Amir Hossain Amu,
Mannujan Sufian, Sramik
League President Alhajj Rah-
matullah Choudhury ' and
General Secretary Abdul Matin
Master, Sonali Bank Em-
ployees’ Union General
Secretary Aminul Haque Faruk
and others,

Sheikh Hasina recalled the
sacrifices of the masses and

remembered the martyrs in
the anti-autocracy movement
that culminated in the fall of
the Ershad government on
December 6 two years ago.
Recalling the glorious con-

See Page 12 Col 6

A Dhaka-based regional in-
stitution for meteorological re-
search is sct to be established
under the framework of'the
South Asian Association for

al Cooperation (SAARC).

A "definite” | to this
cffect was made al yesterday's
SAARC Prn'rnmming Commi-
ttee mecting. The recommen-
dation is awaiting approval
of the Council of Ministers of
which Foreign Ministers are
members.

Briefing newsmen, QAMA

By Staff Correspondent

Rahim, who as the. leader of
the Bangladesh delegation to
the meeting took over as the
chairman of the Committee,
said that the delegates also
discussed the setting up of a
SAARC documentation centre,
and the formation of a regional
fund, approved the 1993 bud-
get for the Kathmandu-based
Secretariat, finalised a calen-
dar of activities under the
Integrated Programme of
Action (IPA) and reviewed the
activities of the existing insti-

Proposal for SAARC Met
centre in Dhaka

tutions.
The Committee
did not discuss issues like the

proposed South Asian Prefe-
rential Trade Arrangements
(SAPTA), poverty ation

issues or other substantive
matters. Rahim explained, "It
(the Committee) has a very
limited agenda.”

The Programming Commi-
itee sends its report to the
Standing Committee formed by
the Foreign Secretaries, to be

See Page 12 Col 4

Prepare for ‘real’
change: 5-Party

By Staff Correspondent

The Five-Party Alliance
Sunday urged the people to
prepare for a movement for a
"real” change as the aims of

the anti-autocracy movement *

had not yet been achieved.

"We want structural change
so that the r will come
down to the people from the
clutch of the capitalist group,”
Khalekuzzaman Bhuiyan,
Convenor of the Alliance told a
discussion meeting at Taher
auditorium on the second an-
niversary of the fall of autoe-

Five-Party leaders Hasanul
Huq Inu, AFM Mahbubul Hugq,
Foyez Ahmed, Nirmal Sen,
Tipu Biswas and Advocate
Shamsul Huq Chowdhury
spoke at the discussion.

They reiterated their sup-
ports to the Nirmul Body pro-
grammes December 8 &10
and urged the people to make
it a success.

Bhuiyan said that the 1990-
movement failed as the people
changed only the leaders and

See Page 12 Col 6

Run country in
accordance with

joint declaration,
urges PDF

By Staff Correspondent

Patriotic Democratic Front
(PDF) leaders Sunday called
upon the BNP government to
run the country in accordance
with the Joint Declaration of
the three political alliances.

at a discussion at
the Purana Paltan NAP office in
the capital, the leaders also
demanded that the ruling
party implement its pre-polls
pledges and materialise the
dreams of the commonmen.

PDF organised the discus-
sion as part of its obscrvance of

Sce Page 12 Col 7

Bid to avert Nirmul
hartal fails so far

By Nazmul Ashraf

Despite attempts, including
one by the Home Minister
Abdul Matin Choudhury yes-
terday, the government has
fafled so far to persuade the
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Saman-
naya Committce to abandon
tomorrow's hartal without
commitling to fulfillment of its
demands.

According to sources, Co-
mmittee Convenor Jahanara
Imam in her telephonic con-
versation with the Home
Minister yesterday morning
rejected his offer to sit for a
dialogue saying that such talks
would yield no result.

Imam who called the
Minister over telephone in re-
sponse to the Minister's re-
quest made the day before
also demanded ment
for a Committee sitting with
the Prime Minister to which
the Minister expressed his in-
ability to comply.

Imam also informed the
Minister that she had no ob-
jection to sitting for dialogue
adding that the discussion
must be on fulfillment of the
Committee’'s demands inchud-
ing the formation of a Special
Tribunal to try Jamaat leader
Golam Azam as provided by a

government-Opposition ac-
cord in Parliament.
Commiltee sources yester-

day confirmed that the Foreign
Minister ASM Mostaflizur
Rahman had talked to the
Chief Coordinator of the
Nirmul Committee Col (retd)
Nuruzzaman Sa and that
the former Vice-Chancellor of
Dhaka Universit Prof
Maniruzzaman Mi met
Jahanara Imam Friday.

Mia had conveyed to
Jahanara Imam a government
proposal for talks while the
FM requested Nuruzzaman (o
call off the hartal, they added.

The FM earlier made a
similar request to another

|

leader of the committee Abu

Osman Choudhury. But the

Committee did not pay heed to

the FM's request terming it a

personal matter of the
See Page 12 Col 8
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India march on

lcﬁw t:lll:rvyd
-arm spinner,
the Shri Lankan batting with
fAgures of five for 30.
Vinod Kambl was
man-of-the-matech for .
timely knock of 62.
Hosts play India
today at the Dhaka Stadium.
The match starts at .30 am.

Govt shocked
at damage of
Babri Mosque

The government last night
cxpressed its concern
and shock at the damage of
Babri Mosque in India, reports

BSS.
When asked to comment on
the news ing damage in-

Micted on the centuries-old
Babri Mosque fn northern
India a government spokesman
said, "We are shocked and

ly concerned that such an
incident took place iIn a
democratic and secular coun-
try like India.”

The government also ap-
pealed to the people of
Bangladesh for moderation
and to exercise restraint in re-
acting to the incident in the
spirit of tolerance laid in
Islam, the spokesman added.

PM urges people
to show
restraint

The Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia, last night ex-
pressed concern at the dam-
age of historic Babri Mosque in
India and called upon the peo-
ple of Bangladesh to show ut-
most restraint in the spirit of
Islam, reports BSS.

See Page 12 Col 6
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