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‘Throwing off the Shackles

The two men had a hazardous
tor gatherings that smacked of seditious, revo-
lutionary intent, meetings that threatened the

stability of the state. Today's

two Special Branch heroes was a meeting that
of all the explosive,
democratic ‘things, the proper treatment of

was plot .

" It was an exhibition on violence

®

Sufia Ka-
.-'Tapmul the

show, and

lglltrl in-
Khanum, Sec-

tion of publica-
tions on the
topic were the
major atlrac-
tlon. Ain o Saal-
ish Kendra's
excellent book-
let "Let's learn
about the law”
was available.
Simple sketch-
es accompany a
straight for- |
ward explana-
tion of a wom-
an's rights
under Islamic
law. Areas cov-
ered particu- |
larly well are |
child marriage
and diverce
proceedings.

Mahila Pari-
shad had on
display a num-
ber of books
dealing with
Begum Rokeya.

Vartous

pamphlets of
statistical and
analytical stud-
fes on violence
againsl women
were for sale,
but the most
recent of these
only went up to
1985. When
asked, one re-

scarcher in the subject said that gnore up
date studics do cxist but have not

the market yet

When exhibitions on topics such as these in-
clude posters, you can be sure subtlety is not
the watchword. It's the old Art versus Social
Relevance argumént: invariably lcading to a de-
feat of artistic endeavour. Most of the postecrs
were predictably of women hanging by their
necks. impaled on fences, beaten, mutilated,
piled indiscriminatcly in rooms.

This depiction has two [laws. Newspapers
regularly print such pictures, ostcnsibly as a

bodics

Commemorative

stamps on
SAARC summit

released

Bangladesh Post Office has
brought out a sct of two com-
memorative stamps of Taka 10
and Taka 6.00 denominatfons
and a first day cover valued
Taka 5.00 on the occasion of
scventh SAARC summit 1992,

rcporis BSS.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia formally rcleased
the stamps at a simple cere-
mony at her Seccretariat here

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman, Minister
for Post and Telecommu-
nications Mohammad Kcramat
Al, Chairman, seventh SAARC
Summit Frxﬁarntnry Commi-
itee Faruq Ahmed Chowdhury,
Secretary, Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications Dr Sha-
wkat Ali and Director General,
Bangladesh Post Office Muhi-

uddin Ahmed were, among
others, present on the
occasion. ;

The stamps and first day
cover will be sold from all

GPOs and head post offices all
over the country.

The stamps were designed
by Mahabub Akond and Nurul
Islam.

The South Asian Association
for Regional cooperation
{SAARC) embodies the desire
and determination of the peco-
ple of South Asia to cooperate
regionally and to work to-
gether towards finding solu-
tions to their common prob-
lems in a spirit of friendship,
trust and understanding.

Dr Qamruzzaman

off to Geneva

Dr A K M Qamruzzaman,
MP, President, Doctors'
Association of Bangladesh left
Dhaka for Geneva to
. participate in the World Drug
Conlerence at the invitation of
World Health Organisation, a
press relcase said, reports
BSS.

Dr Zaman, who is also.an
eminent psychiatrist, will rep-
resent h at the con-
ference to be held on
December 7-9. '

by S Ban

token of their dedication to the cause of wom-
en's rights but really as the perfect sensational-
ist attention-grabber, near- hy. As a
couple of the few men at exhibition com-
mented among themselves, “This is actually ex-
citing for a lot of men. These pictures don't
manage to show why this is happening.”

Which is the second flaw: s
women do not convey the why
dos ol the issue, they show only the grisly out-

job. To moni-

nt for our

anti-

nst wom-

lice, on
whole, do not
treat the com-
plaints of wom-
en seriously.
Beatings and
burnings, mari-
tal rape, com-
plete distor-
tion of
marriage and
divorce proce-
dures all go on
unhampered.
But when a
few women
and enligh-
tened men get
together 1to
talk about ft,
the eflicient
.law enforce-
ment machine
shows up, pre-
sumably to pro-
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- H tect our wom-

Silent victims of violence {phﬂtu.;:lUniceﬂ | en ff:"l;n:“ﬂ:
- dangerous dreams a ou

on of i'iafl;:. The WWF“MMI' se twb rhehn

that the security and humane treatment
of women is a political issue.

One poster sums up all oppressions and all
the justifications, and pulls off the Art meets
Social Relevance act: a woman kneels, and pfied
on her bent back are the Bible, the Quran, the
Geeta, and books on the laws of the state that

" discriminate against her. The system :xgctl
that their combined weight will keep her down,
but the exhibition was part of the hope that she
will throw these books off her back.
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Bangladesh Postal Department released a first day cover
and two stamps marking the seventh SAARC summit.
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Founding Anniversary of Sandhani -

The 8th founding anniversary of Sandhani Jatiya
Chokkhudan Samity will be observed today (Sunday) at 9-30
am at BIRDEM at Shahbagh through a discussion meeting and
distribution of white cane. ;

Works Minister Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia will attend the
function as chiel guest while Brig Zahir Uddin Ahmed,
Director of Dhaka Medical College Hospital and Chairman of
Lions Foundation Humayun Zahir will be present as the

special guests. _ . |
Open discussion on Drama

An open diséussion on "Our Drama Practices: Expected
Audience, Prospects and Problems" will be held today
(Sunday) at 4 pm at the TSC of Dhaka University under the
auspices of Drama Department of the university in
collaboration with Nirtkkha, a drama group. |

Drama artistes — Ali Zaker, Muhammad J r, Biplah
Bala, Wahida Mallik, Ashish Khandaker, Jamil Ahmed and
Sazzad Sharif will participate in the discussion.

Documentary on Women in Development

The inaugural show of Tale of a Woman, a documentary on
women in development, will be held today (Sunday) at 5 pm
at the German Cultural Centre.

Protishabda Alternative Communication Centre {PACC)
produced the documentary while Zakir Hossain Raju was the
Dircclor.
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Publication ceremony

The publication ceremony of a book titled "Album: Nine
years of Autocracy” will be held tomorrow (Monday) at 3 pm
at the National Press Club under the auspices of Bangladesh
Human Rights Commission. '

The book contained over one hundred photographs taken
by the Chief Photographer of The Daily Star AKM Mohsin
during the autocratic regime of Ershad.

Awami League Chiefl and Leadcer of the Opposition in the
Pariament Sheikh Hasina will attend the function as chief

Chairman of the commission Justic KM Sobhan will
preside over the function. The function will also include an

exhibition of photographs of Mchsin.
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‘ Atmosphere for
foreign investment
created’

CHITTAGONG, Dec 5: Konel
Kajikawa Jeader of the 12
member Investment Survey
Mission and Chairman of
Nishto Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of Japan said
here today that a congenial
atmosphere for foreign in-
vesiment had bepn created by
Bangladesh overnment
through its market economy
and liberal industgial policy,
reports [ISS.

Kajikawa was exchangin
views with members o
Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry at the
Chamber House here today.

The Investment Survey
Mission is exploring invest-
menl opportunity in

. The mission has
already visited Dhaka. .
- Kajikawa noted with satis-
faction that 11 Japanese indus-
trial units had now been set up
in the Chittagong Export
Processing Zone, while two
years back there were only two
such units. We see a favourable
invesiment climate in

Btg:duh. he addcd.

survey mission lcaders
pointed out that Japan was ex-
periencing some sort of eco-
nomic recession and as such
she would have to recast her
foreign investment policy.
Japan, he said, would go for
increased foreign investment
to narrow down its trade gaps
with varfous countries.

He also said that he would
be happy to see Bangladesh as
a competitive market for in-
vestment in South East Asia.

He commended introduc-
tion of Dhaka-Nagoya Biman
scrvice saying introduction of
Chjttagong-To air service
would further facilitate expan-

sion of lrade relationship be-
tween the two countrics.

Govt cooperation

to run voluntary
bodies urged

Speakers at a discussion
meceting on the occasion of the
International Volunteers Day
Saturday called for sincere co-
operation from the govern-
ment to run voluntary organi-
sations more eflectively, re-
ports UNB.

The voluntary organisations
were rendering services to the
society working side by side
with government organisations
amid adverse situations, they
pointed ot

Commitment, a voluntary
organisation, organised the
discussion meeting at its head
office.

Former VC of the Dhaka
University and member of
Public Service Commission Dr

Abdul Mannan was thc chiefl
gucst at the mecting presided

over by Abul Kalam Azad.

Relerring to the contribu-
tion of the voluntary organisa-
tion in socjo-economic devel-
opment of the country and for
distressed humanity the
s rs called for relentless
effort from all quarters to
overcome the hindrances to-
wards implementation of uplift
programmes.

The mecting was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Vice President of the organisa-

tion Amena Newaz.
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By Staff Correspondent
Weather is likely to remain dry over the country during the
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Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal bro

ke,

ught out a procession in the
city yesterday on the occasion of Democracy

Day.

Speakers at a seminar

Code of ethics for newsmen
should not be dictated

By Staff Correspondent

Minister, politiclan and
journalists in a seminar
Saturday said that there should
be a code of ethics for the
journalists but it should not be
dictated by the government.

A code of ethics can ensure
objectivity of newspapers as
well as press freedom but if
the government formulate that
ethics there are possibilitics
of ment control over the
ncwspaper industry.

Information Minister

| Nazmul Huda, Awami League

General Secretary Zillur
Rahman, Five-party leader
Nirmal Sen, Secretary General
of h Federal Union of
Journalists Amanullah Kabitr,
Chairman of Dhaka University
Jeurnalism Department Dr
Golam Rahman, Editor of
Bariglabazar Patrika Matiur
Rahman Chowdhury and
President of Dhaka Unfon of
Journalists (DUJ) Shajahan
Mia discussed at the semiinar
on "Ethics of journalism and
our newspaper” at the
Teachers-Students Centre

(TSC).

Prof Sakhawat Ali Khan pre-
sented the kcy-note paper at
the seminar organised by
Dhaka University Journalist
Association (DUJA) Acting

Vice-chancellor of the
University Emajuddin Ahmed
chaired the seminar.

Some of the speakers said
that most of the newspapers
were not,following the basic
norms of journalism like objec-
tivity and credibility. Some
blamed mushroom growth of
ncwspapers for not following
cven the unwritten cthics

drawn by the newspapermen.

Prol Khan in his paper said
that so far there was no code
of cthics for the jourhalists in
our country. Most of the jour-
nalists mostly new comers fol-
lowed their seniors to learn

Kamal elected
Vice Chairman

of ICN

Bangladesh Minister for
Health and Family Welfare,
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusul,
has been clected a Vice chair-
man of the International
Conference on Nutrition (ICN)
now being held in Rome ac-
cording to a message received
here, reports BSS.

The conference, jointly
sponsored by the FAO and the
WHO began with the us
presence of his holiness the

Pope John Paul IL

next 24 hours commencing 6 am today (Sunday).
The Met office forecasts, night temperature is likely to fall

by one to two degree Celsius across

the country.

The Met office adds, night temperature may fall further af-

ter two days.

The minimum of 11.0 degree Celsius temperature was
reported from Srimangal and the maximum of 28.5 degree
was reported from Kutubdia yesterday (Saturday).

The sun sets today at
am. ¢

5.11 pm and riscs tomorrow at 6.28

The maximum and the minimum temperature and humid-
ity of some-of the major cities and towns of the country yes-

terday were:
Cities/Towns  Temperature fn Celsius Humidity
degree in percentage
Mix Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 27.0 16.1 72 58
Chittagong  27.2 18.4 87 72
Rajshahi 27.0 14.6 80 77
Khulna 27.0 156.5 Bl 83
Cox's Bazar 28.0 18.4 82 74
Sylhet 26.0 14.7 77 70
Dinajpur 24.1 11.4 88 88
Barisal 24.7 15.4 87 8l

about the cthics of journalism.
He presented 20-point
code of ethics for journalists,
10 of them suggested by Gazi
Shamsur Rahman in the semi-
nar for discussion.
Nazmul Huda said that the

journalists should determine

their professional ethics with
the help of their unions.

"It is a question of imposi-
tion of self-discipline,” Huda
said adding that “it may come
through democratic practice.”

Refuting the charge of par-
tiality in distributing centrally
controlled advertisement, he
said "as an elected govern-
ment we have no need to con-
trol newspaper.”

He said that a powerful
committee was now working
lo work out a fair and distribu-
tion policy but “we insists on
objectivity as the yardstick of
distributing advertisement.”

. Emajuddin Ahmed however
said that code of ethics cannot.
always ensure the

as laws cannot establish
democracy in the country.

He said that a journalist
should be instinctive about ob-
jectivity and be committed to
the people.

Zillur Rahman said that the
move of the then Bangladesh
Krishak Sramik Awami League
(BAKSAL) government to
squecze the ncwspapers was a
trial to improve ‘'the standard
of journalism of the country
and none of the journalists
were unemployed because of
the move.

Nirmal Sen said that before
finalising the ethics for jour-
nalists the criteria of an editor
should be settled.

— Star photo
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CALL :

882890
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882868

With its strong back-up of human resources,
xperience,
insurance requirements in a fast chang

wealth of e

UP TO DECEMBER 10, 199

3% DISCOUNT CARD

NSS
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FAX : B80-2-883011

IBM BUSINESS PARTNER
AN ENVOY ALLIANCE CO.

Your Security

iance is fully

indepth know-how and
to meet all general

"EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH * SECURITY _
RELIANCE

INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE
DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Phone ' PABX - 240106-6, 238080
Telex 671186 RIL BJ

o e ———




