Dhaka, Friday, December 4, 1992

The Signal from OIC

On the face of it, the time for moderation for
stopping the continued massacre of ans
n forces is over. Again, il the international
community is to put a halt to the heinous
"t:lelrnln&pmcm“ designed to wipe out or drive
away the Muslims and Croats, it must be prepared
to use force. This strong message was heard, loud
and clear, during the two-day emergency session
-of the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC)
Just concluded in Jeddah.
However, when it came to translating this
€ Into a practical course of action,
the OIC session was obliged to weigh many con-
flicting options. Having failed at a meeting in
June to win the suﬂ{mn of the UN Security
Counctl (SC) for the lifting of the arms embargo
on the supply of weapons to Bosnians or for mili-
tary intervention, the meeting knew, almost right
at the start of the deliberation, that it had to set-
tle for much dess than what a section of 47-mem-
ber tion wanted. The compromise reso-
lution that emerged from the two-day meeting
5:' the initiative back to where if belongs,
UN Security Council which has been asked
to take ne measures against Serbia
and Montenegro, uding recourse to force
under Article 42 of Chapter Seven of the UN
Charter. This means that the call for military
intervention the UN, should it become
as a last resort, stands. However, jud-
by press reports, the demand for lifting the
for the uul) ly of arms to Bosnian
‘Muslims by friendly Sam.lc countries, such as
Turkey, has been dropped.

Several factors played their part in influencing
the OIC resolution. Despite the hard-hitti
opening address delivered King Fahd of Sa
Arabia in which the monarch repeated the call for

the 1 of the arms embargo, his country
or other Gulf nations were in no mood either
for militarily involved in the conflict

or for bypassing the United Nations, In ta-
king this position, the moderates had all the
help they wanted from the co-chairmen of the
Geneva Conference on Yugoslavia, s Vance
and Lord Owen who, in behind-the-scene
, had spurned calls for military action
in favour of Bosnian Muslims. There were also
from Washington that having committed
its troops to Somalia, the United States was in no
position to take military action in another volatile
area

The OIC had, therefore, little choice but to
adopt a moderate and what appears to be a sensi-
ble course of action. Sceptics may saﬁ that, under
the influence of Saudi Arabia and other Arab na-
tions, OIC has treated the Bosnian crisis more as
an European issue than as a threat facing the
Islamic world. Notwithstanding this interpreta-
tion, the basic question is simply this : Will the
UN, the European Economic Community (EEC)
and the Unl% w?n:mt.; act fasé ;nd firmly to end

conflict e {low Uﬂlﬂ-ﬂﬁ

tt:t Bosnia's beleaguered Muslims must be
up, the UN must consider some kind of a peace-
l:ecpmg operation to separate the warrmg fac-
tions, to free the victims of Serbian assault from
prisons and, wherever nec , to provide safe
Mtﬂthmwhn want to get out of the area.

ow the modalities of such an operation are
worked out by the SC depends largely on the
consensus. that is created within the world body
by Secretary General Boutros Ghali. Here. we be-
lieve that the EEC too must

play a forceful role in
support of the position taken the meeting in
Jeddah. spurned the OIC call for military

intervention, it must now pay due attention to the
voice of moderation underlining the resolution.
If the UN and EEC fail in these tasks, hardliners
among OIC members may well act on their
own to help the Bosnian Muslims, militarily and
otherwise, and the international community
m be without any moral right to do anything
tit

A Genius in the Making
Aﬁe four is not even the appropriate time for
children to go to school. When one goes to uni-
versity at that age, everybody knows the child is
made of special stuff. Nicholas Macmahon has in-
deed broken all previous records in Britain — or
perhaps a here in the world — by having his
name enrolled with the West London Institute,
art of the Brunel University. Such feats are not
or ordinary mortals, rather for precocious chil-
dren. Only a few months back Ganesh Sittapalam
took the world by surprise by becoming editor of
one of the top-selling British tabloids — albeit for
a day. The tabloid wanted to cash in on
Sittapalam's rejfutaunn as the youngest graduate
of Britain. Until now Sittapalam's amazing feat of
becoming a university graduate at the age of 11
ears seven months stands. If anything, the chal-
enﬁc_ now comes [rom none other than little
Nicholas

Now what makes Nicholas special? His special-
ity lies in his knowledge of violin. The fact that he
took to reading by the age of just one and learnt
to speak fluently 10 months later is the early sign
of his precocity. His bilingual ability — he has
learnt French alongside his mother tongue
English — only adds to his credit. But the re-
markable thing about him is his — as a coinci-
dence perhaps — mention so early of another
great genius of all time, Mozart. Not surprisingly,
one who has taken to violin should capture in his
vocabulary, at the time of his picking words, none
other but Mozart's name. Mozart himself has to
his credit incredible musical achievements, in-
E‘l:dmg his first public appearance at tht:: age of

Let us hope the similarity between the German
master and the little English violinist will go fur-
ther apart from the academic record he is well
set (o establish. Nicholas will do the humanity a

favour if he emulates Mozart as a com

rather than falling in the trap of cheap media
sgll.::lk:lt{;aﬂc is capable of doing t things, no

bt about that. Either too much pampering or
the media glare can however divert the prodi-
mu:hayfrﬂmhiscuum. It is good to know that

boy has been placed in able hands for his
proper education. Gifted children like him are
sure to be a misfit in a nu school. So he be-
came and his parents were rich enough to af-
Yord expensive fees charged by schools.
Apparently, his parents' economic constraint has
- ggved to be a n instead of handicap for the

- He will be taken well care of and the boy is

ﬁecud to make the huma richer thro
exceptional mnbuunm.m et

stepped

1

Yet despite
promises of increased aid
towards that end, aid is now
expected to fall or remain
stagnant during the decade.
Total multilateral and bilat-
eral aid in 1991 stood at $75
billion, a figure that has stayed
static since mid-1980. World

creasingly stringent political
conditions on aid disburse-
ments.

The new directives are
aimed at Africa in particular.
The continent accounts for
about 40 per cent of total aid.
Unlike Latin America, where
15 countries have moved from
authoritarian rule to multi-

| party democracy in recent

years, um—pm-g rule remains
the dominant form of govern-
ment onm the continent.
Economic success stories in
Asia have left it relatively free
of aid pressure.

Severe budget constraints
among donor nations and in-
creasing competition for aid

- | from former communist coun-

tries in Eastern Europe has led
to marked shift in conditional-
ity since 1990,

Aid conditionality s nothing
new. In the past it referred to
how aid should be used as well
as political support for the
donor. With the ending of su-
‘perpower rivalry, the West has
upped the ante. Major aid

T our schools has taken a
very miserable shapc
nowadays. Aller ten or twelve
yecars with English as a
compulsory subject, our
school-leavers wonder how to
write a single sentence on
their own correctly. They, of
course, feel easy if they are
asked to quote from memory.
These students, however, are
getting creditable marks in
English as well as many other
subjects not on the basfs of
their originality of thinking
and expression, but on the
basis’ of their memorized
materials. In challenging
situations at higher stages of
learning where there is no
scope for learning by rote that
is, learning without under-
standing, these students prove
misfits. |
The microscopic few stu-
dents who learn bit of English
after years of study at the
school level, learn it without
any satisfactory degree of accu-
racy in native English stan-
dard. Some, of course, go to
the length of saying that these
students learn something
greatly other than English.
When they are taught pronun-
ciation of English words,
are so_taught that, if placed in
native English situation they
can hardly understand the
pronunciation of those words
or expect to be understood
when they pronounce them. A
classroom situation at the in-
termediate and degree level is
horrible. An English professor
in his classroom, for all his
unthinkably simple construc-
tion of sentences in his ad-
dress to the class, finds most
of the students feeling help-
less, some murmuring at the
continuous English, some even
throwing up their hands in
horror at the very idea of un-
derstanding lecture in English.
So the classroom exercise of
the teacher and the taught
turns out to be meaningless —
a sheer wastage of time and
energy. Hence ultimately what
happens is a quick turn to dis-
cussion in Bengali on English
writings or a discussion on the
basic rules of grammar and
translation which is actually
the function of the teachers of
primary as well as secondary
schools.
. Apart from scarcity of prop-
erly trained teachers, inappro-
priate methodology of teach-
ing, absence of regularly up-

Foreign investment

Sir, As a matter of eco-
nomic policy of the country,
our Government has openly
announced to offer a numg:: of
potential in-
vestors in the industrial sector.

facilities to' the

Obviously, the floating of joint-
venture projects in combina-
tion with foreign investment
has been given a very special
emphasis in this area. More-
over, the present industrial
g]icyllmd to be one of the

st in the countries of South
and South-East Asia. Virtually,
it seems to have certain
aspects quite favourable for the
international investors. Be-
sides, we have an extra advan-
tage in this field. We have an
abundant supply of cheap

The deepening recession in the West is af-
fecting overseas aid budgets of major donor
countries. Although Britain has just an-
nounced that it will maintain the present

~ lined as follows :

level of its aid, new figures show there will

be cuts in two

rs’ time. In 1994-95 it will

be £2,308 million instead of the promised
£2,334 — about 0.32 per cent of GNP.
Gemini News Service examines current

donor attitudes to aid.

to move towards democracy
and political pluralism. This
to a paper from the

London-based Oversecas

Development Institute (ODI),
requires the recipient gov-

ermnmment to show accountable

management, rule of law, ac-
tive curtaiiment of corruption

and protection of human
rights. The catch word now is
"good governance”.

The World Bank and most
other international financial
institutions do not have a polit-
ical mandate and therefore
stay clear of broader political
issucs such as the party sys-
tem.

Yet the Bank's aid policy is
directly linked to good gover-
nance which it sees as a means
toward economic develop-
ment. Outlining the Bank's
policy Preston says: "Efficient
and accountable Tﬂl
:y tt::':l'e and .poliqm

ic transparent
framework are critical to the
efficiency of markets and gov-
ernments, and hence eco-
nomic development.”

In June 1990 Britain's
Foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary, Douglas Hurd, an-
nounced that "governments
which persist with repressive
policies, corrupt management,
wasteful and discredited eco-
nomic systems should not ex-
pect us to support their folly
with scarce aid resources

cisewhere”,

In the same month France's
President Fancois Mitterrand
told a summit of African heads
of state that France would be
less generous with its aid to-
wards “regimes which conduct
themselves in an authoritarian
manner without accepting evo-
lution towards iy

The United States Agency
of International Development
announced in February 1991
that an increasing amount of
fts aid would be directed to
those countries moving to-
wards economic and pufilicnl
liberalisation.

Last December a meeting of
OECD aid ministers and aid

ncy chiefs agreed that
mdomnunm commit-
ted to -based economic

reform, democratisation and

good governance should be
given priority in the allocation
of development assistance”.

Mark Robinson, Research
Fellow at ODI, sums up the ef-
fect of the new aid approach.
"The poor in African countrics
which are ruled by dictators
who ignore Western pressure
will lose out”.

This demand for political
reforth also acts in tandem
with economic and market-
oriented reforms instituted in
the 1980s. Indeed, it was the
faflure of structural adjustment
programmes to produce suffi-
cient economic rewards that

good governance in their aid
men. ;

Economic faflures have
bcen attributed to authoritar-
lan, unaccountable and corrupt
regimes, particularly in Alrica
where “internal political fac-
tors are increasingly seen as a
major obstacle to economic
progress”.

Donors argue that their
stand is also in response to the
momentum for political
change throughout Africa

reform has been ga
pace since the ht-lmm

Donors have taken
punilive measures. British aid
to the Sudan has been cut off
due to persistent abuse of hu-
man rights. France and
Beiglum have suspended aid to
Zaire following continued vio-
lation of human rights and in
exasperation al the reluctance
of President Scko Sese Mobutu
to share power.

In Zambia, donor pressure

English Teaching in Our Schools

by Hamidul Islam -

“our English teaching, nay,

teaching of any subject at the
grassroot level is the unhealthy
teacher-student ratio. Unlike

the standard 1:20 teacher-stu- -

dent ratio in a classroom of an
advanced country where the
teacher can take an intimate
care of each and every student,
our teacher, however skilled in
his prolession, has to tackie a
class consisting of 100 stu-
dents or more. It is a situation
which a man minimum under-
standing of the art ol tcaching
can hardly think of. As a natu-
ral sequel to this horrible situ-
ation, tutorial homes in great
number have sprung up all
over the country specially in
the urban areas. In these pri-
vately run coaching centres, a
teacher dcals with 10 or 12

. students in a batch undis-
turbed by any

campus turmoil.
But what has spoiled these tu-
torial homes is the fact that far
from being teaching centres,
these places have become veri-
table note selling centres. The
teaches rake their brain on
behalfl of the students, make
notes and dcliver them over to
the students there.

- The abolition of English at
the degree level under the
Dhaka Universily is a mortal
blow on our English teaching
at the school level. Besides, in
my opinion what has harmed
English teaching in our
schools as well as colleges,

more than anything else, is the.

new generation of English
teachers who have had some
training, local or foreign, in
linguistics. Enchanted with the
utterly new methods of teach-
ing, they want to bid farewell
to the traditibnal grammar-
translation method and drill
the rather strange principles
of linguistics into the heads
that do not have even the basic
knowledge of English. So far as

I know this new generation of

teachers who shudder at the
idea of grammar-translation
method or-at the fdea of
teaching ' language through
great literary pieces (written
by the native masters) appeal-

ing to the aesthetic sense of

our young and energetic learn-
ers, have not yet succeeded in
producing a new generation of
students well-versed in

English. Our school textbook
writers have also thought out a

Inspite of our having all
these merits, the foreign in-

veslors' response to this im- .

portant sector is not so sharp
as expected. There must be
some speciflic reasons for such
state of things hindering the
desired flow of investment in
the country.

These may be out-

and order situation of the
country; 2) labour unrest pro-
voked by unfair trade union-
ism; 3) absence of standard

- wages policy in the !nduluz:
the

4) low productivity of

labour; 5) frequent r cut
in the industrial areas; 6) lack
ol wide range of telecommuni-
cation Edlltjr: 7) non-availabil-
ity of duty-free transport; B)
inadequate overseas publicity

new spccics of texts dull in
theme and style and some-
times, full of incorreet gram-
mar and idiom,

Any mecthod of language
teaching however old or new,
is justified if it works in the
classroom that is, il it suc-

cceds in teaching the students |

how to use the language cor-
rectly. It is the result that jus-
tifies the means. A good
teacher {s well-read and inno-
vative. He knows how much of
what method works in the
classroom. His innovative tal-
ent, therefore, is the best
method of teaching. It is in
this light that we should think
about the modern appropriate
methodology of teaching
English. So, before we partially
or totally banish the conven-
tional grammar-translation
method as well as the method
of teaching language through
absorbing literary pieces of the
great native masters, we
should not forget that there
was a time when the efficient
application of such methods
produced hundreds and thou-
sands ol matriculates, gradu-
ates and masters with com-
mendable
English.

A recent survey on the
merit level and lan profi-
ciency of the students of 35
countries says that children
have the ability to learn 3 to 5
languages. The survey-report
also says that the merit level of

command of

our children is well above the

average merit level of the chil-
dren of those 35 countries. But
it 1s regrettable that our chil-
dren cannot even learn two
languages i.e., Bengali and
English, let alone 3 to 5 lan-
guages. From all this it be-
comes clear that if there is any

trouble, it is not in the brajin of

our students but somewhere
else which we should identify
and try to remedy as far as

possible.

A very painful thing for a
teacher of English at the in-
termediate level is. the pre-
scribed English text full of
pieces of prose and poetry
written by the great masters of
English. It is a very painful
thing because he has to pre-
sent the pieces to an audience

for the merchandise; 9)
paucity of bank finance; 10)
difliculties in importing vital
inputs lor production; 11) cor-
rupt practices and harassment

of the supporting agencies; 12)
absence of and timely

execution of government pol-

fcy.
Nitin Roy
'Fakirerpool, Dhaka.

Writing

Sir, It seems that we are

- gradually losing interest in the

art of writing ures, poems,
stories etc. | had to reach teo
such a conclusion having been
found a very poor response
from the membérs of the As-
sociation of the British Couneil

of English. It ts really a
lremendous task — a mam-
moth task rather — o repafr

the damages done to our boys
and giris over the years at the
school level and make them
prepared within a short span
of time for the examination Lo
be takenon those-

pieces wrillten by the  native
masters. As far as their inguis-
tic Incompetlence is con-
cerned, it is also an uphill task
for our children to master
those difficult pieces.

It is most unfortunate that
both the teachers and the stu-
dents of the colleges (or still
higher seats of lcarning) are to
pay a heavy price [or the un
successful teaching of English
at the school level. The teach-
ers are to pay because they are
to teach the basic things about
the language they are not sup-
posed to. The students are to
pay because they are to learn
things they were supposed to
learn much earlier and because
they miss local or foreign jobs
and scholarships they are not
supposed to miss. Can anything
be more upsetting than this?
Do our students who have al-
ready devoted their valuable
time and energy to the task of
learning English for long 10 or
12 ycars, have still the time
and energy to learn it afresh?

Supposing they have still the,

energy, can the teachers at the
intermediate level afford to
perform the dual task of offer-
ing language courses to them
and preparing them on the
well-written prescribed

pieces within a limited span of

two years?

It is a pity that despite be-
ing a compulsory subject up to
the intermediate level, English
has virtually been relegated by
incompetent teaching as well
as neglect of the government.
It is a thousand pities that this
miserable state’ of English has
led to a mushroom growth of a
number of English medium
schools in the metropolis (very
shrewdly patronised by a sec-
tion of our highly privileged
people) which will undeubt-
edly create different classes
distinguished by their different
intellectual heights — the
privileged and the
underprivileged in society. W¢

——
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Scholars (ABCS) who were re-
uested to send their articles
r the first ABCS annual jour-

nal scheduled to be published

at the end of the current year.

Ol course, there may be quite a
number of members who
would say that they missed the
newsletter or invitation for ar-
ticles. Well, at this end, |
would like to take the advan-
tage of your esteemed column.
| am sure almost all the mem-
bers of ABCS are your readers
as well.

Writing should continue to
be a passion with the enlight-
ened ones of course te en-
lighten others. ;

M Zahidul Hague
Editor, ABCS Newsletter and

can't lct this unhealthy
discriminatory social condition
grow in this dear land of ours.
The scope to learn English and
cnjoy the bliss of learning it
must be open to all.

There is no denying the (act
that nowadays the demand for
English as a means of access to
the wider world of modern

thought, seience ‘and technol: -

ogy, law, medicine and diplo-
macy, trade and commerce has
become much s r than
ever belore. The loss will be
ours il we replace on
these important disciplines by

our vernacular at this develop-

growth.” adds Robinson. Third
World governments see politi-
cal econditienality s an
‘unwarranted interference iIn
the internal affatrs of sovereign
states”.

At the African heads of state
summit in July 1990, icaders

Crities of political conds-
tionality argue that it can be

used as means of
cuttin
lo'lﬂll . For
many Third World goevern-
ments, the question remains

how long can sustain
litical reform IHIH:-
tlonal aid

KEN LAIDLAW s a Canadian

donors now expect recipients which could be used better spurred donors to include where pressure for democratic helped President Kenneth ‘nomic and development issues.
EACHING of English in ing stage of our national life.

Without English, | am afraid,
we will simply run the risk of
being intellectually isolated
from the rest of the world. We
can no longer afford to teach it
incompetently at the primary
and the secondary level where
the base is constructed. We
must remember that the
teachers at the higher seats of
lcaming cannot make a .lr'-
structure on a shaky base. It is
time for us to give a serfous
: it )
schools and stem the rot — be-
fore 1t goes beyond repair. G
The writer is Assisfant
Professor, Deptt of English,
Govt M M Varsity College,

Jes sore

OPINION

Calendars and Diaries
Quazi Ariffur Rahman

Hundreds of public and pri-
vale establishments as well as

publishers in the country bring -

out calendars and diaries every
year, spending a colossal sum
of money, and it may so be that
some are already in the pro-
cess of being printed for the
next year. But because of gov-
ernmental delay in announcing
the list of public holidays for
the following year, most of the
calendars and diaries do not
indicate such holidays.

As certain religious festivals
of Muslims, Hindus and
Buddhists are dependent on
the sighting of the moon, cal-
endars and diaries which indi-
cale holidays often do so on
presumptive calculations and
are occasionally off the mark
by a day or so.

One does not also always
remember the list of non-reli-
gious national holidays, which
are [ollowed in our country in
accordance with the Gregorian
calendar, for which the dates
do not vary — except Pahela
Baishakh, which is observed in
consonance with the Bangla
year. As such, calendars and
diaries having such holidays
clearly indicated make those
more useful than those which
do not at all show such holi-
days or those which indicate
incorrect days as holidays. -

In view of the convenience
of the public at large, may I,
therefore, request the Ministry
of Establishment to have next
year's lunar months studied, as
those may be deltberated upon
by mathematical calculation, to
prepare & list of holidays, to
have such list approved by the
Council of Ministers and lo
have it gazetted as early as
possible, so that calendars and
diaries of 1993 of public and
private establishmenits as have
not yet gone for final print may
incorporate the rmment-
declared public holidays, and,
in addition, also indicate the
days which may be observed as
optional holidays by govern-
mental employees of various

s faiths,

The list of optional holidays
for Hindus also be elabo-
rated to 1| de Sivaratr,
Doljatra, Chaitra Shankranti,
Jamai Shasthi, Bhai Peota,
Rathajatra, Punajatra, Viswa-
karma Puja, Mahalaya, and the
like. Similarly, the list of
optional holidays for Buddhists
may be widened by including

Poush Parban and Magh Bihu,
Charak and Bihu, Guru
Purnima, Rakhi Purnima and
the like. For the Christians,
Good Friday (even though it
coincides with a normal
weekly holiday) and New Year's
Eve may be included, and the
24th and the 26th December
may be re-worded as
Christmas Eve and Boxing Day
respectively.

Last, but perhaps not with-
out reason, the Government
should ssue a guideline for a
symmetry to be observed as
regards the commencing day
of the week. At nt
ernmental calendars
F as the []
wrtl‘:::yn mnymmw
ing certain government-owned
organisations, show Saturday
as the commencing day, while
yct few others still show, seven
ycars after introeduction of
Friday as the weekly holiday in
Bangladesh, Sunday as the
commeneing day. A uniform
system in our calendars would
give a pereeption that we are
disciplined nation. '

Last, but not the least im-
portant, almost twa alter
the ouster of the previous au-
tocratic regime, are we still
going to stick to the Ershad-
introduced Bangla calendar, or
are we going to switch back to
the standard Bangla ealendar
that has been in vogue since
perennial times? In case we
decide to alter the setting of
the age-old Bangla calendar to
make it more rational and
practical, we may consider
switching over to a calendar as
suggested by late ‘'Dr
Mu mad Shahidullah, one
of the most learfed and {llus-
trious linguists and scholars of
Ba h of recent times.

To conclude, for reason
stated earlier, as well as be-
cause calcndars and diaries are
mecant not only for finding
dates but also for
holidays, whether lﬂhlk or
optional, | suggest L in all
forthcoming years the Govern-
ment should announce the
holidays for the following year
by October every year, so that
all calendars and diaries
printed in the country are able
to indicate all national holidays
observed in h and
also all optional that
may be availed of by govern-

of various

retgous fasthe,



