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it gives me great pleasure to learn that a meeting of
the Society for International Development South Asia
Committee (SID-SAC) will be held in Dhaka on 3rd-4th
December, 1992 under the aegis of SID-Bangladesh
Chapter. Participants from Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
| Pakistan and Sri Lanka are due to attend the meeting. |
wish that SID-SAC which is a facilitating mechanism to
coordinate the activities of the Regional Chapters of
SID will succeed in attaining the objects of the present
meeting.
. I am also pleased to know that on this occasion a
| Regional Seminar on "Economic Growth and Human
Development with Equity, Security and Sustainability—
National and Regional Perspectives” will be organized.
Economic growth and human development are closely
inter-related. Human beings contribute to growth and
growth contributes to the welfare of the people. If
development is to be in the best interest of the people,
economic growth and human development must be
with equity, security and sustainabjlity. 4N
participants of the Seminar from home and abroad
deliberate in depth on the relevant aspects of this
important topic and generate new ideas and strategies
to help solve the problems of the South Asian
Countries in the field of economic growth and human
development with equily, securily and sustainability.
I wish all success of the meeting and congratulate
SID for organizing the Regional Seminar on a topic of
| vital interest and importance.

| A M Zahiruddin Khan
Minister for Planning

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

I am very glad that SID-
Bangladesh Chapter is hosting
on 3-4 December ]992 an
Executive Committee Meeting
of SID South Asia Committee
(SID -SAC] and the first
Working Group Meeting for
1993 SID South Asia Regional
Conference. Acceptance of in-
vitation by all the members to
atiend these Meetings indi-
cates the importance being at-
tached to them. | welcome the
distinguished participants
cfrom India, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. Hopefully their
stay in Bangladesh would be
pleasant and their delibera-
tions [ruitful.

The theme for the Regional
Conference s Economic
@Browth and Human
Development with Equity,
Security and Sustainability —
National and Regional
Perspectives. SID-Bangladesh
Chapter is organising a
Seminar on this theme of topt-
cal importance coinciding with
the aferementioned Meetings.
Human development and eco-
nomic growth are inextricably
intertwined. Historically we
have the example of Japan.
The case of Thailand is nearer
home and much more recent.
Equity and security are
paramount factors in economic
development. With ecological
degradation all around and the
threat of global warming loom-
ing large, one can ignore sus-

Through conference, semi--
nars, workshops and publicd-
tions on burning developmen-
‘tal issues at tnternational, re-
gional and national levels, SID
tries to promote the cause of
durable and equitable growth
the world over., The present
Meetings and Seminar on the
eve of the SAARC Summit in
Dhaka are intended to under-
score the necessity of en-
hanced regional cooperation
Jor economic growth and hu-
man development in South
Asia. May SID succeed in its
noble mission!

A T M Shamsul Haque

Member, Planning Commission
: Government of !?-nngjadﬂh

tainability consideration in and
economic growth only at one's President, SID Bangladesh
own peril. Chapter.
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Economlc Growth and Human Development
with Equity, Security and Sustainability

by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad
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Society for Interna-

tional Development
(SID) operate on a three year
eycle buflt around its triennial
World Conferences. In a given
triennium, the seven SID re-
gions of the world choose
themes which are relevant to
the particular regional realitics
and concerns and have refer-
ence to the broad pr me
framework of the next World
Conference. Having reviewed
and issues related to
sustainable development dur-
ing 1988-91, leading to the
20th SID World Conference
held in Amsterdam in May
1991 on the theme of "One
World or Several — Towards a
Strategy for Growth,
Sustainability and Solidarity in
an [nterdependent World", SID
aims to discuss in the current
triennfum how sustainable de-
velopment can be achieved,
leading to the 21st World
Conlerence to be held in
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Council and of
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Governing
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HE Society for Inter-
national Development
(SID) is the world's

3

information and ideas. SID has f{or SID to

AN INTRODUCTION

pursue in the

more than 10,000 members in leading to the next SID World

132 countries. A significant
part of the Society's work is
carried out through over 120
SID Chapters, over 50% in the
South, which provide active
programmes geared to
interests of their communities.
The purposes of the Society
arc to encourage, support and
facilitate a sense of community
among individuals and organi-
zations committed to devel-
opment at local, regional and
international levels and to pro-
vides services to national de-
velopment constituencies; to
promele international dia-

logue, understanding and co- =

SID South Asia Committee (SID-SAC)

operation for social and eco-
nomic development which
furthers the well being of all
peoples and of a truly interde-

| pendent world of sell-reliant

nations; and to advance the
science, process and art of
sustainable social and eco-
nomic development through
educational means, including
research, publication and dis-
cussion.

SID is not afliiated with any
government, It provides mem-
bers and associates with ideas
and information from many
perspectives and facilities for
dissemination of their experi-
cnces and views. SID cooper-
ates actively with existing net-
works of development institu-
tions.

SID has a consultative status
with the UN Economic and

'Social Céuncil (ECOSOC) and

has official UN representation
in New York, Geneva, Paris and
Vienna.

SID is financed by member-
ship dues and contributions
from a wide variety of devel-
opment organizations, founda-
tions and institutions. SID's
International Secretariat is lo-
cated in Rome, Italy.

SID's programmes operate
on a three year cycle bulilt
around its triennial World
Conference. These are major
events which bring together
participants in the develop-
ment process from all parts of
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the world to review current is- .

sues in the field of interma-
tional development and to

highlight new lines of inquiry
and response. The Conference

also helps SID chart new di-
rections based on changes in

1tact

Conference in 1994 in Mexico.
These are issues relating to:
Environment and Sustainable
Development; Integration of
and Youth in
Private and
Balance in

Development;

Public Sector
Development; Grassroots
Movements and Participation;
Human Rights and Democracy
and the Strengthening of the
System and
International Governance.

One important SID activity
is its North-South-Roundtable
(NSRT) where high level aca-

Mexico in April 1994,

The pertinent {ssues under
this broad theme may be con-
sidcred horizontally under sub-
lh{‘ﬂ'!l'."! governance and insti-

tional develppment, to ex-
pnrc politica lnd juridiral

dimensions of sustainable de
velopment; culture and iden-
Lity, to examine changes in
values required for sustainabil-
and the implications of the
balization process; ecology
and glebal responsibility, to
undr:rlt.l.nd how individuals
and nations must apply the
lessons of the 1992 United
Nations Conference on
Environment and Development
(UNCED); and equity and hu-
man devclopment, to address
the poverty dimensions as well
as siralegics to empower peo-
ple to achieve sustainable
livelihoods. Each of these
themes may be examined ver-
tically in terms of how local

demics, development practi-
tioners, researchers and policy
makers are {invited from

largest mem-bership organi- development thinking and around the world to discuss
zation devoted to international emerging issues. global development issues.
development. The Society was In May 1991 SID 20th

established in 1957 as an World Conference in SID has several regular pub-
association of people with Amsterdam on One World or lications - Development
interest in international Several : Towards a Strategy (quarterly journal), Compass
economic, political and social - for Growth, Sustainability and (news letter), Development
development. Since then SID Solidarity in Hotline (fortnightly news bul-
.. WRF "#nttl'd ent Wurldﬁm (Publis
for ., exchange of . brought scveral y SID, IPS and AIES
development ~expérience, jor lines of p me i as a bi- mﬂhl}' news letter 6%

focus on youth issues).

SID is managed by an inter-
nationally elected Governing
Council and an Executive
Committee. The presidency
rotates between the South and
the North Current President is
from the North: Maurice
Williams. Current Members of
the Governing Council from
South Asia are: Qazi
Kholiquzzaman Ahmad (Bangla-
desh), Jaya Arunachalam
(India), Ashok Bapna (India),
Tissa Devedra (Sri Lanka), Q.
K. Ahmad is also member of
the Executive Committee and
Chair, SID Youth Programme.

Society for International Development (SID)|

inftiatives are linked to na-
tional, regional and global per-
spectives in an interdependent
world

During the tricnnium |998-
91, SID in South Asia intensely
debated relevant issues under
the broad theme of "Policies
and Strategies [or Sustainable
Development in South Asia —
National and Regional
Perspectives”. Keeping mn view
thc outcome ol those debates
and the issues to be discussed
in the 2Ist SID World
Conlercnce in 1994, we have
chosen "Economic Growth and
Human Development with
Equity, Security and
Sustainability” as an umbrella
theme to explore, during the
current triennium, major
questions South Asia faces In
the context of achieving sus-
tainable deveélopment.

South Asia is characterized
by a high concentration of
population and poverty and sc-
rfous cnvironmental degrada-
tion. The challenge of alleviat-
ing poverty or environmental
degradation alone is
formidable enough; but the re-
glon must address both simul-
tancously and urgently for or-
derly social progress in har-
mony with the nature since
the alternative looming in the
horizon is social convulsions
and irreversible destruction of
the natural base of future
growth.

The Sixth SAARC Summit
held in Colombo, Sri Lanka in
December 1981 accorded Lhe

| oo

emphasis on environmentally
mund growth. SID chapters

| and membership of the region

are endeavouring to make
their contribution toward for-
mulation of policies and
strategies for achieving the
same goals.

It may be noted that virtu-
ally all the SAARC Summits
held so far have emphasized
the crucial importance of
people's involvement in re-
gional cooperation and the key
role of the people-to-people
contact in that process. SID-
SAC is an independent forum
that promotes pcople-to-pco-

See page 9 col 4

FTER the successiul

completion of the 19th

World Conference of
the Society for International
Development in New Delhf in
March 1988, there was a
consensus on the need for
active regional programmes to
be pursued by SID all over the
world te focus attention on key
current issues of development.

' The Gover-ning Council of the

SID which met during this
World Conference initiated a
serics of study group meetings
and regional conferences in 7
SID regions of the world. |
The South Asian Region
boldly accepted the challenge.
The region already had a
framework
Representatives [rom South
Asian countries met in Dhaka
in December 1985 a few days
prior to the first SAARC sum-
mit in Dhaka, and established
SID-South Asia Committee
(SID-SAC). Dr Q K Ahmed was
clected the first chairman of
SID-SAC. Under his leadership
SID-SAC contributed signifi-
cantly towards the expansion
of SID in South Asia and con-
solidation of its activities in
the region. SID-SAC played an

{ important role in organizing

SID's 19th World Conference
in Delhi. Good work of SID-
SAC continued as Mr Ahuja of
India and Mr S M Huda suc-
ccessively followed Dr Ahmed as
chairman of SID-SAC. The
Erinr:lpi: of rotation has
rought me to the current
chairmanship of SID-SAC.
The specific objectives of
the SID-SAC are:
a) to develop and

strengthen working relation-
ship among the chapters of the

on.

b) to exchange information
on activities carried out by dif-
ferent chapters.

¢) to promote and
strengthen professional con-
SID members in
the region and to that end fa-

in place. SID

- An Introduction
by Tissa Devendra

cilitate exchange of profes-
sionals/researchers/students.

d) to develop support and
implement coliaborative activi-
ties including rescarch, con-
[erence, dialogues, workshop
and publications.

e) to contribute through its

various activities such as those

listed under (d) above to a de-
sirable process of coopcration
in devcr opment among coun-
tries of South Asia.

During the 1988-91 SID-
SAC organized study group
meetings, SID-SAC meetings
and regional seminars (in
Dhaka, Hyderabad, Madras and
Karachi) around the SID's
overriding theme in that pe-
riod of sustainable develop-
ment, leading to SID-South
Asia Regional Conference in
Dhaka in 1990, a highly suc-
cessful event.

The South Asia Regional
Programme leading to the 21st
World Conference in April
1994 in Mexico begins in
Dhaka with this SID-SAC meet-
ing and regional seminar on
"Economic Growth and Human
Development with - Equity,
Security and Sustainability”.
The seminar with address cru-
cial issues and SID-SAC meet-
ing will plan study group an
preparatory meetings leading
to the next South-Asia
Regional Conlference to be held
in August 1992 in Sri Lanka.

South Asia contains over
one billion ., about a fifth
of the wo total. We have
been able to make significant
progress, but there are large
segments of tion which
are still poverty stricken and
lack participations in the de-
velopment process of their re-
spective countries. Thus it is
necessary to review the key
development policies pursued
by the countries of this region

and seek to ‘identify adjust-
mcnt policics in order to re-
solve the persisting problems.

On behalfl of SID-SAC [ con-
vcy my heartfelt thanks to the
SID Bangladesh Chapter for
hosting this significant meet-
ing of SID-SAC and the re-
gional brainstorming seminar,
and to Dr @ K Ahmad for his
initiative in that regard. We
look forward to fruitful delib-
erations and interactions in
Dhaka.

TISSA DEVENDRA is Chair-
man SID-SAC and Member SID
Governing Council

This SID-SAC meeting and a
regional seminar on
“Economic Growth and Human
Development with Eguity,
Security and Sustatnabiliry”
marks an important step in a
broad based process of re
gional rthrh-l and debate in
South Asia as SID prepares for
its 21st World Conference in
Mexico in 1994. The world has
been dramatically transformed
since the end of the Cold War
and the nature of the changes
is far [rom clear as events con
tinue to wunfold.

What is entirely clear is
that we need new hes
to development — approaches
which encompass reform of
governance and institutions,
protection of human rights and
equity, and greater economic
and ecological security. This
seminar is a valuable opportu
nity to explore these theme
which are the tasks SID set for
iself in Amsterdam. The dis-
cussions will contribute to
shaping the Soclety’'s [uture
programme as the Governing
Council prepares for the 2]st
World Conference in Mexico
City in 1994.

SID has a unique responsi
bility to provide guidance and
set standards for new devel-
opment approaches to meet
changing needs. For the
Society is a broad-based asso
ciation of over 10,000 devel
opment professionals, policy
makers and institutions com
mitted to promoting sound
and equitable development.
Through more than 120 na-
tional and local chapters
around the world and seven
regional conferences SID (s
addressing the kinds of con
cerns that will be raised in
Dhakea

I wish to express the grati-
tude of SID to the Bangladesh
Dhaka Chapter for hosting the
SID-SAC meeting and the re-
ghnul seminnr just before the

some [ﬂlpartnnt mn§

guide development policy ﬂ'l-.d
actions as we effect the transf-
tion to sustainable to ltvell-
hoods for all.

Though many of the major
environment problems are
global or transnational in char-
acter, it is essential fo recon-
gnize important differences in
the state of the environment
and of development within and
among couniries, as well as the
countries’ financial, technolog-
ical and institutional capacities
to deal with these problems.
What (s required is a collective
yet differentiated approach to
action which respects national
priorities and values.

Further it is unlikely that
the conditien of the environ-
ment will change {f the living
conditions of nearly 75% of
the world’'s population receiv-
ing 15% of the world's income
do not improve. Accelerated
economic development with
equity in the composition and
distribution of its benefits, for
the reduction of poverty within
and between countries, should
recelve prioricy attention in in-
ternational cooperation and
national policy. The environ-
mental challenge can best be
met while addressing the

needs of people at the local
level through a democratic and
participatory process which al-
lows priorities to be estab-
lidhed and conflicts of interest
to - be resolved openly and di-

rectly by those concerned
Participation in decision-malk-
ing is the best way to link so
clal and human development
to environmental protection.
Finally, it is increasingly ev
ident that one of the [unda
menials of sustainable devel
opmenl! is an appropriale in-
stitutional [ramework. one
which provides for balanced
development of pubic policy by
the state, of a vigorous private

sector and market economy,
and a independent and plural
civil society. Critical is the in-
teraction of the thinking and
institutions which wunderline
these three sectors — the pub
lic, the private and the civi.
Among the conclusions of
the recent Rio Summit on
Environment and Development
is that world is exceeding
some of its physical limits, and
that human society is using re-
sources and generaling wasfe
at rates which are not sustain-
We can conclude from the
last two decades of experience
— from the United Nations
Environment Conference in
Stockholm to the recent Rio
Summit — that the time to act
is less than was foreseen, the

possibilities to avoid collapse
are much greater.

However, a matter of great
concern {s the conclusion of
the UN Secretary General that
the level of commitment by
government at the Rio Summit
was not commensurate with
the risks.

What (s required is enough
growth to realize the techno-
logical possibilities and strafe-
gies for a sustainable global
society — and just that and no
more. Then
achieve the goal qf the
Brundtland Report of a society
which meets its own needs
without hindering future gen-
erations [rom meeting theirs;

The task before you as par-
licipants in this SID-SAC
meeling and regional seminar

is to inform the debate on
sustainable developnunl as we

move along the difficult path of
translating agree principles
into action. For it is the civil
soclety of independent organi-
zations, like SID, which are
able to define and, by building
broad public support, enforee
norms of public morality and
conduct to protect human
rights, to realize gender and
intergenerational equity and to
ensure protection of the ehvi-
ronmendi.

I wish you a constructive
SID-SAC meeting and a rich
and productive seminar.

Maurice Williams
SID President ;
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danger of collapse is higher,
but that the Ierhnﬂ_lgaic_al.,l.
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