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China's 'help'
naval build-up worries India

YANGON, Dec 2: Myanmar
is building a new naval base in
the hrrawaddy Delta and up-
grading other facilities at both
ends of its coast, develop-
n‘tﬂlllhlth“-ﬂﬂlrlL
because of Chinese in-
volvement. diplomats said, re-
ports Reuter.

China has already become a
major arms supplier to the
Yangon military government as
it embarks on an expansion of
its armed forces. v

A new naval base is
constructed at Hanggyi is
at the mouth of the Basscin

River, diplomats said.

It is also belicved that exist-
ing [acilities at Sittwe, near
the border, and
Mergui on the southern isth-
mus near the Thal border, are

No one is sure what
t are doing, said an Asian
o i

"India is worried and

ASEAN should be worried too,”
he added.

ASEAN, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations,
gruupi Thatland, the

hilippines, Singapore,

Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei.

Senior Foreign Ministry of-
ficial A Aye, while giving no
details of programme, said
a naval build-up was necessary
because of increased poaching
by Thai fishing boats in

. Myanmar waters

The government sporadi-
cally battles Karen ethnic
rebels in the Irrawaddy Delta
and wanted to block any at-
tempts by the Karen, whose

being improved.

A base on great Coco Island,
just north of India's and Aman

islands, is also being upgraded,
diplomats believe.

main forces are along the Thai
up with
Muslim rebels in Arakan state

border from linking

in the West, he said.

can certain stil

S 3 in Kashmir: mre
powerful bombs exploded in rapid succession in a crowded
market in a Kashmir town, killing three people and injuring
23, police said Wednesday, reports AP from Jammu.

A truck and a fruit shop were destroyed in Tuesday's blasts
at Bishnah, 22 kilometers (13 miles) southeast of Jammu,
winter capital of Jammu-Kashmir state, said police chief

Surind® Singh Wazir.

Eighteen hhm hospitalized, three of them in criti-
cal condition, he said. The explosions were triggered by tim-
ing devices, Wazir said.

No one claimed ty for the blasts, but Wazir said
the attack could have been carried out by either Muslim mili-

tants or Sikh guerillas from neighboring Punjab state.
80 seek asylum in Canada: cen

cilizens of various former Soviet republics requested political
asylum in Canada Tuesday during a stopover on a flight from
Russia to Cuba, Canadian fimmigration authorities said, rcports
AFP from Gander.

The asylum seckers, who arrived on an Aecrollot
fused to reboard the plane alter it stopped to refuel
They brought to 2,180 the number ol people who this year

in Gander sought political asylum, compared to the record of
2,894 set in 1989, according to immigration spokesman Paul

CGreen

The ' wew arrivals were put up
cases o 'by brought before Canadian frmigration officials.

t, re-

8 die in Peruvian plane mishap:
The two Peruvian air. force bombers collided over this coastal
city Tuesday, one of the aircralt spiralling into a city
sireet below, killing at least eight people and injuring some
250 others, police said, reports AFP from Peru.

., Hospital sources said the dead included the Canberra
bomber's crew of two air force rs, as well as five children
and a police sergeant killed while they were crossing the
street in a densely-populated business area.

Pisco is on the pacific, 240 kilometres (150 miles) south
of Lima. Authorities said about 20 of the injured were trans-
ferred to Lima for eme treatment.

The bomber that cras was on a routine flight mission,
travelling with three identical aircralt, officials said.

and killed -18 s Sikh militants Wednesday in the
northwestern state of Punjab during a search for the
scparatist rebels, a news agency reported, says AP from Delhi.
The militants were hiding in sugar cane fields in Fategarh
Samrah village near the Pakistan border when troops gunned
them down, United News of India news agency reported.

Details of fon "Chase and Neutralize” were not im-
mediately available.

The Congress Party state government, which came to
power in Fe , has cracked down on the decade-old Sikh

militancy, which has claimed more than 15,000 lives so far.

2 Malaysian shigg Sink: two Malaysian

ships sank Tuesday in the Sou hina Sea because of rough
weéather, maritime officials said, reports AP from Kuala

am'bnrnmttrﬂlnnhﬂnhantdﬂuurujdth: ian-
registered 587-ton Luconia sank at 6:30 pm (1030 GMT)
Tuesday about 27 nautical miles off the coast of Desaru in
Malaysia's southern Johore state. The ship was en route to
Brunei from 's Port Klang,

Iits 11 Malaysian and three Indonesian crew were rescued
by the Russian trawler NV Lensk and were taken to

Singapore.

The Luconia's mishap following the sinking earlier Tuesday

of the 1,506-ton Malaysian-registcred Seng Heng also in the
South China Sea.

The ship was about 83 nautical miles from Tanjung
Penyusup off the Johore coast while carrying timber [rom
Kuching in Malaysian Sarawak state on Borneo {sland to

Singapore.

Tamils kill
12 Lankan
soldiers

COLOMBO, Shri Lanka, Dec

BONN,
Nazi attacks and

throughout G

in Gander hotels until their

Germans laun

» Dec 2: Fed up with neo-

rnment's seeming in-
ability to deal with them. average citizens
are launching neighbour-

11

more patrol boats but
there would be no tion
for a blue-water fleet, said an-
other diplomat.

He said it was believed that
China had made a s of-
fer to assist in building the
marine base but it seemed to
have been turned down.

A Aye [llatly denied that
China was in any way involved
in the programme.

Indian concern centres on

whether Beljings’' vessels

would be allowed to use the
[acilities.

"The Chinese have helped
them a lot in arms purchases

and shielding them at the
United Nations, the second
diplomat said.

“The Myanmar know they
owe Beijing a lot and the debt
will be called in, he said. But
he added that it was unlikely
Myanmar would give China ac-
cess.

But a third diplomat said a

small group of Chinese techni-

Myanmar's

cal advisers had visited
Hanggyl.

China has recently built
three roads over the border
from its southern Yunnan

province to towns in nerthern

Myanmar.

Myanmar's latest military
acquisitions from China are
two Y-8 transport planes, simi-
lar 1o the Wests' C-130, diplo-
mats say.

mu,.m’ were delivered four

as ofa 1.2 MAI-
lion Uﬂzlhrmm deal that
includes tanks and patrol
boats.

Defence experts say some of
the equipment 1s of poor qual-
ity.

The army is also in the pro-
cess of almost doubling its size
to about 300,000 men, diplo-
mats say.

Government offlicials say the
bufld-up .is necessary because
of the scveral ethnic insurgen-

cics it is Aighting.

Carlos rules
out another
- coup

CARACAS (Venezuela), Dec
2: President Carlos Andres

Perez said Tuesday the loyalty

| of the military rules out the

possibility of a third coup at
tempt against his administra-
tion, reports AP.

"There will be no new coup
in Venczuela,” he told a news
conference.

Perez, who vowed to con-
tinue the tough, u lar
eConomic MmMeasures, that
the bulk of the armed forces
Eﬂ "absolute proof of loyalty”

ring two coup attempts this
year, .

Friday's coup attempt,
which along with a related
prison riot claimed at least
232 lives, lasted r than a
similar attempt in F ary.

Perez's economic measures
have included eliminating
subsidies and the sale of many
government-owned business.
When they were announced in
1989, Perez's first year of his
second term, riots claimed an

mmt:duagouu:-&ﬁl timcs he

would not resign or permit the
date for p ntial clections,
scheduled for December.
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"An Israeli soldier guarding the Allenby Bridge in West
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Bank on Tuesday connecting Israel and Jordan, stands
next to a sign saying ‘May Peace Prevail on Earth' as
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin dedicates a new bridge

terminal.

— AFP/UNB photo

JEDDAH, Dec 2: Palestinian
delegates have urged their
frontline Arab partners to boy-
cott peace talks with Israel
next week but a decision is not
expected before Friday, Arab
diplomats said.

"We are [or postponing the
next round because there is no
benefit because of Israel's posi-
lion, PLO executive committee
member Yasser Abed-Rabbeo
lold Reuters.

He was speaking after for-
cign ministers of Jordan,
lL.ebanon, and Syria and a
Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) represen-
tative met on Tuesday on the
margins of an Islamic confer-
ence to coordinate positions
ahead for the eighth round of

-negotiations launched more

than a year ago.
Sources at the talks in

Jeddah said the Arab delega-
tions agreed to meet again in

i .Beirut on Friday after Jordan,
1 v-bEbanom arid Syria said: they

were willing to attend the
December « 7 meeting in
Washington despite the lack of
real progress.

The Palestinians charge
Isracl has offered no real con-
cessions at the talks so [ar, re-
fusing to accept the
Palestinians' right to sell-de-

LONDON, Dec 2: The Sun
rcported Wednesday that
Prince Charles has banned
Princess Diana from going with
him to the United States next
February because he cannot
face putting thetr
the spotlight again, reports AP,

The London tabloid in what
it tagged an exclustve sasd Di-
ana had been telling friends
how much she looked forward
to the planned trip in February
o the United States, "where
she gets a superstar welcome,”
and to Mexico.

But unnamed “well-
placed” sources, The Sun said
that Charles subseguently de-
cided (o go alone on the tour.

The rt follows months
of speculation in Lendon's
tabloid press that the 11-year-
old marriage of Charles, 44,
the eldest son and heir to
Queen Elizabeth [, and Diana,
31, is on the rocks.

The Sun said the move over
the tour is further evidence of
deep divisions between the
couple.

It reported that two weeks
ago [riends close to the couple
said they would be touring to-
gether in a show of unity.

"Since then, Charles has
taken the dramatic decision to
snub his wife, it reported.
“Well-placed sources say he
told Diana that he was not
prepared to endure another

termmination and setting up a
state of their own Israel has
only offered them self-rule for
an interim period.,

Abed-Rabboe said the
Palestinians were waiting to
receive written answers [rom
the American sponsors of the
Arab-Isracli talks about their
concerns. He did not specify
what they were.

He said they feared the next
round of talks would again be
devoid of substance and com-
plained that Washington was
not putting enough pressure
on Israel to comply with the
ground rules of the peace pro-
cess, based on the UN Security
Council’s land for peace resolu-
tions.

Delegates said Saudi Arabia
and Egypt, the only Arab state
to have signed a treaty with
Israel, were: urging
Palestinians not to boycotl the

next round.

;1 They have Lo atiend even i
~not much is achieved, The

Palestinians have the most te
lose, an Arab diplomat close to
the peace talks said.

Acting US Secretary of
State Lawrence Eagleburger
was rcported on Monday to
have sent a harsh note to both
Israel and the Palestinians,

telling them they shared in the

Fresh fighting in Angola

LUANDA, Angola, Dec 2:
Jonas Savimbi's UNITA rebels
have captured two strategic
towns and military bases in
ficrce battles, gaining a foo-
thold in .mineral-rich north-
ecastern Angola, reports AP,

The rebels captured Negagce
on Tuesday after a threc-day
battle with government troops,
government radio said.

The city, 240 kilomcters
(150 miles) nerth of Luanda, is
the headquarters of the gov-
ernment's” northern air com-
mand. On Monday the rebels
took nearby Uige, the provin-
cial capital, and its military
base, the radio said.

The fighting further damp-
ens hope for peace after more
than a decade of ciyil war.
Clashes broke out after Savimbi
refused to accept his group's

- loss to the government party

in September elections,

A government military sou-
rce said Tuesday that losses
were heavy on both sides in
the fighting. He termed the
battle for Negage fiercest since
a three-day battle a month ago
left 2,500 dead in the capital,
Luanda.

Control of Negage's air base
and Ulge's military base gives

Courage”.

Savimbi's Unfon for the Total
Independence of Angola a po-
werful hold on the northeast,
gateway Lo the country's dia-
monds and oil.

Fighting continued Tucsda
around Negage, located 20 kil-

Ghali's outlines
for UN forces

in Somalia

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 2:
The deeper UN involvement
expected in Somalia, under
which US treops would be au-
thorized to use force to ensure
aid shipments to the starving,

as outlined by Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali:

— Confiscate the fighting
factions’ heavy weapons and
put them under international
control. |

— Disarm the fighters,

— Ensure the safety of in-
ternational relief personnel
and the 500 UN peacekecpers
already in Somalia.

— Establish a cease-fire.

— Replace the force that re-
stores order with UN peace-
kecpers when fighters are dis-
armed and heavy weapons are
brought under international
control. .

ometers (12 miles) south of
Uige.

UNITA and government
representatives were sched-
uled to meet again this week
to arrange direct talks be-
tween Savimbi and President
Jose Eduardo dos Santos and
arrange terms for the rebels to
join a government of natfonal

- unity.

But a government official
said negotiationsi were not pos-
sible when the other side was
making war,

UNITA information oflicer
Jorge Velentim said Tuesday

 that the attacks were the work

of regional commanders, who
he said had been ordecred to

stop fighting.

Valentim said Savimbi was
still in control of UNITA forces
and blamed r communica-
tion with troops in the field for

the fighting.

The government rejected
the explanation. In Wash-
ington, the United States,
which once strongly supported
UNITA; accused the rebel
group of systematically using
military operations over the
past two months to seize terri-
tory and to destabilize Angola.

| Khmer Rouge

kidnaps six
peacekeepers

PIINOM PENH (Cambodia),
Dec 2: The Khmer Rouge kid-
napped six UN peaceckecpers
in central Cambodia after ac-
cusing the men of spying for
the government, a UN
spokesman said Wednesday,
reports AP.

The men — three f{rom
Britain, two f[rom the
Philippines and one from New
Zealand — were being held
near Kompong Thom, 140
kilometres (85 miles) north of
Phnom Penh, at noon
Wednesday, said spokesman
Eric Falt. He said UN offlicials
in Phnom Penh had been In
constant radio contact with
the observers and they said
they were unharmed.

Meanwhile, five UN peace-
keepers were injured
chn:udﬂi morning when
their vehicles ran over freshly
laid anti-tank mines on a well-
travelled road near Siem Reap,
225 kilometres (140 miles)
northwest of Phnom Penh, Falt
said.

UN peacekeepers, here to
guide the country through
democratic elections by May,
have come under attack in re-
cent weeks as tensions have
risen throughout Cambodia.

a nationwide programme ecalled "Action

. Like the Danes who wore yellow stars in
solidarity with their Jewish neighbours in

some places.”

Many recent firebombings of asylum centres
have caused no injuries and little damage, usu-
ally because of quick response by someone at

Fears

ching defence hotlines for foreigners

Jewish Forum in Cologne, adding that "Action
Courage" would give loreigners a sense of

community, as well as protection.
t Germany may be seen as an un-

safe investment area or that a

Diana from
US tour

joint tour under the scrutiny of
the worlds media.

The paper said Charles
feared that if the “warring
couple toured together so soon

Diana: Signing off
after the disastrous trip te

South Korea., their ma
problems would be exposed

boycott talks with Israel

blame for the slow pace of
Middle East peace talks.

The Israeli Daily Maariv
newspaper sald Eagleburger
had urged both sides not to
wait for President-clect Bill
Clinton to take over late in
January because he intended
to maintain the same Middle
East policics as the outgoing
Bush administration.

ary 1990. She visited the
United States without Charles
in February 1989, Their most

recent
States together was in Novem-
ber 1985

trip to the United

China warns Patten

of its might

HONG KONG, Dec 2: China
warned Hong Kong Governor
Chris Patten on Wednesday
against underestimating its
might as he presses on with
democratic reform plans de-
spite Beijings’ stern disap-
proval, reports Reuter.

of economic confidence, a
modest recovery from Tuesday
308 point plunge fizzled out
after minutes, and the Hang
Seng index resumed its

downward spi

Oftf the Record
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Condom dispenser in
Israeli parliament

JERUSALEM: Members of the
education learned Tuesday that AIDS awareness

parliamentary committee on
begins at

home when they discovered a condom dispenser in the

committee room, reports AP.

Committee chairman Avraham Burg installed the dispenser

to mark World AIDS awareness

walked out in protest while others protested Burg's

"mhlﬂ-“-ﬂ-‘nr = 1

| am ashamed even o

I

pronounce this world, ‘Condomat,” *

lcgislator Rabbi Yosel Ba-Gad thundered on Israel radio,

justifying his walkout.

A decision by the Labour-led
schools has raised re

dispensers in secular high

government to allow condom
s ire,

although the machines will not be installed in religious

schools.

‘Promiscuity reigns, and it should not be allowed to
overflow into the school cf,roun:ll as well,” a National Religious

Party statemcnt declared.

SUN CITY, South Africa: Brigit Nielsen (R), ex-wife of US
movie star Sylvester Stallone, poses with her new friend
Raoul Mayer on Monday before the start of French
composer Jean Michel Jarre's concert, which will open
"The Lost City,” a new touristic resort. — AFP/UNB photo

tt of Ger-

2: Tamil Tiger rebels fired
mortars and grenades at
bunkers in north-central Shri
Lanka, killing at least 12 sol-
diers and wounding five, mili-
tary officials said Wednesday,
reports AP.

Many buildings weré¢ dam-
aged in the attack at
Katupotha, 180 kilometres
(112 miles) north of Colombeo,
said officfals at the Joint

Command.

Troops forced back the
rebels in the three-hour battle,
which began Tuesday night,
said the officials, who cannot
hchidtnuﬁud under briefing
rules,

hood watch groups and defence hotlines for
foreigners, reports AP,

"This can be a real alternative to what's re-
portedly going on now with people arming
themselves,” said Brigitte Erler, chairman of a
newly founded group called SOS Racism. "If we
say well protect you, or we'll do this together,
then it's not necessary for people to arm
themselves.”

Scared and angry Turks are arming them-
selves in sell-defense. A prominent author of
Jewish descent, Ralph Giordano, has even sug-
gested it's time for Jews in Germany to defend
themselves, prompting Chancellor Helmut
Kohl last week to warn that only the state can
use force to fight crime.”

Taking matters into their own hands in-
stcad of taking up arms, representatives of
Germany's Jewish, Turkish and business com-
munities joined with others Tuesday to launch

World War II, the campaign is calling on all
Germans to wear either its bultons,
emblazoned with the world "courage,” or large
safety pins as signs of help to foreigners and
warning to neo-Nazis.

In addition, "Action Courage” proposcs na-
tionwide use of a neighbourhood telephone
network to alert a large number of people in a
short time to respond to an attack on foreign-
ers. The first person to learn of an attack calls
whoever's nearest the scene, then the police,
then, one other person who passes along the
warning, while the original caller heads to the
site,. The process is repeated among a pre-
pared list of 'defenders’ until as many people
as possible are notified and at the scene, Ms
Erler explained. |

Such a telephone network is already being
used in dozens of arcas where refugee homes
are located, she said, "and it's working great in

the home or in the area, police have said.

Another proposal is for communities to set
up a 24-hour "foreigner phone” that people can
call either when they've been threatened or
need help battling discrimination.

"Practically every foreigner and now also the
Jews here live in fear and justifiably so,” Ms Er-
ler said. "We hope these actions, the buttons
ar;rd the telephone network, can alleviate the

Twenty organizations — from youth and
church groups to Germany's largest union, IG
Metall — have joined in "Action Courage.” And
Ms Erler said her group Is in contact with over
2,000 initiatives that have sprung up sinee the
threatening upswing of neo-Nazi attacks began
last summer.

"We Jews have learned from the past how
effective it can be when people come together
to reject violence,” said Michael Lawton of the

man products could follow the rising neo-
Nazism have spurred the business community
to pay more attention to the problem. Ger-
many's export-driven economy is already bur-
dened by the costs of unification and facing a
predicted per cent growth in 1993.

The Association of German Industries, the
German Emp Association and the Cham-
ber of Trade and Industry have formed a work-
ing group to fight against xenophobia in the

work

will this government and the conser-
vative politiclans finally understand that there
is a direet connection between the attacks,
firebombings and murders by right-wing ex-
tremists and neo-fascists and the policy of ...
scape-goat theories and the disparagement of
-seckers, refugees and non-German res-
idents?” asked Yilmaz Karahasan.

Panic to run

for presidency

BELGRADE, Dec 2: Mode-
rate Yugoslav Prime Minister
Milan Panic declared on

he would run against
hardline nationalist Slobodan
Milosevic for the Et'r:l.ln
idendy — and pled to
E:::re Serbia” if elected,
reports Reuter.

“It's time for a change. That
s why | am running for presi-
dent,” Panic, 62, o re-

in Belgrade.

“A vote for Milan Panic is a
vole to restore the ngng:t
place and reputation of
among the nations of the
world. A vote for Milan Panie is
a vote to save Serbia”.

Milosevic, President since
1980, is widely seen abroad as
the man to blame f::‘t:
break-up of Yugoslavia
hhﬂ‘lh'-l that has ravated
Croatia and BDosnia



