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Hindus to build temple

defying

NEW DELHI, Dec 1
leader of a8 major Hindu
said Tuesday thousands of sup-
porters will ignore court or-
ders and begin building a
M"indu temple near a Muslim
shrine, reports AP.

About 20.000 people have
athered in Ayodhya, 500
lometres (310 miles) east of

New Delhi, to start the con-
struction on December 6, a
date pronounced auspicious by
Hindu saints.

Tuesday's developments
heightened fears of fresh
clashes between Hindus and

" Muslims over the disputed

site. In 1990, 1,000 people
were killed In riots across
northern India.

M!ﬂlﬂ has sent
of paramilitary and
riot troops to prevent the con-
struction on a plot in front of

the mosque in Ayodhya, a
Mindu ;ﬂgrlm town in the

northern state of Uttar
Mradesh.
*There are tens of thou-

sands of people in Avodhya and
i any blood is shed, it will
create a [rightening situation
in the country,” Vinay Katyar,
the Hindu leader, told re-

in Lucknow, the capi-
tal of Uttar Pradesh.

" the

court orders

Katyar, a member ‘of
Parliament from the Ay
to the

nationalist tiya Janata

Party, which is sponsoring the
temple construction plan.

In New Delhi, the two top
leaders of the Hindu party, L K
Advani and Murali Manohar
Joshi, bearded trains for
Ayodhya, saying the dispute
wWas a re jssue that can-
not be determined by the
COurts. :

Devotees believe the site is
of Rama, one of
the most important Hindu
gods, and say 16th-century
ul invaders a

In July, volunteers built a
platform in front of the Babri
jue, in the first stage of a

* project that rvalls for tearing

down the mosque.
Construction was halted
while representatives of the
government, the Bharatiya
Janata Party and Muslim par-
tics held talks to resolve the
issue.
The talks broke down, but
the Supreme Court last week
forbade the Hindu party from
resuming work.

OIC FMSs’ confce
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The meeting is expeeted to
put .more pressure on the UN
to intervene militarfly to stop
the Serbia aggression. Accor-
ding to OIC sources, a number
of Islamic countries have ex-
pressed the desire to provide
men and money for a UN
military force if the Security
Couneil gives the go ahead.

Speaking alter King Fahd,
the President of Bosnia-He-
rzegovina AN lzet c said
his penple had ‘duel-faced [r-
jends #nd determined enemi-
cs’ which has produced only
empty words in his peeple,
while the ecnemies have got
modern arms to undertake
what he termed as ‘cthnic
cleansing of former Yugoslavia.

He said two million people
linked to the East by faith and
to the West by education and
civilization, was faced with a
‘pre-planned’ attempt to wipe
theth off from the face of
Europe. lzetbegovic openly ca-
lled for armed intervention by
Muslim countries to help 'stop
the genocide, either by peace
or by war’,

In an emotion choked voice
he appealed “lift arms em-
bargo to bring in limited quan-
tity of defensive weapons.
Either defend us, or equip us
to defend ourselves.”

Sala Bressia, President of
Albania, which is cxpected to
be granted OIC membership
during the session, termed the
activities of the Belgrade gov-
ernment as 'mockery of our
civilization' and said the argu-
ment of rising Muslim funda-
mentalism in Europe was a
ploy to create suspicion be-

tween the Muslims and
Christians.,
He warmmed that a new

Balkan war may be triggered
unless the genocide against
the people of Bosnia-Herze-
na was brought to an
immediate halt. '
Welcoming his countries
prospective membership
OIC he said ‘it was an historic
event, re-establishing our tra-
ditional ties with the Muslim
world.’ Y
Speaking to the press after
the inaugural session, David
Owne, co-chairman of the UN-
sponsored Geneva Conference
on former Yugoslavia defended
the UN actions and said the
world body was doing whatcver
it could. He did not support

Aman procurement
drive begins
NATORE. Dee 1: The coun-

try wide Aman procurement
drive began today with an ob-

feetive to- build buffer food

stnck in the country and to én-
sure fair price of produced
crop to the farmers, reports

JP: Press Club
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Club employee Mashiur
Ratman Khokan 1s one of
those who were harassed in
the hand of JP workers, the
statement said.

At one stage, the statement
sald, the JP leaders entered
the Club Bhaban forcibly and
took seize of the hall room and
held a press conference there

ly.

At that time, the JP leaders
ousted the leaders of
Uttarbanga Chaul Kal Malik
Samity who were holding their
press conference at the same
place as scheduled.

The JP leaders also misbe-

haved with the general mem-
bers of the club when th
raised tien nst suc

b_Elmvm:.l_r. the statement said.

of

Adriatic

willingness for

the idea of using force agafnst
the Serbians, but said, cflorts
should bé made to diffuse the
explosive situation rather
than add fuel to it.

He, however, said he had
seen instances of ‘ethnic
cleansing’ and had condemned
it. "We have to introeduce the
process which will enable
people to reclaim their land,
their homes.”

In . Reuters says,
heavy fighting overnight in
Bosnia buried the latest truce
as moderate Yugoslav premier
Milan Panic prepared to stand
for the Serbian presidency ol-
fering some hope of an end to
the camage.

Bosnian radio reported
heavy lighting in a corridor in
northern Bosnia disputed by
Serbs and Croats, both of wh-
om need it to link areas under
their control.

Fighting was reported to be
particularly intense at Gra-
dace, with both artillery and
infantry attacks. ’
from other Croat and Muslem-
held towns in northern Bosnia
— Breko, Maglaj, Bihac, Doboj
and Tesanj — blocking the
Serbs from an unbro-
ken supply corridor f[rom
Serb-held areas in Croatia to
Serbia (tself. -

Meanwhile, NATO plans to
tighten the naval blockade of
the rump ¥ state in the
Adriatic by on'lz warships
in Albanian terri waters
for the first time, alliance
sources told agency today.

The sources, who asked not
to be identified, said a formal
decision was expected later,
this week and that NATO offi-
cials were being sent to Tirana

to make final arrangements.

*“The idea is to make Lhe
UN embargo (against Serbia

and Montenegro) water -tight
by closing off the few miles of |
Albanian territorial waters,”

said onec source.
A NATO ‘spokesman de-

clined all comment.

Some 35 ships have been
stopped and searched in the
by naval forces of
NATO and the Western Euro-
pean Union (WEU) defence
grouping since inspection
procedures against suspected
sanctions busters were tigh-
tened earljer this month.

Rohingyas
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touch with Myanmar officials
in this connection, the sources
said.

The sources said a large
number of refugees from 20
camps has - expressed their
immediate
repatiriation to Myanmar. The
sources further said that a
third transit camp will be

opcned soon at Tunbra of -

Naikonchari to facilitate repa-
triation of increasing number
of Rohingya refugees.
Raingakhali and Nayapara are
the two existing  transit
camps.

The sources further said
that
having increased contacts with
their ecounterparts in
Myanmar, for expediting the
repatriation of Rohingya
refugees.

Bangladesh has so far
handed over list of 171,275
refugees to Myanmar, of whom
36,347 have been given ap-
proval by the Myanmar author-
ity. The sources expressed the
hope that the list of unap-
proved refu will soon get

approval of ¢the Myanmar au-
thority. -
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Ostrich getting réady to receive summiteers

Ostrich, the luxury paddle
steamer, which took the
SAARC heads of state and gov-
ernment to a river cruise dur-
ing the South Asian body's
launching s undergoing inten-
sive renovation for taking the
summiteers for rounds in the
rivers this time too.

The engine of thc 63-year
old 235 fect long vessel was
overhauled and modernised at
the BIWTC dockyard in
Narayanganj, oflicial sources
said adding that one-and-a-
hall-month renovation work

would be completed by next

Friday.
~ After completion of the
work it will be floated in the

river Buriganga and Trime

By Assiuzzaman

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia is
likely to visit it at Pagla Ghat
on Saturday.

Ostrich has a speed of 9
knots and can carry 900 pas-
sengers and 150 tons cargo.

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Corporation has five
other paddle steamers, two of
which ply between Dhaka and
Khulna.

The Ostrich has a meeting
room, individual rest rooms for
scven heads of state and gov-
cernment, a large dining room
and also scaling arrangement
on the deck.

It will also have ISD tele-
phone facilities, television and
video casselte recorded enter-
tainment.

Bangladesh Small and
Cottage Industrics Corporalion
(BSCIC) is doing the main in-
terior decoration. Bangladesh
Jute Mills Corporation is car-
peting the vessel. The Tele-
phone and Telegram dcpart-
ment has provided the tele-
phone system. Hotel Sheraton
would serve food for the guests
on board the vessel. Some 40
people will be engaged to look
aflter and entertain the SAARC
guests,

Some 30 policemen arec
now guarding Ostrich but
when the vessel will take the
gucsts four Navy gunboats will
escort il

Onc BIWTC vessel with en-

- gincers and technicians will

follow the boat for any emer-
gency repait work during Lhe
cruisc,

Ostrich will start the cruisc
with SAARC guests [rom
Meghnaghat, near the Japan-
Bangladesh Frlcfu:l"nl'}ip Bridge,
and sail towards the conflu-
ence of Meghna-Sitalakhya-
Dhaleswari rivers, seven milcs
downstream. The wvessel will
move further down the river in
south-eastern direction and
reach the confluence of the

mighty Ganges and the

~ hna near Mohanpur. It wiil

then reverse its course. Master
oflicer Syed Mahbub Alam will
operate the steamer. The
SAARC leaders will reach Meg-

L A e T

Bangladesh AIDS Prevention Committee brought out a

procession in the city yésterday in observance of World

AIDS Day.

— Star Photo
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RUCSU polis postponement

Opposition leader Shcikh
Hasina yesterday blamed the
government for postponement
of the RUCSU election, forcing
the students of Rajshahi
University to take the path of
agitation, reports UNB.

She alleged that the elec-
tion was postponed as the
pro-government Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal failed to nominate
its candidates for the VP post
due to intra-party conflict.

This incident once again
proved to the people that BNP
is out to implement its policy
of politicisation and foreible
occupation of educational insti-
tutions,” Hasina said in a
statement.

Hasina's allegation came

when more than 100 girl stu-
dents of Kuwait Moitry 1lall of

Dhaka University along with

Hasina blames govt

the Chhatra League leag:leﬁ of
the hall met her at 20 Minto
Road in the afternoon.

She said BNP was trying to -

suppress the siudents move-
ment for realisation of their
just demands, : .
* Hasina also held BNP re-
sponsible for campus terror-
ism. This continued violence
And terrorism backed by the

government party threatened
the [uture

of the student
community, she added,

Appreciating the role of girl
students during anti-autocracy
movement, the Awami League
President said they will have to
play a similar role in launching
a movement against "neo-au-

“tocracy” of BNP and for realt-

sation of 10-point demand of

the stuudents.

=r=-
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cooperation in the region.

“. . . Unless the anti-Indian
lobby in the region er the anti-
Indtan-neighbour lobby within
India can be contained through
political measures . . . I'm

| afraid that SAARC will achieve

nothing substantial,” Prof Hug,
Foreign Minister during the
association's formative years,
said speaking on the "most
important impediment to any
cooperation” in the region.

A K H Murshed, a former
Forcign Secrelary and
Chairman of the BIISS, sug-
gested something like GSP or

advanced countries like
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and
the Maldives.

Dr Shaikh Magsud Ali,
former Member of the
Planning Commission, pleaded
for the 'recognition of the
rights of the poor'.

"In Bangladesh, the poor
provide 50 per cent of the
GDP. , . We're not giving them
even 20 per cent ( of total re-
source allocation),” Ali, a
member of the 15-member
South Asian Independent
Commission on Poverly

1{ | Alleviation, said.

"Are we prepared to reduce
defence expenditure?”
Fakruddin Ahmed a former
Foreign Secretary posed a
question, to divert funds for
poverty reduction. ‘e

High Commissioner K
Raghunath of India remarked
that political obstacles should
not be overemphasised to
forge effective cooperation.

High Commissioner Anwar
Kemal of Pakistan suggested
sciting up of a research
centre under the umbrella of
SAARC to initiate long-term
collaborative research and

studies on ways to achieving

peace, stability and mutual
trust among member nations.

Invoking statements of
President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa,
Alfred K David of Shri
somewhat vaguely advocaled
for the inclusion of bilateral
and contentious issues in the
summit deliberations. “The
vital question facing SAARC
leaders in the nineties is
whether they should not face
and resolve bilateral issues
within the framework of

GSTP arrangements for less

High Commissioner

hnaghat in a heclicopter.

SAARC priorities

SAARC," David said. 1
Ambassador Lok Bahadur
Shrestha of "Nepal and
Ambassador Karma Darjee ol
Bhutan also spoke. |
Shamsher AH, the Vice
Chancellor of the Open
University, taking part in the
discussions from the floor,
blasted the SAARC's mode of
functioning saying, "SAARC is
only in conferences, in meet-

ings ,.."

Ali was critical of the:
participants and ‘panelists’ not
giving emphasis on science
and technology.

Summing up the delibera-
tions, Prof Rehman Sobhan
said that there was no reason
to be pessimistic about its
(SAARC) achievements as Lhe
grouping was still at its forma-
tive stage,

~ Jyoti
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are talking to the United
States, the World Bank and
Asian Development Bank for
the development of our encrgy
sector,” Basu ed.

The West Bengal Chief
Minister also stressed the
need for forming an economic
bloc of South Asian ecountries
under the umbrella of SAARC
for the welfare of the people of
this region. '

Replying to another ques-
tion about the role of BJP, the
West Bengal Chief Minister
said BJP is dividing on reli-
gious question. "Why you have
to demolish a mosque to con-
struct a mandir,” Basu asked.

Earlier, Dhaka Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry President M Morshed
Khan, who is leading an 11-
member trade delegation
called on the West Bengal
Chief Minister at the Writers

Khan sought the chiel min-
ister's cooperation for allowing
zero tarifl to Bangladeshi ex-

ports to India, permission for
participation of  the

Bangladcshi tea exporters at
the Calcutta tea auction and
strengthening the bflateral
economic cooperation.

During the meeting
Bangladesh Deputy High
Commissioner at Calcutta Syed
Noor Hossain was preseni. The
members of the trade delega-
tion also met Bengal Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
President B J Kurien former
President Mumtaz Ahmad here
this affrroon.
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capital this week to provide

hve radio in both
E -language pro-

gramme will be aired on the
South Asia report of the BBC
World Service aired twice datly
scven days a week, he added.
New Delhi-based BBC corre-
spondent Mark Tully will also
be here to report on the sum-
mil.

HHC World Service, Crawlgy
said, is plannming a programme
entitled "South Asia Scason” in
February which will include a
series of international phone-
in programmes with South
Asian heads of state and gov-
ernment.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia,
Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao and Nepalese
’rime Minister Girfja Prashad

Koirala will take part in the
programme, he .
BBC will also ise a

scinar in Dhaka on the im-
pact of satellite television pro-
grammes in the South Asian
region.

Crawlcy expressed his op-
tinsm of s £ a contract on
hirtng an FM-band with Radio
Hangladesh soon. |

Pointing out that this
medium was a “valuablc re-
source in breadcasting which
is undcrused in Bangladesh,”
he said Lthat BBC was p
to broadcast 18 hours

English and Bangla
programme everyday uding
educational programmes in

He said BBC had ap-
proached the
telecasting the World Service
TV programmes in Bangladesh
but was turned down because

JU tense
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fourth day following the resig-
nations of the hall officials.
Provosls, house tutors, as-

sistant house tutors and war-
dens of the seven dormitories

of the university resigned fol-
lowing the ‘indccorous be-
havfour’ of a section of stu-
dents with the Provost of Al-
Beruni Hall Friday.

The Viee Chancellor Profl
Kazi Saleh Ahmed, expressing
concern over the -prevailing
situation, urged the hall offi-
cials to resume their duties.

The hall offictals were how-
ever reluctant to commence
work until their demands were
met, official sources said. '

Besides punishing those in-
volved in Friday's 'untoward'’
incident, the | officials have
demanded recovery ol arms
and the ouster of outsiders
from the halls.

General secrctary ol the
JCD Aminul Islam Alam how-

 ever told The Daily Star thatl

there were no outsiders and
no weaporis on campus.

Pointing to the posting ol
policc forces he said that nor-
malcy was prevailing on cam-
pus and that there was no
need for it. The disciplinary
commiltee headed by the Vice
Chancellor and comprised of
the Deans of the faculties,
Provosts of the halls, and
Proctor will check the state-
ment submitted yesterday by
the two students allegedly in-
volved and take action accord-
ingly, sources said.

Sources inside the JCD
however said ‘that they would
launch action programmes if
punitive measures were taken
againsl their leaders.

The Vice Chancellor has
summoned an cmergency
Syndicate meeling today
(Wednesday) to resolve the

problem.

4 killed, 20 hurt
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Dhaka in critical condition

while the others were rushed

to the hospitals at and
Tongl.

Our DMCH Correspondent
adds : Six victims in acci-

dent were rushed to thé Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where doctors on du
declared Jastmuddin and N
Mohon Das dead.

Of the , four were
admitted to H

were Shirin Akhter,

28, Johra Begum, 25, Sabuj
Mia, 20 and Vulu Mia, 20 were
admitted to the DMCH. Tweo
other injured persons were
also admitted w0 the Pongu
forthopaedic) Hospital In
Dhala.

Jawad outlined the new
programmes being inftiated in
the Bengal service inclu'ing a
youth scason and organising »
decbate for college students at
Notre Dame Coliege and a con-
cert in Dhaka in January next.

Replying to a question,
Crawicy acknowled that the
proliferation of satellite televi-
ston had “oclipscd the aundé-
ence for radio”.

llowever, he said as radio
was a “fllexible and cheaper”
medium, which enabled betier
targeting of audicnces, it still

a bright future.

BNP CEC meet
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~ gan yesterday Tucsday.

! Urldl:l' ll“ leumml l-h
BNP would hold a serics
public_rallics, discus-
sion meectings and sponsor a
countrywide drive to recruit
new members, insiders said.

The scheduled CEC meet-
ing on the other hand, is also
likely to discuss uarious politf-
cal issues including the strains
that have already surfaced in
the relationship between the
Opposition and the

ment, the political unrest arfs-

out of the Jahanara lmam
led movement to try Jamaat
chiel Golam Azam as a war
criminal and the Jamaat bid to
resist it and the social impact
of the anti-lerrorism act en-
acted by 'Parliament iwo

‘months ago.

JP rallies~
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shells to disperse them.

JP acting chiefl Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury, Parlia-
mecntary Party acting chiel
Moudud Ahmed, acting sec-
retary general A B M Sha-
hajahan, city unit chief Col
(retd] M A Malek, former for-
eign minister Anisul Islam
Mahmud, and other leadcrs
including Tajul Islam MP,
Monirul Hugq Chowdhury MP,
“azle Rabbi MP, Major General
(retd) Shamsul Hugq, Sirajul
Hossain Khan and Razia Foyez
were prescnt on the rostrum
during the incident.

Most of the JP lcaders took
shelter inside the Press Club
where they held an unsched-
uled press conference.

A number of female sup-
porters were injured and their
sharecs lorn when they tried
to cross the barbed wire fence
over the club boundary railings.

Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury told newsmen at the
Club conference room that
"the government ordered po-
lice to break up the rally” in
gross violation ol democratie
norms.

"We desperately tried to get
permission from the authori-
tics but were refused.”
Chowdhury said, adding that
"the premises in front of the
Press Club was [ree for all until
this morning bul we were ob-
structed from using micro-
phones.”

Moudud Ahmed quoting a
discussion he had with the
Home Minister over phone
said that the mintster had told
him that the government
banned all sorts of rallies at
the major streels.

The Home Minister was
quoted as saying that the
meeting would also be barred
from the Bangabandhu Avenue
and the Press Club where the
North Bengal Rice Mills

Owners Association had held a

rally in the moming.

“We will rethink about our
pro rally on December 6
at the Gulistan crossing” the
minister also said referring to
the BNP's planned rally.

The JP leaders later dis-
tributed a printed declaration
of the meeting in which they
announced ohservance of
December 6 as "Constitulion
preservation day” and January
| their ‘party founding an-
niversary’.

would soon announce
additional action programmes
to protest Tuesday's incident,
the JP leaders said at the
press conference.



