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GATT Snag, Again

AJust when the GATT (General Agreeme
Tarifl and Trade) a was set to culmi-
nate in a ha with the EC-US farm ac-

to be t:fny duéod B The Mo
appear to ncerting. The latest ex-
of French over the deal has come
the form of survey result in which 69 per cent
of the cou s citizens have favoured a French
veto to the EC-US agricultural deal. The French
farmers have never been soft on the issue. Worse,
the Belgian farmers have also joined them in the
rotest. It is quite understandable that the
nch farmers are least bothered about if the
Uruguay Round fails, so long as they continue to
enjoy farm subsidies. What is less clear is the
French government's compulsion for t a
tough line in its relations with the other EC
members. The French government has indeed
gone so far as to threaten with a veto. To carry
out the threat France will have to cite "vital na-
tional interests” — a most un-European thing for
the which has Jacques Delors as the EC's
incumbent president to avidly promote the
European union.

Well, Delors has proved his commitment to
the single European cause:through non-partisan
stands on several issues. Last year he refused to
oppose a commission veto of a French-Italian at-
tempt to take over de Havilland, a Canadian air-
crafit maker. But the GATT row has far bigger
things at stake. People the world over wil
anxiously looking at the French official position to
be declared soon. One silver-lin in the French
response to the queries of IPSOS, a leading
Eo ing service, is that the majority of the citizens'
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¢ supported the m up service and manu-
facturing industries e global trade talks
sponsored by the GATT. Alter all, this fits into the

neoclassical theories of benefits of trade liberali-
sation. The fact that the post-war industrialised
world witnessed a huge growth in trade, general
welfare and pros also, in turn, necessitated
successive rounds of GATT negotiations, leading
to the reduction of tariffs and trading opportuni-
ties with respect for rules and disciplines.

The most contentious issue in the current
trade row between America and the EC has been
agricultural subsidy. The US has long been de-
ymanding reforms of Europe's Common
Agricultural "Policy (CAP). When Arthur Dunkel,
Director-General of the GATT, suggested cuts of
20 per cent in the value of the 's production
subsidies, 36 cent in the value of its rt
subsidies and 24 per cent in the volume of its
subsidised rts to avoid a possible trade war,
America made it clear that the arrangement
would ntlsarr it. But not the EC. For its part, it
placed an alternative posal by which the EC
countries were to rep some production sub-
sidies with direct payments to farmers. After five
months of heated arguments over the issue both
the US and the EC came last week to a compro-

- mise that hc:gdulty could lead to a position where
the rest of the trade talks stood a chance to. be
mtﬁw the Frmcth tgttransll]gm;c]:: thmat}lens

he achievemen nought. Already there
+sas been enough acrimony, further |

- will plunge the whole world into uncertainty.
French Prime Minister Pierre Beregovoy has
indicated that his t is seeking conce-
ssions in non-agricultural sector— a move that
‘may do away the veto. We hope such a com-
promise formula will be found. .

Even if such a deal is struck, the focus has so
long been on the EC-US interests. What the Third
World countries are going to gain in the bargain is
hardly known. The respected British guumal.
Economist, has n benefit figures through
what it calls a 'half-successful round' talk as: for
America $35 billion, for Japan and Europe nearly
$30 billion apiece and for the rest of world about
$25 billion a year. The areas where Asia's trade
expansion can be envisioned are textiles, services
and tropical products—with Asia; Africa and Latin
America competing for the smallest share.

What happened at Dhaka Medical College hos-
tels on Monday? Acco -to one version, a five-
old boy, Aninda Chandra Mal]umdﬁr. was held
ostage at the Fazle Rabbi hostel by a doctor and
couple of students of the Alia Madrasha. They
demanded Tk 30,000 ransom from the 'S un-
cle who was due to return to Russia where he
lived, the very same day. Tipped-off in time, po-
lice then went into Dr Milon doctors' hall and
rescued the . However, a second version says
that the boy's uncle Sukesh Chandra Majumder
owed quite a lot of money to one Dr Bashar, resi-
dent of room 319 of Milon hall. When Bashar
asked Majumder to ‘paazr the money before
back to Russia. the latter went out, ostensibly to

et the money, leaving his nephew behind. He

en told the police that Aninda was being held
hostage, which led to the police operation and
rescue.”

uite obviously, one version is an utter lie.
Either Aninda was held hostage or he was not,
there cannot be much room for ambiguity here.
The police, according to press relpnrts yesterday,
_taﬁparent}y holds the first view. If this is correct,
en that would be wo for more reason than
one. Kidnapping of a five-year old for ransom
would be enough to shock anyone; but when the
involvement of a doctor, a DMCH teacher, is re-
ported, then the sense of shock could not but be
%rcatcr. It would be a sad reminder as to the
ength to which the malaise of lawlessness and
Erccd had penetrated into the fabrics of society.
ut supposing the other version was true? Then
would it not represent a case of the police being
duped into believihg the word of an essentially
dishonest man and thus blackening the good
name of a doctor? The vast majority of press re-
ports apﬁgled to favour the kidnapping theory,
possib use that was the version put out by
the e. However, since another version is in
circulation which cannot be dismissed out of
hand, it is vital that the police carry out a thor-
ough and careful investigation into the matter to
ascertain the truth beyond any doubt. When all
the press reports, police statements etc. are
taken together, the reader can be excused for
being confused about from exactly where the boy
was rescued or found — Fazle Rabbi or Dr Milon
hall, and confusions of this kind make outright
condemnation of men most desirable. A p T
investigation would surely clear up the matter,
nd leave the public in no doubt whether a
inous crime was indeed committed, or
whether a clever piece of deception had taken

place.

' fensive in nature, disregard

- peoplé in this country

500 dazs of Narasimha Rao

days of Narasimha
Rao's prime ministership. It
would show two lines, one
re nting time, and the
o performance. As the first
line goes up, the second
comes down. His slid can

be measured by the nu of

taken in by his sweet talk
when he assumed power in
June 1901, By smiling a lot,
‘being nobody's enemy and
promising to solve problems
through consensus, he
sounded and looked different
from the general run of politi-
cians India has.

The beleaguered nation
heaved a sigh of reliefl because
it had been broken at the
wrack of religion and caste.
The economy had touched a
point where even a modicum
of growth was a question mark.
Corruption was prevalent at
the highest level. Once again,
it was a hung parliament, un-
derlining sharp divisions In
‘'the country. The disturbed
scenes in » Kashmir and
;::-m only heightened the

When he talked in terms of
conciliation and consensus,
people applauded him. They
backed him even when he
made a U-turn on the eco-
nomic front. His approach of
tolerance and cooperation was
a relief in the strife-ridden so-
ciety.

His first act was partisan.
He joined hands with the pro-

Janata Party to
win the Lok Sabha Speaker-
ship for his Congress Party.

The outgoing Speaker Rabi
Ray. blhp:l:cnt-nlltprl‘hl.
was a consensus candidate. But

Rao did not accept him, send-

ing out signals whatever
his pronouncements, he pre-
ferred the interest to

; Pny*i
the spirit of togetherness.

More recently, the way he
got the president and the vice-
president elected was t.
Alt hﬂuwml
have the required majority to
bag both the posts, he played
one party against another to

man the win. This did
prove his manipulative capac-
fty.

Rao exposed himself fur-
ther when he engineered de-
fections in the ition
ties to convert
into a majorfty in mﬂ‘lﬂﬂﬂz
The compromises he made
and the methods he used to
insulate himsell with
swathe of MPs is a sad com-
mentary on his working.

Corruption was his ;
But he looked to the other
side. He shied away in the face
of allegations by some MPs
that they -:muulv the floor for
money; a figure of Rs. 5 million
was guoted by one. The trans-
fer of officers inquiring. into
the Bofors gun scandal raised
many eyebrows. But probably
he had to propitiate powerful
Sonia Gandhi whose husband,
Rajiv Gandhi, s alleged to have
collected the kickbacks.

Some of Rao's own minis-

ters are suspect. A few of them
are seen involved even in the
scam of shares and securities,
a fraud totalling Rs. 800 mil-
lion. Fingers are also

at the prime minister's family
which, inexplainably, is having
roaring businesses of different

types.

His showpiece of liberalisa-
tion of has also lost
its sheen. It has not yielded
any result so far. All that has
happened is that New Delhi
has become more dependant
on the dictates of the World
Bank and the International

shrunk.

trouble. The munﬁ“

nd no ratiensie of importing

wheat at a price which is one
and a half ttme more than the
one offered to them. are
already reeling under rd-
ships because, among other
things. the subsidy to fertilis-
ers has been withdrawn at the
behest of the World Bank.
Rao’'s for reliefl in
political matters is no way near

sight. Punjab is far from set

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

Monetary Fund. The country
has increased foreign debt to
the limit where the annual aid
will be the interest
alone. The much-vaunted for-
eign investment is as shy as
before, although the conce-
ssions offered are far more
than what was ever given to
domestic entreprenecurs.

The people did not demur

.Idnnﬂmdunlnthdthem-

nomic structure, as old as in-
dependence, without any ex-
planation or public debate.
They did not protest when
their small, home industries
got crushed in the wake of lib-
eralisation. continued to
stand by him even when prices
increased and the avenues of

tled, even though the militancy
is waning There is no sign of
other concessions which sue-
cessive governments have
promised to retrieve the Sikh
youth. Perhaps his endeavour
ended when he scored all the
13 Lok Sabha seats in the state
because of the Sikhs' boycott.

There {s no policy on
Kashmir. Rao has not even fol-
lowed up his own offer to in-
crease the quantum of auton-
omy, something between Arti-
cle 370, which gives a special
status to the state, and inde-
pendence. Some Kashmiri
leaders, who were recently
released from jail, have ex-
pressed their willingness for
talks. But he wants them to sit

Marked by Scandals, Tensions an
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the frst it was ewident
that the was out to garner
political gains. That is the rea

In the face of reference o the
Supreme Cowurt, the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, a militant ver-
sion of the BJP, would not have
fixed the date for the con-
struction of the temple. Not
only that, Rao's procrastination
has demoralised secular forees.

His performanee iIn

taken 26 trips abroad, averag-
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S officials of the firm Ma-

trix-Churchill, accused of

selling defence techno-
logy to Iraq, walked free after
the collapse of their trial, the
British government's h risy -
was exposed for all to see.
Despite the excitement in the
media the fact that Britain was
helping to arm Iraq, in
violation of the embargo on
arms sales introduced in 1985,
was not exactly earth-shaking
news,
In the wake of the so-called
"Iraqgate” trail it was revealed
that just days before Iraq in-
vaded Kuwait, Nicolas Ridley,
the then Trade and Industry
Secretary, was trying to pro-
tect arms exports to Iraq. In a
letter to the Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher, he warned
that Britain could lose $2 bil-
lion if weapons sales to Iraq
were stopped.

The official version is that
the full cabinet did not know
that arms embargo rules gov-
erning sales to Iran and Iraq
had beén eased to get Britain
back into a lucrative export
market. '

In March 19960 Foreign and
Commonwealth Secretary
Douglas Hurd told parliament:
"We do not supply arms to
Traq, and 1 am glad to make
that clear.” And in January
1991, Prime Minister John
Major told MPs: "For some
considerable time we have not
supplied arms to Iraq.”

The opposition Labour
has alleged that Major knew
export guidelines were being
violated. Faced with increasing
criticism in parliament and
the press, the government an-
nounced a judicial inquiry.

The arms trade is one of
the world's biggest industries.
And the Middle East, with its
explosive mixture of wealth,
authoritarian governments and
ancient rivalries, is the biggest
arms market, especially after
the end of the Cold War.
Already Iran has launched a
drive for rearmament, buying
'mostly from Russia and China
‘but also from some European

1 'countries.

Iran is now seen as the fo-
cus of anti-Western feeling in

Nthe Middle East and as com-

| Letters for publication

Lies, Damn Lies and Politicians

Da;};nKiﬂhan'Ihm writes from London
Mm
The credibility of the British government is being strained by a scandal over the sale of

arms to Iraq

I

in contravention of its own guidelines. The furore follows the so-called

Sadc.lmfzgnte sc;:ndnl in the US, possibly a factor behind George Bush's election defeat.
Media interest in the controversy is intense. But the fact that the West played a major role
in building Saddam Hussein's military machine is not exactly a news scoop.

Top guns in the arms world

peting with Turkey, the West's
NATO ally, for influence in
Central Asia. Since the Guif
war the West has sold arms
worth 458 billion to the
Middle East, half of them from
the United States.

Despite its apparent neu-
trality, the West actively sup-
ported Saddam Hussein's

-regime during the eight-year

Iran-Iraq war, which clairhed
nearly half-a-million lives.

Although Iraq was an old
ally of Moscow and Israel's mil-
itant enemy, harbouring such
radical Palestinians as Abu
Nidal, the US nevertheless
preferred to back Iraq, fearing
an Iranian victory would
change the balance of power
against the West.

Dilip Hiro, in his book
Desert Shield to Desert Storm,
says: "Saddam Hussein was
seen as a strong secular leader,
well-motivated and capable of
containing the revolutionary

Source: SIPRI Yearbook 1982
"A.I“ 1880, § millon

Islamic tide rising from
Tehran, intent on drowning
the ruling families of the Gulf
states possessing nearly half of
the world's petroleum re-
serves.”

Iraq played on the suscepti-
bilities of the Gulf states and
the US fear of militant Islam.
In his recent book Nlusions of
Triumph, An Arab View of the

Gulf War, Mohamed Heikal

wrote: "lran was offering a
threat, Iraq was selling secu-
rity, and Kuwait and Saudi
Arabla were the main cus-
tomers. It was in Baghdad's in-
terest that the Islamic revolu-
tion should appear as alarming
as possible, and the greater
the danger of defeat, the
looser the sheikh's purses-
trings became. The total con-
tributions to Baghdad during
the war were about $42 bil-
lon." _

The US had its own reasons
for intervening militarily in the

just a week before Iraq

Middle East. Heikal, one of the
most seasoned Arab commen-
tators, argues that the end of
the Cold War was bad news for
US defence industries and the
US needed to boost its self-
confidence. "With the disap-
pearance of the Soviet Unijon
as a credible opponent,” he

writes, "the White House
needed a new beast to slay.”
That was why Iraq's border

¢ dispute with Kuwait and ma-

nipulation of ofl prices by
Kuwait was allowed to fester
on and Iraq felt free to invade
Kuwait in August 1990. In fact,
sent
its tanks to Kuwai}f, US ambas-
sador April Glaspie told the
Iraqi President: "We have no
opinion on the Arab-Arab con-
flicts, like your border dis-
agreement with Kuwait... The
issue is not associated with
America.”

The Western media, now
expressing moral outrage at

the web of lies that lay behind

‘arms trade to Iraq, were play-

ing a different tune at the time
of the Gulf crisis. Then, in-
stead of asking how Iraq be-
came a "threat to world peace”
most of the media were busy
drumming-up support for US
military intervention. They al-
lowed themselves to be ma-
nipulated by Western govern-
ments to concentrate their at-
tack on Saddam Hussein and
exaggerate Baghdad's military
might, not question its origins.

Since the end of the Gulf
war the US media have docu-

mented how the Bush adminis-

the

tration courted Iraqi

~ regime. "Saddamgate” became
factor in

a contributing
President George Bush's de-
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Father Timm

Sir, | have beeén keenly go-
ing through the news items

‘and letters appearing in the

newspapers concerning the
activities of Father R W Timm.
I have also gone through his
most recent letter published
in your esteemed daily.

It was interesting to note
that almost all the letters in
the Letter to the Editor's col-
umn are ormamernital and de-

the real facts behind this
gentleman's prolonged stay in
the country. In this respect, I
wish to state that, very few
are
aware of the activities of Father

As [ar as my informa-
tion goes, Father Timm, who is
an American clergyman, came
to this country sometime dur-
ing the early fifties and ever
since he has been living in this
country invelving himselfl in
many activities which have
caused turmoils at times,

Being a Christian clergyman

Timm.

ing

himself, his main objectives

are to take advantage of the
'politically and economically
backward class' and convert
them into Christianity. His
achievements appear ominous
from the rapid conversion of
tribals in' the tribal belts in
Bangladesh. The mgst earliest
of his activities goes back to
Garo unrest in the tribal dis-
trict of Mymensingh in the
mid-fifties. The situation at
that time became so tense that
the then government of
Monem Khan had to declare
him a persona non grata and as
a consequence he was asked to

leave the coun within 24
hours, which he did. Somehow
* or other he to re-en-

ter the country and continued
his activities rather cautiously
for sometime,

in the fulfillment of his ob-
jectives, the every first active
part he played immediately
after the liberation was to form
NGOs (although in the begin-
ning they were known as
Volags Voluntary Agencies in

Bangladesh). NGOs in
Bangladesh, was in fact his

brain child. As a result, among
the NGOs, he is considered as
the Dean. The main

~arm to his total network in

Bangladesh is "Caritas Bang-

ladesh” a Swiss based NGO of
whom he is the founder figure.

Father Timm has also been
involved -in . the polities of
Bangladesh, ever since he
stepped into the soil of this
country. He is still involved
and will remain involved so
long poverty will' remain
prevalent in Bangladesh. There
are so many things about this
gentleman which cannot be

- penned down in one go. Some

day someone will write that to
let the nation know how thinggn

take shape.
Raymond Howlader
Tejgaon, Dhaka
Toxic fertilizer

Sir, It is learnt that on the
basis of a laboratory test result
supplied by the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI), a consignment of 3150
tonnes of zine sulphate fertil-
izer mixed with toxic lead and
cadmium dust was unloaded
from the ship and about 1000
tonnes of the contaminated

fertilizer was distributed
among the farmers by BADC. It

may- be mentioned here that
the BADC had earlier imported
the contaminated fertilizer
from the United States.

Meanwhile, a further labora-
tory test 'by the Bangladesh
Atomic Energy Commission
(BAEC) indicated higher con-
centration of lead and cad-
mium in the fertilizer and ac-
cordin the authorities sus-

distribution of the said
fertilizer. |
It is now evident that
the BARI could not give the
correct level of lead and cad-
mium concentration vide its
lab-test. Of course, it is diffi-
cult to believe that BARI being
a modern research institution
equipped with highly qualified
scientists could make such a
mistake. Under the circum-
stance, some questions may
arise in one's mind: (i)
Whether the fertilizer sample
was the same tested by both
BARI and BAEC? ([il) Whether
BARI tested the sample under
the same type of laboratory
facilities as of BAEC?

We sincerely hope that facts
pertaining to the entire fertil-
izer deal will be revealed by
the recently formed. Investi-
gation Committiee headed by
Dr Shamsher All. . :

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor, BAI,
Dhalea

feat

It is now reported that the
Iragis used a US branch of the
Banca Nazionale del Lavoro
(BNL), the biggest bank in
Italy, to secure massive loans
in credits, some of it ran-
teed by the US Department of
Agriculture's Commodity
Credit Carporation.

According to Co
Henry Gonzalez:

ssman
"With the

backing of President Bush, the

State Department and NSC
stall conspired in 1989 and
1990 to keep fthe flow of US
credit, technology, and intelli-
gence information flowing to
Iraq, despite repeated warn-
ings by several agencies and
the availability of abundant evi-
dence showing that Iraq used
BNL loans to pay for Western
technology destined for Iraq's
missile, nuclear, chemieal and
bioclogical weapons pro-
gramme.”

it has also been reported
that the collapsed Bank of
Credit and Commerce
International (BCCI) was used
as a channel by the US and
British secret services to fi-
nance Iraq's weapons pro-
curement. Senator John Kerry,
head of the US Senate Foreign
Relations sub-committee ex-

OPINION

The most important news
item in a vernacular dafly date-
lined the 28 November stated,

that an amount of Taka one

crore of public money has been
plundered and lootéed by a
prestigious organisation which
can be a reasonably said as an
organisation dealing with
"intellectual property” of the

nation. This or was
run and headed by people, who
in our society are as the
‘intelligentsia’.

The Government Audit
Report consists of B8 items
and paragraphs and all of them
point to limitless corruption in
each case. The frregularities
have been detailed in the news
report, and one shudders in
the way the monies were spent
contra all the rules that
have been enacted and are to
be acted upon. It is all the
more surprising to note that
the ‘audit’ authorities were not
aware that such a national in-
stitution existed, when the or-

ganisation was receiving gov-
ernment grants since the very

inception of Bangladesh. In all
the twenty years that have
since passed, nobody felt the
need for auditing the accounts
of the organisation, at the
close of each financial year,
l.e., the audit department
should have submitted twenty
audit reports by now, instead
of one, as of now. The whole
matter is one of utmost sor-
row, and extremely

L
It would be quite foolish to

assume that the above stated
irregularities have occurred in
only one organisation. In fact
one would not be surprised, if

An Audit Report after
Twenty Years
Shahabuddin Mahtab

scandal is not simply the in-
tegrity ol ministers — most
politicians do not have it any-

Kuwait avoided if the Western
governments, breaching their
own embargo on exports of
arms, had not fuelled a dicta-
tor's military ambitions?

The other important ques-
tion is: Why did the interna-
tional media wait to e
this scandal only after the
event? Rather than creating a
consensus for the Gull war, it
could have used its energies to
question the real causes of that
conflict — power, oil, the arms
trade.

One politician who has
come clean in this scandal is
Alan Clark, K untfl recently
British minister for
procurement. He was [ra
enough to admit that he sup-
ported the export of arms-
making technology con to -
nl'l'icirﬁ government t:mcy
During the Matrix-Churchill
trial he said the war between
Iran and Iraq had been in
Britain's interest. Is it possible
that current conflicts provide a
similar interest for Western
governments?

It makes one wonder why

hostilities continue in Bosnia,
why peace eludes the Alghans,

why is to civil
war why the Khmer Rouge
are still being supplied with
arms. — GE NEWS

DAYA KISHAN THUSSU is
Associate Editor of Gemini
News Service.

this has not occurred in almost
all the publicly funded organi-
sations of the Government.

A government which is now
nearly two years in power can
neither shake its responsibil-
ity, nor feign its ignorance,

when the intelligence agencies
of the government is not one

but many.

A few months back the
sordid affairs of the Bank of
Commerce and Investment
could not be hidden any more,
but we are yet to see any con-
vincing action.

The Investment
Corporation of Bangladesh, was
a trusted one as this was con-
trolled and directed by the

government. The customers of
the ICB were almost wholly
co of small savers, who
had put all their savings in the
ICB. Enough evidences have
now come to light to indicate
and divulge, what ICB has been
doing for the past several
years, for making the poor

Savers as paupers.

The
now
countability, credibili

the truth, in each
organisation has to be restored
now.

The whole people will sup-

rt the government in its en-
E:mrlnnuhl:hhh'u-l

order in the society. All actions
have to be universal, and not
selective. Mahatma Gandhi has
sald that no tion can
survive in its pristine glory, if
the accounts are not transpar-
ently clear, and this now ap-
plies L0 us as ever,

rmment must act
pretty fast. The ac-
, and




