DMFA announces 199§ palendar

Premier League from Apr 1

The Dhaka Metr-
opolis Football
Association (DM-
FA). the body
entrusted With
the conduct of
the varfous city soccer leagues,
has at long last managed to
come up with a schedule for
1993.

After hectic deliberations at
their Dhaka Stadium offices
yesterday, the DMFA an
nounced a set of dates for the
various football programmes
which they hope will be the
actual calendar for the coming
ycar.

Top on the DMFA's priority
will obviously be the Premier

, @ new format to be in-

uced next year with the

top ten teams of the 20-team
1992 First Division league.

That competition, designed to
become the cynosure of all

league championships with the
ten best elub teams and natu-

rally the best players, is slated
to have an April 1, 1993 start.

The lucky ten members of
this elite grouping will be last
year's Division One champions
Abahani Krira Chakra, runner-
up Dhaka Mohammedan
Sporting Club, Brothers Union,
Arambagh KS, Rahmatgan]
MFS, Agrani Bank, Victoria
Sporting Club, Wari Club,
Muktijoddha Sangsad and PWD
Sports Club.

Of the other ten teams of
the last league, those finishing
eleventh to eighteenth will
play in the First Division
league, scheduled to kick off
simultancously on April Fool's
Day. These eight will be joined
by two promotees from last
. year's Second Division — un-
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beaten ¢ Bangladesh
Club and runner-up East
End Chub.

The bottom two teams of
the 1992 First Diviston —
Police AC and BJMC — will play
in the Second Division league
next year.

Both the new Premier
League and the First Division
h-gun will be played on a re-
turn basis, meaning
leams face each other at
least twice with the pro-

grammes billed to conclude by
July 18.

Sports Secretary Azizul Haq
who is also the DMFA chiefl,
was Iin the chair.

INTER-CLUB TRANSFERS

Talking to journalists after
the meeting Shah Abul
Kashem, a joint secretary of
the Bangladesh Football
Federation [(BFF) and a DMFA
vice-president, said that the
inter-club transfers of foot-
ballers will be held [rom
February | to 10 next year.

The 1992 Sentior Division
league had begun on January
10 and concluded on June 7.

DMFA CUP

However, before the league
the DMFA Cup football tourna-
ment will be held from March
1 to 30.

The Federation Cup tour-
nament, the traditional cur-
tain-raiser of local soccer, will
be held after the league pro-
grammcs.

The meeting also decided
the dates of the inter-club
transfer for the junior division
leagues.

According to the schedule,
the Second Division players

transfers will be held from
June 25 to July 1| while the
Third Division transfers are
scheduled for June 15 to 21.

The leagues will be held
immediately after the trans-
fers.

The Pioneer on Fourth
Division football lcague will
begin from January 20.

The players’ transfer will be
held from December 28 to
Jamuary 5.

The meeting, however,
fatled to resolve the issue re

ing the venue for the two
nior Division leagues, ac-
cording to sources.

Earlier last week, the Dhaka
Metropolish Club Samity de
cided that they would be in-
volved in the players’ transfer
procedure only {f the Dhaka
Stadium is available for con-
duct of the Ileague pro

mmes.

DMFA president Azizul Haq
informed the club representa-
tives this issue will be decided
at a later date.

The meeting also approved
the by-laws for the forthcom-
ing leagues.

The representatives of
league champions Abahan
Krira Chakra and runners-up
Mohammedan Sporting Club
were conspicuous by their ab-

sence last night,

When asked whether the
absence of the two local giants
will affect the 1993 calendar, a
senfor DMFA official, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
replied in the negative.

"They usually don't take
part in such meetings but do
support the DMFA decisfons
on all occasions,” said the offi-
cial.

7th President Gold Cup
Two teams send thelr lists

The Bangladesh
Football Fedcra-

tion (BFF) yester-
day received the

Sovciov elub of Russia and
Housing Bank Football team of
South Korea for the seventh
President Gold Cup football
tournament to be held in the
city from January 8 to 20. Al

Krylia Sovetov has sent a
of 29 members while the
South Korea list includes 20
players and five officials.

Six foreign teams — three
European sides and as many
Asian teams — and two
Bangladesh selections will

participate in the tourney, es-
timated to cost Taka 1.27

MSC fans to meet

A mecting of the central
committee of the Mohamme-

dan Sporting fan club will be
held at the club premises in

Motijheel on December 4 at
53‘“["“ says a press release,
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crore.
Thrice

cham
fou in 1943 and made

their debut in Super
Division mlb‘l% pe

Hﬂﬁlﬂ clinching league ti-
tles, Sovetov finished runners-
up in the former USSR na-
tional soccer championship in
1953 and 1964.

Five footballers of this club
— V Vorshilov, G Khusainov, N
Osianin, B Kokh and B Kazakov
— represented the now. ex-
tinct Soviet Union on various
occasions.

h‘l'h‘luﬂ;hu-tng Bank Football
C F A Cup champions of
South Korea, are reportedly a
leading team of Asia.

Meanwhile, F C Tatra
Presov of Czechoslovakia, who
showed intercst in participat-
ing the tournament, sent
some details about their club.

Tatra Presov, who won the
Slovak Cup in 1991-82, are in
the sixth position in the cur-

rent league. They finished as

Russian lcague

A disappointing
13 over par B5
on the final day of
the four-day
tenth Bangladesh
Open amateur go-
If championship yesterday did
not prevent defending
champioh Rajeev Mohta of
India from retaining the
trophy he won at Lhe

]
|

at the Kurmitola Golf course yesterday.

sov Matite of Todis robiineg

ions Krylia Sovetov was .

runners-up in the FA Cup in
1991-92. They also partici-
pated in the UEFA Cup
championship.

The BFF I;!occr:tar}' Shaikh
Akmal Hossain told some
newsmen yesterday that if
Mohun Bagan of India fail to
turn up, they will consider FC
Tatra Presov for the tourna-
ment.

feel that the BFF should in-
clude the Czech club instead
of Mohun Bagan since they are
obviously a better team.

Meanwhile, the BFF have
decided to buy tickets for the
participating clubs directly
from the airline authorities.
No travel agent will be engaged
for this purpose.

This was decided at a
meecting of the travel and ac-
commeodation sub-committee
yesterday with Abdul Muyeed
Chowdhury — Managing
Director of Bangladesh Biman
and a BFF member — in the
chair.

Kurmitola Golf Club course last
year,

A net score of 310, 22 over
par for the 72 hole competi-
tion which began last Friday,
sufficed to keep the fancied
Indian ahead of the hundred-
strong fleld, his nearest chal-
ltn!er John Aligood of the
host club finishing runner-up
six nu'nku b\:hind on 316

e e Rade
. the men's crown of the 10th
Bnnghduh amateur golf :hlmplnnlhlp. which concluded

— Btar photo

Mohta makes it anyway

Mohta, who produced a
brilliant run of play on the
third day Sunday, bettering an
almost decade-old course
record with a fantastic round
of 67, yesterday failed to find

his rhythm and ran into quite
a bit of trouble wunder

somewhat overcast and windy
conditions.

Two other Indians, Romit

" Bose and Sarvpal Singh, man-

aged scores of 3256 and 332 to
fintsh in third and fifth places
with second day leader Cody
Watson, the priest playing for
the host club eventually set-
tling into fourth place.

The women's title went to
Mrs. Gisa Buchtmann of KGC
who managed a score ol 262
over 54 holes. She was [ol-
lowed by Teammale Mrs.
Shefla Brown who finished on
275.

Mrs. Sherry Ispahani of the
Bhatiary Goll Club (BGCC)
earned a prize for her best net
score of 227 while Mrs. MS
Kwon of the KGC and Mrs. Y
Naruse of the same team had
the second and third best
nets of 229 and 231 respec-
tively.

Among the men, DBrig.
Masud Ali Khan who also went
on to win the international
team championship along with
his partner Faruque Ahmed,
had the best net score of 303
followed by Chan Lee with 307,
Cmdr Mujibur Rahman 310
and Salman Ispahani of BGCC
315.

Lt General M Noor Uddin
Khan, Chief of Army Stafl and

President of the Kurmitola Golf

Club, organisers of the annual
meet, gave away the trophies
among the winners at a pool-
side dinner yesterday

l:-w:ntng.
ceremony

prize-givi
was nlnn addmoes by chair-

man of the tournament com-
mittee Abdur Rahim
Chowdhury and captain of the
club Jalal Ahmed.

More than a huqdrcl
golfers including players from
India, Pakistan and Bhutan

in this year's cham-
pmm.

However, the football-lovers

Pakistan, SL
arrive today

Pakistan and Shri Lanka ar-
rive today to participate in the
first ever SAARC ericket tour-
nament which begins in the
city en Thursday, reports UNE.

India, another participant
in the four-nation tournament,
will reach here on Wednesday

Hosts Bangladesh will take
on Shri Lanka in the inaugural
match, starting at 9.10 am at
the Dhaka National Stadium,
the venue of the nine-day
meet.

Meanwhile, h Cri-
cket Umpire Board selected a
panel of five local umpires to
conduct the matches along
with three others — one each
from India, Pakistan and Shr
Lanka.

The local umpires are: Ataul
Haq Malltk, Mohammed Asgar,
Monjur Milky, S B Chowdhury
Sishir and Abdul Aziz Sikder

The BCCB received the
names of umpires M lkram
Rabbani of Pakistan and S K
Bansal of India who will arrive
with their respective teams
But Shri Lanka is yet to inform
the name of an umpire who
will accompany the team.

The Umpires Beard also
announced a nine-member
scorer panel for the tourna-
ment. are: S R Basak,
Mosharral Hossain Mintu, Dilip
Kumar Saha, Jagannath Basak,
Golam Mostafa, Shankar Basak,
Mohammed Monju, Mannu.r
Rahman Mizan and Moha-
mmed Mosabber.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain yester-
day visited the Dhaka National
Stadium and expressed his sat-
isfaction at the overall ar-
rangements [or the tourna-
ment.

Abahani fans
protest Faruque’s

exclusion
Sports Reporter

The Abahani Krira Chakra
Fan Club yesterday brought out
a procession around the Dhaka
Stadium premises demanding
the inclusion of cricketer
Faruque Ahmed 1in the
Bangladesh team for the first
SAARC cricket tournament to
be held from December 3 to
11.

Farugue Ahmed and wick-

etkeeper Nasir Ahmed Nasu of
the Greater Mymensingh
Cricket Club (GMCC) are the
two notable players who failed
to impress the Bangladesh
Cricket Control Board selec-
tors for the tournament
which starts Thursday,
. "The omission of Faruque
from the national team has al-
ready triggered a lot of contro-
versy about the team selec-
tion.

Faruque, who captained
Abahani last season, opened
for the national team in the
SEA cricket tourney in
Singapore last June and was
the highest scorer for the
country.

He also performed well in
the recently concluded 14th
Damal Summer cricket tour-
nament when Abahani retained
the championship.

When asked for his com-
ments, BCCB secretary Aminul
Huq Moni told The Daily Star
last night that the board had
faith in the selectors and
would go by their decision.

Former national captain
Roquibul [Hasan said that the
decision regarding the team
was taken unanimously by the
sclectors.

ﬁwllhe cﬁwﬂhuiry Bhats " while

talking to The Daily Star ycs-
terday, condemned the BCCB's
decision.

“We will write a letter to
the BCCB demanding a clarifi-
cation on the issue,” said
Bhuhu

Biman take
lead in chess

Defending champions Ban-
gladesh Biman, for the first
time yesterday, took the lead
in the First Division chess
league table with a convincing
3-1 victory over fancied
Brothers Union at the National
Sports Council chess room.

Biman now have 29 points
out of a possible 36 while
Brothers have 28.5 points

from nine matches each.

In yesterday's crucial league
encounter International
Master Zillur Rahman
Champak, national champion
Reefat bin-Sattar of Biman won
their matches against Ziaul
Kader Tuhin and Amir
Hossain of Brothers respec-
tively while would be IM of the
country Ziaur Rahman and
FIDE Master Syed Tahmidur
Rahman shared points with
Pakistani IM Mah:mud Ahmed
Lodhi and Sheikh Anwar
Heossain of Brothers respec-

t s
1W’:{lh was Brothers' first de-
feat in the league.
Last year's runners-up
esh Ansars followed
Biman with 28 points [rom ten

nuth'?:.

Title-aspirants Ansars beat
Konica Cultural Organisation
by 2.5 to 1.5 points.

Pony Electronics outplayed
Tilak Chm Club 4-0 to take
their collection to 23 points
while Dhaka University, who
have also 23 points, beat
Genfus Chess Clhub 3-1 yester-

@,
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Skipper Kepler Wessels ducks a delivery dunn &Suuth Africa’ s second innings of the second Test at Jﬁmmﬁ;ﬁ

Sunday. Wnulnnuk 11 before being run out.

JOHANNESBURG
, Nov 30: India
survived a dra-
matic top-order
slump against the
fiery South Afri-
can pacemen to force a draw
in the second Test at the
Wanderers here today, reports
AFP.

Chasing a victory target of
318, the Indians were coasting
along at 68 for no loss when
Allan Donald and Craig
Matthews swung the' match
around with four wickets in 30
balls to reduce the tourists to
73 for four.

Sanjay Manjrekar and
Praveen Amre saved India the
blushes with a defiant un-
beaten 68 run stand for the
fifth wicket which took their
team to 141 for four at the
closc.

The in-form Manjrekar,
with two first class centuries
on tour under his belt, re-
mained unbeaten on 32 with
two fours after batting for
three hours.

Amre, who scored a match
saving century on debut in the
drawn [irst Test in Durban,
was 35 not out with three
boundaries.

Resuming at Sunday's score
of 15 for no loss, openers Ravi
Shastri and Ajay Jadeja kept
India in the hunt with a slow,

Test ended in a draw yesterday.

Johannesburg Test drawn
Manjrekar, Amre pull shutters down
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but determined start which
realised 41 runs in the two-
hour morning session.

Backed by some 12,000
home f[ans, Donald and
Matthews returned alter lunch
to slice through the Indian top
order with an aggressive dis-
play of high quality pace bowl-
ing and put South Africa right
on top.

The 27-year-old Donald
justified his tag of "White
Lightening’ by blasting out
Jadeja and Sachin Tendulkar,
while debutant Matthews ac-
counted for vice captain
Shastri and skipper
Mohammad Azharuddin.

The beleaguered Indian
captain's solitary run on
Monday gives him a poor ag-

regate of 128 runs in 12 of
is last 14 Test innings since

1990.

His only notable contribu-
tions have been 106 against
Australia in Adclaide earlier
this year and 36 in the first
Test of the current series in
Durban.

There were still a minimum
of 49 overs to be bowled after
the fall of the fourth wicket,
but Man_]n.kar and Amre kept
their cool to steer India away
from imminent trouble.

The pair saw ofl Donald and
Matthews casily and then set-
tled in to score [recly against

the

of Brian

backup duo

. McMfillan and Hansie Oronje.

Jadeja, who made 43 with
four boundaries, was the frst
to when Donald moved a
ball away and South African
captain Kepler Wessels took an
casy catch to his left at first
slip.

Azharuddin promoted him-
scll in the batting order to
step up the scoring, but lasted
only till the next over as debu-
tant Matthews forced him to
edge straight to wicket
keeper Dave Richardson.

The 19-year-old Tendulkar
had made one when Donald
wrapped him on the pads in
the next over and umpire
Barry Lambson ruled him i,g
before.

" Tendulkar, who had played
forward to a well-pitched de-
livery, appeared surprised by
the decision before trudging
back to the pavilion.

Shastri's dour innings of 23
in three hours and 15 minutes
ended three overs later when
he played on to Matthews in
attempting a cover drive.

India went to tea without
further damage as Amre and
Manjrekar deflied the four
pronged attack for the rest of
the afternoon session.

The rival teams will now be
engaged in a series of seven

‘day night Hmited overs inter-

nationals from December 7

before playing the
two Tests iIn Port mmmm
from December 26 and Cape

Town [from January 2.

Final scoreboard in the scc-
ond Test between India and
South Africa which ended in a
draw at the Wanderers
Stadium here on Monday.

SOUTH AFRICA: Ist in-
nings: 292 (McMillan 98,
Rhodes 91: Prabhakar 4-90).

INDIA : Ist innings: 227
(Tendulkar 111, McMillan 4-
74, Donald 3-78)

SOUTH AFRICA: Sccond In-
nings: 262 (Kumble 6-53).

INDIA: Sccond innings
fovernight 15 for 0):
Shastri b Matthews
Jadeja ¢ Wessles b Donald
Azharuddin ¢ Richardson
b Matthews 1
Tendulkar Ibw b Donald ;

Manjrekar not out 3
Amre not out 35
Extras: (b 2, Ib 2, nb 2) 6
Total: (for four wickets) 141
Fall of wickets: 1-68, 2-
3-71, 4-73
m O M R W
Donald 20 6 43 2
McMillan 21 6 :; o
Matlhews 20 10 2
Cronje & 7 32 0O
Kirsten 3 1 5 0

Crowe adm1ts 1t S a tall task

MORATUWA, Sh-

ri Lanka, Nov 30:
New Ze nTand
skipper Martin
Crowe said his
lcam would have

to work hard to save the first
Test herc after Shri Lanka
ended the third day in a
commanding position alfter
hammering a weak bowling at-
tack, reports AFP.

"Obviously, the Shri Lankans
are in the box seat ... we have a
lot of work to do to get to a
position to save it (the
match),” Crowe told reporters
here Sunday after Shri Lanka
had made 299 for four in reply
to New Zealand's 288.

He said that when

play re-

sumed Tuesday after today's

rest day, the Kiwis would have
to prevent Shri Lanka from pil-
ing up a huge first innings total
and then bat out the remaining
sessfons to save the match.

"We just have to keep going
... we rcalise we probably have
to bat oul the last four sessions
lo save the Test,” said Crowe,
acknowledging that the lack of
a spinner made it difficult for
an inexperienced all-seam at-
tack.

But he defended New
Zealand's decision to go into
the match without a specialist
spinner because it was diffieult
to do so without knowing the
players’ form and “We went in
with some ideas but they
didn't work out.”

For the first Test, New
Zealand left out off-spinner
Grant Bradburn who was here
as replacement to top ofl-
spinner Dipak Patel, one of five
key players to return home af-
ter a bomb blast outside the

squad’s Colombo hotel.

Meanwhile Shri Lanka's
right-arm off-cutter J
Warnaweera brushed aside re-
marks by Crowe that he was "a
chucker,” Crowe fell to
Warnaweera Friday when he
tried to pull the bowler and
was held at mid- wicket.

"l am not bothered about
what he says. Anyone can say
anything about my bowling and
I will just ignore those com-
ments,” said Warnaweera, who
was recalled for this match al-
ter playing in three previous
Teslts.

Crowe called Warnaweera

Pﬂklslan pﬂr:.'fmun
Wagar Younis, re-
| garded as the fa-
j stest bowler in the

world, said Monday
that he hoped to underline his
reputation during the team's

tour of Australia and New Zca-
land, reports AP.

.

WAQAR YOUNIS

Wagqar said he had fully re-
covered from back injuries
that forced him to miss
Pakistan's triumphant Weorld
Cup performance in March and
wanted to show his talents on
hard Australian wickets that
should suit his flery bowling.

"It is a big honour to be
called the fastest of your kind
in the world,” Waqgar said

was "a real chucker” who had
“got away with it” but said New
Zealand would not pursue the
matter further because the
Shri Lankan umpires had

pointed out that the bowler
hﬂﬂ not been found fault with

earlier.
"Well, we had to forget
about it. He went to New

Zealand, he went to India and
no umpire called him, So he's
lucky to get away with it. It's
good for him,"” said Crowe.
Crowe said that although he
dropped Shri Lankan opcner
Roshan Mahanama on 36 and
105, the local hero played a
great innings to make a ca-
reer-best 153 and contribule
more than halfl of his team's
total.

“I've been working further
on my pacc and | hope it will
keep me at that level in the fu-
ture.

[3ut there is more to bowl-
ing than just being fast and I've
been developing extra swing in
some of my deliveries.”

Wagar will lead the Pakistan
attack in the triangular World
Scries tournament against Aus-
tralla and the West Indies
starting Friday,

Pakistan then will tour New
Zealand and play three Test
matches.

Wagar said he was desper-
ately disappointed a stress
fracture in his lower back
ruled him out of the World
Cup.

"It was very disappointing,
but I'm over that now and only
looking ahead not back,” he
said,

Wagar resumed his interna-
tional cricket career In
Pakistan's tour of England
midway through this year and
it was evident the 2]-year-old
had lost none of his venom.

in the three-match B65-
overs series against the World
Cup runner-up, Wagar took
nine wickets al an average of
18.55,

Pakistan play the Weslt
Australian state team in a day-
night match Tuesday in their
final warmup before the World
Sertes lournament

AZAPO threatens

Indian tour

Jmuﬂumumh:m 30:
A radical anti-apart

said on it mH m
protests inc

sions against the Imliln
cricket tour of South Africa,
reports Reuter.

The Azanian Pcople's
Organisation (AZAIPO), which
advocates the black consclous-
ness policies of the late Steve
Biko, said at its annual
congress all forms ol sanclions
against South Africa had to be
maintained.

A resolution adopted at the
congress in Port Elizabeth said
members would try to invade
pitches and picket visiting
players, the South Alrican
Press Association reported.

AZAPO, [ar smaller than
Nelson Mandela's black nation-
alist Alrican National CO!T‘EI.
is inflluential among the black
middle-class and black intel-
lectuals.

AZAPO launched a highly-
publicised but ineflfective cam-

paign earlier this year against a
tour by American singer Paul

Simon.
Ramsamy re-elected
NOCSA president

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 30:
Veteran anti-apartheid sports
administrator Sam Ramsamy

was on Sunday re-clected
unop as president of the
National Committee of

South Alfrica, reports Reuter.

Mluleki George, president
of the African National
Congress-Aligned National
Sports Congress, and yachling
ulTIr:Il.l Ross Robson were
elected joint vice-presidents
by representatives of South

Mrir:alﬂlyuw sports cedes.

R-rn-nz who campaigned
from exile for two decades for

Fr:tnﬂl s exclusion from
world sport, sald the best way
to prepare for future Olympics

was Lo develop sport among
majority blacks.

He urged the white minor-
nment to help fund
hhu*r velopment by reslor-
ing tax rebates for sporis
sponsors abolished over the

past your.



