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Premier League at a crucial stage

LONDON, Nov 27:
The English soc-
cer season, shorn
of all European
club interest, rea-
ches a vital stage
this weekend which could
uncover the eventual champi-
ons of the new Premier
League, reports Reuter.

Four of the top five teams
play each other, with second-
placed Arsenal also facing a
tough test against an improv-
ing Manchester United, cur-
rently eighth.

For those two famous clubs,
plus leaders Norwjch, big-
spendi Blackburn, Aston
Villa QPR, it represents a
chance to show En h soccer
is still a quality p

With only G]‘alg:m
left to fly the British flag in thc
European Cup and many fans
increasingly keen on televised
Italian soccer, it is lucky that
several of the leading con-
tenders have suddenly started
to raise their game.

Norwich, surprise leaders
for much of the season

China take a new approach to sports

BEWJING, Nov 27:
China, which is
running an inten-
to

e

Summer Olympic
Cames In Beijing, has made
sport a key component of

official propaganda and
economic development eflorts,
reports AFP.

As part of that eflort, the
government which has given
extensive publicity to the
country's impressive medal
harvest at last summer's
Barcelona Games, has not hesi-
lated to use training method
rarely seen outside the former
Soviet Union and its erstwhile
east European satellites.

Perhaps appropriately, un-
employed coaches from these
countries are being avidly

sought, especially in nrlmmlr;
and athletics. About a dozen
them, mostly Russians and
Czechoslovaks, are es-
tablished in China to train the

would be local champions.

They certainly will not be-
come millionaires here, but at

least they can live quietly and
comfortably while awaiting the

return of better times at home. "

Tlrymmmntn

host the 2000 .

four points clear of Arsenal,
but must now meet an Aston
Villa side unbeaten in their last
13 matches this season.

Villa will be without their
influential defender Shaun
Teale, who has a knee injury
which may require surgery.

Arsenal, reportedly plan-
ning a bid for Danish interna-
tional midfielder Henrik
Larsen, hope to bounce back
from their 3-0 loss at Leeds
last week which dented their
growing title claims.

In circumstances, they
could have done without a visit
from United, who won 6-2 in
an extraordinary League Cup
game at Highbury exactly two
years ago.

United manager Alex
Ferguson is tipping Lee
Sharpe, who scored a hat-trick
that night, to emerge from his
injury nightmare and revive his
club’s season, affected by a re-
cent goal drought.

Ferguson said: "Sharpe is a
worker and a provider who can
give us the crosses we've badly
r the strikers.

"It is great to have him back
and, alongside Bryan Robson, |
believe you can already see the
difference he makes to our at-
tacking form."

Arsenal manager George,
Graham hopes goalkeeper
David Seaman and midfielder
David Hillier will both return
from injury and illness after
being substituted against
Leeds. Striker Alan Smith is
out for up to a month with an
ankle stress-fracture.

Third-placed Blackburn
could do with a home win, but
meet a QPR side playing some
splendid football which not al-
ways gets its reward,

They lost 1-0 to a late
Liverpool winner on Monday,
undermined by the return of
England's fit-again winger
John Barnes. He will start
against Crystal Palace on
Saturday, the first Premier
League match he has begun
since an Achilles tendon tear
forced him out of the
Eurnpean Championship in

car and a comfortable salary
much superior to those paid tn
their Chinese colleagues,
diplomatic sources say.

All the methods used in the
European communist nations’

‘golden days of sport aré also

seen here: gifted young chil-
dren are from their
families to undergo years of
rigorous training and indoctri-
nation, while enjoying signifi-
cant material

!.xpertl at the Barcelona

that l-nmc of
China's mﬁ

swimmers had taken or
steroids to held bufld up their
muscles.

The Chinese press was
quick to dismiss the allega-
tions as “international jeal-
ousy.” -

Officials from the powerful
state sports commission re-
fused to interviewed on this
subject — on any other aspect
of professional sport in China.

In contrast to the secrecy
surrou training methods,
the bid to host the 2000
Games in the subject of in-

the whole natbn mSolised is

work fer the “glorious Olympic

Ht'lﬂ; is competing against

Berlin, Milan, Manchester,
Brasilia, Sydney, Tashkent and
Istanbul.

The Chinese capital, which
is cﬂvered in billboards prais-

arm bid, launched
a majur ing programme !
several months ago in antici-
pation of September's decision
by the International Olympic
Committee.

The main projects involve
building a 100,000 seat sta-
dium and modernising the fa-
cilities constructed for the
1990 Asian Games, as well as
upgrading the capital's infras-
tructure and telecommunica-

The Chinese government #
hopes the Games will help
boost the country's economic
development and is using its
ultra-nationalistic campaign to
encourage the population to
get involved In bui]dlng a
"socialist market economy.

The state-controlled press
is fond of citing the example of
former gymnast Li Ning— who
won four gold medals at the
1984 Los Angeles Olympic and
subsequently set up her own
line in sportswear and a China
of sports shops —as evidence
of the close link between
sporting an economic success.

STOCKHOLM,
Nov 27 : Athletes
may boycott next
year's World Cha-
mpionships in
Stutigart unless a
conflict with the sport's ruling
body over prize money s
resolved, a top American coach
warmed on Wednesday, reports
Reuter.

Athletes’ agents have been
pressing the International
Amateur Athletic Federation
(LAAF) to share some of fts in-
come from the biennial World
Chmplanlhl-pl through prize
moncy for competitors.

Athletes press IAAF

But IAAF president Primo
Nebiolo on Wladnﬂdly dis-
missed the radical proposal,
insisting the IAAF did not have
unlimited reserves to pay out

prizes. -
“People are beltevin
that are not realistic,” f\: e
ltthelnn.-lM'hunth
letes gathered to honour the
year's top performers.
“f he (an athlete) does not
like our rules, he

I

An eleven-member Bangiadesh athletics team left Db

for money

ncy Waltts and Kevin Young
who are also backing moves for
change, warned: "A boycott of
Stuttgart is still an option.” .
Smith, who believes prize
will have to be intro-
d sooner rather than later
to “rid the sport of the ridicu-
lous notion that it is still ama-
teur’, said he hoped the situa-
tion could be resolved by
diplomatic channels.

The International Associa-
tion of Athletes’ represen-
tatives, which is not recog-
nised by the IAAF, has been |
pressing for a meeting 1o dis-

cuss prize moncy.
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Voeller's vision

GLASGOW, Nov 27: Rudi
Voeller does not relish the
t of another match

for

it will be much more difficult
for Marseille,” he insisted on

in Marseille the pressure is on
the team to succeed,” said
Voeller, who scored 43 goals

in 84 appearances from Ger-
many. "That sort of atmo-
sphere makes it difficult to
play normally.”

Of the 2-2 draw on Weédnes-
day night he said: "Before the
start we would have been
hﬂEeve with a draw but we
be we have lost point, not
gained one.

"We seem to make two or
three goals, then away two
or three. It is abiggh:mb]ﬂnhr
m.ﬂ'

Rangers' Mark Hateley, who
headed the equaliser eight
minutes from time, declared:
"There is an amazing amount
of character and self-belief in
this team. Even at 2-0 down
we believed we could still get
something from the game."

"We turned a difficult night
into a good one. We played well
within our capabilities but
stuck at the task and we would
probably have won the game in
another five or 10 minutes”.

Drive to stamp out
racism in stadium
in Italy

ROME, Nov 27: Italian soc-
cer ‘fauthorities said on
Thursday they were planing to
launch a publicity drive to
stamp out a worrying increase
in racist abuse in their stadi-
ums, reports Reuter.

"We must not hide when
confronted by the tragedy of
racism. We have to sound the
alarm bells as some [ringes
want to use the stadiums in
the worst possible manner,”
Italian soccer federation pres-
ident Antonio Matarrese told
reporters.

Matarrese chaired a meet-
ing of the Italian soccer au-
thorities, who decided on a
publicity offensive inwvolving
television commercials and ad-
vertising posters in an attempt
to halt the growth in right-
wing extremism among soccer
fans.

italy has been alarmed by a
growth in racist attacks in re-

cent months which police be- |

l..

lifeve are predominantly the
work of young skinheads,
dubbed “Naziksins.” and
thought to number only around
1,000 nationwide.

Their activities have spilled
into the stadiums with Nazi
salutes and racist chanting
from shaven-headed
marring the atmosphere at
many grounds up and down
the country.

"Soccer plays a very impor-
tant social role in Italy and of-
ten reflects, the spread of new
ideologies,” Matarrese added.

He said security checks
would be increased to prevent
fans taking racist material into
stadiums and the soccer feder-
ation would seek to extend
contact with young fans.

AC Milan's Dutch striker
Ruud Gullit, who has a
Surinamese father and Dutch
mother, was the victim of
taunting from International
fans during last Sunday's
Milanese derby, and suggested
teams should refuse to play if
their players were being ver-
bally abused.

"For me these chants show
a lack of intelligence, these
people are insulting them-
sclves,” Gullit said this week.

"l think many First Division
players want to do something
concrete,” added the dead-
locked Gullit.. "Of course it's
impossible to suspend a game

in ltaly for that reason. But | |

wonder whether the dignity of
an individual or the pools
coupon is more important,” he
added.

Racist violence
may ruin Berlin's
O]z/m pic bid

Nov 27 : Berlin said |

on Wednesday that racist vio-
lence by German neo-Nazis
was ruining the city’'s chances
ol hosting the Olympic Games
in the year 2000, reports

r.
We can scrap our Olympic
bid unless we get to grips with
right-wing extremism.” said
Axel Nawrocki, chief executive
of the Berlin-owned Olympia
Gmbll, organisers of the initia-

Live,

Germany has been plagued
by months of racist violence

which culminated earlier this
week in the murder of three

Turks.

Nawrocki told German tele-
vision that Berlin's chances of
being nominated to host the
Games at a September 1993
meeting of the International
Olympic Committee would de-
pend on whether the Weorld
still like Germans.

"ts a of ;
charm and friendliness.”
Nawrocki sald according to a
text of the television interview

Berlin last hosted the

Games in 19368 which
Hitler misused to show
off his so-called master race.

because |

youths |

Sport
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ROME, Nov 27:

Four goals from
Marco van Basten
in AC Milan's Eu-
ropean Cup win
over IFK Gothen-
burg this week will strike fear
into the heéarts of Juventus fans
before the top-of-the table
clash on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

The Italian champions, who
lead Juventus by two points

with a game in hand, were at

their awesome best against

‘Gothenburg with Van Basten

turnlnun a performance
which had the normally re-
served Milan coach Fabio
Capello enthusing: "He's the

. best player in the world,

there's simply no argument
about {t."

Van Basten, thcanlemrcr'

against ﬂuﬂwnhurtw
was reachin | of past
ye

great sides nur:h as Bayern
Munich, Liverpool and Ajax
Amsterdam. -

“If we keep on winning for a
few year...Then we can say that
mareun:ufthebnttﬂ:mnf
all time.”

Coach Capello ha.n only
problems of abundance when it
comes to naming his side for
Sunday’'s game with Juventus.

With Van Basten and com-
patriot Frank Rijkaard certain
to start, it could be that the
only significant change with be
the return of the third
Dutchman Ruud Gullit in place
of Jean- Pierre Papin.

Juventus proved themselves
ready for the big game with a
sparking 2-1 away UEFA Cup
win over Sigma Olomouc, and
coach Giovanni Trappattoni
aaid "Wc re going Iinto

The Dafig Jtir 11,

B aE R R ==
Van Basten Juventus’ blggest

threat

game with Milan in  jted performance when meet
thehutpnuihk-mllllnd Scottish rain, t}mh-hutnl'tln S-Ilrhruchnlth-h--n
physical condition.” SEASON. , evening match !
Trappattoni well fieid German striker Rudi Three of the

the side which defeated Voeller, back from injury, and jostling for position a

MARCO VAN BASTEN

Torino last Sunday, although
he hopes that Englishman
David Platt, scheduled to have

a knee tlnn next week,
may be a o play this last
1mpurtant mntch before
surgery. .
FRENCH FRAY

Marseille will be trying-to
open a three-goal lead when
they play Caen in the French
League after twice blowing
two-goal advantages in the past
week.

Their 2-2 draw in Glasgow
with Rdngers in the European
Cup on Wednesday followed a
2-2 draw in Strasbourg at the
weekend, both after opening a
2-0 lead.

But the French champions °
tn-::k comfort from their spir-

‘negotiate a tricky wisit

Cantona signs for M United |

LONDON, Nov 2T7:
French interna-
tional striker
Eric Cantona jo-
ined Manchester
United from En-
glish league champions Leeds
on Thursday for 1.2 million
pounds sterling (1.82 million
dollars), reports Reuter,
Manager Alex Ferguson
swooped in a bid to solve his
scoring problems after failing

Argentina's
unbeaten run

continues

BUENOS AIRES, Nov 27:
Argentina continued their two-
year winning streak on Thurs-
day with a 2-0 (halll time 1-0)
win over- a lacklustre Polish
side in a friendly match in
Buenos Aires, reports Reuter.

Unbeaten since the 1990
World Cup final against Ger-
mani, Arg:ntlnn struggle to
find their form as the visitors
dominated the midfield in the
opening 20 minutes.

But a 22nd minute goal by
Nestor Cravietto, who scram-
bled the ball across the line af-
ter Polish goalkeeper Alek-
sandre Kzak failed to hold a
searing free kick from Ramon
Median Bello, helped the
locals to find their rhythm.

Slipping into their classic
style of short, pinpoint passes
the 1986 world champions
dominated the rest of the
game, at times leaving the
poles looking desperately a
the trainer's bench for lnupi
ration.

Argentina put its seal on
the match in the eighth

minute of the second hall

when Medina Bello picked up
a tapped free kick outside the
penalty box to ram the ball
round the Polish barrier and
beyond Kzak's reach into the
net.

to lure England's David Hirst
from Sheffield Wednesday for
3.5 million pounds (5.3 million
dollars).

Ferguson said: Because of
Wednesday's refusal to let us

sign David Hirst, we looked
around at strikers we rated

and who might be available.”
"l tried Leeds and was de-

lighted when they agreed to
release Cantona.”

When Leeds bought Cantona

ERIC CANTONA
from French club Nimes ear-
lier this year the figure was
900,000 pounds (1.35 million
dollars).

Ferguson was desperate to
beel up his attack which went
four games without scoring be-
fore United beat Oldham 3-0
last Saturday. That result
ended a run of eight Premier
League games without a win.

Ironically, Cantona helped
Leeds prise the league title
from Manchester United's
grasp at the end of last season.

The 26-year-old Cantona
built a big ﬁeﬂmg at Leeds.

He has lcurnd 11 goals in 19
matches this season.

Cantona, who could make
his debut for United against
Arsenal on Saturday, joined
Leeds in February after estab-
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Alen Bokic of Croatia both
scored and look like becoming
the most f[eared duo in the
league.

But Marseille will have to
watch out for Caen striker
Xavier Gravelaine, who has
scored 10 godls in the last
nine matches and earned
promotion  to the national
team.

League leaders Nantes re-
celve Strasbourg while Paris St
Germain, who trail them on
goal difference only, have to
to
Monaco. .

BUNDESLIGA

German league leaders
Bayern Munich, who hold a
three-point lead with three
mrzmlnm before the

liga's winter break, host
Karlsruhe, one of the big sur-
prises of the season.

Karlsruhe have not finished

higher than eighth since they
were promoted to the First

Division in 1987. But inspired
by flamboyant coach Winfried
Schaefer, the club are chal-
lenging in fourth, four points
behind Bayern

Schaefer's reputntian for
motivating players has at-
tracted recent attention from
Spanish side Atletico Madrid

‘who are reported to be inter-

ested in him.
Second-placed Eintracht
Frankfurt
Uerdingen on Saturday while
Werder Bremen have a chance
__to narrow the gap on the lead-

take on Bayer

ing club Barcelona's 17, and

only one point ahead of Sevilla

Sunday against 10th-placed
Espanol. Fans are likely to be
boisterous In a game between
the city's two big teams,
although Espanol as not beaten

his country next
Wednesday's 1904 World Cup
match against lsrael
in Tel Aviv.
Second-placed Heal Madrid,
also only a point behind their
arch-rivals Barcelona, expect a
straight-forward game at home
to Real Oviedo on Sunday.
Oviedo last beat Real in the
Madrid team's home territory
more than 40 years agpo.
Deportivo Coruna,
leaders until last weekend,
stay at home to Valencia on
Sunday. Deportivo are still un-
beaten at home this season and
Valencia has managed only two
El.lll:nlllﬂ'i‘tl-’l}' matches

lishing a reputation as a hot-to-
handle character with Auxerre,
Bordeaux, Montpellier,
Marseille and Nimes.

He rejected French soccer
following a sending-off and a
two-month suspension after
insulting a disciplinary panel.

Cantona originally went to
Sheflicld Wednesday but, as an
established international, was
unhappy about being put on
trial there.

His contributions, to Leeds’
title chase were often
launched from the substitutes’
bench and although he took
time to adjust to the pace of
the English game he soon re-
vealed a flair for the spectacu-
lar.

Chancellor at

Austrian soccer |

coach's funeral

VIENNA, Nov 27: Austrian
Chancellor Franz Vrranitzky
was among thousands of
mourners at Thursday's funeral
of Ernst Happel, one of
Europe's most successful soc-
cer coaches who died of can-
cer earlier this month, reports
Reuter.

Former West German cap-
tain Franz Beckenbauer and
the mt of Hamburg
SV, the teamm Happel took to
the West German champi-
onship and the European Cup
in 1983 were nmung the
guests.

The Dutch Football Fede-
ration also sent a delegation.

Happel, capped 51 times by
Austria, led teams to a total of

17 titles, both domestic I.ndl

international, and coached the
Dutch to the World Cup final in
1978 when they were beaten
Argentina.
Happel was already seri-
ously ill when he took over
Austria's 1994 World Cup

far.
ANOCA 1o suppert
.SA's Olympic bid

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 27 :
Africa’'s top Olympic official
said on his organi-
sation would back South
Africa’'s bid to host the 2004
Games, reports Reuter.

Jean-Claude Ganga,
Congolese president of the

Association of National
Olympic Committees of Africa
(ANOCA), said after a two-day
meeting of the group in
Johannesburg that members
world back a "to bring the

Dlym:ﬂ:r:ﬂlym-‘htm

"We shall fully support a bid
by South Africa. But we also
hope that no other Alfrican
state expresses a wish to host
the same Games.” Ganga said.

The National Olympic
Committee of South Africa's
(NOCSA) president Sam
Ramsary, who led the l'l:pub
lic’s return to the
after two decades )
said all African mmtrll.'.l a
moral duty to back South
Africa’s bid “since it is one

Mnyﬂutm“mﬂty
and brotherhood.”

"When a South African city
is nominated to stage the
Games, Africa has a moral and
legal obligation to support it if
no other African cities are
nominated as well,” Ramsamy
said.

The modern O have
never been held in Africa in
their 96-year-history.

NOCSA was expected to
pick the city which would bid
to stage the Games after
sentations from the re-
sorts of Durban and Cape Town
and the industrial capital
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: W equals L

The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher
letter stands for another. If you

hroughout the puzzle.

will equal O t
words and words using an

locating vowels. Solution is

tnwhlch;'u
think that X equals O, it
letters, short
you clues to
error.




