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Russian govt
will not
compromise
on reform

MOSCOW, Nov 26: The
Russian gevernment will not
m on the main
economic reform,
l:h of Boris
Yeltsin's Cabinet, -acting Prime
Minister Yegor Gatdar told
Russian lawmakers Thursday,
reports AP
Gaidar spoke amid specula-
thn that .two more top ofli-
cials, Foreign Minister Andref
Kozyrev and State Secretary
Gennady Burbulis, might re-
sign Thursday. Mikhail Poltor- i
anin, a Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Information,

quit Wednesday.

abuses security forces in

reports AFP.

dismissed police

stale.

The Political jockeying is | ters” in which suspects had
part of the run-up o next | been gunned down in cold
week's session of the 1,046« | blood by police, and confisca-

member Congress of People's
Deputies, the country’'s highest
hﬁﬂumhody

militants.

BRIEFLY

Pak observer shot in Somalia:

Pakistani military observer was wounded by sniper fire
Mm.um Nations mission in Somalia, UN offi-
clals said, reports AFP from UN.

The officer was in stable condition after being wounded in
the left shoulder, a UN said. He was driving a ve-
hicle in Mogadishu with two other observers who were un-
hurt.

The wounded officer was evacuated to Nairob{ for medical
treatment.

UHMmhuﬂtnh-uen‘mnotut over the in-
cident but so far have no information on attac

Iilicfoperlthnlin“r-ndﬁnin:mgcdﬁﬂnﬂja have
been hindered by numerous sniper attacks and ambushes.

Floods kill 11 in Albania: roods kiied

.11 people and left 35,000 homeless in Albania last weck,
Agriculture Minister Rexhep Uka said on Wednesday, reports

"With a harsh winter expected this a terrible blow for the
new Albanian democratic government,” Uka told a news con-
ference.

Most was caused when the Mati River, some 70
kms (45 miles) from the capital, Tirana, burst its banks.

The floods were a cruel blow to Albania, Europe's poorest
country, as it emerges from more than four decades of com-
munist isolation and centralised ment. UKA said
140 houses had been completely , and 40 schools,

hospitals and kindergartens badly damaged.
HK suspends search for crewmen:

Hong Kong r::cue officials on Thursday suspended their
search for three missing crewmen [rom a Chmﬂc military
vessel that capsized W after being rammed by an
unidentified cargo ship, reports

'Thpu-fh&[tyﬂtnyhdyl
is remote,” said Philip Weaver, senfor marine officer with
lHHong Kong's marine department.
But Weaver said Chinese and H
asked local fishermen to continue r the thpee miss-

officers from the Chinese patrol boat Kung Bin 001.
ﬁo olia seeks emergency aid:
Jasray I'nl made a new

Mnnplhn Prime Minister Pun

appeal for emergency aid, saying country needs 20 million
US dollars to make it through the bitter winter, reports
Reuter from Ulan Bator.

"Mo lia is now in its most dilficult stage,”
Reuters late on Wednesday.

He said the cash was desperately needed to pay for im-
ports of petrolcum products from Russia, including heating
oil to fend off nighttime winter temperatures already plung-
ing as low as minus 20 degrees celsius (minus one degree
fahrenheit).

"If fuel is cut, there is that local districts, hospitals
and schools will be prozen, and that would lead to unprece-
dented trouble in the country,” Jasray said.

Quake rocks Indonesia: a: intense
earthquake measuring 5.5 on the Richter scale was recorded
Wednesday near Sulawesi, Indonesia, the Hong Kong
ﬂh-cmtmy reported, says AP from Ho
A short observatory statement said lnll.:? reading of the
rnmrdedltﬂﬂ&pmHmzou g time (1008 GMT),
the epicenter to be t 390 kilometers (248
miles) east-northeast of Manado, Sulawesi.
The observatory has no further details.
The Richter scale is a gauge of the energy released by an
earthquake, as measured by ground motion recorded on a

seismograph.
Pakistan seizes 55 kg heroin :

Jasray told

Pakistan authorities seized 55 kilograms (121 pounds) nf

“fine heroin and arrested two al near
northwestern Peshawar, bordering Alghanistan, officials
sources said , report AFP from Islamabad.

Police, -:ungonlu ofl Wednesday, clumdnrﬂcnpturud

nwhicleinwhichlhedrugmmmhd The two arrested -

arc Pakistani nationals.
During the first six months of this year, 704 kg (1,549
pundﬂ of heroin and 2.2 tonnes of opilum were seized in

Tﬂﬂi factions to end war: me ces o

militias pledged Wednegday to end the
ttn[ thlt has ravaged this central Mﬁm republic for the
past five months, reports AFP from Khod
The heads of the pro-communist Ilhmie armed fac-
tions which have been for power in the former Soviet
republic announced in turn to the parliament gathered in this
northern that they were for peace.
Led by newly elected parliamentary president, former
communist A Rakhmanov, the warlords each said, "We are

all for peace”.

India's troubled Punjab state,

The Akali Dal (M), led by
officer

- Simranjeet Singh Mann, urged
Sikhs to report instances of
police repression in the form
of affidavits and mail them to
its offices in the northern

It mendoned such abuses as
illegal arrests, "fake encoun-

tion of the family assets of Sikh
The aflidavits will be sent to

authorities have .

Clinton in early 19093 “to pruu
him to intervene (to stop) the
inhuman acts of the govern-
ment of India,” the party said
in a statement released in this
Sikh holy city.

It said Sikhs had prayed for
Clinton's victory in the
November US presidential
election, and his
in stopping the "anti-Sikh
icy and murder of humanity lly

government agencies” iIn

" Fhe indian and Punjab siate

governments have dented fre-
quent allegations by human
right activists that security
forces were killing suspects in
cold blood and that they were
innocent ctvillans.

it has dismissed such
charges as propaganda de-
signed Lo demoralise security

forces, and in turn cited ran-
dom kilings and kidnappings
for ransom by Sikh militants,
who are battling for a separate
Sikh homeland.

Meanwhile
Doordarshan
of flak from
in the Lok

PTI adds:
drew a lot
members
Sabha for not
visual of yes-
s boat club organ-
ised by the left parties and
Janata Dal
the matter during
the zero ., the CPM mem-
ber, Basudev Acharya, said
Doordarshan did not show the
huge workers' rally in Delhy,
though it promptly showed the
rally addressed by the Minister
of State for Sports and Youth
Affairs, Mamta Banerjee, at
Calcutta, organised by the West

Bengal unit of the Congress-1.

Acharya was supported by
party colleagues as well as
Janata Dal member, Ram Vilas

Paswan, and the BJP member,
ML Khurna, who all described

the "bilased” coverage of
Doordarshan especially when

npmlthn parties were in-

The Minister of State for
Information and Broadcasting,
Ajit Panja, Mollified the mem-

bers, sayi Doordarshan
"missed it without any bad in- *
tention.”

Panja said there was no in-
terference from him or his
ministry in the episode and
said as soon as he got to know
aflter listening to the Hindi
bulletin, he ordered an inquiry
into the matter and subse:
quently in the English bulletin
it was incorporated in the

LITTLE ROCK: US President-elect Bill Clinton (C) heads for his limousine as he leaves the
Little Rock YMCA November 25 after an early morning workout. Clinton met with US
Senator Lloyd Bentsen D-Tex, November 24 for several hours as part of the transition and

appointment process.

— AFP/UNB photo

headlines itself.

Explaining the reasons for
non-coverage of the Delhi rally,
the minister said the ongoing
work-to-rule by Doordarshan
:mmt?- had affected the
nor and the
Additional Director General
(News) was asked to obtain the
visuals of the rally from private
stringers.

A Caicutta report t
Indian Minister oroﬂll:n:r
Youth Aflairs and Sports
Mamta Banerjee announced
today that she would quit the
federal cabinet to take on the
Marxist-controlled West
Bengal state government.

She made the dramatic an-
nouncement at a rally of some

500,000 su of the rul-
ing Cnnﬂtﬂ]hm here in
the West Bengal state capital.

China protests
French deal
with Taiwan

BEWING, Nov 26: China
protested s to France
Thursday over the reported
sale of Mirage jet fighters lo
Tatwan, saying the deal would
viclate Sino-French agree-
ments and jeopardize China's
security, reports AP.

Vice Foreign Minister Tian
Zengpei summoned French
Ambassador Claude Martin to
lodge the Chinese govern-
ment's "strongest protest” over
the reported deal, Foreign
Ministry spokesman Wu Jian-

min told a weekly news
briefing.

Last week, news ris in
Taipei said Tatwan h:t?:igru:d
contracts with French compa-

nics to buy 60 Mirage 2000-5
jet fighters and 1,800 missiles
worth dirs 2.6 billion. The
French government has re-
fused to confirm or deny the
reports.

30 per cent 1;00:1, medicine stolen

Plan to send UN troops to Somalia

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 26:
The Seecurity Council is laying
plans for ON troops in Somalia
to fight back against warlords
who have stolen up to 80 per
cent of the food an medicine
sent to the starving land, re-
ports AP.

Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali was told
Wednesday to outline how to
protect efforts to savk some 2
milHon Somalis threatened by
famine, said the council presi-
dent, Ambassador Andre Erdos
of Hungary. He said the council
would- consider the plan next
week.

In Washington, the United
States late Wednesday offered
up to 30,000 armed troops to
get food and other aid to thou-
sands of starving people in
Somalia, Bush administration

officials said.

. The ofler _ ]
Acling Se& o
Lawrence S,

Boutros-Ghali.

A UN agency suspended its
relief shipments Wednesday, a
day after gunners in the capi-
tal, Mogadishu, hit one of the
agency's ships with artiflery
fire.

"The feeling is that the
Council decided that the situa-
tion went too far to be toler-
ated, and too far to use the
same practices and methods
that we have used so far,”
Erdos said.

The peacekeepers have
been hampered by orders to
cooperate with "Somali au-
thorities,” but those authorities
are the same warlords who

- stole food and medicine in the

chaos that erupted after
ident Mohammed Siad

. " overthréwn “n

| By UH tstlmatcl some

300,000 Somalis have died. As

thousands more die each

week, an outraged public has
demanded that the Security
Council give’ its forces author-
ity to use force to defend their
mission.

"We need a very concrete
plan of action — how many,
where, what to do, how to re-
formulate our mandate,” Erdos
said.

He said he foresaw "tangible
actions to carry out the UN
assistance to Somalia, and to
restore some kind of normalcy
to that country.”

Erdos seemed to be sug-
gesting the peacekeepers will

“tarian aid

get orders similar to those of
the UN forces in Bosnia — they
can open fire to defend their
mission, not in self-
fence, and not have to co-
operate with local thugs.

"Something that is espe-
cially disturbing is that 70 to
80 per cent of all the humani-
is looted,” Erdos
said.

* About 3,000 UN peace-
keepers are ready to leave for
Somalia, but UN officiais have
not been able to pin down
agreements with Somall war-
lords to get them into the
country, Erdos said. .

About 500 Pakistani UN
troops are already in the

_country, and have secured the

airport.

Sanctions

on Cuba to

promote democracy: US

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 26:
President-elect Clinton be-
Heves tougher sanctions on
Cuba will promote democracy
in the communist country, de-
spite a General Assembly reso-

lution against tightening the

US embargo, reports AP.
The assembly on Tuesday

approved a resolution asking
the United States to repeal a
law extending the US e
on trade with Cuba to include
US subsidiary companies in
other nations.

Many Europgan and Latin

American nations also have
criticized it as excessive pun-

ishment for a country strug-
ling with severe economic
ardship now that its Soviet
block patrons have disap-
peared.
Clinton endorsed the law,
which was drawn up by Dem-

ocrats and passed in Septem-
ber hy two- thlrdu 0 the

Congress,

"He thinks it's important
that we tighten down on the
embargo, isolate Castro so we
can move toward a more
democratic regime in Cuba,”

d Clinton's communications
irector George

Stephanopoulos.

Under the law, subsidiarics
of US companies based abroad
may now be proseculed if they
do business with Cuba, and
ships trading with Cuba are
barred from US ports for six

ths.
rm'?'l’lt main aim of the Cuban

Democracy Act of 1992 is to
hasten the cnd of Fidel
Castro's one-party rule now
that the Cold War's end has left

him increasingly isolated.
The Bush administration,
which :

no r:urn {l(& JH:EE - hﬂd

the UN vote, said Judy Em'lth
deputy-Whitle House press sec-
retary.

Cuba happy over UNGA
decision on US embargo

HAVANA, Nov 26: Cuban
Foreign Minister Ricardo
Alacon Wednesday expressed
"profound satisfaction” over
the UN General Assembly vote
rebuking Washington for a law
seeking to force other nations
to tighten the US embargo on
Havana, reports AFP.

The General Assembly, in a
vole of 59 to three with 71 ab-
stentions Tuesday, rejected
the so-called Torricelli law as

an violation of the principle of

sovereignty and urged member
nations not to enforce it.

The law signed last month
by President George Bush bans
foreign subsidiaries of US cor-
porations from doing business
with Cuba. Several countries
have said they would not en-
force this provision and main-
tain that their own laws take
precedence in governing the
acttvities of US subsidiaries on
their tl:rritnry '

The Torricelli law "is an in-
sult to humanity,” Alcaron told
a news conference.

The foreign minister said
Bush's s of the law was a

way of saying” | give the orders
on your territory.”

Alcaron President-elect
Bill Clinton will inherit a situa-
tion that istboth "a chﬂkz
and an bpportunity” in
tions with Havana and said
Cuba would continue to battle

what he called the "curse" of
the three-decade-old US em-

The Cuban official ridiculed
a recent US decision to confis-
cate Cuban-made ars and
rum that travelers seek to
bring into the United States

for personal use.

"It forces Americans to
smoke poor quality cigars and
revents them from drinking
tter rum that is available on
the US market,” he nl:ld

Internationall——w

Sikhs will seek Clinton's help to
stop human right abuse in Punjab

Indh.ﬂwﬂ

A Sikh political party said to-
day it was petitioning US
President-elect Bill Clinton to

Off the Record

ARLINGTON, Va: Denzel W
role in "Malcolm X", said fascination
mmtibemﬂnn-hm-mmﬂ.

In the year before the Lee film was released
month, clothing em with the single letter "X
proliferated.

"It saddens me to think about how many X' hats are out
there, and nothing between the ears — people
themselves 'Malcolm the 10th’, Washington said
November 27-29 issue of USA weckend

"But awarencss is a 'huﬂ,“ﬂlntﬂhﬂn
will be a nudge, lead to o things, whet peopile's
appetites.”

Washi won an Award for best sup
actor in "Glory.” His other film credits include, "Cry Freedom”
and "Mississippi Masala.”

FUJAIRAH, United Arab Emirates: A policeman has been
sentenced to death for raping his Shri Lankan housemaid, the
first time capital punishment was ordered in such a case in
the United Arab Em!rnten court officials said Wednesday,
rtpﬂﬂlAF

iceman was convicted and sentenced on Tuesday
g Criminal Court, the officials said, refusing to

bt Idcntlﬂed They identified him only by his initials RHS, a
UAE national, and said he is 32 years old.

The court was told that on June 9, 1990, the
wrestled his housemaid, identified by her initials SS, to the

floor and raped her, the officials said.

They would not release other details of the crime or the
trial.

- Capital punishment, carried out .
Al o e AR St eynteen. oot the st by

that was carried out was in li‘?i m:dmgmth:mn_

T?my:saidthllmﬂuhttlmnpuhmmlmhum
‘convicted of rape and the first time a rapist has been
sentenced to death.

LONDON: A puppet representing Queen Elizabeth 1I from
the satirical TV show "Bplttmg Image” browses through
the new "Spitting Image” book "Goodbye" published thll

week and on sale for 2 99 pounds. P/UNB photo

| Nouhak succeeds

BBC Hindi service Khaysone as

gets ABU award

Commons body to investigate Queen's tax- -free status

NEW DELHI, Nov 26: The LONDON, Nov 26: As news- The inquiry move by the The queen has a personal in London; and Holyrood - :;:llllinn E;und- (dirs 14.88 ,;rn“;;. %1?55 Cﬂf;ﬁ:h_f‘; Laotian pl'eSldCﬂt
BBC Hindi service has bagged | papers kept up attacks on the Public Acmunl: Committee fortune variously estimated - House in the Scottish capital éﬂf;}l tLi tﬂ“- ” - me u':“P_?'f_'““ \
this year'’s Asian-Pacific Broad- | queen, a House of Commons Wednesday night follows an from 89 million pounds (dirs Edinburgh. taffw - n ’:‘:“ :::in- mﬂﬂoﬂca‘;‘t‘nnn in the Daily BANGKOK. Nov 26: Two
casting Unfon (ABU) award for | committee has ordered an in- announcement Monday by 135 million) to 6.5 billion Two other chunks t_lf royal 8 rrc::lﬂtl nﬂ'lcfrlen ol du-  Mirror showed massed ranks | hard-line, pro-Vietnamese
its amme on the late | quiry on whether taxpayers get National Heritage Secretary pounds (dirs 9.8 billion). Many real estate — the queen’s coun- E:! uring o of unemployed, bankrupt and | Communist veterans have been
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, | value for money from the way Peter Brooke that his depart- Britons are angry she pays no try estate at Sandringham 95 Aot Jociaias aptais homeless Britons. One tells the | named to the top leadership
reports PTL. Buckingham p.].m and other ment will foot the bill for re- income tax. miles (150 km) northeast of Fodinr: aatd Mot i Kirions h: queen: “Ha:f | say on behalf of | posts of Laos, according to
The prize, announced at the | bits of state-owned royal real pairing fire-damaged Windsor Prince Edward, 28, the London and her holiday castle s I'}I;Ilad & cljtfmh a deal with everyone here, how sorry we media reports made available
20th General Assembly of ABU, | c¢state are run, UNB. Eauptlt lrltrh m E?Dﬂ Bunﬂl::'td of her fnudr :i:hildr:;. Balmoral in ?nrtihicziﬁlt iﬂﬂaﬂd Lh:quun to cut the Civil List all are about your horrible 1 Thursday, says AP,
the body of all Asian a The meanwhile, art ol the castie, - on Tuesday rcjecte emands — are not inclu causc -

' Pacific broadcasters, in B:i‘: reported u‘r!::hra that an- year-old second home of the for her m};i'ﬂ.‘:"jpﬂﬂ of the re- they are part of her privately- and force her to pay income Y€3fy.e Daily Star in a cartoon Nouhak Phoumsavan, who
Indonesia, has been awarded | other all-party Commons body, <queen 20 miles (30 km) west  pair costs, dismissing reports owned possessions. tath : N 4 B showed a poor famil l:: | chaired the National Assembly,
for the p me broadcast | the Public Accounts Commi- of London, was severely dam- that she had 6.5 billion pounds In addition to the gueen's h.: by ik taa Biee Bhating rounded by unpaid telle was named Wednes-
in the carly hours of May 21, | ttee, is to investigate Queen aged by a fire on Friday. (dirs 9.8 billion) as "absolute  private fortune, the royals re- ﬂ ": t-l“i e e eviction notices. The man day to succeed sone
1991, soon after Gandhi was | Elizabeth II's finances and tax- Repairs will reportedly cost crap ceive more than 50 millien m‘“‘h 5; '-:;“I the woman: "It could be worse | Phomvihane, whe d last
assassinated. [ree status. tens of millions of pounds. The Public Accounts pounds (dlrs 76 million) in Tl'.:f’l :d nmbmtqmlnl — you could be the queen.” — Saturday, according to official

The judging panel for the The London tabloid added Brooke's announcement an- Committee has asked the taxpayers’ money from the ““h Eh ‘}:I-Olh. g A London bm‘d'h"t'dm_ Laotian radio.
prize for external broadcast | that Prime Minister John @ered some opposition Labour National Audit Office to carry rnment each year. E‘ :H lmreh:d S Independent, lﬁdﬂ‘h-'ltl;' : Taking over Keysone's other
programmes paid tribute to | Major's Cabinet is also consid- Party legislators. One, Dennis outl the value-for-money in- This includes dirs 44.3 mil- hur::le been rial: "It is obvious cur e Ropteces pie e S s
the speed of reaction, the | ering a separate Inquiry into Skinner, said 90 per cent of quiry. It will cover Buckingham lion last year for the upkeep of l "?:k - The rent style of m'“‘":h,f hl.‘: pll.'l Revolution Party
clarity of the narrative and the List payments of recessfon-hit Britons resent Palace, the queen’s main royal palaces and castles plus i na rtnt:;l :Fn:.urtun unsiable mixture .:nd ¥ Sre iy rsong
balanced, comment on Rajiv | ers' cash voted annually by taxpayers having to pay London tome: Windsor Castle; Chell List_geymienia: Wyt T:nrndqp showing her 0 &  Siorn ’ n:; th-n:lnn who had served as
Gandhf's life and political his- | Parllament to the queen and "I'E: lhuulrl bc made St James' Palace, Kensington een and seven members of u o Bbo £ with Sae opera t has ““f';'.‘ premier. ;
tory. | seven members of her family. 1o pay for it," it,” ‘Skinner said. Palace and Clarence House, all  her family which totaled 9.97 P&WH hep default i not sustainable.



