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Charges against Eliadah

hHIMLﬂ

become an approve was

down by the prosecution side.
Two K other accused, a

another Nigersan Okey Godwin
are still absconding.

Aflter investigation, an
Assistant Commissioner of the
Detective Branch of Police
Sgs dieet agatat. the e

shect against
,Mm to the Chief
Met

itan Magistrate on
July 14.
The m girl who was

-rra packets of heroin
w to Mh from
25 was
as the pm-:lp-l accused
in the case. .
brought against the
acc were under section
19(1) (b of Narcotics Control
Act, 1990. If proved guiity the
accused face death sentence or
life imprisonment as maxi-
mum punll.hmnt under the
Sountry's existing laws.

Under section 338 of
Criminal Procedure Code
(CrPC) Eliadah's advocate Kazi
Abdul Wahab prayed in the
Court yesterday to declare
Eliadah an approver by the
prosecution side so that the
'real culprits’ eould be pun-
ished.

Advocate Wahab said,
"Eliadah was a teenager and a
victim of circumstances... she
disclosed the names of guil

ns to police to uncart
the racket ... if Eliadah fis
made an approver the real cul-
prits can be punished.”

Public  Prosecutor (PP)
Abdur Razzaq differed with
Abdul Wahab saying, "the case
has been investigated and is
ready for trial. At this stage the
necessily is not felt to make
her an approver. Morcover, a
principal accused can never
be an approver”.

Lawyer of Blank:un and

udd Advocate K
I'mzy also uppo.cd the
m to make Eliadah an ap-
m:htrn Advocate Chawdhury
p for time the Second
Additional Sessions Judge
Ansaruddin Sikder stated, ~
am ready to frame the charge
and want to dispose off the

fuse very quickly”.

Later considering the

rm'hulthe

Advocalte
Khorshed Alam a
the Court for the
accused Abdul Qayum and Okey
Godwin as state defence while
another Lawyer of Eliadah
Advocate Kazi Mohammad

Aurangajeb was present.

Hasina's security
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Amu said undér the new ar-
ra t, the wircless sels
by which the security forces
could make direct contact
with the control room of the
Special Branch of Police were
replaced by new wireless sets
of traffic police.

He alleged that the Home
Ministry did not allow the se-
curity forces to acco the
opposition leader during her
tour to Khuilna on November
17.

in

When contacted, the Home
Ministry informed the Awami
League that necessary instruc-
tions were given to the local
administration to arrange se-
curity for Hasina. But there was
no security forces excepting
one security guard when
Hasina landed at Jessore air-
port, Amu alleged. The same
thing was repeated during
Hasina's present tour to
Chittagong, he added.
‘Although the government
Monday said that necessary
instructions were given to
Chi Police Commissio-
ner for providing security for
Hasina, but in reality no
security forces were available

Husband stabs

wife to death

By DMCH Correspondent

A 40-year-old woman was
stabbed to death by her hus-
band on lht: road near
Ahmedabagh Communily
Centre at Sa| ujbagh in the city

Pniine arrested the ‘killer
husband Ratan Sarker, 50, and
detained him in the Sabujbagh

police custody.

Rlce under FFW
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'l'br: wrnmt has also
sel a ratio for distributing rice
in place of wheat for the vari-
ous relief programmes. For
FFW one mt.gr.m of rice will
be provided for one kilogram
of mr::dhr the government

SpONso VGD pro
Pn of ritm

gvtn for every 1.5 kg of wheat,
the donor-supported VGD

rice for 1.5 hgof
all other reliefl pro-

Mthcﬂnmhﬂ‘

issue of the World Food*

's "Bangladesh Food
Forecast” during 1991-92, a
total of 8.34 lakh tons of wheat
was used for the various relief
s. Of which, 5.12
tons was used for FFW,
| 94,000 tons for test relief,
2.04 lakh tons for VGD,
24,000 tons for the gratuitous
relief programmes.
projected wheat re-
quirement for these pro-
gml during the ongoing
cal year is 5.35 lakh tons. Of
which, 3.5 lakh tons is for
FFW, 3,000 tons for test relief,
1.6 lakh tons for VGD, 7,000
tons for gratuitous reliel and
another 9,000 tons for other
ﬂ:lh:l' programmes.

The total percentage of

wheat as part nf all uﬂ'l:n.k:

from government godowns for
the various reliel pr _
sipod at 52.6 per cent in
1991-92 while it is projected
to be 61.1 per cent in 1992-
93.

Observers noted that an-

other probable reason for the

nt move to distribute
rice in place of wheat in vari-
ous relief was be-
cause of a sharp reduction in
food aid this year.

The total amount of food aid
received during 1991-92 was
14.13 lakh tons including
39,300 tons of rice and 13.74
lakh tons of wheat. The largest
donors were the United States
with 5.3 lakh tons and the

World Food Programme(WFP)
with 4.02 lakh tons of wheat.

Food aid commitment for
1992-93 stands at 10.85 lakh
tons. Both the US and the WFP
have cut down on their com-
mitments by 3.2 lakh tons and
2.9 lakh tons respectively.

In a recent move, the gov-
ernment informally ap-

the donors mon-
etizing all food aid. According

to the ministry source, most

Nepal: Common rivers
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harnessing the vast water re-
sources of the common rivers.

Koirala said South Asian dia-
logues initiated at both official
and non-official levels will
eventually prove to be fruitful
and also help overcome the
obstacles in the way of regional
coopcralion.

The Nepalese Prime Minis-
ter was apparently cautious in
talking water issue for an
Indian project at Tanakpur on
the India-Nepal border, which
has already triggered agitation
in the streects and arguments
in the Courts.

The Nepalese government
was accused of giving away

Nepalese territory to India for

the Tanakpur project under a
water accord with New Delhi.

The accord was challenged in
the Nepalese Supreme Court.

About SAARC, Koirala said,
it is to take off with a
new vision backed by consis-
fent political will of the lead-
ership”.

He said "IU's time to move a
little faster” towards h::;i

nisation of economic a

:: laws. Concrete and ex-
tensive cooperation in specific

fields, including joint venture

projects should also begin so

that free flow of goods, capital,

resources and technology

among the member countries
"‘}d be enhanced.

Kofrala was optimistic about
SAARC despite diferences
among the member countries
on bilateral mttcru.d'wrlllh ILII;I

rpower rivalry and the co
\P:nr behind us, there should be
no difficulty in resolving bilat-
eral problems through discus-
sfons”.

According to him, SAARC
can only lay the groundwork
but “for this grand vision to be
translated into reality, it re-
quires common pelitical
commitments, mutual under-
standing. common view of the
future of the region and above
all and mutual trust.”

On relations with Bangla-
desh, Koirala said, "We are very

close to Bangladesh and share

the same ideas and values.” .
The Nepalese Prime Minis- '

ter said he is looking forward

to meet Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia when he comes to
Dhaka for the SAARC summit
December 12-14.
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Cantonment yesterday.
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kram" and the " Bir Pratik” to
six officers and four junior co-
mmissioned officers of Bang-
ladesh Army for their contri-
butions to military activities.

Leader of the Opposition
and Awami League Chiel She-
tkh Hasina, Planning Minister
Zahir Uddin Khan, Mayor of
Chittagong City Corporation
Meer Nasir Uddin, parliament
members, chief of naval staff
Rear Admiral Mohammad Mo-
haiminul Islam, chief of air
stafl Air Vice Marshall Altafl
Hossain Choudhury, high civil
and military officials and local
elite were present on the
occasion.

Earlier,the Prime Minister
reviewed the' smartly turned
out parade and took the salute
at the impressive march past.

On her arrival at the Drill
Square, Begum Zia was re-

ceived by Chief of Army Stafl Lt

General Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan,Chittagong Area
Commander Major General
Mohammad Azizur Rahman
and EBRC Commander Briga-
dier Mohammad Mohsin.

She paid tributes to the
memorics of President Ziaur
Rahman, founder of the regi-
ment late, M A Ghani, late
General M A G Osmani and
late General Khawaja Wasiu-
ddin ler their con utions to

' Govt to modernise army

the growth of East Bengal
Regiment.

She recalled the sacrifices
and glorious role of the mem-
bers of the regiment during
the War of independence. She
prayed for the peace of the
departed souls of those who
embraced martyrdom during
the War of Independence in
1971 including Bir Shreshtha
Sepoy Mostafa Kamal and Bir
Shreshtha Sepoy Hamidur
Rahman.

Begum Zia said the mem-
bers of the East Bengal
Regiment were the f[irst to
take up arms during the War of
Independence.

Describing winnings ol na-
tional standard by any unit as a
rare honour she recalled the
introduction of the system
since the time of Prophet
Mohmmad | SM). The presen-
tation of national standard has
its own tradition and charac-
teristics as it a symbol of in-
dependence and sovereignty,
she said.

She congratulated both the
battalions of East Bengal
Regiment for their glory and
expressed the hope that mem-

bers of both the battalions -

would uphold the confidence
reposed on them by the nation.

She said Prime Minister's
"scholarship fund” had been

| Prl Himlhr Begum Khaleda Zia mlpocung the pnrade of the armed forces at Chlttagong

— PID photo

created in three branches of

the Armed Forces for higher

educatiorr of the meritorious
children of the families of the
armed forces. She said new
pay scale had been imple-
mented.

She said the members of
the Armed Forces had set a
rarc example of sacrifice in
protecting independence and
sovereignty in the hill tracts
arcas.

Referring to the role of the
Armed Forces in international
forums including UNIMOG,
UNTAG, UNICOM and in the
Gull War she said t had
carnced name and fame for the
nation. She stressed the need
for upholding the reputation.

The Prime Minister stre-
ssed the need for collective
efforts for changing the fate ol
the teeming millions with the
restoration of democ . She
said now an opportunity had

becn created for demons-
tration of skill and merit.

Begum Zia said her gov-
ernment was Lrying lo give
democracy an institutional
shape so that an accountable
administration could be dewvel-
oped. She said discipline had
been restored in the financial
scetor through reforms result-
ing in increased internmal re
mur::c mnhilisatinn

We avers' link with
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Cnnmquemly the cloth pro-
duced here is more expensive
for the buyer.

"Our biggest obstacle,”
Grameen's deputy managing
director Khaled Shams points
out, "is that the government
duty structure is biased against
weavers. The terms that apply

to garments should also apply

to weavers. The dut%v on thread
should ideally be lifted alto-
gether.”

Mazharul Karim, Ministry of
Textiles' Joint Secretary and a
former chairman of the
Handloom Board, explains this
puzzling distinction between
duties: "The movement of
cloth is easy to monitor. There
is a bonded warchouse facility.
Thread and other materials are
harder to follow. We cannot so
easily check whether they are
being really re-exported or
simply released in to the local
market.”

The Handloom Board and
the Ministry of Textiles are
presently engaged in talks
with the Export Promotion
Board to create a more

"Arms haul
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the bill of entry to the air-
[reight de nt.

Following the arms recov-
ery, a customs Iinspeclor
Fakhruddin Ahmed lodged a
case with Cantonment police
under Section 19(C) of the
Arms Act and later the charge
of investigation was handed
over to Detective Branch of
Police,
Police.

A police source said that DB
ulTh':iall failed to locate 137/2
Tejkunipara(Tonmoy
Enterprise) and 113 HK Das
Lane (Faisal's address), leading
them to believe that the ad-
dresses were [ictitious.

However no senior DB ofli-
clals were available for com-
ment.

UNB adds : Meanwhile in
the city, a special tribunal
court yesterday convicted a
young man and sentenced him
to 24 years rigorous impris-
onment for possessing unau-
thorised arms.

The accused, Mohammad
Shamim(24), was arrested in
March last from Laikuthl area
in the old city and recovered
from his fon a revolver
and five bullets.

Another special tribunal
court yesterday sentenced
Mukul (35) to 14 years and
Mamun(32) 10 years rigorous

said Cantonment

imprisonment [or possessing
unauthorised arms.
They were arrested in

Dctuher 1990 from Armanitola
Club with one revolver, four
bullets and a dagger.

favourable duly system. The
proposcd solution is to offer
reimbursement of duty when
the cloth is re-exported.
Secretary of the Textile
Ministry Rezaul Hayat com-
ments, “We are totally sup-
portive of the idea. But a duty
drawback [facility must be
worked out.” The drawback [a-
cility will enable the exporter
to reclaim his duty payments.

The three-pronged ap-
proach planned has Grameen
Bank as the intermediary be-
tween the garments manulac-
turer and the weaver. “The
garments people want to work
with the tantis, but the con-
tact has to be made through
somcone,” remarks Shams,
who is the prime actor from
the bank's side.

Buyers will place orders
through the bank, which will
mobilise the workforce in co-
operation with the Handloom
Board. Weavers will not have to
be Gramcen members, but
Yunus admits members will be
given priority. Some 40,000
members are weaver,

The group dealing with the
first order of 100,000 yards is
in Pabna. Most of the weaving
industry is centred in.the
Bogra, Pabna and Tangail areas.
The Handloom Board is also
consulting the Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturers
Association for its involvement.
But initial response has not

Medicine shop
owners observe
strike in Comuilla

From Our Correspondent

COMILILA, Nov 24: Medicine
shop owners observed a dawn
to dusk strike today protesling
seizure of medicines from
shops worth several lakh taka
by the Drug Superintendent of
the district allegedly without
any seizure list.

Bangladesh Chemists and
Drugists Association Comilla
unit called for strike also
protesting cancellation of 23
drug licenses and demanding
withdrawal of recommendation
for cancelling 53 more li-
cences by the former Drug
Superintendent of the district,

The association at a rally
during the strike at the
Shasangachha Badsha Mia
Bazar threatened to go for an
indefinite strike from Novem-
ber 26 if the seized items were
not returned to the drug
stores by 5 pm Wednesday.

The rally demanded with-
drawal of the cancellation
order of 23 drug licenses and
removal of the incumbent Drug
Superintendent Enamul Hug.

garments

been encouraging.
Manufacturers are wary of
the new idea. Says Shams,
“The ball is in their court. We
are willing to take the risk.”
But bureaucratic delays in
actually changing the system

" are not the only hitches facing

the project. Entrenched tradi-
tions and contacts may cause
buyers to stick to the ways. In
addition, duty reimbursement
is a process plastered with
red tape and therefore hardly
conductive to a smooth export
business.

Grameen Bank, however,
believes the market will be
three despite in the initial
complicated methods. "An
enormous demand for hand-
loom is growing,” Shams is
convinced. “This is an envi-
ronment-friendly  producl,
much better than huge textilc
plants polluting the air. Buyer
countries are finterested in
products that are ecologically
sound.” Il the administrative
knots are undone fast enough,
this plan could help save the
weavers' community f[rom ex-
tinction.

Five-party
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tion programme beginning
December 1, the alliance
would organise protest rallies,
demonstrations, including
motivation at village levels and
in the cities.

The Five-Party urged the
government to accept their
demands, for a repeal of black
laws and curbing terrorism
immediately, otherwise, they
would announce their next
course of action on January 24
in a rally in Dhaka.

The Alliance also sup-
ported the December 8 coun-
try-wide day-long hartal and
December 24 demand day
called by the Nirmul Samannye
Committee.

The conference divided
into two sessions, was ad-
dressed by alllance leaders
Khalequzzaman Bhuiyan,
Nirmol Sen, Hassanul Huq Inu,
Amal Sen, AFM Mahbubul Hug,
and Naim Jahangir.

The alllance leaders alle
that the government sided
with the Jammat-Shibir-
Freedom Party and Jubo
Command clique and started
harassing the pro-liberation
forces under the shield of anti-
terrorism laws.

They said that the assailants
of Five-Party leader Rashed
Khan Menon MP were not yet
arrested becausé of reluctance
of the government.

The Alliance leaders also
accused the government of
betraying the joint declaration
made on the eve of Ershad's
fall.

|

|

Mollah dead
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Mosque at Mirpur at 12 noon.

He will h buried at his
family graveyard at Mirpur.

Secretary General of BNP
and LOGRD Minister Abdus
Salam Talukdar, Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Meah,
Food Minister Shamsul Islam,
Women Affairs and Social
Welfare Minister Tariqul Islam,
Jute Minister ASM Hannan
Shah, Commerce Minister MK
Anwar, Mayor of Dhaka City
Mirza Abbas and a large num-
ber of BNP leaders and work-
crs went to Suhraward|
Hospital to have a last ghimpse
of Harun-ur-Rashid Mollah.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas expressed his deep
shock at the death of Mollah.

Iin a condolence message,
President Biswas said that late
Harun-ur-Rashid Mollah was a
dedicated soul and worked for
the welfare of the people and
contributed much in restora-
tion and consolidation of
de in the country.

BNP Chairman and Prime
Minister m Khaleda Zia
and the Party Secretary
General and LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister Abdus
Salam Talukdar yesterday ex-
pressed their profound shock
at the death of Mollah.

They prayed for the peace
of the departed soul and con-
veyed their sympathy to the
bereaved family.

BNP Joint Secretary
General and Works Minister
Rafiqul Islam Mia condoled
the death of Mollah.

He expressed his sympathy

"to the bereaved [amily.

Finance Minister M Saifur
[Rahman also condoled the
Mollah's death.

In his condolence message,
the Finance Minister said
Mollah was endowed with the
qualities of head and heart and
had dedicated himsell to the
cause of the people.

Mostafiz
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the conference and asserted
that the proposed "Dhaka
Declaration” will call for acccl
erating poverty alleviation in
the region.

The heads of state and gov-
ernment of seven South Asian
nations are expected to dis-
cuss expansion of trade in
view of the changed global
scenario— the collapse of
Soviet Union and the creation
of Common Wealth of
Independent States [CIS),
move to further strengthen the
EC and shifting of economic
activities from western Europe
to South Asia.

The Summit is expected to
cndorse “the South Asian
Preferential Trade Agreement
proposcd at the mecting of the
Council ol Ministers.

Scramble
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India’'s Bihar and West Bengal
stalcs and another one was
still persisting over Uttar
Pradesh and adjoining areas,
the Meteorological officials
said.

A trough of low was lying
over the Bay and under its in-
Mluence nearly 20 districts and
thanas on Tuesday experi-
enced cold although the win-
ter has not officially set in.

The winter, predicted to

starl in early November was

delayed by last week's cyclone
and subsequent lows, It would
take a day or two more to have
clear akjﬂ

Met office said that rnjnt'all

was recorded -in Sylhet,
Srimangal, Chandpur, Dhaka,
Barisal, Patuakhali, Jessore,
Chuadanga, Ishurdi, Bogra,
Khulna, Satkhira, Rajshahi,
Madaripur, Feni and Faridpur.
. Temperatures recorded on
Monday in Dhaka, and
Khulna were 16.3, 14.4 and
17.8 degrees Celsius respec-
tively and rose to 18.5, 17.5
and 20 degrees.

Temperature in Chittagong,
however, fell by a degree, the
Met oflice said.

Met office forecast light
rain over the Sylhet region
during the next 24 hours
commencing 6 pm Tuesday
and dry weather was likely
elsewhere over the country.

Rohingyas
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mar official team were pro-
gressing well.

“The talks are being held in
a positive mood,” the official
said speaking on condition he
can not be named.

Bangladesh has so far repa-
triated 216 refugees who have
fled from Arakan to escape
persecution by Myanmar sol-
dl:rn during past one and a

mpltﬂnutm is the out-
come of a Bangladesh-Myan-
n-'li‘lwm signed in April.

process was as
the refugees initially refused to
return home until human
ts condition improves in
ﬁhm and Yangon ml-m
the UNHCR in resettlement of
the returnees.

Resistance also came from a
fmup of anti-repatriation re-
u whom sh au-
thuﬂtlu identi as lerror-
ists. The mastermind of the
anti-repatriation campaign
Nurul Huq Maji was recently
been arrested.
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The Midnight File

Sunken Soviet sub

leaking radiation

WASHINGTON, Nov 24: A nuclear powered

mumhﬂmmhhlﬂhl
begun leaking radiation, and highly toxic

rine that sank off

plutoentum could be-
taken,

gin seeping into the food chain soon uniess action is &

US television news network reported on
scientists sajd in filmed interviews on ABC
worrted about the

were very
Komsomolets, which

fire and sank off Norway in

plutonium

1989, killing 42 sailors, reports Reuter.

79 killed as Tigers,
troops fight

COLOMBO, Nov 24: At lcast 79 Tamil rebels and

ment soldiers were killed in

Lanka after about 300 rebels at

military said.

govern-
fighting in northern Sri
army defence lines, the

Its said the attack on the lddatkadu defences on the Jafina
peninsula lasted for several hours until dawn on Tuesday be-
fore the attackers were beaten off, reports Reuter.

US suspends food
credittom

WASHINGTON, Nov 24:

today suspended Russian I'm 'II.I

credit for

late payment, a department official said, reports Reuter.
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.Ministers at their July meeting

in Colombo.

The other seven areas that
will be dealt with in the
December 6 meeting are:
Education, Rural Development,
Science and Technology,
Sports, Arts and Culture,
Telecommunications, Women
in Development, and Tourism.

The Committee on Sports,
Arts and Culture is to hold
its meeting and scheduled to
sit in Dhaka November 30.

All SAARC activities are fi-
nanced from voluntary contri-
butions of members states.

The Programme Committee
recommendations will be
scrutinized by the Standing
Commiltee, made up of

‘Forcign Secretarfes, that will

hold six sessions in three days
from December 7 to 9.

The Foreign Secretarics
will also deal with the substan-
tive maltters like dralting the
Dhaka Declaration and other
summit agenda, apart from the
administrative busincss.

The top Foreign Ministry
bureaucrats of the seven coun-
tries are expected to finalise
the drafl of the Declaration, to
be formally adopted by the
summiteers, on the second day
of their meeting, December 8.
If this prime job is done on the
day a brief concluding session
will follow the next day.

The standing committee
will put forward its recom-
mendation to the Council of
ministers of which foreign
ministers arc mcmbers.

The Standing Committee
meeting will coincide wilh
that of the SAARC Food
Security Reserve Board.
According to the agreement on
SAARC Food Security Reserve,
the Board, comprising a mem-
ber [rom each member coun-
try, will "revicw and assess the
food situation and prospects in
the region including factors
such as uction, consump-
tion, trade, prices, quality and
stocks of foodgrains.”

It also examines "immediate
short-term, and long-term
policy actions” to ensure

"adequate supplies of basic
food commodities in the re-
gion". The Board sends its rec-
ommendations to the Council

of Ministers.

The food reserve accord
came into force in August
1988 after it was signed dur-
ing the Third Summit in

Kathmandu November 1987. .

The size of the Rescrve stood
at 2.41,680 tonnes in
November ' 1990.

The Council of Ministers
holds its two-day mecting
December 9 and 10 to give fi-
nal touches to all that will
have been readied by the bu-

' SAARC summit

'T'hc ministers u
make minor adjustments to

issucs virtually settled al the
Foreign Secretary level,” said
onc official on the
SAARC's mode of

The heads of statle and
government at their formal
meeting will just give the
stamp of approval to these

", the official said, but
added that many substantive
policy matters will be dis-
cussed and decided at
the informal scssions a
the leaders which will guide
(the) SAARC's [ulure course of
action.”

King Jigme Singhe Wang-
hchuk of Bhutan, President
Ranasinghe Premadasa of Shri
lLanka, President Mamoon
Abdul Gayoom of Maldives,
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao of India, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharil of Pakistan,
Prime Minister Girlfja Prasad
Koirala of Nepal and host
Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia are scheduled to
sit for a three-hour opening
session at 10 December 12
morning. After lunch, they are
likely hold bilateral meetings
where issues other than thosc
in the Summit agenda will be
Lalked.

The summiteers will have
opportunity to discuss Lhe
"substantive matters” d a
five-hour retreat on bo a
vessel on the Buriganga the
next day before they attend a
one-hour concluding session atl
5.30 in the evening.

The concluding session will
formally adopt the Dhaka
Declaration. A joint press
statement will also be issucd
aflter the summit.

Apart from the opening and
concluding sessions of the
summit at the International
Conference Centre, all other
formal meetings will be held at
the Sheraton Hotel where all
the guests including the heads
of state and government will
be staying.

The meetings preceding
the summit will be closcd-door
oncs. However, press briefings
will follow thesc closed-door
mecting cveryday at the media
centre sci up at the Sonargaon
Hotel.

Benazir
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“They (the pwrnmﬂ will
fafl in their own trap', she said,

The opposition leaders
aboard the train are to ad-
dress several gatherings at var-
jous railway-stations, where —
according to official sources —
police are on the alert.

Chronology of events
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Themgtandlng Committee be-
gins its formal session at 10
and, after lunch, sits again
at 3 in the alternoon.

Host Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman accords a recep-
tion to his counterparts in
the evening.

Dec 8: Two formal sessions of
the Standing Committee.
Dec 9: Two formal sessions
and the Standing
Committee ends its three-

day meeting.

Foreign Ministers arrive.

Dec 10: The Council of
Ministers begins its two-day
meeting at 10 in the morn-
ing. Another session in the
afternoon.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman hosts a
dinner for his

. guests.
A cultural show for the FMs

follows at the
Memorial Hall.

Osmany

Dee 11 : A very short conclud-
ing session of the Minisicrs
in the morning. Muslim
guests ofler Friday praycrs
at Baitul Mukarram Mosque,

The heads of state and gov-

ernment arrive.

Dec 12: The seventh SAARC
Summit opens at 10 in the
morning at the
International Confeérénce
Centre. The three-hour ple-
nary session ends at 1.00
pm.

Summit ceremonials begin at
9:256 in the morning,

After lunch, they hold bilater-

als.

night, Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia hosts a

banquet in honour of the

heads of state and govern-
menil.

Al

Dec 13: River cruise on board
a VVIP vessel ostrich on the
Buriganga. Begins at 9:30am
and ends at 2:30 pm.

Summiteers prepare for the
briefl eoncluding session at



