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Achieved Resuits/Outiook : No
progress 50 lar in this fleld unless the
adequate institutional support s
avadatie

C) Rural infrastructure

w
RDP-6 : INFRASTRUCTURE OLD

DMAKA DISTRICT "MANIKGANJ
DISTRICT' (RDPIM)
General Objectives : With the

construction of durable all-weather
feeder roads. the project eslablishes
links between seven upgraded growth
centrés n theé rural areas and upazila
headquarters. Thereby, the flow of
production inputs, goods and services
in and o of the growth cenires Is
facilitated which ultimately boos!
agricultural production ’
Responsible Institutions : Ministry
of Local Government, Rural
Development & Cooperatives, SDC.
Loéafion : Manikgan| District

Duration : 1989/90 10 1992/93
Financement : GOB Tk 46 6 mio,
SDC Tk 171 .4 mio.

Achieved Results/Outlook : To
improve. and develop seven growth
centres and construct about 60 km of
feeder roads; 10 develop a rural road
maintenance policy 1o guarantee the
maintenance of the built roads on a
long-term basis. The success of this
objective will be crucial for the

extension of the Project.
RDP-7 RURAL ROADS AND

MARKET

IMPROVEMENT AND
MAINTENANCE PROJECT
(RRMIMP)

General Objectives : To promote
rural development dhrough the
reconstruction, upgrading and

maintenance of feeder roads and
markets: 1o implement cost effective and
institutionalized maintenance strategies

and policies.
Responsible Institutions : Ministry
of Local Governmenit, Rural

Development & Cooperatives, World
Bank; KfW: SDC.

Location : Old Bogra,
Rajshahi District.

Duration ; 1988 to 1995
Financement : GOB US § 10 mio,
Upazilas US $ 3.2 mio, WB US $§62.3,
KIWUS $§ 14.2. SDC US § 9.1 mio.
Achieved Resuits/Outiock : To
improve and develop 65 growth centres
and construct about S00 km of feeder
roads; to develop a rural road
mamienance policy 1o guarantee assure
the maintenance of the built roads on a
long-term basis.

Pabna,

SOCIO-ECONOMIC MONITO-
RING AND EVALUATION (SEME)

General Objectives : To develop a
socio-economi¢ monitoring and
evaluation system for the above
mentioned rural infrastructure' projects
(RDPIM and RRMIMP) .

Responsible Institutions : Minisiry
of Local Government, Rural

Development & Cooperatives: World
Bank: KfW, SDC. ]
Location : Manikganj,. Old Bogra.
Duration : 1968 1o 1995

. Financement : SDC Sir. 1.6 mio.

1992
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SDC'S PROGRAMME IN BANGLADESH

Achieved Resulls/Outlook : The
SEME will contribute to both the
improvement of the monitoring and
evaluation of the projects by including
the software aspects and to the
restructuring of the nalional
mainienance policies for ryral roads
and growth cenires, prov that the
GOB (LGO/LGEB) will accept is
institutional inegration.

D) Health and Education

ICDDR,B — INTERNATIONAL CE-

NTRE FOR DIARRHOEAL Dis-
EASE RESEARCH, BANGLADESH

General Objectives : To undertake
and promote studies, research and
dissemination of knowledge o!
diarrhoeal diseases and directly related
subjects of nutrition and fertility.
Responsible Institutions
International Organisation, co-operates
with WHO, National Research Institutes
and Ministry of Health.

Location : Dhaka, Matlab.

Duration : Since 1980.

Financement : SDC Sfr. 3.8 mio (25%
of total budget).

Achieved Results/Outioock
Internationally recognized results for

low -cos! treatment of diarrhoea

CHILD SURVIVAL PROGRAMME

(BRAC)

General Objectives: Supplement the
government health care to reduce
malernal. infant and child mortality with
'wo major projects. Oral Therapy,
immunization and Vitamin A and
Primary Health Care,

Responsible Institutions: Minisiry of
Health & Family Planning, BRAC,
Location: Rajshahi, Khulna, Dhaka
and Chittagong Divisions.

Duration: Since 1986; 1988-1990.
Financement: SDC Tk 61.7 mio (Total
Tk 185.2 mio).

Achieved Results/Outicok:
Capability of the rural people to manage
their own health care improved; by mid
‘90 taught 13 million household the
preparation of ORS. Successor project
Women Health and Development
Programme submitted for funding

RURAL FAMILY AND CHILD
WELFARE PROJECT

General Objectives: To improve the

socio-economic conditions of poor rural

SWI

lamilies through different components in
the socio-economic and heaith secior
Responsible Institutions:
Department of Social Welfare, Enfants
du Monde (EDM).

Location: 46 upazilas in the whole
country .

Duration: Since 1972: 1990—1002_
Financement: SDC Sir 4.5 mio.
Achieved Resuits/Outiook: Good
response in all components; approved
by GOB to extend cooperation and
expand (o another 276 villages in 46

upazias.

UNDERPRIVILEGED CHILD-
REN'S EDUCATION PROGRA-
MMES (UCEP)

General Objectives: To offer
specially designed educational and
vocational training programmes for
urban working children.

Responsible Institutions: UCEP,
SDC.

Location: Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna.
Duration: Since BO's, 1990-1994,
Financement: SDC Sfr 3.8 mio,
DANIDA, NORAD, SKIP, EDM, ODA
SCFUK].

Achieved Results/Outicok:
Succeeded in extending education to
street children and giving professional
skills for self employment

Direct Democracy
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of the public with an opportu-
nity to influence political deci-
sion-making - at the highest
level. Introduced in 1891, this
right is especially appreciated
by the various group
ganisations belonging to the
traditional political sceéne.
However it is limited to modi-
fications in the federal consti-
tution. The actual laws of the
confederation can be chal-
lenged through a diflerent
kind of initiative, the optional
relerendum:  when 50,000
Swiss citizens demand that a
law approved by parliament be
submitted to a nationwide vote.
The very possibility of such a
volc can have a restraining in-
lluence on the legislative pro-
cess.

All constitutional changes
approved by parliament are au-
tomatically submitted (o the
tlectorate. This is the fixed
procedure for a compulsory
referendum. :

¥
The People as the
Opposition
The compulsory referen-
dum, the optional referendum
(also called a legislative refor-
endum) and the people's ini-
tiative [also reflerred to as a
constlitlutional injtiative) are
the main elements of what is
known as "direct democracy”.
The cantons and communes
arc also subject to these

s and or- .

democratic instruments,
somctimes in more [ar-reach-
ing ways. For example, there is
no federal equivalent of the fi-
nancial referendum, in which
all decisions relating to public
expenditure above a certain
amount must be put to the
electorate,

Many decisions by govern-
ment and parliament are not

linal, and have to be ratified by .

the people.

Switzerland's {our main
parties have shared govern-
mental power since 1959, and
in a way, the people have as--
sumed the role of an opposi-
tion. They can influence mat-
ters thanks to the system of
direct democracy,

But there is a question
mark over the future of these
deep-rooted rights in the po-
litical system ol Switzerland.

Is Switzerland a Model
Democracy?

There is no doubt that the
Swiss public's right of partici-
pation in running the country’s
aflairs is highly-developed. But
it would be wrong to think that
Swiss democracy is perfect.
One of Switzerland's leading
political scientists. Professor
Woll Linder, has even queried
whether "the instruments of
direct democracy (referendum
and initiative) give the people
more influence than . they
would have under a system eof
adversarial politics. with

e

power alternating between a
majority and the opposition.
"(Neue Zurcher Zeitung,
13.2.90] A great many pcople
do not bother to vote, which
casts doubt on the true eflec-
tiveness of the exercise. Since
the. end of the Second World
War, voter participation has
been falling steadily, and the
current average is below 40
per cent. The reasons for this
abstentionism are many... gen-
eral disinterest, hostility to the
whole idea, bewilderment at
the complexity of the issue in-
volved, and apathy caused by
being required to vote so often.
Another problem is that fi-
nancial resources have become
an important [actor in some of
the votes, A small committec
with limited lunds can find it-
self at a disadvantage when
campaigning for an initiative il
millions of francs are being
spent on opposing il by, for
example, an organisation rep-
resenting major business or
industrial interests. "The opin-
ion-makers manage lo make
ordinary people believe that a
tax on huge amounts of moncy
will also apply to them, and
that banking secrecy is to the
advantage of everyone,” says
the legal specialist and liberal,
Jean-Francois Aubert. Other
politically-minded observers
have used the words "bought
citizens”. They speak of a
democracy in which there is a
conflict between [ree speech
and the cconomic power ol

special interest groups.
SDA /Swiss News Agency

Our warmest felicitations on
the occasion of the

“Swiss Confederation Day”
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Polymax International

Trading World Wide

Hadi Mansion (7th Floor), 2, Dilkusha Commercial Area
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.

Phone No : 251647, 257920. Fax No - B&()-2-833664.
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occasion of the
Swiss Confederation Day’”

Bringing Research to life

‘Sandoz Pharma Ltd

Basel, Switzerland

Sole Agent and Distributor :

TRANSCOM LIMITED

62, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh,
Phone : 232906, 231068, 231065,
Fax No : 880-2-863591, Telex : 675672 THL B]

BRANCHES : CHITTAGONG, BOGRA, KHULNA, BARISAL, SYLHET, MYMENSINGH, COMILLA, RAJSHAH

A farmer’'s happiness lies

Pesticides protect crop yields. Its proper use is a necessity for
safe-guarding crops from pests - insects, diseases and weeds. Only then,
our country's goal of self reliance in food production can be attained.

Ciba has been rendering products and services of crop protection for the
last three decades in Bangladesh. g

Each of Ciba's crop protection products undergo over eight to ten years
of research to determine benefits over risks to humans, fauna and the

environment. Only after satisfying the most stringent requirements a
product is rel for use.

Judicious use of

popular Ciba pesticides result in safeguarding crop
yields- reflected in . o . "

the farmer's smile.

Ciba in Agriculture
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