WATCHES: Switzerland and watches — these two terms have been linked for 400 years.
After the whittling-down process in the 1970s — between 1970-85 the number of jobs was cut
from 90,000 to 30,000 as a result of technological change — the Swiss watch industry is again
on a firmer footing.

Photo: Chronometrie Beyer is the oldest watch shop in Switzerland (founded in 1760): it also
houses a watch and clock museum. -
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Jeets, that are also quite suc-
cessful — Enfants du Monde,
and others. We would not say

cessful, but have done a good
job in the wvil on latrines
and sanitation. have made
a mark also in their health
project.

On the other hand we are
irying to erganise markets.
There is a project called
Songorip — which s the suc-
cessor of another project
called 'Bagerap’, where we are
constructing, rchabilitating,
godowns, which was of course
meant for grain storage. We
are also developing markets
including roads.

These are all ficlds where
wo can be very successful. We

tend to have p s where
we can really go to the
beneficiary.

We are trained to very
very close to the And

all these projects | have men-
tioned — sanitation, markets,
godowns — they are easy pro-
jects and good projects in a
scnsc that peo can be the
beneficiaries alone and there
they can lake the direct advan-

Direct Democracy : The Basis of Political Life

N November 1989, the

people of Switzerland

went to the polls to vote
on an issue which-had aroused
great interest abroad: a
proposal to abolish the army,
an institution at the very heart
ol Swiss independence. It was
rejected by a clear majority,
64.4 per cent. But the size of
the anti-army vote, 35.6 per
cent, was much higher than
expected, and came as a shock
to the army's high command,
to the government, and to
many members of the public.

[fow is 1t that such an
important issue is decided by
the people?

In Switzerland, 100,000 ci-
tizens can request a change in
the federal constitution by
means of what is called a peo-
ple's initiative. In this particu-
lar instance, pacifist and left-
wing organisations joined the
Movement for a Switzerland
Without an Army to launch an

inftiative in March 1985. They

wanted the following text to be
incorporated into the federal
constitution: "Switzerland does
not have an army. The
Confederation. the cantons,
the communes and private in-

dividuails or groups are forbid-

den to form or maintain com-
bat forces. A global peace pol-
icy helps those secking sell-
determination and reinforces
international solidarity.”

The organisers ol the initia-
tive had 18 months in which
to collect 100,000 signatures.
In public squares, on sireet
corners, in clubs and organisa-
tions, at places of work and in
the universities — signatures
were collected everywhere. By
September 1986, before the
deadline expired, hundreds of
pages conltaining 112,821 sig-
natures were handed in at the
Federal Chancellery. After
checking, the chancellery de-
clared 111,300 of them to be
valid: a request from the pco-
plc was thus ratified.

What the Government

Can Do, and What it Can't

The ball was then in the
court of the mment and
parliament. Both can express
an opinion and recommend
acceptance or, as is more often
the case, rejection of the peo-
ple’'s initiative. Both can also
concoct a counter-proposal, il
for example they agree with
the aim of the initiative, but
not the proposed means -of

achieving it. However ncither
government nor parliament
can quash an initiative. It can
only be withdrawn by its spon-
sors, and il this is not the case,
Lhe issue is then put to vole. As
with all constitutional changes,
the acceptance of an initiative

requires a double majority: of

voters throughout Switzerland,
and a majority of the cantons.
In the example we have
taken, governmen!t and par-
ltament made a strong call for
rejection of the initiative. Also,
during the campaigning which
led up to the vote, all the ar-
guments for and against were
raised and discussed in the
media and at public meetings.
The initiative's organisers
maintained that Switzerland
could never survive an armed
conflict in present-day Europc.
They argued that the real
threal to Switzerland came
from environmental pollution
and under-development in the
third world. They said Lhat
money spent on arms would be
better spent on these prob-
lems and on furthering a global
pecace police. For their part,
the initiative's opponcnts
maintained that an intlerna-
tional crists could artsc at any

time, and Switzerland only
needed to maintain a purely
defensive army. They said
ncutrality implied a duty of
sell-defence. Another of their
arguments WaSs that
Switzerland already pursued an
active peacc policy, in which
the army pla{cd a role.

The pcople’s initiative was
rejected, and the Swiss army
still exists, but for at least
three reasons it was a worth-
while exercise. In the first
place, the initiative served the
cause ol democracy, because |l
led 10 wide-ranging and pro-
found discussion of an impor-
tant {ssue involving the statc.
Sccondly, it was an opportu-
nity to test the nation's pulse,
and get some idea of what
pcople feel about the army.
Thirdly, this major sounding of
public opinion has led to re-
forms in the military estab-
lishment.,

Constitutional Initiative
and Legislative
Referendum

Swilzerland’'s most impas-
sioned voling campaigns are
reserved for people's initia-
tives. They provide members

Conlinued on Page 11
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under water. Stop leakage of pipes, tanks and container without emptying the system. Can combine permanently

any metal, non-metal within 3-4 minutes by DURMETAL RAPID and 3-4 hours by DURMETAL STANDARD.

Safe time and man hour. Use DURMETAL.
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Possibility of a New Export Market in Switzerland

#s are wp. It will even be
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the areas we should concen- lation — lke health, sanitation. And to create the be
education of course, will be :-ril-rthtw::
say the harder. develop . This s also a
to con- in the southern part of kind of tlon. depending
on, the arcas India they are very successiul on mentality. People have 10
e which l“:"ltﬂa'ﬁimﬁyf the ::hmm]; Kerala, t:z sce what arc the long term
: s of course, cent -
commitment to Bangladesh g} uld be the first answer o  cation for both per e prospects and possibilities
and we have 1o stabflize it first. v stion. There are . Threatening with a hartal for
st your quc obwvi male. And there a big family
C s M"m“ are very old 44 problems ltke — question means three children. It s he smallest would be
Lty "t "‘;_""m"“"hn:' of the boom. Duc to  deep in the mind of the peo- €7y difficult for developing
:';d'::: by “'"'h y, he kmited size of the country, ple. It is something absolutely the country
mnnm:l:rnlh:n:hu‘;f i l:!l:::‘ul'l Andhl "‘“;ﬂhm*hh‘ DS: Thank you Mr Amba
exampl¢ — sanitation is one of r:"'jl lamily and cducate them ssador for sparing your fime
them, because there is no di- think 1t s of being taken  properly. Jor us.

reet profit. You need some
kind of linancial support for
their extension. We are not
thinking of extending in the
nuar future and getting new

projocls.

DS:

You are Swiss

Ambassador to India accred-
ited to Bangladesh. Are you ac
credited to any other country
in this region?

JPZ: Yes, | am accrediled 0
Ncepal and Bhutan. '

DS: Se. since you are cover

ing

an important

part of

SAARC — what are the Swiss

views of improving develop
ment in this region?

JPZ: | would

say, we are en-

couraging SAARC very much,
Because the problems which
you have in one counlry are

similar to problems you

have in another country. Of
course, the problems Nepal is

faci
exactly

at the moment are not
the same as Bangladesh

is facing — but they are not
unrelated. For example the
question of deforestation ol the
Himalaya, has a direct impact
on the situation in Bangladcsh.

SAARC (s a natural body

where
should start coo
Lhe approach which is followed
| by SAARC to go on progres-
sively to create an interest
zone of cooperation is an in-
teresling conceptl. On our side|
we also developed organiza-

all these countrics
perating. And

tions which have a similar
concept.

For instance, we are co-fi-

nancing with the German and
with the member countries:

but the biggest

rt of the fi-

nancing comes {from the new
biggest countries. An organiza-
lion in Nepal is specialising

with

the problems of the

Himalayan countries. India is a
member country, Nepal is a

Our heartiest felicitations on the
occasion of the

"owiss Confederation Day"

We represents M /S PAUL REINHART AG of Switzerland
for Raw cotton of all growth

AND
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protect your interests.
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