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_[gte_[vicw:u with the Swiss Ambassador

Possibility of a New Export
Market in Switzerland

Being Ambassador to a country is not easy: being Ambassador 10 four must be quite a juggling act. His Excellency
Ambassador Jean-Pierre Zehnder of Switzerland is accredited to India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal In the
region since 1989, Mr. Zehnder lives in New Delhi and divides the rest of his time between the nations he is re

sponsible for

Bangladesh was recently on his travel itinerary. During his brief halt, Mr. Zehnder spared some time for a talk with
The Daily Star Feature Writer Rahat Fahmida.
Though the snow-capped security of Switzerland seems far from the setting up of treadle pumps in Bangladesh, re-
lations between the two countries have always been co-operative
Switzerland was among the first countries of the world to recognize independent Bangladesh. Swiss assistance in
tinancial and technical terms over the past twenty years has been steadily increasing.
Aparn from discussing several development issues, the Ambassador spoke of the new possibilities in the export
market. Textiles and garments, in his opinion, are areas which Bangladesh manufacturers should concentrate on

The My Star [DS) : About
Swiss-Bangladesh cooperation,
what do you think is the pre-
sent state of affairs ?

Ambassador Jean-Pierre
Zehnder WPZ) : What we are
looking at now, in the present
cooperation is to have some
kind of a stabilisation in the
areas of our cooperation. We
have increased our commit-
ment in the last few years ex-

. And we are trained
to stabilise for a total amount
of something between 24 to 25
million Swiss [rancs, which
makes about US 8 18 million
per year, we really hope that
we will be able to maintain this
amount. We have to face diffi-
culty at home, because the
ceconomic sftuation in Western
Europe and of the Western
economy is very bad. We had to
face a very severe fiscal
deficit. So eur pro had
to go through dilferent exer-
cises. We had 10 start cuttic
defence spending and alm
spending ~in - different - min-
istries, one of the ministries.

So [ar, the development al-
location has not been touched.
But quite recently new figures
have been published, to show
that fiscal deficit.is higher
than expected. Measures
would have to be taken to cut
expenditures across the board,
that will include development
expenditure, development
budget. Now, this is a kind of
situation not just existing in
Switzerland. Most  of the
Western countries are facing
the same situation. In the

worst case, this will mean that
also a reduction, but this re-

duction is over the board re-
duction.

DS : Which are the areas
where cooperation could be
Jurther improved?

JPZ : Well, we would like
to improve the present coop-
eration. And we are not think-
ing of new exercises, we are
not thinking of new projects at
the moment, | think we are al-
ready deeply involved, — we
have committed last year about
25 million Swiss francs,
which is almost US $ 30 mil-
lion. So this will be for the

Ambassador Zean- P‘larre Zehnder

next years and we have plenty
of commitment .in the pipe
line. We have areas of activities
and we think of stabilising and
developing these areas, not en-
tering new fields of activities.
We have four main sectors of
activities — agricultural and
food security, small and cot-
tage industry, rural infrastruc-
ture and health, and human
development. These are the
four main areas of activities of
Swiss Development Coope-
ration in Bangladesh. DBang-
ladesh is among what we call

]

the priority countries. Rather
than to have too many
countries where Swiss
Development Corporation is
active, we try to concentrate in
just a few countries — which
we call priority countries.
Bangladesh is one of them, and
then we have India, Nepal, a
few Alrican countries, but
there are several other coun-
tries where we just have noth-
ing in terms of development
cooperation. | used to serve in
an Alfrican country .before,
where we just had nothing.

DS: What is the possibility of
increasing trade and com-
merce between our two coun-
tries 7

JPZ : | do nol speak of in-
creasing the trade between
Switzerland and Bangladesh.
This is of lesser interest o

you, you are more interested in

investments. But | also draw
the attention tloday of the
members of the government |
saw to [hec poss cs ol
take

of the very liberal import pol-
icy we have. Regarding gar-

ments and so on, we have no

quotas for imports from devel-

oping countries, contrary to
several other developed coun-

Lries.,

So, il you go to Switzerland
you will find a lot of textilcs
coming [rom developing coun-
tries and | heard from Mr
Albert Mehr (who is the
Charge d' Alfflaires hecre) of
Bangladeshis who started cx-
porting garments to
Switzerland, to companies
which are of big name.

So there are possibilities.
And these possibilitics have to
be Ilooked wup by the
Bangladeshi exporters, for
choosing the Lype of items.
They have to choose the right
goods, quality wise it has to be
of the highest standard, Swiss

N almost 20 years of cooperation with Banglade

' Swiss Devlpt Ctln(SDC

big challenge lics ahead: 15 millions of latrines have to be

the Swiss Development Coo-
pcration (SDC), believes that
for Bangladesh's economic

has gained some expe-rience worth Ihn.ring with nlhq:ra
to be known by a broader audience.

There is no doubt that Bangladesh needs productive jobs
and economic growth. Without growth, Bangladesh will never
be able to feed its fast growing population. For the rmntnt
some has been achieved in agriculture. In a few yea
Bangladesh has almost reached sell sufficiency in food gmln
production. SDC has supported this agﬂcu[tur: growth
through some very interesting projects: the 'Grain-Siorage-
and-Credit Project’ SHOGORIP {s ready for expansion, as well
as the Village Forestry Programme’' which has a homestead
component and also an approach lo plant suitable trees as in
the rice-fields. One of the major impacts on growth with
equity comes from the SDC-supported 'Manual Irrigation
Project’, consisting of a miracle pump for small and marginal
larmers: more than 500,000 Treadle Pumps generate a value
added which is four times higher than the value added by the
garment industry.

A tremendous success, however, was achfeved in rural
water supply, where SDC is supporting a nationwide
DPHE/UNICEF programme with DANIDA. Twenty years ago,
people in Bangladesh preferred water from the pond, as it
was considered to be more ‘tasty’; today, even the water-
selling kids on the ferries advertise their water as 'tubewell
waltcr,

Sanitation is a topic where the success is still to come:
Only 10% of the pﬂputaiinn have access to a hygirmic latrine.
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P)r. Peter Arnold, head of

districts of the country so that
more farmers could profit

pruduc:ﬂ -nd sold. SDC has accepted this challenge and is

willing

to tackle the problem jointly with the Government of

Bangladesh (DPHE nnd other agencies), with UNICEF and
DANIDA, with the private producers of latrines, and with the

NGOs. A big task.

The fight against diarrhoea has been a focus of the SDC
programme for a long time. After the ICDDR, B has

discovered and

tested

(with SDC

support) the Oral

Rehydration Therapy, BRAC spread that knowledge to all the
villages in Bangladesh with the SDC/UNICEF and SIDA-
supported OTEP progrumme (Oral Rehydration Therapy).

Whether access o clean waler,

health education,

knowledge about oral rehydration therapy or sanitation, none
of these activities are directly generating economic

growth,
But they are a precondition for it: health is development and
not charity. Ar® unhealthy population consumes too many

resources for re

more children under five than a

production mhf:r than invest them into
growth. Every day,

29,000 tons of human faeces — equivalent
to around 6,000 truckloads — are released in an unhygienic
way and represent a serious health hazard. Diarrhoea kills

ny other discase. There is a

long battle to fight for dilﬂ:minntin; hygienic latrines in the

whole country.
Dr Urs Heierli

Head Swiss Dﬁaelopmt Coopemunn

the project,
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Bangladesh N eeds its Own
velopment Model: SDC Chzef

Qur Staff Correspondent from it.
By Explaining the

SDC chiel Dr
Arnold said that SHOGORI™s
_—
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main focus was to provide
credil to the farmers so that
they could sustain the period
in which their products were
in store.

Risk was almost nil and re-
covery rat¢ was near 100 per
cent as the grain served as col-
lateral, e said. :

So far, unused ment
[ood stores have been taken
over for use while jsome new
oncs would be constructed at
the places where there is no
governmenti godown.

Some 500 farmers would be
directly benefitted from each
of the godown, Dr. Arnold said.

He said that till June 1997,
around 80 would be
brought under SHOGORIP. In
the next 10 years, 200
godowns would benefit an
estimated 80,000 to 100,000
small and medium farmers.

The SHOGORIP godowns
would be installed in areas of
specific cropping pattern, like
the rice and wheat producing
districts.

However, minor ‘crops like
mustard and seasame would
also be brought under the pro-

A SHOGORIP godown at Badmkhﬂh in Gmbandhn
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.there’s a“big world
waiting for you!

NESPRAY is rtal full cream cow's milk with added

vitamins to give your child the nourishment he
Rich,
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' market is a very difllicult mar-

ket. This is because there is
competition, particularly once
you get into the Swiss market
you have to make a very god
position,

DS : So what products do
you think Bangladesh can mar-
kel to Switzerland?

JPZ : 1 would say, probably
those kind of products which
arc usually imported from this
part of the world. Like gar-
ments, textiles: it could be
anything that of man-made fi-
bre. Products where. man
power plays a very important
role. Cost of the man-power is
very important factor to be
considered. Bangladesh man-
power is considered a good
man-power, as [ar as product
viability is concerned. They are
trying.

Of course, it is diffieult to
start with more elaborate and
sophisticated goods. Decausd
there i{s coOmpetition for tLhis
type, from other developing
countries. Bangladesh is not in
a position to compete with
countries like — South Korea,
Taiwan, the Philippines. So, it
is better for Bangladesh to
start with simpler products.
One has to start somewhere.

DS : In which areas do you
think Swiss aid and ra-
tion have been most valuable ?

JPZ : This is rather a difli-
cult question to answer. There
are certainly some which are
particularly successful. For ex-
ample — we are assisting an
institution who are introducing
the treadle pumps in the
country. And | must say the
success s incredible. They
started by producing about
60,000 pumps last year. This
year around 130,000 will be
sold and in 10 years a figure of
500,000 is expected.

hl. don’'t know _:_L{nu realise
what it means. sSC pumps
nre w,ry lll'?!';lc they are very
heap, lhey give the privilege

I.n the share croppers to pump

growth, a development model
of its own has to be worked
out.

The highly capital intensive
industrialised model of old
Europe would not augury well
lo this land of fast growing
population, he says.

SHOGORIP (Shoshyo-
Gudam-Rin-Prokolpo — grain
storage and credit project)
project is one which has been
developed keeping in mind
the challenge of economic
growth of Ba esh.

SHOGORIP is a joint ven-
ture of the Ministry of
Agriculture and the Swiss
Government which has been
designed to improve the situa-
tion of the small and medium
[armers and sharecroppers bv

allowing them to store their
fra ter h t and t ;
e then-with oredit; scinas a) Polycotton SA, Geneva, Switzerland.
the stored products, from b) Barnett Cotton Campany,
: Texas, USA

The project began as a pilot C) Mahmood (Pvt) Ltd., Karachi, Pakistan.
project called BASWAP d) C | Prod & Fib U Eond UK
(Bangladesh-Swiss Agricultural eneral I'roduce lores Ltd, London, :
Project) in 1978, The godowns
were constructed in Dinajpur, || Spﬂl’tﬂ Goods. |
Rangpur, Nilphamari, Panc- -
hagar and Manikganj districts. a) CAS rts, Sialkot, Pakistan.
Wl E;Sgﬁngf;:m;a: b) Newbery Mansha (Pvt) Ltd,
decided to spread the model | Slalkﬂt akistan. !I
to the other cereal Prgducing CJ (.hlﬂnghﬂn Enterprlﬁe Cn Ltd
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with their feet, which is in a
way casier. Because you will get
land which until not was never
irrigated.

| visited to a place, not far
away [rom Dhaka, just a few
days ago, a part of the country
which is drier than the rest
and needs frrigation and with
these very simple pumps they
can casily irrigate the land.
This pump needs no engine,
they can easfly be operated, |
wouldn't say mmlgcbut just
by foot. And it is definitely a
big success. It is a very simple
investment,

|
There are also nlhﬂcrrm l A
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Hearty felicitations to the Government and
the friendly people of Switzerland

on the occasion of the

Swiss Confederation Day

“Qualicot” The Cotton and Sports People :

Agents for :

Raw Cotton.

Taipei, Taiwan.
(Producer of World famous VANS Rackets).

For Your Enquiries :

Qualicot International Ltd.

Cable : QUALICOT, Tlx : 671002 COTO

150, Motijheel Comm. Area,
“Nahar Mansion” 3rd & 4th Floor

Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
BJ, Phones : 250137, 231721,

After Office - 891298, 814093, 319354, Fax : 880-2-893101
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