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10 pc of population flee Bhutan to escape violence

Sino-British
row over HK

democratisation

HONG KONG, Nov 23: China
will negotiate no further with
Britain unless Hong Kong
Governor Chris Patten gives up

his pro for wider
democratisation in Kong,
a top official was today
as saying AFP,

Lu Ping, of the Hong
Kong and Macau Affairs

Department of the Chinese
State Council, told a visiting

deicgation from the new Hong
Kong alllance party in Betjing
late Sunday that abandening
the was a prerequi
ﬂhtm*mudtllhhﬂmn
London and Befjing. the semi-
official China news serviec

said.

The talks must be held in
the spirit of the 1984 agree-
ment under which Britain will

return Hong Kong to Chincsc
rule In 1997,

BRIEEFLY

BIRTAMOD, Nepal, Nov 23:
‘More than 70,000 peoplc who
claim to be citizens of Bhutan
— 10 per cent of the tiny
Kingdom's population — have
flooded inte eastern Nepal
ref camps in recent
m:'t:. fleeing alleged vio-
lence and threats from their
government, reports AFP.

Some claimed their local
lulhnﬂli:-l threatened they
would be beaten or even killed.
Almost all said they had fled in
fear for their lives.

At Timai refugee camp, San
Man Gurung. a 26-year-old
husband and father of two
boys, pulls from his

a document fo
that confirms his identity and
says, "the holder of this card is
a Bhutanese citizen.

Gurung and his family have

Pindi to extradite 2 to US: rusin s w

nlrullh iwo men wanted in the United States on drugs
in the next few days and has arrested a Somalian and

fan for
Ihulnrumﬁm

heroin, officials said on Sunday,

MMMHMMMMMH
arc to be handed over to US officials in the next few days for
exiradition to the United States, officials in the capital of the
north west frontier province said.

The pair were arrested in the United States four years ago
but later cither were released or escaped, officials said.

4 killed in N

i hotel blast: o

people were killed and 21 injured Sunday when a bomb

ripped through

‘a hotel in a Kurdish-controlled city of

Northern iraqg, Kurdish opposition officials said, AFP reports

from Arbil.

Twenty -five ki
on the
where Kurdish re

(66 pounds) of dynamite exploded
rd floor of the Baghdad hotel in Sulaymaniyah
returning [rom Iran were slaying,

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) olficials said.

There were no fmmediate details on who died. The'
injured were taken to the city's main hospital, PUK oflicials
anid in Arbil, about 160 kilometers (90 miles) nnrlhwu.al of

Clinton attends Catholic mass: «s

President-elect Bill Clinton, a Baltist, aticnded a Catholic
mass in Little Rock Sunday along with the revered Jesse
Jackson at the invitation of the parish of Saint Theresa, AFP

reports from Little Rock.

Clinton later attended a Bapt

ist service. His wile Hillary

and 12-year-old daughter Chelaca, both methodists, did not

him.

The President-eloct and Jackson also had talks at the
governor's mansion in Little Rock.
"We lalked on some measures about the transition,”

Jackson said after the meeting.

WW hits Guam: wphooncay

in this capital city, a witness said

caused no major damage
reports from Agana.

The eye of the storm passed directly over Agana, said Dana
Wllllam:. assistant city editor at the Pacific Daily News.
"It got dead still and really sunny,” Willlams said.
Winds picked up again as the back side of the storm
moved over the Pacific Ocean island .chain baltercd or
threatened by six typhoons in three months. No injurics were

reporied to police, she said.

T

LIMA: Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori (R) and his

wife SBusana flash their ink-stained fingers to supporters
on Sunday outside a local polling station shortly after
casting their votes to elect a constituent assembly.

London Film

Festival ends

LONDON, Nov 23: The 36th
London Film Festival which
opened on November 5 con-
cluded Sunday evening by
Premfer screening the film
"Bald Runner — the Director's
Cut” directed by Ridley Scott,
reports Xinhua.

The [festival showcased
more than 230 films from five
continents of the world to an
audience of more than 75,000
al 10 venues across London,
overall increase of 4.7 per cent
as compared with last year's
festival.

China was represented with
scveral films, including
‘Ripples Across Stagnant
Water' Directed by veteran

Director Ling Zifeng, “The
Silent Thrush' directed by
Cheng ., and 'Bloody
Morning" directed by Li

Shaohong Zhang Yimou's The

mﬂﬂh.}u winner of the
Lion at this year's Venicc

Film Festival, won a particular
success, attracting sellout

— AFP/UNB photo

Thatcher fades as intrigues grip

LONDON, Nov 23: Two
years ago, Margarct Thatcher
resigned as Prime Minister in
the face of a Conservative P
revolt. Britain reeled with
shock at the ending of an era

and government ministers
wept in cabinet, reports
Reuter.

~ On the anniversary of her
downfall on Sunday, Thatcher
rated barely a mention in the
press, a sign that the influence
of the once un::luIIcngrd "Iron
Lady” is past fading from a po-
litical lctn: gripped by new
dramas and intrigues.

Buf as she surveys
fusion surrou her succes-
sor John Major, the newly
styled lady Thatchef may al
lcast iml vindicated as a leader
um cvery one know who

the con-

Major's reputation as a
“golden boy” who managed to
rcunite the Conservatives after
her lall, ecrowning his success
with a surprise tion win in

been im the Timal uﬁzc
camp since December 1001

alter their home In
southern utan's Chirang
distriet.
Gu with 7.871
other ts of the cam
is of Ne like &
ty of the 600,000 inhab-
itants living in the south of the

tiny Himalayan Kingdom,
sandwiched between India and
China
The
Hhutnntn El
huk ch.'lml refugees
ts, or have
hﬁ:n forced to leave Bhutan
exiremists opposed to the
monarchy and who want to use
the refugee problem to attract
international attention to their
cAuse.
It also claims some of the

1200 gather to
mark Kennedy's

assassination

DALLAS, Texas, Nov 23:
More than 1,200 th-
¢red here Sunday to the
an of the assassination
of President John Kennedy,
whose death is the subject of
widespread speculation 29
years afler the [act, reports
AFP.

Some 1,200 people visited
the sixth floor exhibit at the
former Texas school book de-
pository, from which the
sniper fire that killed Kcnnedy
burst on November 22, 1963,

Just after midday, about the
time three shots rang out as
Kennedy's motorcade rolled
through downtown Dallas, 250
pcople tied ribbons to trees in

uvtrnmrn.t of

a kooll from which conspiracy

theorists charge therc was a
sceond gunman.

The Congressional Warren
Commission dctermined that
Lee llarvey Oswaled had acted
alone when firing the [atal
shols form the depoasilory,
though there has been specula-
tion ever since that Kennedy's
assiassination was a conspiracy.

Oswaled himsell was assas-
sinaled before he could be
proscculed.

The e¢xhibit in Dallas con-
tains aboult 400 photographs,
films, graphs, charts and other
information on the life and
sudden death of the 35th
President ol the United States.

~ Pujimori wins
Peru election

LIMA, Nov 23: At lcast 25
people were killed over the
weckend in northeastern Peru
in clashes belween a civilian
scif-defence group and left-
wing rebels aiming to sabotage
Sunday's Constituent Assembly

votc, police said today, rports
AFP.
Another report says:

President Alberto Fujimori's
supporters won the largest
block of Constiluent Assembly
scats Sunday in clections, boy-
colled by main opposition par-
lics, according to polling orga-
nizations.

Despite rebel bomb blasts
around the cily, turnout was
heavy in the balloting scen as a
victory for the President, who
scized dictatorial powers in
April, and a defcal [or Maoist
Shining Path rebels.

Fujimori said the win by his
supporters meant a “New
political panorama” for Peru,

‘where the last two parties to

hold the Presidency — Popular
Action (AP) and the Amcrican,
Popular Revolutionary Alliance
(APRA) — declined to partici-
pate, labeling Sunday's vote
fraudulent.

For Pecruvians, the result
also mecans that the sccond
most powerful man in the
country will be a Fujimori ally.
Jaime Yoshiyama Tanaka, 48,
heads the new majority-change
90 list which won between 38
and 44 scats in the 80-seal
Assembly to rewrite Peru's
constitution, [t will also serve
as a legislature until 1995.

April, is in tatters after a suc-
cessfon of crises have called
inlo question his leadership

abilities.
. In an ironic twist, the {ssue

which
under Mrs Thatcher
European Union — has come
back with renewed destructive
force to torment her succes-

sOT,

the rug out from

Commissioner for Refu

camps in eastern

r'l:l'

India and not from

Hhutlnl Foreign Affairs
Minister Dawa who
Wil in Kathmandu to
discuss t problem with
Nepalese authorities, avoided

contact with

But the UN High

L= ]
(UNHCR). which set up
n'-.ln
tains it is dealing with .mutne
refugees.

“As lar as we can tell, the

outnumbering majority have
come from Bhutan,” llthy’ Tahir
Alf, UNHCR

tative for
Nepal. in Kathmandu.

At the root of the refugee
problem 1{s the fear of
Bhutanese leaders, who mainly

belong o the Drukpa Buddhist
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P! B.hm&l m hﬂha:itnu ‘and'UNHOR
ambassador Spohia Loren kneels to
fering from starvation at Baidoa

community, that they are
being outnumbered by
i

in their
owWn cou fmmd-
I8 nlrudy constituie at

a third of Bhutan's total
population.

They cite the example of
the Buddhist kingdem of
Sikim which was annexed by
India in 1975 at the demand of
the Nepalese community,
which had become dominant.

At the end of the 1980s
Bhutan which does not have a
written constitution and only
began to break out of its isola-
tion 30 years ago, adopted a
series of measures against flle-
gal immigrants. It suppressed
the teaching of the Nepalese

in schools and made
ligatory of its population
lo wear traditional Drukpa

cﬁ suf-

ital on Sunday.
Children are dying at a rate of 30 to 40 a day.
— AFPIUNB photo

ort a

Buddhist dress.

The measures provoked re-
seniment in the ethnic
Nepalese majority south, the
appearance of clandestine
movements that often reacted

violently .ﬁaln:t "discri-
mination” "human rights

violations,” and the nning

ul't.l':rtfup:ﬂnduw
According to AN, 71,500

refugees, have now been regis-

tered in the and "there
are reported to be about
100,000 expelled” with

15,000 in Assam and West
Bengal® and 5,000 to 10,000
others clsewhere in Hepll
“They are asked to produce
documents with their nation-
ality status,” he said, adding
that "most of them have some
document with a residence
proof, education, employment,

Sophia Loren

VISIts Slarvmg
Somalis

NAIRODI, Nov 23: ltalian

~ actress Sophia Loren, who last

week became a Uniled Nalions
"goodwill” ambassador, yester-
day travelled to the western
Somali town of Baidoa to visit
tens of thousands of sta
people displaced by civil war
and drought, UN officials said,
reports AFP.

Loren, 58, who arrived here
late Saturday, officially became
United Nations High
Commissioner for ce
(UNHCR) goodwill iunhnnngo
on Wednesday

She wlll also be visiting
Somali refugees in camps in
northeastern Kenya and the
Kenyan coastal city of

uler f[rom United Nations
adds: Secrctary General
Boutros Boutros-Chall is send-
ing a senjor Norweglan diplo-
mat Tom step up its involve-
ment in efforts to end the vio-
lence and foster a political
scttlement, a UN

. spokeswoman said on Sunday.

Vraalsen, assistant secretary
general of the Foreign Ministry
in Oslo, is a former Norwegian
ambassador to the UN he is
due in South Africa today and
will confer with government
officials and others.

The negotiation aimed at a
non-racial democratic consti-
tution have been clouded by vi-
olence, particularly in Black

townships, and by -nenmn

of "dirty tricks” by milrtary In
telligence officers sceking to

discredit the Alrican National
Congress, led by Nelson
Mandela.

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 23:
Top Iraqi officials planned to
appear before the UN Security
Council on Monday, but UN
representatives said the coun-
cil would likely not agree lo
ease economic sanctions im-
posed alter the Gulf War, re-
ports AP.

The UN officials said
Baghdad has continued to be
cevasive in providing informa-
lion about its nuclear weapons
programme ceasefire terms
tequire Iraq to cooperate in
dismantling the programme
belore sanctions can be lifted.

“There's been no movement
to date which would give the
council any inclination to con-
sider lifting or modifying the
sanctions any time in the near
future,” said Andre Ergos of
Hungary, who is chairing the
Security Council this month.

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister
Tariq Azfz and Foreign
Minister Mohammed Said al-

" Sahal were scheduled to ap-

pear before the council. They
were expected to request an
ecasing ol the embargo.

In a letter to the Security
Council released Friday, Al-
Sahal said Iraq has "fully dis-
charged the substantive obliga-
tions” imposed by the council

Thatcher, the strident voice
crying "no” to a federal
Europe, has watched as like--
minded Conservatives rose up
against the pro-European
Major this month, compelling
him to slow down the rauﬂca
tion of the Maastricht Treaty
on European Unity.

But Thatcher, now installed
as a peeress in Britain's un-
elected upper chamber, was
not in the forefront of the as-
sault and even her most ardent
fans admit there {8 no question

meback.
anEunda she was a politi-
cal footnote in the pages of
newspaper analysts devoted to
Major's troubled premiership.
The Right-leaning Sunday
Telegraph buried a reference
to the anniversary of her res-
ignation announcement on
November 22, 1990, in a piece
predicting a possible turn
around for Major's
ment after crises over the
economy, mine closures, and a

govern-

at the end of the war.

Roll Ekeus, chairman of the
UN Special Commission over-
sceing the disarmament pro-
gramme, said "the arguments
contained in the letter were
weak,” and that he doubted it
would have any influence on
the decision of the members of
the Security Council.

Iraq has said the sanctions
have hurt the civilian popula-
tion, causing food shortages,
discase and hundreds of
deaths.

The couneil im sanc-
tions to punish lraq for invad-
ing Kuwait in ﬁuguut 1990,
Baghdad was routed from the
cmirate by US — led forces in

1991 Gull Wag
'ﬁommumsts win

Lithuanian polls
VILNIUS, Lithuania, Nov 23:

Lithuania's former Communist
Party captured a majority in
last week's election, winning
73 out of 141 parliamentary
seats, according to official
election results released
Monday, reports AP,

Sajudis, the anti-Communist
Party that lead Lithuania to in-
dependence 21-22 years ago,
won only 30 seats, election of-
ficials reported.

UN Council may not agree to
ease sanctions against Iraq

A central demand was that
liaghdad cooperate with UN
experts in dismantling its nu-
clear, chemical and biological
weapons programme, and mis-
siles with a range greater than
90 miles (145 kilometers).

The Security Council peri-
odically reviews Iraq's compli-
ance with the UN demands
and has repeatedly refused to
lift the sanctipns. A major re-

Ekeus said ration with
Iraq has deteriorated since last
spring

Ekeus and Hans Blix, direc-
tor of the Vienna-based

International Atomic Energy
Agency, also were to address
the Security Council on
Monday.

Ekeus said Baghdad's re-
fusal to provide a list of
Western companies that aided
Irag's nuclear weapons pro-
gramme has been a 'major
sticking point." A UN inspec-
tion team was denied the list
on a visit this month to Iraq.

Iraq has also been reluctant
to cooperate with UN pro-
grammeu providing reliel to

issident Kurds in the north
and Shiite Muslims in the
south.

s

scandal about arms sales Jto

Iraq.
Only the Independent on:
Sunday chose to devote a

whole story to the woman who

- Hw 'leli Ner m‘naw

put brhind her 1ht trauma of
the party “coup” which forced
her from power and made
Major her successor, and had
learned how to enjoy life. The

former leader, one a worka-
holic, now likes expensive
restaurants, buying- clothes,
and spending time with her

E:{Iil was a year of libera-

tion for Harpm Thatcher,
the year she got out of her
mourning weeds, rolled up her
slceves and got on with the

job," it said in its ne.
The 67-year-old former

lcader spends her time travel-
lln' abroad on lecture tnurn

Fuunslt fon, Tprh:ird 1?

market principles In tht

birth certificates.”
Parsuram Dahal is a former
Bhutan
his
in

of Agriculture
offictal who home after
lice came looking for him
an anti
demonstration
1990,

MMM'l
that the refugees are
Bhutanese citizens. He
ﬂﬂ'rrwphhnuum

identity , or are Wdenti
fied by their associates and

have Bhutan
mﬁ -

Raz Kumar Bhudathoki,
president of the Bhutan
People’'s Party (BPP) whose
headquarters are in Nepal, vis-
ited the growt Bchllnll
refugee camp lt';ge
and accused the ﬂh'lll-l-l'ltlt
army of "atrocities.”

OfT the Re

-government
September

claim
not
said

niddh—t.nd

B k;tntrtmﬂu.rln: she demands to,

kmwlfnﬂﬂzntrh:mrhumh:thc?hﬂtppmﬂbcbﬂ

reports Reuter.

| want to make sure the man 'm giving
says the 25-year-old hall- Ii‘mpmn half-American
mulmuurmtj\m“uﬂtlltsuhkﬂnyﬂwﬂ

father,”
reception
Base in Olonﬂpu
Ramil, along wi
around former US military

myselfl 1o isn't my

M:ﬂﬂhrmmm
bases, are part

of the human

the United States leaves behind when it pulls out the last of
its troops from the Philippines tomorrow.
So is Lenny Cruz, a government clerk. At 30, he is one of

269 Filipinos officially afllicted with the AIDS-causi
virus, unofficial estimates put the number of people

at up to 30,000.

HIV
HIV

All because they thought
he was Jewish

WUPPERTAL, Germany: Two far-

right youths beat a man fo

death because they thought he was chhh pouring aleoholic

spirit over him and setting it alight,

Sunday, reports AFP.

police announced

They youths, described as skinheads and aged 18 and 24,
together with the owner of a restaurant in the western
German city of Wuppertal where the man was killed on
November 13, were arrested and have admitted to the crime.

They drove the
to Venlo,
found the next day.

victim in the restaurant owner's car
in the Netherlands, where the man's body was

The youths had turned on the representative after he

called them "

dirty Nazis", and the proprictor of the restaurant

had intervened to tell them that the man was Jewish.

BANGKOK Miss G!oht, a hcnuty :mmt winner from

the United States
Thailand's Queen

Bangkok. Miss Globe was in E&nﬂmk
long celebration of Queen's Sirikit's G'Dth

12.

British politics

former Soviet block.
She also snipes at Major
from the sidelines.
Made a baroness on Major's
reccommendation

in June,

____________

.....

Thatcher
launched a verbal attack on his

European policies from the
r:d lcather benches in the

o Rl ko 95y Within the

Conservative Party.

-—-....-—-r—-l-I

immediatel)y.

Ignoring the rule that
speeches by new lords and
ladies should avoid contro-
versy, she railed against what
she saw as creeping European
centralisation and demanded:
to know why Britain was not
holding a referendum on
Maastricht.

When the Conservatives

held their annual autumn con-:

ference, the "fron lady”
sounded off again about
Europe, but the bombshell
blew up in her face. In the end
thepparty rallied behind Ma
who emerged strengthened

the conlfrontation.

Commentators said at the

time major had finally exer-
cised the ghost of his steely

Sunday in ﬁ'unt d' a of
rikit dunng a ﬁ::“ |

oftlujnr

Ty

Sudan rejects
confederation
proposal

KHARTOUM, Nov 23: A se-

ted the proposal by rebel
j!:cndcr John Garang for the
creation of two co

Zimbabwean capital Harare
during a two-week visilt to

d “southern Alrica.
predecessor. ll:: may draw . <ol
opinion polls showing that mmﬂhﬂlﬂulh_-
mmﬂmﬂm stitution but for a joint defence



