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[Spirulina, a protein-packed
algae enters market soon

By Raffat Binte Rashid -
rnurl Ina like
where B0% the § suf-
mﬁ' -]p: fer from anaemia, night-blind-

«which is considered as, a
health food supplement, in the
local markets, aecording to

ness, malnutrition. Spirulina is
the answer, the sci-
entist informed the Dally Star.

BCSIR officials. in addition, it can also fight

A of scientists al the cirrhosis, pancreatitis, hepati-
Ba h Council of Sci- tis, lethargy, diabetes, cancer,
entific and Industrial a Re- etc the study reported.

It can be stocked and later
used as an emergency food

scarch (BCSIR] have succe-
ssfully picked up the tech-

nigue of spirulina culture from during cyclone, flood or any

French experts, the officials other natural calamity.

sand. "Onc spoon of spirulina is
BCSIR has now leased out enough for the rished

the for culture of victims. Its milk, greem in
; to Nature Food Pro- colour, can be fed te the chil-

ducts, lel Builders and dren. Ilhlnuljrnndinltlnl

Comilla hika Unnayan source of protein and ene

Kendra, for its production on a whhh;tw't}:mtltd

cvommercial and semi-com- life.

mercial basis. "A more natural diet satis-

The council is also training
some experts to help these
isations in commercial
mu:unn, which scientist
will work wonders for

protein hungry Bangladesh.
According to foreign scien-
tists extensive research on
spirulina has gradually revealed
| its economic importance lo
such an extent that world pro-
duction of it today is nearly

1000 tons.

‘It is the develo

fies the hunger for nutrition,
and spirulina, which contains
no drugs or chemicals to trick
the body, satisfics a body's
hunger” the scientist said.

Diabetic patients are very
much enthusiastic about this
cure-all, because it can provide
them with a balanced diet of
natural food, minimizing high
calorie fatlening foods.

"This edible natural pro-
tein's easy digestibility is espe-
cially tmportant for older peo-

tries which know the impor- ple. who face difficulty in di-
tance and have created a good gesting complex proteins and
- lly in are on restricled diets,” added

Eu and South East Asia," the scicntist. _
said a scientist of BCSIR, This comes in a
“spirulina can be a source of of forms. Its er

foreign exchange. It grows in can be mixed in fruits or veg-
tropical places, and loves sun- etables drink. Tablets, capsule
can be conveniently taken any
time. Many dieters also prefer
- gpirulina betause it allows
them to have a light diet.
"Bangladesh always had an
abundant source of such pro-
lific and promising crops, now

blue- its time the local ple be

green. ‘Ilhleh has the benefitied. It's simple form of
lghut pmlﬁn level (65%) wuseful protein is sure to help
among all of natural food. our people,” the scientist said.
The d ty of the plant is Scientists are now trying to
84 -9 and protein utiliza- cultures ins away
tion is 61%. from sunshine for domestic

to a BCSIR study, utilization

spirulina is considered as
unique source of medicinal year, spirulina will be ready to

food. Other than its huge
quantity of edible protein, it Bangladesh.” It is predicted
that its production on com-

has the h t source of vita-

min Bl12, fron and a mercial scale will also open
new opportunities in the out-

side world.

its

shot in Raujan

CHITTAGONG, Nov 22 : on Parvez passing by the col-

Two student lcaders were shot  lege road. ;
at and injured critically near The shooting touched ofl a
Raujan College in the districtt violent backlash, including

today, UNB.
Rivals fired on Jashimuddin

Parvez, Gencral Secretary of

shooting in reprisal. Chhatra
league activists also put up
several barricades on the

the Raujan thana unit of pro- Chittagong-Rangamati I'llfruly
Awami League Chhatra League, During the blockade,
at about 9:30 am in front of the Jaliyatabadi Chhatra Dal leader
college was gunned while nicking for a

Bullets struck him in the
head, chest and stomach. He
was rushed to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition, hospital
sources said.

Witnesses said a group of
armed hoodlums, said to be
supporters of NDP, opened fire

programme near the col-
campus about 10:30 am.

He was named Omar Farugq,

a sophomore in Humanities
Er“uu p of the college, who got
liet in his chest and leg. The
demonstrating Chhatra Lea-
g:cru were blamed for the

ng.
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CU student falls
from 3rd floor
balcony, dies

CHITTAGONG, Nov 22: A
Chittagong University student
died when he fell te the
ground from a 3rd floor bal-
eony of Shah Amanat Hall of
the university this (Sunday)

morning, reporis UNB.
ASM Gelam Samdani

a first year Physics student,
was rushed to the Chittagong
Medical College Hospital
where the attending doctor
declared him dead.

Witncsses said Mojnu was
engrossed in studying notcs
for an examination scheduled
to begin at 1 pm but had the
fatal from the open ha.kun-y
at about 11 am.

- Labour laws

From Page 1 Col 4
at the two-day semimar on

"Women's . law reforms
and uniform code,” or-
by the la Parisad

. at the National Museum audi-

torfum.

She said that the garments
owners now preferred male
workers as the 12-weeck ma-
ternity leave granted to woman
workers caused frequent dis-
ruptions in production.

Moreover, the other de-
mands of the {emale workers
including one toilet for every
25 workers, their rest rooms
and childrens' rooms were
also considered to be problems
by the owners.

She said quoting her find-
ings, that only 50 per cent
women in factories were per-
manent workers while the rest
were temporary and very low

The BIDS rescarcher said
that most of the nts fac-
tories were now discarding
their child labourers after an
American human rights organ-
isation raised complaints about
the large number of child

workers. Bangladesh garments

factories had 16 per cent child
labourers, she added.

She suggested that the
matter be reevaluated in the
present perspective.

Double checking
From Page 1 Col 7

also [ax documents to
Bangladesh authoritics for au-
thenticity of GSP.

"The double checking and
the sending of list will be [ool-
proofl measures against any
fraudulence,” a Commerce
Ministry source said.

The source said the forged
GSP papers were issued with
the of a "joint director”
of EPB. Ironically, there are no
posts of any joint director in
the EPB, he said.

Meanwhile, the EC has
warned that if the fraudulence
can nol be checked at any

cost, the EC will { quota
on hi nt export
under basket exit clause of
textile ment.

In reply to Bangladesh's re-
quest to | ise GSP with re-
laxation of frules ol origin crite-

ria, the EC did not agree to
extend origin of criteria to
global cumulation through. If
this could be ensured, final
products from with
raw materials imported from
any other GSP beneficiary
country could be eligible for
GSP benefits.

However, regional cumula-
tion for SAARC countries' raw
material was entitled to GSP
benefits.

Cement factory

From Page 1 Col 5

mented under a joint-venlure
between a group of local in-
vestors and a 30 per cenl eq-
uity participation by the
Bangladesh Chemical Indus-
tries Corporation (BCIC]).
Finalisation of the project is
likely to be mmpl:ltd soon, a

corporation source said on

Earlier this month, JCCL
signed a long-term agreement
with the Meghalaya Mineral
Development Corporation
(MMDC) for importing lime-
stones for the plant.

A report in the November
10 tssue of The Shillong Times
termed the agreement as a
‘'major breakthrough' by a
state-owned [ndian corpora-
tion into the Bangladesh mar-
ket.

"MMDC proposes to set up a
fully mechanised extraction
plant to transport limestones
directly to JCCL's plant in
Chhatak,"” the report added.

Sponsors of the project
noted that it s an import sub-
stitution project as the plant
would meet about 10 per cent
of the internal demand for
cement. Bangladesh currently
imports over two million tons
of cement each year.

The existing Chhatak
Cement Company, the only
complete cement factory in
the t:nunu?r has a production

1.75 lakh tons per

The JCCL project was infti-
ated in 1990 but was delayed
for vartous reasons and again
revived this year.

The sponsors of the project
met with BCIC officials last
week to finalise the deal. But
Corporation officialé have
asked them to present an
‘updated’ estimated project
cost including the sectorwise

expenses.
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Evacuees continue to t.rml hack hnme from the cyclone

nheltari

— Star Photo

Seminar : Women’s rights

, From Page | Col 3

religion, the speakers added.

Former Chiel Justice
Kamaluddin Hossain nted
a paper on "the limitations and
incompleteness of the existing
laws”, at the concluding day
which was discussed by Prof
Anisuzzaman, Barrister Amirul
Islam, Santosh Gupta, Suranjit
Sengupta MP and Dr Protima
Pal. Chittra Bhattacharya
chatred the session.

The afternoon-session on
"the necessity of a family code”
was discussed by Deputy
Opposition Leader in the
Parliament Abdus Samad Azad,
Justice K M Sobhan and
Dcbesh Bhattacharya. Begum
Sufia Kamal chaired the ses-
sion.

The Mahila Parisad has
drafted a uniform family code
and syubmitted it to the gov-
ernment for enactment in

Parliament.
The Parisad early this year
organised two "Sangsad

marches” to press their de-
mands and appealed to the
Opposition and the ruling
party MPs to help enact the
law. The draft would, however,
bc amended if necessary.

The Law, Justice and
Parliament Afflairs Minister
Mirza Golam Hafiz, however,
said Saturday that a special cell
had been formed to examine
the legal aspects to ensure
equal participation of women
in all socio-economic activities.

Kamaluddin Hossain said
that constitutionally we had
accepted the United Nations
charter on women's rights but
that there were a lot of dispar-
ities between the acceptance
and implementation.

He said that it was essential
to form an untform family code
to eliminate the disparitics.

Dr Anisuzzaman said that
the Constitution, drafted in
1972, has almost lost ils
esscnce because of so many
amcndments and the discard-
ing of secularism.

Barrister Anisul Islam said
that amendment to the [amily
court and constitution of a uni-

form family code could help to

ensure women's rights.

Barrister Islam said that
school children, mainly girls,
should be made aware of some
basic laws of marriage and
their rights in society.

Suranfit Sengupta said that
another movement was to start
to implement the Joint
Declaration of three alliances
that also covered unfulfilled
demands of the Mahila Parisad.

Abdus Samad Azad said that
as far as he could recall the
Prime Minister, a women, did
not rcject the Parisads appeal
when the memorandum was
submitted to her. But unfortu-
nately demands were not ful-
filled yet, he added.

The Deputy Opposition
Lcader referring to
Information Minister Nazmul
Huda's claim on producing the
Joint Declaration said that how
could the producer of the doc-
ument oppose its implementa-
tion. |

General Secretary of the
Mahila Parisad Ayesha Khanam
said that the women's rights
activists had a feeling that the
politiclans were not active
enough to help them achieve
the demands.

Editorial on page 4

Tk 35 lakh
on St. Martin's

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Nov 22
Offictals today estimated prop-
erty damage worth Tk 35 lakh
on St. Martin's island, owver
which the cyclonic storm
crossed Saturday leaving one
person .

Official estimates revealed

that 120 acres of ids
were complete

the storm. 75 kuicha ses
were also completely damaged.

110 houses were partially
damaged.

The St Martins Island, that _

grows a good number of palm
trees, lost 510 such trees, offi-
ctal sources said adding that St
Martin's Junior High School
building was also seriously
damaged.

Meanwhile, the Tcknal
thana administration pre
400 kg rice, 50 kg mollasses,
50 cartons of biscuits, 51 kg
muri and other necessities to
the people of St Martin's Is-
land as relief.

A government medical team
is also on the island.

Meanwhile, officials esti-
mated damages to 12 flood
protection embankments and
250 acres of paddyfields in
Teknal in the cyclonic storm.

Offlicials today also esti-
mated that in Teknafl 67
houses were totally
200 acres of land used for
shrimp culture, 17 mosques, 8
madrasas, three culveris and
iwo primary schools were also
damaged in the cyclone.

Nepal, Bhutan
talk refugees'
repatriation

KATHMANDU, Nov 22: Ne-
pal and Bhutan held minis-
terial level talks at the
Nepalese Forcign Minisiry (o
day on the repatriation ol more
than 70,000 Bhutancse relu-
goes in southeastern Nepal, an
official said, reports AF1".

Edn reforms
From Page 1 Col 7

members in the managing
commitiees of schools, and a
specials scheme for stlipends
and scholarships for secondary
and higher secondary :

The draft report also sug-
gested for upgrading 10 per
cent of the existing primary

schools ol the upper prima
juntor secondary level, devel-

50 per cent of the exist-
ing junior high scheols
to become self-supporting and
viable through inereascd cn-
rollment, retention of pupils
and improved quality of cduca-
tion.

The study suggested 30 ma-
jor interventions and an op-
erational mechanism for their
implementation which would
involve an estimated expendi-
ture of about 315 million US
dollars over a secven-year pe-

| riod (1993-2000).

The seminar was divided
into three sessions which was
chaired by Prof. Muhammad
Shamsul Huq. Kazi Raquibu-
ddin Ahmed and Shalfiul Alam.

The study team, headed by
Dr AK Jalaluddin, comprised
AHM Karim, Salma Akter, M
Eltasuddin, MA Jabbar and
Najmunnessa Mahtab.

The final report is expected
lo be ready by the end of
December, this year, scminar
«sources said.

SAARC : Trade accord

From Page 1 Col 4
creasingly favourable balance of
trade with the rest of South
Asia,

The imbalance in bilateral
trade between Bangladesh and
India figured 139 milllon US
dollars last year.

India's exports to
Bangladesh grew by 211 per
cent from 52.2 - million US
dollar in 1980-81 to 162.4
million in 199]1. On the other
hand, Bangladesh's exports to
India shrank by 2 per cent
from 24.8 millon US dollars to
24.3 million during the same
period.

With Pakistan also, Dhaka
faces an adverse balance of
trade. Bangladesh's export to
Pakistan in 1990-91 amounted
to Pakistani Rupee 694 million
while 1its import from
Islamabad was 1667 mllllun
Rupee.

Bangladesh, the Dhaka
trading circle feared, might be
the worst victim of the agree-
ment as its domestic market-
oriented industries, already
gﬂupinf for survival from on-
rush of smuggled Indian goods,
would face a tougher competi-
tion with foreign commoditics
in the home market.

Also it is unlikely that
Bangladesh will be able to
boost export to neighbours by
availing the opportunity of the
duty reduction as it produces
ftems almost similar to what
india and Pakistan producc.

“The agreement is undoubt-
edly a major step lowards
achieving greater economic
integration in the n, but
there's no guarantee that it
will work on the principles of
reciprocity,” said a chamber

Ammhmrdmtt:h

. counlries

- noon

into consideration balancing of
trade recognising levels of
economic and industrial devel-
opment of the sub-regions
which include on the one hand
like India and
Pakistan and on the other less
developed countries like
esh and Nepal, he said.
¢ chamber leader said
less developed countries in the
region should have got a spe-
cial facility instead of any uni-
form measure.

Dilferent chambers, con-
tacted by UNB, resented that
the concerned authorities had
not consulted the trade bodies
prior to finalising the dralt
agreement.

Such consultation, they
said, could have ensured check
and balance which could offer
duc protection to the local in-
duslries. :

SAARC

From Page | Col 3
ecutive scssion of the summi-
teers on December 12 alter-
had earlier been
dropped.

The venue of the opening
and closing sessions rcmains
unchanged.

Apart from the formal scs-
sions, the seven heads of state
and government are expected
to hold bilateral meetings
among themselves.

All other meetings — the
ones of Lhe Programme
Committee, the Sundln‘#
Committee and the Council
Ministers— will be held as
scheduled.

An, official at the SAARC
Summil Cell said that prepa-
rations were on according to

the revised programmes.

| PM:- Democraéy

%gc 1Col 7

for Emt!al lfare Tariqul
Islam, State Minister for Es-
tablishment Nurul Iluda,
Sclima Rahman MP, Sham-

| sunnahar Ahmed MP and local

BNP leaders— Mokbul Hossain,
Mollah Khabiruddin and Ad-
vocate Golam Mohammad.

A crest of Narail Press Club
was presented to the Prime
Minister.

The .Prime Minister said
agriculture, textile, health, ed-
ucation and housing were pri-
ority areas of her g?v:rnment
for all-out national develop-
ment. She said her govern-
ment believed in equal devel-
opment of all arcas.

Turning to women popula-
tion, she stressed the nced for
their integration in various de-
velopment programmes. She
said women could undertake
programmes ol vegetablc culti-
vation, flower cultivation, rais-
ing of poultry and cattle which
required small investment.
She said such products had
markets at home and abroad.

Responding to some of the
local demands, she 'said her
government would consider
construction of a bridge over
the river Teesta, nationalisa-
ton of Narail Women College

'l and improvement of infras-

tructures.

Blasts kill 40
in Guwahati

GUWAHATI! (India), Nov 22:
Forty people were killed, many
of them burnt to death, when
two remote-controlled bombs
exploded almost simultane-
ously in the northeast Indian

city of Guwahati, police said
today, reports Reuter.

|

jiabout a new kind of hope
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No seats available for
Beln:h‘ltnintrlp

ISLAMABAD, Nov 22: Pakistan

Prime Minister Nawaz

MMhmﬂunﬂ no scals
were available on a train hrm-mﬂtrﬂlr Bhutte

phlﬂhuuhrlmylnﬂ
Press reports quoted Shartl as -g:-'fnﬂ'lt

"enemies of the country” and ruling out “mmﬂh

them. Shartf,

at a seminar in Lahore Saturday, said
with enemies of Pakistan and

l2kﬂulinPani|:nt

NEW DELHI, Nov 22: The baicony of an old house col-

lapsed Sunday, killing 12 children and

injuring at least 52

people in a northern Indian state, police said. Nine persons

were
Pani

in eritical condifion, said a
. 90 kilometers (55 miles) north of New Delhi The

police officer in

children were watching a marriage procession in Babil village

in laryana state
thildren and some

cor said, I'E'Fﬂ‘l'll AP.

the balcony caved in, trapping the
rs of the marriage group. the offi-

CPB observes

From Page | Col 8

needed 10 be adjusied

into account the ]:miu -t:kr:
quirements of a particular
time and society.

He said that VI Lenin him-
scif was the victim of
quarters when he had initiated
'new cconomic policy’ and was
termed an ‘agent of

Nahid observed t the
Octlober Revolution brought
for
the people across the globe but
| that the dream remained un-
| fulfilled despite its noble prin-
ciples.

The meeting was also ad-
dfessed by CPB leaders
Mujhidul Islam Selim, MM
Akash and Moniruzzaman.

Sclim asserted that the
October Revolution would re-
main valid as long as class-
struggle remained in
and that the triumph of
ism was inevitable.

Akash said the revolution
was a justified event that led to
a new consciousness in the
world.

Shopkeepers

From Page 1 Col 7

Sunday afternoon.
Presided over by Helaluddin

llelal President of the Fede-
ration of Dhaka Metropolitan
Shop Qwners' Association, the
rally that continued for about
four hours was addressed by
30 speakers including Amir
Hossain Khan, Chairman of the
Federation of Bangladesh Shop
Owners' Associations, (BFSOA)
Shamsul Alam Hasu, Chairman
ol Bangladesh Jewellcrs' Asso-
cialion, MR

of New Market Merchants'
Association, and Alamgir Kabir,
Organising Secrctary of the

BFSOA. ' |
The speakers at the rally

also demanded Taka ten lakh

from the government as com-
pensation for Rafig's family and
proper treatment to those in-
jured during the armed attack
Thursday

The ni:-eakr,ra also warned

the government that if any
measures against the 'killers’
were not taken by November
30, they would announce a
greater movcecment Decem-

ber 1.
They also censured the gov-

ernment saying that despite
introduction of . the Anti-
terrorism Ordinance, the
killers of Rafiq were yet to be
nabbed.

Meanwhile, the mosaic
shop owners and employees in
the city have decided to go on
strike today to protest extor-
tion and terrorism. They will
also hold a rally today in this

connection.

~ with viable

Students, internes
of Sylhet Medical
College on strike
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Nov 22: The stu-
dents and the interne doctors

press publica-
the results of the
cxamina-

tion of
MBS
tions immediately.

Spinning

From Page 1 Col 8
ladesh Bank, concerned sec-
retaries and high officials
atiended iL

Saffur Rahman informed the
meeting that there was no
dearth of investable fund for
viable good projects. He said
for the projects in the spin-
ning sub-sector banks would
be advised to deal with the
entrepreneurs having good
project propesals with earing
and nursing attitude, in con-
Irast with purely bank and
clicniele relationship.

Prospeetive entreprencurs
have been advised to come
projects to banks.
Adequate steps would be taken
for smoothening the lunding
process for and viable
projects, the cabinet commit-
tee decided.

The cabinet committee ap-
proved a p brou Et
the Hmropﬂn;alm =4
duction of loss in weaving units
of Bangladesh Textfle Mills
Corporation (BTMC). The com-
mitiee directed the concerncd
corporation _lo rationalise the
wcaving units on production
management element basis.

The commiltee further de-
cided that Board of Investment
(BOT) will publish a book of in-
formation indicative of sector
and sub-sector wisc need and
prospects for investment in
the country as a guideline for
the prospective entreprencurs.
The meeting also accepted a
proposal placed by the Minis-
try of Commerce for exportin
500 cartons of sweclen
condensed  milk to Bhutan.

Thanks-giving.

From Page 1 Col 5
chiels ol stafl of three services,
high civil and military officials,
journalists and le from all
walks of life at the oc-
casion.

Al-haj Hafez Qari Moulana
Abdul Halim, Pesh Imam,
Bangabhaban Jame

id,
conducted the milad “;Lm

and the munajat.

Earlicr, Maghreb
held at the same p

was followed by a mahfil-c-waz.

i

IBM

PS/2

AT UNBEATABLE PRICE

PACKAGE-1
IBM PS/2 355X-043

- B03865X, 2 MB RAM

- 1X1.44 MB 3.5 FDD

- 40 MB HDD

~ 18M 8518 14° SVGA
COLOR MONITOR

- 101 ENHANCED
KEY BOARD

- PC-DOS 5.0 AND OTHER
SOF TWARE PRELOADED

ONLY TAKA 90,000

WITH BEXIMCO SERVICE

PACKAGE-2

IBM PS/2 405X-043

- BO3B6SX, 2 MB RAM

~ 1X1.44 M8 3.5 FDD

- 80 MB HDD

-~ IBM 8518 14" SVGA

" COLOR MONITOR

- 101 ENHANCED
KEY BOARD '

- PC DOS 5.0 AND OTHER
SOFTWARE PIEI.MD

ONLY TAKA 1,00,000

BEXIMCO COMPUTERS LTD.

House #  9A_ Road Mo 2, Dhanmond R/A, Dhake-1
Phone # : 561091-5, Ext. 706, 704, 705
Fax @ 8801863470




