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Becker’ s big birthday bash

22: Boris Becker

celebrated his
'26th birthday
Mrﬂqrhrhu:'imu
Courier 6-4, 6-3, 7-56 to win
the ATP Tour World

Championship, the season-
ending event, reports AP.

The 9,000 fans in
Frankfurt's Festhalle greeted
Becker's entrance by singing
"*Happy Birthday.”

He paid them back by play-
ing nearly flawless tennis and

ing them a victory they

ve been waiting three years
o see. .

At the end, as Becker stood
spotlighted in a dimmed hall,
a large birthday cake in the
shape of a tennis racket was
wheeled out, while Stevie
Wonder's version of “Happy
Birthday®" blared from the
loudspeakers.

Becker had trouble blowing
out the 26 bi candles,
and then cut a piece of the
cake and ate it to the cheers of
fans.

Becker won the season-
ending tournament in 1988 in
New York, but it was his first
titlc since the event moved to
his native Ger in '1990.
The victory, his tourna-
ment title of the season, made
his career record against
Courier 6-0.

"He just beat me every time
we played. Fair and square,”
said Courier, who Jost his sec-
ond World Cham hip final
in a row.

Courier, who was the only
player to win two Grand Slams
this season—the Australian and
French Opens—made sure of
[inishing the year as No 1 ear-
lier in the week, thanks to
Becker's elimination of No 2

Stefan Edhu'! in the _quarter-

FRANKFURT, Nov finals.

He is the first American
since John McEnroe in 1984
to end the year as No 1.

Becker's victory meant that

BORIS BECKER of Germany gave himself the
ATP title yesterday in Frankfurt beating world number one Jim Courier of the United States.
— Star file photo
Becker hit a good return on
the next, Courier got to it but

the three-time Wimbledon

champion will move up two .

places tp No'5 in the world
rankings. The German col-
lected dirs 625,000 for the ti-
tle and a total of dirs
1,090,000 for the week, while
Courier took home dlirs
465,000. |

Becker dominated the final,
scoring service breaks in the
seventh game of the first two
seis. )

Becker hit a backhand
down ‘the line that gave him
the first break in the first set,
and closed out the set with an
ace.

A risky return down the
line that gave Becker three
break points in the seventh

game of the second set and a
Eﬂlﬂinﬂ shot to the :corner

. put Becker

clinched the game.

Becker fought off one break

point to take a 5-3 lead and
broke again with another fore-
hand to the cormer lo take the

In the final game, a double-
fault by Courier gave the
German two match points.

Courier saved first with
a short forehand volley.

set.

The German dropped his
serve for only the second time
in the tournament at the start
of the third set. But he broke
right back in the next game to
even the score and Courier had
to save two break points in
the fourth game.

The American saved five
more in the eighth game and
in trouble in the
11th. Becker staved off two
break points and then
slammed his l4th ace of the
match and a service winner to
escape.

' “That was one of the bigger
moments, yeah,” Courier said
of his missed opportunity.
v That is the momentum

uw'll.-:htr il you can get the
third set.”

perfect. 25th blrthday present by winning the

his backhand sailed long and
Becker had his victory after
two hours and 24 minutes.

"He seems to keep winning
the last point against me.

Becker denies
marriage plans

FRANKFURT, Germany, Nov

92 : German tennis star Boris
Becker, who plays world num-
ber one Jim Courier in the
ATP World Championships fi-
nal later on Sunday, has dis-
missed reports of his forth-
coming marriage, reports AFP.

“There's nothing to it,” he
said of reports he would marry
American model Barbara Feltus
in Monaco in Dn:t::t:rnber

Seles, Navratilova in repeat final

NEW YORK, Nov
' 22: Top seed
Monica Seles

n held off a deter-
mined challenge
from third seed
Gabricla Sabatini on Saturday
lo set up a final round rematch
with Martina Navratilova at the
scason-ending 3 million dollar
Virginia Slims Championships,
reporis Reuter,
Seles, who is going for her
third consecutive title in the
-pliyér season [inale and

of the year, ed the
Argentine - in a first
set, then rolled throu the

second for a 7-6 (8-6), 6-1

‘It was pretty important for

me to win the first sel. | was
up so many times. | had so
many chances, but she kept
fighting back,” said Seles who
is riding an 18-match winning
streak and is 69-5 for the ycar.

The remarkable Yugoslav
world number one has now
rcached the final in 14 of 15
tournaments in 1992 and 30 of

31 over the past two yecars.
By reaching today's I'lna] the
Australian, French and US

Open champion also broke her
own all-time record for earn-

ings in a single year. Including
the tnpbrﬂr-:nd bonus pool

500,000 US dollars,
Secles will earn at least
2.492,353. She can pick up an
additional 130,000 US dollars
with a victory ever Navratilova
today .

The fourth-seeded Navra-
tilova, cight times a winner on
the at Madison Square
GCarden, will be ml;;l her
|4th appearance in a here
afier taking a tough serve-and-
volley duel from unseeded
American Lori McNeil 7-8, 8
4

"I'm just thrilled to be in
the final,® said the 36-year-old
Navratilova, who extended her
perfect record against McNeil
to 11-0. "lIt's three-of-five
(scts). | hope | can last that
long.”

The sell-out crowd of more
than 18,000, squarely behind
Sabatini, were treated to a re-
markable first set filled with

rallies and brilliant shot-
on both sides of the

and three
the determined
Argentine fought back o pul
the set on serve

Sabatini, whe won this
event in 1988 and was playing
her sixth consecutive semifinal
here, mined up her shots well

lﬂ-ﬂ the Yugoslav power-

Ihwnﬂ-‘hmtht
eppeortunity ted itsell,
and slicing

, and often just
slugged away from the baseline
to try to keep Seles guessing
But the 18-year-old top
secd’'s awesome power was
oo much for Sabatind,

il

1
4

That slight loss of quick-
ness and her difficulty from
the service line was all the
edge Seles needed,

Sabatini double-faulted
three times to lose the [irst
game of the set and double-
faulted twice more to drop the
third game and fall 3-0 down,
a deficit from which she never
recovered.

" MONICA SELES

“l lost a Httle bit of concen-
tration thcre. The first game
of the second set was a very
big game and | made a [ew
double faults and that madc
the difference,” said Sabatini
winner of five tournamenis
this year.

Navratilova also had her
problems from the service
line, but McNeil failed to capi
talise on her opportunitics. In
each sel McNefl went up a
break but the 18th-ranked
Texan was unable to maintain
the advantage.

Navratilow also tratled 5-4

in the first set tie-break, but
won the last three points —
two ofl McNeil's serve.

From 0-2 down in the scc-
ond set, Navratilova picked up
her game and rolled to a 5-2
lead. But an attack of nerves
kept her from closing out the
match until she lost her serve
at 5-2 and squandcered three
match points in the final

A “JAM'RATILU\. A

Im glad that one's over,”
said the relieved Navratilova.

‘I was s0 nervous in that
last game [ had trouble even
tossing Lhe ball on my serve.”

——

"Bad Boy" of
squash shines
at Andorra

ANDORRA, Nov 22: Top
seed Austin Adrraga, once the
"bad boy" of squash, won the
European Champion of cham-
pions tournament on Saturday
with a 15-8, 15-13,15-8 suc-
cess over Dutchman Lucas
Buit, reports Reuter.

Ada . born in Australia
of Spanish parents, dominated
proceedings with some excel-
lent drives and drop shots to
win in 47 minutes. But had
played two matches of over an
hour each the previous day to
reach the final.

Sabatini's satlsfymg year

NEW YORK, Nov
22: Gabriela Saba-
lini suffered a
tough loss to
Monica Seles on
Saturday but the

irrepressible Argentine ends
her week tn New York and her
year on the tour a happy and
confident tennis player,
reports Reuter.

“I'm pretty satisfiled with
my performance. I'm very sat-
isficd with the whole week,”
Sabuting sadd after her loss o

the top-seeded defending
champion at the Virginia Slims
championships.

While many players are of-
ten visibly shaken by defeat —
as American teenager Jenniler
Capriati was after falling to
Sabatini in the quarter- finals
here the attractive
Argentine always seems to find
something positive In her set-
backs.

"l feel very good, especially
al the net,” said Sabatini,
whose volley game has im-
proved tremendously.

The 22-year-old [rom
lluenos Alres at times looked
like a natural serve- and-
volleyer against Capriati and
she was in impressive when
able to fight her way to the net
against the power-hitting Seles
on Saturday .

For a player who once spent
all her matches hitting topspin
groundstrokes from the base-
line, Sabatini has every right to
be proud of her expanded
game.

I improved very much,”
she sald of her net game. "I'm
moving much better and | won

thing and deing it wdl ln
I'm very happy with
said.

Sabatini ends the vyear

PSV march on
despite the

marching order

AMSTERDAM, Nov 22: Even
the penalty of ha a man
sent ofl failed to t Dutch
lcague leaders PSV Eindhoven
who swept aside struggling
Dordrecht '90 4-1 on Saturday,
reports Reuter, II

With arch-rivals Ajax Ams-
terdam being surprisingly held
.to a 0-0 draw at home by Wi-
llem 11, Tilburg, PSV stretched
their lead to six points with a
.solid performance ahead of
Wednesday's trip to FC Porto
for their opening match in the
European champions league.
PSV were leading 2-0 when
international defender Adri
van l:nwnluntoﬂfﬁrnJ
bad foul, but even reduced to
10 men they still doubled theit

Midfielder Edward Lins-

" kens opened the scoring after
38 minutes and attacker Juul
Ellerman added the second for
PSV 16 minutes into the
second half.

. Arthur Numan grabbed the
third in the 72nd minute,
while Ellerman added his sec-
ond a minute later,

Striker Jerry Simons wro- J
ng-footed PSV keeper Hans
van Breukelen to give Dor-
drecht their solitary goal in
injury time,

A miserable afternoon for
Ajax strikers Dennis Berg-
kamp, Stefan Epittersson and
‘Marc Overmars left the Ams-
terdam club awaiting with
some concern the arrival of |
Kaiserslautern for Tuesday's
UEFA Cup match after the
German side won 5-0 at Bayer
Ubrdingen.

Vitesse Arnhem also did
little to boost their confidence
before facing Real Madrid in
their UEFA Cup match when
they lost 1-0 away to MVV
Maastricht on Friday.

LLim continues
her Scottish

SUCCESS

GLASGOW, Nov 22: Lim
Xiaoging, who lelt Beijing aftcr
the Tiananmen Square trou
bles to settle in Sweden, con-
tinued a happy return to

Scotland here yesterday, re-
ports AFP.

Lim, who won the European
women's doubles title in the
same Kelvin Hall seven months
ago, reached the women's sin-
gles [inal in defence of her
Scottish Open title in the last
world Grand Prix tourmnament
ol 1992,

Frost wins Dunlop
Phoenix golf

MIYAZAKI, Japan, Nov 22:
David Frost of South Africa beat
Japan's Kiyoshi Murota on the
second playofl hole Sunday and
won the 200 million yen (dirs
1.6 million) Dunlop Phoenix
Tournament, reports AP.

Frest, starting the final
round two strokes behind
Murota, caught up with a 5-
under-par 67 while Murota
shot a 69, leaving the two tied
at ll-under-par 277 for the
regulation 72 holes.

Both players parred the
first playoll hole, but Murota
f[ailed to save par from the
rough at the back of the green
on the second extra hole when
he chipped 10 feet past the
pin and then missed his par
putt coming back.

Frost, playing his first tour- |

nament in Japan, safely two
putted for par and the 38 mil-
lion yen (dirs 288,000) first

FAd BONN, Nov 22:
~Bayern Munich
produced some of
th:ir best soccer
' this season as
they crushed Bay-
er Leverkusen 4-2 a from
home to increase their at
the top of the Bundesliga on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

They recovered from the
shock of conceding an early
goal and overwhelmed Bayer
Leverkusen in any
second halfl sparked by captain
Lothar, Matthaeus who marked
his return from his latest in-
jury with their second goal.

With second-placed Eintra-
cht Frankfurt held to a 0-0
draw at Schlke, Bayern moved
three points clear. Werder
Bremen joined Eintracht on
19 points with a 2-0 more win
against Borussia Moenchen-
gladbach.

Bayern trainer Erich Ri-
bbeck was delighted with his
side’'s performance. "The sec-
ond ha f was our best this sea-
son,” he said.

"Everything went according
to plan. An unlucky first goal
against US wasn't used by
Bayer, who could have in-

LONDON, Nov 22:
Defending cham-
pions Leeds en-
ded a run of se-
ven games with-
out a win by

beating 1991 title winners
Arscnal 3-0 in an English

regam

Premier League match played -

under a constant downpour on
Saturday, reports Reuter.
Defendcr Chris Fairclough
and former Arsenal striker Lee
Chapman headed two second
half goals in five minutes to put
Leeds in command.
. Scottish international mid-
ficlder Gary McAllister Sealed

Sport ﬂ%
Bayern widen Bundesliga lead

. creased their early lead to 2-0.

I"'m sure that practically de-
cided the match.”

Leverkusen, trainer Rein-
hard Safting said” "It will be
very hard to stop Bayern if they
cumlnuc ln s loi

LOTHAR MATTHAEUS

Leverkusen went ahead
through midfielder Heiko
Scholz aflter 11 minutes to lead
at halftime.

Christian Ziege equalised in
the 58th minute and former
German captain Matthaeus,

their victory with the thln:l
three mtnutﬂ from tlml:

Norwich stayed
table with a 2-1 home -‘ln over
Sheflield United. They have 33
points, four more than second-

Inmd Arsenal, who had won

th?cir last six games and not
lost in 10.

Manchester United ended
a wo run of four matches
without a goal and seven with-
out vic in the b
cruutmltg.?]dlum sﬁmmr
Scotland international Brrian
McClair scoring twice.

Leeds, who gave the
European Cup priority and

Barcelona are brilliant

MADRID, -Nov 22
Lcague champi-
ons Barcelona, in
hot pursuit of
4 [Jcportive Coruna,
showed their mo-
st devastaling form to crush
Real Zaragoza 6-1 away on
Saturday, rcports Reuter.

Real Madtid, level with
Barcelona until this weckend,
slipped back when they werc
held to a 1-1 draw at lowly
Cadiz.

Barcelona's Hristo Stoi-
chkov, Aftor Begufristafn and
Ronald Koeman shared' the
goal feast with two

Koeman scored first in the
21st minute and followed it
four minutes later with an-
other goal from a t{
Beguiristain scored in equal

quick succession in the 41st

nnd 45th minute before Za-
ragoza forward Miguel Pardeza
gave: the home side some
consolation with a penalty in
the 655th minute.

Stoichkov's second goal in
the 67th minute makes him
the top league scorer this sea-
son with 12 goals in 11
maitches.

Barcelona were a man short
for the last 10 minutes after
defender Albert Ferrer was
sent ofl for a second yellow
card offence.

Real Madrid were far from
convincing against Cadiz, and
made things harder for them-
selves when Defender Ricardo
Rocha was sent off early in the
second halfl for a blatant foul
against Cadiz's Francisco Nar-
vaez 'Kiko'.

Angel Oliva scored I'rnm the

free-kick given away by Rocha
to take Cadiz to 1-0.

Real struggled to break
through the southern team's
well ordered defence and their

own erratic
gaping hales in their lines.

But Madrid finally equalised
in the 66th minute when Luis

Enrique made a brilliant run
down the right ‘wing and

R KOEMAN
crosged low for Luis Milla to
flick the ball into the net from
just two metres out.

Barcelona, with two league
wins behind them since their
humiliating defeat by CSKA
Moscow in the Cup
at the beginning of the
month,will go o the top of the
table if Deportivo fail to win
today at fourth-placed Atletico
Madrid. .

prize,

ACROSS (Dickens) DOWN mouse?”
1 Greek 39 Breach 1 Rug or 19 Louts
portico 41 Poker dance 22 Fractional
5 Queen of holdi 2 Scarlett's currency
the fairies 42 Sl.l home 24 Scrooge's
8 Pause for nl 3 City on exclama- °
Pavarofti chlrg- the Oka tion
12 Injure 45 Panay 4Townin 25 WWil org
13 Actress — seaport italy 26 Cup-ol-
Alicia 49 He was 5 Keep in sugar
14 Od Pope in good borrower?
revelers’ 804 repair 27 Synthetic
cry 51 Road 10 6 New alkaloids
15 Word with Rome England 29 Refrain
52 Do a cape syllable
house- TJ 's J0Sb
16 E'En a hoid bcnﬂlm 33 T*Sﬁl:mg
“new-laid chore 8 Brazilian Donahue
09g” 53 “Live and seaport 36 French
18 Liquid Let —~ ® Momen- poet and
measure 54 Transac- fous
20 Cower in tion 10 — and
fear 55 “Your dance
21 — Majesty” 11 Henri's
Dominoc S6Printunits head
23 Nearthe 57 Alleviate 17 “._.man — 40 Give a
Seen Solution time: 26 min. >
24 Roman ' review
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"were reduced to

often lelt [

back in the side after suffering

th and back problems,
th::‘rl; ahead in the J:u

minute,

Dutch international Jan
Wouters made it 3-1 six min-
utes later, Andreas Thom

lled one back three minutes

time but Bruno Labbadia
restored the two-goal differ-
ence in the last minute.

Borussia
10 men in
the 44th minute when Ba-
chirou Salou was sent off for a
vicious foul and Werder

Bremen made the most of it,

both their goals within

two minutes of each other in
th-placed Kaiserlautern'
tered lowly Bayer Uer-

dingen 5-0 away, with Marcel

Witeczek scoring twice. Dane

Bjarne Oldback, Demir Hotic

and Marcus Marin hit the

other goals.

Kaiserlautern trainer/Rainer
Zobel said.” "It wasn't as easy
as 1t looked. It was hard work.
We were just hoping to keep
he scores even.

Karlsruhe moved fourth
with a comfortable 3-1 victory

at home to struggling Cologne.

touch

te l4th in the league,

being written off as title
mntcmlm uriless they won
their home match with
‘Arsenal.

They crashed 4-0 at
Manchester City in their pre-
vious game following
elimination from the
European Cup semifinal stage

G
il nf‘m of the
much-criticised Leeds defence
which had conceded 27 goals

slau

in 15 previous games,
broke the when he
headgd home in the B5lst
minule.

Arsenal goal r David

Seaman, hampered by a thigh
injury, was substituted b:r Allan
Miller Immﬂliatcly after

Fn.in:hug
combined for the second five

minutes later, Chapman’s goal
ending a move n mid -
ﬂtid:ng David bﬁ“mh! who
was his first start in
the league since  joining
Leeds in the summer.

Former Manchester United
striker Mark Robins, who hit
a hattrick against Oldham in
Norwich's previous hﬁ:
game two 'ﬂlh ago, took
.:n.l.n the season to 11

W ‘home the
wirm:r tn the 31st minute.

Aston Villa exténded their
unbeéaten run to 13 maiches
with a 0-0 draw at Tottenham,

ot comugh o B (e sbove

Arsenal into second place.
Blackburn will claim this spot
if they win at Southampton

ninchnt:r United, whose
has béen criticised by

chub and shareholders for
failing to s the
side’'s strike force, ended their
drought in style.
McClair and Mark H
combined for all three in

the 28 minutes, the*
Welshman the second
wide of keeper
John Hlll'-orth and
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Saturday’s : WHAT EARLY AIRPLANE
PIONEERS URG : THE WRIGHT STUFF.
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: X equals W

The is a substitution cipher MM“
letter stands for another. If mmux
will equal O throughout
words lndwdl
locating vowels. Suiutlm



