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District roundup

SHERPUR

BCL sweeps in
college union-
polls

Nov 22 - : Bangladesh
Chhatra League (M-I) swept in
the students union election of
Sreebordi Government College
on Th , reports UNB..

Golam Marul and Liakat

Hossain were elected VP and

GS respectively.

Chhatra League, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal, Jatiya Chhatra
Samaj and Islami Chhatra
Shibir toek part in the clec-
tion.

RAJSHAHI

Seminar on

campus violence
held

Nov 22 : Violence of differ-
nt kinds prevail in the coun-

o

M Shamsur Rahman,
Professor of Political Science

read out the keynote paper on
"Terrorism. and democracy in

Bangladesh". He said democ-

racy and terrorism cannot go
together adding that terrorism
must be rooted out with an
iron hand to give democracy
an institutional shape.

Dr Anisur Rahman, Vice-
Chancellor of Rajshahi
Unm.r::g was the chiefl guest
who all sections of the
people must contribute to-
wards creating an atmosphere
congenial to the pursuit of ed-
ucation in the :

The seminar was presided
over by Arif Hasnat while Pro-
Vice Chancellor Dr Azharuddin
and President of Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists
Riazuddin Ahmed attended as

special guests.

CoMiLLA
Rival groups
clash leaves

one dead

Nov 22 : One person was
killed by gun shot and 15
others were injured, six of
them , in a clash at
M pur village of Brahman-
para thana Sunday, reports
UNB.

The dead was identified as
Dulal (30} of Mukimpur village.
He died on the spot.

The clash ensued over the
possession of a beel between
two rival groups. The seriously
injured persons were admitted
to the Kasba Health Complex.

Police arrested one person
on suspicion as nobody would
identify the fighting elements
of any group.

DINAJPUR |
Police recover

kidnapped

girl

Rebeka (14), da
Abdul Siddique of ira vil-
lage who said to have been
missing from her house since

. According to the complaint
lodged with the police Rebeka
was kidnapped by a young
man of the same village

CHAPAINAWABGANJ
Anti-corruption
Bureau fails
to institute 272
cases

Nov 22 : The Anti-corrup-
tion Bureau has failed to insti-
tute 272 cases In the 16
northern districts during last
two and hall years, for want of

approval of the higher authori-
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MADARIPUR

Sor_l-;tabs
father, dies

Nov 22 : A cruel son stabbed
his father to death at
Bengamara village in Kalkini
thana of the district, family
sources said Saturday, reports
UNB.

According to the sources,
Emdadul Bepari following a
family feud attacked his father
Rajab Ali Bepari Monday and
stabbed him mercilessly.

Later, the ill fated father
Rajab Al was taken lo Kalkini
hospital in a critical condition
where he succumbed to his in-
juries.

A case was filed with the lo-
cal police in this connection
and Emdadul remained ab-
sconding since the incident.

LALMONIRHAT

9 passengers
hurt in.
road mishap

Nov 22 : At least nine pas-
sengers were injured, threc
seriously, when a Dhaka-bound
night coach from Burimari
Friday fell into a roadside ditch
at Burir Bazar in Aditmari
thana, about 20 kilometres
from here, reports UNB.

Thé 52-seater bus with 60 |
. passengers on board met the

accident at 3 pm while it tried
to overtake a truck and fell
into a shallow ditch, passen-

gers said.
Seriously injured Jaheda
Begum (30}, of village

Barakhata in Hatibandha thana,
and Omar Mastan (50) and
Shahidul Islam (28) of

‘Tushbhandar in Kaliganj thana

of Lalmonirhat district were
admitted at Aditmari thana
health complex in critical
condition. Other injured were
released after giving first aid.

Driver, conductor and
helper of the vehicle fled the
scene after the accident, pas-
sengers said.

Aditmari thana police were
informed of the accident and
they were on way to the spot.

NETRAKONA
One commits
suicide by

taking poison

Nov 22 : One Razab Ali (60)
of village Sathbaruka under
Kendua thana of 'the district
committed suicide by taking

Hill;n on Tuesday, reports

Family sources said that
Rajab Ali had been suffering

from prolonged ailments.

An UD case has been regis-
tered with Kendua police in
this .connection.

Another message adds:
Mohangoni thana police recov-
ered a country made pipe gun
from a graveyard at the village
Borantar, police said here
Thursday.

Acting on secret informa-
tion, a contingent of police led
by Helaluddin dug out the gun
from at the graveyard on
November 12. The owner of
the pipe gun could not be
traced.

PATUAKHALI

Muslim Institute
literary forum
formed

Nov 22 : The
Institute literary

Muslim
forum has

been formed at Bhola, reports -

UNB.

A meeting of ltterateurs
held recently constituted a 27-
member executive committee,
The meeting was presided
over by poet Alhaj Md
Mokhlesure Rahman Darbesh,
while Prol Kaisar Ahmed and
Alhaj Md Showkat Hossain
were among others who at-
lended the

Contraband
cigarettes worth
Tk 1 cr seized

Nov 22 : A spectial squad of

I

Alter one
o g o st
_;-

. squad seized the
rawler named MV Mahtuddin
and recovered the contraband
cigarefies from i, the press
relcase added

BOGRA : A man is preparing a date
is made. With the advent of winter, the gur begins to appear at the markets.
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tree for extracting juice from which tasty khejurer gur

— Star photo

Large-scale cutting of date trees hits output

Fresh 'khejurer gur' now at
markets as winter begins

JESSORE, Nov 22 : The
quantity of gur from the date
juice (Khejurer gur) decreas-
ing in the district due to
felling
rate for the last few years,

One of the 21 thanas, there
are large number of date trees
in 13 thanas of the district. It
was abundant in Chowgachha,
Jhikargacha, Jessore sadar,
Sharsha, Monirampur, Obhai-
nagar, Keshobpur, Kaliganj,
Kotchandpur, Moheshpur,
Jhenidah and Harinakunadu
where juice was available in
plenty.

According to an unolficial
survey, thére were more than
4.25 lakh date trees in the dis-
trict in 1980. Gur production
was 6250 maund at an average
rate of ten seers per tree.

The earning from the sale
of gur reached at about Taka
six crore during the last sea-
son, it is reported.

Kotchandpur, Khalishpur,
Mohespur, Chowgacha, Shar-
sha, Jhikergacha, Kaliganj,
Jhenidah and Obhainagar were
lamous. :

Chowgacha, Khalshi, Chati-
anfala, Khalispur, Kaliganj,
Kotchandpur and Monirampur
were noted for gur marketing.
People from different places of
Lhe country crowded there to

ol trees at an alarming .

From Our Correspondent

purchase gur. The demand of
gur was wide-spread and it was
a profitable item. Consign-
ments of 'gur’ used to sent to
many bazars of the country
from these places.

Products ol Kaliganj, Moh-
espur, Chowgacha, Sharsha
and Jhikergacha had great
demand for speciality in
crystal and colour. There are
still some families in these ar-
eas know for their skill in this
profession.- A family at Rajapur
under Sukpukhuria union of
Chowgacha in Jessore deserves
to be mentioned in this re-
spect. More precisely, date-

cake (patall} is a legendary-

brand. It is like a hard nut out-
side but meets with supreme
palatable flagrance of cracked
in month. This is the speciality
that attracts customers with-
out rank and file.

Jessore date gur is noted

for its majestic excellence in
flavour. It is unique in sweet-
ness and satisfaction.
According to a source, ‘gur
not only used to meet the de-
mand of the country as substi-
tute of sugdr but also provides
job opportunities to a large
number of poor day-labourers.
it played a dominant role on
national economy. According
to an unconfirmed soupce,

number of professional date-
tree cutter was about two lakh
in greater Jessore. Their fami-
lies lived upon this income
which was comparatively quite
handsome and comfortable.

The season of ‘gur' start
from November with the ap-
proach of winter. It ends in
February with the departure of
winter.

Interestingly, the branches
that were obtained from
trimming the trees, were used
as fuel and it helps a lot to
meel requirement. :

There is no denying the fact
that number of date-trees in
greater Jessore is on the de-
crease. It is now less than two
lakh. What {s more surprising
is' that despite efforts to plant
trees it has no revigitation.
Those who were professional
cutter and gur producer, are
now out of employment or
many of them have taken up
some other profession in
scarch of livelthood.

Indiscriminate felling of
date-trees have deepened the
crisis and made the profession
o wane.

Taking full advantage of ru-
ral peoples financial need and
ignorance, so-called owners of
brick-fields are purchasing it
at cheaper rate and destroying
the date Lrees.

SYLHET, Nov 22: Acute
shortage of bullock has been
prevailing in all the four dis-
tricts of greater Sylhet region
for the last few ycars hindering
cultivation greatly.

The districts are: Habiganj,
Sunamganj, Moulvibazar and
Sylhet.

According to sources, about
50 te 60 per cent families have
no bullock for tilling their eul-
tivable lands in this region.
Consequently, considerable
acreage of cultivable lands re-
main fallow every year. :

Most of the farmers carry
on with their agricultural
works on share-basis as they
can not afford to purchase bul-
lock or cow due to the abnor-
mal rise in the prices of bul-
lock. At present, a pair of bul-
lock costs Taka 6,000 to Taka
9.000 or more at different
markets. For this, the farmers
often have to hire bullock for

From Our Correspondent

cultivating their lands.

Sometimes, they have to till
their lands with spades. Many
of them even use milch cows
to cultivate the land resultin
decrease in the production o
milk.

According to a survey, every
ycar discascs take a heavy toll
of cattle. Natural calamities
also claim lives of many bul-
lock. According te an oflicial
source a large number of catile
also die in these districts due
to the floods, almost every
year. Besides, it is also in-
formed that a section of greedy
cobblers are found poisoning
cattle in different areas of the
districts only to collect skins.

On the otherhand, slaugh-
tering of bullock has increased
to a greal extent following the
scarcity of fish in the markets.
Epidemics and discases also
take a heavy toll as these can
not be fought eflectively due to
the miserable condition of vet-

Bullock shortage acute in Sylhet

erinary hospitals where acute
scarcity of medicines is a per-
manent problem.

Acute shortage of necessary
stafll and medicines in the vet-
erinary hospitals is a regular
aflair, especially in the rural
areas.

Scarcity of Fodder in differ-
ent arcas is also prevailing for
different reasons. As a result,
the poor and middle class
farmers are selling out their
cows and bullock at cheaper
rates.

Taking advan of the sit-
uation, a section of cow traders
are purchasing hundreds of
cows [rom the farmers and
these are being supplied to
different places and those are
being slaughtered daily for
consumeplion as meal, L s
learnt.

If the trend continues, cul-
tivation of crops would be

hampered greatly, it is appre-
hended.

NATORE : The river
breeding centre in the town.

arad is now covered

L 3

with hyvarinth *;rhich has become

' hospital for autopsy.
House

Notes from
Satkhir:

From Our Correspondent

" SATKHIRA, Nov 22: Traffic
congestion and violation of
traffic rules are creating seri-
ous problems at the district
headquarters.

The trucks and buses mov-
ing towards Dhaka, Khulna,
Jessore, Kaliganj from Satkhira
pass through the middle of the
town at a high speed and
threatens the movement of
pedestrians including college
and sc going students. -

Two commit
suicide
- One Shawkat Ali (13), son
of Magreb Ali of Shalley and
Mamata Barkar (13), daughter
of Kanainath of village
Gopinathpur both under
Satkhira Sadar thana commit-
ted suicide by taking insecti-
cides recently. :

It is learnt that both of
them committed suicide over
family troubles.

They died on the spot. The
bodies were sent to Satkhira

rent
increases

The house rent at the dis- -

trict town Including seven
thanas has increased abnor-

It is learnt that due to ab-
normal rise in the prices of
construction materials, the
land owners were reluctant to
construct new houses.

On the otherhand, popula-
tion boom has further aggra-
vated the situation. No having
plan was taken up by the gov-
ernment in the district so far.
As a result, the law paid em-
ployees of government, au-
tonomous bodies, private or-
ganisations and low paid in-
come groups have been sufier-
ing for the acute housing prob-
lems.

At present, a kutcha house
is being rented at Taka 500 to
Taka 650 and a building house
at Taka 1200 to Taka 2000 in-
stead of Taka 400 to Taka 500
and Taka 800 to Taka 1500.

It is learnt that the same
problem has been prevailing in
Kaliganj, Kalaroa, Debhata,
Asassuni, Tala and Shyamnagar
thanas.

One gets life-term
for killing father

Sudhendu Kumar Biswas,
Additional Sessions Judge,
Satkhira convicted one
Samsuddin Sarder of village
Debnagar under Sadar thana
and sentenced him to life-
term imprisonment and fined
Taka 10,000 in default to suf-
fer one year more RI on charge
of killing his father recently.

According to court sources,
the victim Nesarat Sardar, fa-
ther of the accused Samsuddin
Sardar went to harvest paddy
which transplanted by his son
Samsuddin on October 5,
1989. The accused tried his fa-
ther to stop the harvesting but
failed. As a result, being grew
angry, he hit his father with
sharp knife and died on the
spot.

A case was filed with
Satkhira police station in this
regard. After the investigation,
police submitted chargesheet
against him. The learnced judge
tricd the case and after exam-
ining the witnesses, he found
him guilty and awarded the
above punishment.

ians face
problems

In absence of footpaths on
most roads of the town, the
pedestrians have been facing
inconveniences to walk on the
road.
Town residents complained
that serious problems are often
created in the movement of
vehicles and rickshaws in ab-
sence of footpath in court road
of the town. '

According to the rickshaw-
pullers, court road is the main
and important road of the
town which remain always busy
with people and vehicular
movement for want of footpath.

The pedestrians are the
worst sufferers who do not
find any path to pass the road.

It is widely felt that the
road should be widened imi-
mediately with footpath for the
smooth movement of the ve-

. hicles and also the people.

5 get Manorama
Mashima Chhatri

Stipend

BARISAL, Nov 22 : Five stu-
denis who secured highest
marks in the SSC examinations
of 1992 from different high
schools of Barisal district were
recently awarded Monorama
Mashima Chhatri Stipend, re-

poris BSS.
Dutta was a

leader of the then anti-British
movement of India and a
Headmistress of Barisal Girls'
School.

Manorama Mashima Smriti
Sangsad iIntroduced the
stipend for the girl, students *
of the district last year.
hﬁru Khanam, General

re , Bangladesh Mahila
I’l.rhlﬂ was present as chief
guest on the occasion.

Sasanka Muk and
Geeta Mukharjee from India

were also present as special | meeting at the

guests.

| Awami
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| Road mishaps claim 9

lives in 2 districts

MADARIPUR, Nov 22: A
school boy was ran over by a
speeding truck in Rajoir thana
last week, reports UNB.

Witnesses said Rafiq (10)
was hit by the speeding truck
from behind near Samadder
bridge while he was playing
there. He died on the spot.

The driver managed to flee
along with the truck
A case was filed with the lo-
police.

Another report says: One
person was killed under the
wheels of a speeding night .
coach at Babna village in Rajoir
thana on Faridpur-Barisal

highway, police said here
Saturday

The victim was identified as
Chunnu Mia (20) of Durgabodi
vlll.‘nlf in Rajoir thana.

e incident occurred
while Chunnu Mia was
the road Tuesday. His body was
sent to morgue for post-
mortem. A case has been filled
with the local thana.

cal

UNB report from Rangpur
says: Three pas rs were
killed when they fell from the
roof of a running minibus here
on Rangpur-Dinajpur highway
near Taraganj Post Office
Thursday, police said.

One of the victims was
identified as Azizul Islam (30)
while the identity of others
were not known immediately.

. The passengers were trav-
elling on the roof of Dinajpur-
bound minfbus {Rnngpurr-JJl _
4435) and met the tragic end
of their lives when the vehiele
dashed with a roadside tree,
police added. .

lwocal people held the driver’
and the minibus soon after the
accident and handed over to
police.

A case has been filed with
the local police in this con-
nection.

UNB report from Gaibandha
says: Two passengers were
killed and 33 others injured,
15 seriously, when a minfbus
collided with a trolley and both
the vehicles were hit by an-
other microbus here on Dhaka-

Rangpur highway at Taltala in
G-Dblnd.lpnj thana on Friday.

According to police,
bound minibus (No Ba — 6027)
collided with a su car-
rier trolley and Naogaon bound
speeding microbus (Ne 02-
009) dashed both the vehicles
killing Mofazzal Hossain (56)
on the spot.

Another passenger suc-
cumbed at Gatbandha Moderni-
sed Hospital. His identity could
not be ascertained tmmedia-
tely.

All the seriously injured
passengers were admitted to
Gobindaganj, Gaibandha and
Rangpur Medical College
Hospitals.

. :

Harvesting

of Aman Crop

going on in dist
From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, Nov 22:
Harvesting of aman crops in
different chars of the district
has been started from the very

of November.

Although pest attack and
drought threatened the pro-
duction, the harvest is better.

The poor farmers are afraid
of lathials, terrorists and a
class of land owners who are
secking opportunity to cut the
crops forcibly depriving the
helpless and poor farmers.
This sort of looting of crops is
a regular affair in every season.

The farmers of different
chars situated in
Bhurungamari, Nayeswari,
Ulipur, Chilmari, Rowmari,
Rajibpur and Kurigram thanas

have been threatened by the
miscreants, terrorist and
lathials and quarrel frequently
occurs in the char areas.

The farmers are afraid of
wither they will be able to har-
vest the crops. As a result,
their hard labour and invest-
ment will go in vain.

The district administration
has been urged repeatedly to
take proper measures to main-
tain law and order to help the

poor farmers to harvest their
crops but the vain.

The government have been
requested to take strong mea-
sures so that peace in char
area is prevailed and poor
farmers can harvest their
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NARAYANGANJ

The representatives of Central

'Ehal_aghnr Ashar’ whutooi: part 'Orlionak Camp-92' in
Russia seen with Hasnath Jahan Lina, central leader,
Khelaghar Ashar at local Ali Ahmed auditorium

recently.

— Star Photo

People urged to take
part in uplift work

RANGPUR, Nov 212:
Communications Minister Ol
Ahmed on Wednesday said
petty personal and party inter-
ests should not be the goal of
politics and called on people
to participate in development
activities now going on across
the country, reports UNB.

He was addressing a work
crs rally at the local circuit
house where about two hun-
dred leaders and workers of

League, Ganatantri
Party and Jatiya Party formally

joined the BNP.

Prof Rezaul Karim, MP,
Begum Rebaka Mahmud, MP,
BNP Divisional Organising
Secretary Rezaul Haque Rana
and BNP central committee
member Rahimuddin Varasha
also spoke on the occasion.

Oli Ahmed said Shaheed

_President Zia had for the first
time initiated the
development and so

itics of

ty in
the country. "It is now our turn

to ¢ the positive politics
ill':.'dy under the

of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia."

He called upon all political
workers and leaders who
joined BNP to contribute sig-
nificantly in establishing a
peaceful society free from ter-
rorism.

Earlier, addressing another

r Circuit

House, the Communications

Minister asked the distriet
level officials to bridge the gap
between the people and the

t so that people do
not suffer from any sense of

{solation.

The BNP does not mix up
politics with administration,
he said adding 'we are all
party to the success and failure
of a democratic government”.

Father held
on charge of

killing minor son
JESSORE, Nov 22 : Pelice
nabbed Ansar Ali of the town

Friday on ¢ of killing his
nine months old son Meraj,

death.
Later, mother of the baby
flled a case with Kotwali thana

and rlm arrested ac-
Another w:l-ﬂt t A
meeting of the :
was held here at Deputy
Commissioner's office on

Friday



