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Minister tells seminar

Donors less keen on

gas exploration

Enec and Mineral Re-
sounrces Dr Khandkar
Mosharral Hossain

urged local private sector
entrepreneurs as well as

multinationals to invest
in the development of the
country s energy sector, re-

ports

Bangladesh has a tremen-
h-m for natural : ex-
ploration and exports, told
a seminar on “Development of
the role of natural gas in th:
encrgy market of
at Engincers’ Institution audi-
torfum.

"It s a gas-prone country —
success ratio in striking gas is
3:1 in our country while the
world standard is 10:1. Gas
could be found in one well
against three wells dug”, Dr
Hossain said.

" both technical

He said that recoverable re-
serve of gas in the country is
10 trillion cubic feet and it
could be consumed till the
year 2110. Per capita energy

in the country,
he out, still remained
at a very low level of 51 kg oil
per year against 226 kg in
india and 213 kg in Pakistan.

The Minister observed that
donors were less keen on gas
exploration for it involved

investment.
said the country has

hands and
know-how in the field of hy-
drocarbon exploration and de-
velopment, but lacked ade-
quate funds for investment in
the sector. The government
alone cannot invest to develop
the sector, he pointed out.
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Satellitelmnu:hedtohelp
develop 'Star Wars' system

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE, Calif,

Nov 21: The

United States on Saturday launched a small satellite on a dirs
19 million mission tnhtlz the Defence Department develop

its "Star Wars" system
missiles. A Scout rocket

oflf from this coastal military
, spokeswoman for the National

said Jan Ceoo

and destroy incoming nuclea
the MST1- | satellite blasted
base at 5:45 am PST (13456
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tage of the laxity and delay the
floating of public shares indef-
initely,
source.

Between 1985 and 1988 a
total of 18 general insurance
companies, including one co-
operative insurance society,
were set up in the private

sector.

all of these insur-
ance companies are registered
as public limited companies,
only four have sold shares to
the public.

rest are virtually con- -

tinuing to op-erlt‘n private
limited companies as they are
yet to float shares, the source
pointed out. Of these, six have
already completed five to six
of o .
During the same
three other firms started life
insurance companies and
nont of them have yet floated
shares in the stock market.
One of these have already

completed seven years of op-
eration.
According to the Insurance

According to available
records, all of these general

insurance companies have
declared dividends of 12 to 26

cenl last r.
Fr‘ﬂr oﬂchﬂum said thai
the government inaction lo
mpcl these insurance com-

noted an official

shares.

The companies which have
not yet floated public sharcs
are continuing to declare divi-
dends on the subscribed capi-
tal of Taka three crore thIc
those which have sold shares
to the general public have to
declare dividends on the sub-
scribed capital of Taka six
crore.

*Thus the sponsors of the
companies who have not
floated their public shares are
getting more benefit than the
sponsors of companies who
have sold shares to the general

public,” the source pointed
outL

Observers noted thal
presently there is no compul-
sion for companies to become
public limited companies af-
ter restri¢tions on pri-
vate investments, which re-
q.ﬂrd companies with a paid—

p capital of Taka one crore
ur more to register as a public
limited company, was with-
drawn by the government last
year.

Thus, the companies which
:Iu register as public limited
should be madc to

ﬂnlt public shares within a

t time frame, t
- =

“This anomalous situation
should not be allowed to con-
tinue for an indefinite period

after the withdrawal

capital restrictions on pri-

vate Jnvestment,” the ob-
servers added.

Al present, businesses reg-
isticred as a public limited
company are given a flive per
cenl  advantage in corporalc

tﬂrm-mmp-.rdmtheprl-

‘SKOP, govt talks
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The agreement was signed
between the SKOP and tht

government fulluwlnf
decade-long-struggle the

former to realise its ﬂw.- -point
charter of demands.

The SKOP demands in-
cluded halt to denationalisa-
tion of public sector indus-
tries and businesses, fixation of
a minimum national wage for
both the public and the private
sector workers at Taka 1400
and repeal of certain clauses of
the labour laws that went
against the interests of the
workers and employees.

According to the agreement
signed last July the govern-
ment was under obligation to
reach a consensus with the
SKOP before deciding any fur-
ther privatisation of the public
sector industries and enter-.
priscs,

The government was also
obligated, under the agree-
ment, to announce the mini-
mum national wage for the
workers and employees and
finalise the Wage Commission
report within two and three
months respectively from the
date of its signing.

A wage commission, com-
prising representatives from
the government, the employ-
ers associations and the SKOP,
was also formed immediately
after the agreement.

The government, according
to the agreement, was under
obligation to implement the
Wage Commission recom-

mendation with retrospective
:Enct from Jul 1, 1991.

A ten-member committee ,
headed by a Joint of
the Ministry of Labour and
Man r. was also consti-
tuted to settle the disputed is-
sues in the five-point charter

of demands that virtually
cluded a total of 78 points

The Labour and Hnnpow:r
Minister, meanwhile had
sought extensions of 45 days
from the deadlines to
announced national mini-
mum wage and finalise the
Wage Commission report.
Time was granted by the
SKOP.

The Manpower Minister, at
yesterday's meeting, further

t a month's from today
to the Wage Commi-
ssion report but the SKOP
leaders regretted, sources
said.

The Minister, however, re-
fterated the government
commitment to implement the
Wage Commission recommen-
dation with retrospective ef-
fect from first July, 1991,

Although the SKOP leaders
refused to allow a fresh onc-
month deadline to the gov-

ernment to come out with the:

announcement of meeting the
demands, they said 'yes' to the
government proposal to con-
tinue the negotiations before
and aflter the observance of 48-
hour workers strike, sources
said.

¢ The leaders of the SKOP,

however, will meet today af-
ternoon to decide fts next
course of action while the
Wage Commission will meet
this moming.

The government was repre-
sented at the three-hour
meecting by the Labour and
Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan and the
Forests and Environment
Minister Abdullah Al Noman.

Abdus Salam Khan, Nurul
Anwar,- Nazrul Islam Khan,
Pratap Uddin, Yakub Al
Bhuiyan and SM Rumi repre-
sented the SKOP

=
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Agitated processionists sto-
ned at the roadside shops
which remained open during
their demonstration.

But all the shops in the
Government  New Market,
Gauchia Market, Chandni
Chawk Super Market and
Dhanmondi Hawkers' .Market
were closed in the evening.
The shopkeepers wore black
badges to mourn the death of

their colleague.

Shopkeeper Mohammad
Rafiq Hin was killed when
gunmen from the Dhaka
College compound opened fire
on a procession of the owners
and shopkeepers near the col-

lege Thursday.

Today's strike call was

by the shopkeepers at a

rally in front of the Jatiya Press

Club Friday to protest the
killings.

During the dawn-to-dusk
strike in the city's markets
loday, two protest meeti of
the shopkeepers will be held
at the Government New
Markct at noon and another in

“front of the Juliyﬂ Press Cluk

at 3 pm.
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safer places inland, some as far
as the Baukhali bridge, seven
kilometers from the seafront.
Everyone took the danger sig-
nal scriously this time, unlike
some previous occasions one
could mention.

Well, not quite everyone.

Al a government ra-
tory school in town, wan
used as a lheltrr for 2000
cvacuces, a volunteer com-
plained that some peeple had
to be dragged out of their
houses by the .

"They feared that somebody
would come and steal all their
stull when they were gone,” he
said.

Cox's Bazar Deputy Commi-
ssioner Enamul,K Kabir ack-
nowledged the problem, but
said it was mainly to do with
shrimp farmers.

"Shrimp farmers were
worried that their prawns
might get stolen”, Kabir told
The Daily Star, "but we re- as
sured them by FII“I'EE
police patrols
as w::lla: in t.hc town.”

In all 481000 people were
evacuated in 12 hours in what
Kabir termed as "a giant eflort

Telt

Giant or .not, the shape of
the cffort was disputed by
some of the evacuecs as they
left their shelters for home
Saturday afternoan.

I had to find my own
transport and pay through my
nose,” sald Majida Khatun, an
elderly woman.

Others al the Cox's Bazar
Government Women's College
shelter agreed, and said rick-
shawpullcrs had charged 20
takas for a five-taka trip.

Back at the Preparatory
School, however, the few of"
the evacuees who were still
there in the afternoon,
disagreed vehemently.,

"The DC put on trucks on
the road for us, and the trucks
brought us all here,” said one.

Another said workers from
all political parties were out
Friday night helping with the
evacuation.

The DC thought there was
no rcason why a fmture emer-
gency should not produce the
same kind of response [rom
the people.

He did not think people
would ignorc another danger
warning, just because the cy-
clone did not strike hoime this

A fire burned part of the Windsor Castle, the 900-year-old fnrtres:, that IS a weekend hnme to
Queen Ehzabeth [1, destroying a banquet hall, severely damaging several state rooms, at
11.30 GMT Friday. ’I'ha loss in tens of millions won't be cnmpensnted for royal belongings are

mnur&d

— Star TV phntu

Siddique Sardar | Bid to rob Shitol
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country's biggest jute mills for
long 40 years since its cstab-
lishment, gripped the entire
mills area with grief.
Thousands of workers of
AJM and other mills [rom the
Narsingdi-Demra-Rupganj-
Tongi industrial belt attended
Sardar's namaj-e-janaza.
Sardar’s body was taken to
and kept for sometime at his
Dhaka Baju Colony residénce,
which was being guarded by

Eollcc since the May clash
ciween the followers of

Stddique Sardar and Abul
Kashem.

Later, his was sent to
his village home of Charbhata
under Noakhali Sadar Thana
for burial.

The AJM workers have
taken up a four-day pro-
gramme beginning today to
condole the death of Sardar,
The programmes include
wearing of black-badges, hold-
ing of dll::ulalnn mecting, mi-
Iﬁ mahfil, Quran khawani and

fceding of destitute.

Meartwhile, the court arrest
programme announced by the
workers' unions belongi to

AL and JP carlier, has been
postponed today. The pro-
gramme was scheduled

-

Store again:
two held

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were arrested,
onc of them with bullet injury
when a group of gunmen ex-
changed shots with patrol
police at Bangla Motor areca in
the city early Saturday.

Dhanmondi police said that
a police team led by a Sub-
Inspector Shahnur Alam
chased a group of armedmen
who reportedly tried to rob
Shitol Department Store at
Hatirpool at around 3 am yes-
terday. .

On the way to escape by a

microbus and a private car the
| gunmen exploded crackers

and opened gunshets at the

police who also opened fire in
return, said police.

Moniruddin Sagor, 19, who
sustained bullet injury in po-
lice firing gunshots, was bein
treated at the Dhaka Medica
College Hospital (DMCH) un-
der police custody, said police.
.~ Another arvested person
Abdul Mannan was detained at
the Dhanmondi Pelice Station

The nth:r gunmen managed

tomorrow in demand of pro-AL | to escape with the microbus

labour leader and the CBA
President of the AJM Rehan-
uddin Rehan's release.

but lice seized the private
car bearing numbct aka
| GHA-8444,

'Flamodol' syrup
withdrawn

The government yesterday
decided to withdraw all bate-
hes of Paracetamol syrup
manufactured by Messrs Ad-
flame Pharmaceuticals Limi-
ted, 257/1, Elephant Road
Dhanmondi, Dhaka, and mar-
keted under the brand name of
'Flamodol' as it contains
dyethelene glycol dlll“..-ﬂl re-
portﬂ [3SS. .

A press release of the Drug
Administration Directorate
said that dyethelene glycol was
not suitable for drug manufac-
turing and the directorate had

never given any approval for its

import for manufacturing of

drugs.
The doctors have been re-

guested not to prescribe the
above medicine while - the
chemists” and druggists have
been asked to refrain from
sclling and requested the
members of public not te use

Contraband
cigarettes seized

CHITTAGONG, Nov 21:
Detectives of Chittagong Met-
ropolitan Police (CMP) re-
covered contraband cigarettes
worth Taka 70,000 [rom
Phulchari Para under port po-
lice last night, reports BSS.

lier to saler places fearing a
possible disaster, began re-
turning home volun ;
More than six lakh people
had been evacuated earlier to

safer :
ﬂm said, some of the
control rooms opened here

have been closed with the im-
provement in the situation.

Offices functioned as usual
while shops and markets
stayed open. Vehicles plied on
the roads.

The day was a bit sunny In
the morning though sultry
weather closed in later.

Two Rohingya refugee
camps at Teknal, Damdami
One and Two, were partially
damaged by the gusty wind
while some low lying areas
were inundated due to a tidal
surge causced by the passing
storm.

France
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The EC and the United
Stales on Friday reached an
agrcement on the major ele-
mcnts blocking progress in
GATT talks, notably the issues
of agriculture, service and
market access.

He said Franee could not
accept the deal which it re-
garded only as a proposal made
by two EC members afler dis-
cussing with the United States.

(Detailed story on Page 6)

'Accidents
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minibus turned over al
Nabinagar, Manikganj at about
11.30 am Friday.
. The victims werce identified
as Kalicharan Paul, 85, and
Dulal Chandra Paul 18. Fatally
injured victims were sent o
the DMCH where Kalicharan
Paul succumbed to his injurics
aflter admission.

Police sent the body to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy.

In another road aecident,
at least four persons were in-
jured when a motor cycle
knocked a mishuk in front of
Prime Minister's oflice,
Sugandha at about 3 pm in the
city Saturday.

The victims
passenger Monwar Ali, 35,
Atiar Rahman, 36 Mohammad
Taser Ali, 90 and mishuk
driver Mohammed Jahirul
Islam, 30 were admitted to the
DMCH.

Iridia denies
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several kilometres off the Tin

Bigha corridor.
The BSF officials also as-
uured that all sorts of

Bangladeshi vehicles would be
allowed to pass’ through the
corridor.

Of late, there have been in-
stances of BSF men's ob-
structing some vehicles espe-
cially trucks while passing
through the corridor to go to

Lthe enclave, Dnhlgrnm
Surface wind
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ing Andaman Sea.

Sufficient energy from the
sea surface provided by the
above 27 degrees Celsius tem-
perature and low vertical wind
shear intensified the cyclonic
system, the Met official said.

Temperature of the Bay sur-
face remains high during this
scason, he added.

Rahman said that the coun-
try's Met office was now suffi-
ciently equipped to "forecast
accurately” but that they
(equipments) could not con-
trol nature.

Moreover, the Met office is
also backed up by the Space
Research and Remote ltn-tnﬁ

‘| Organisation (SPARRSO) whic
regularly supplies it satellite | gifts. Frinci

photographs.

The officials of the SPA-
RRSO also expressed similar
opinions on the "miraculous
weakening” of the powerful cy-
clone, set to ravage the Cox's
Bazar and Chiltagong coasts
until Friday afternoon.

were mishuk

1 last

devaluation of the peseta in a te
other EC central bank chiefs

conference with

PM: Armed Forces
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The Prime Minister pre-
sented some gilts to the mem-
bers of the martyr familics and
enquirced about their well-be-
ing. She also assurcd them of
looking into their problems.

Earlier, on her arrival at
Sena Kunja, Begum Zia was re-
cefved by Chief of Army Staff Lt

Gencral Muhammad Noor

| Uddin Khan, Chief of the Naval

Stafl Rear Admiral Mohammad
Mohaiminul Islam and Chief of
the Air Staff Air Vice Marshal
Altaf Hossain Chowdhury.

The Prime Minister said
the Armed Forces were our
pride and they are the sons of
this sofl.

Begum Zia said the mem-
bers of the Armed Forves, the
sentincls of our independence
and sovereignty, had always
stood by the people in time of
their crisis.

The Armed Forces had a set
up a bright exampie of serving
the distrcssed during the last
year's devastating cyclone and
tidal surge.

Begum Zia said our Armed
Forces had also earned reputa-

tion in international arena. She

said the members of the
Armed Forces had played a
significant role in Irag-iran
fmntirr Namibia, Saudi A.rnl:h

and Kuwait-Irag

She said lht m of
the Armed Forces al present
are playing an important role
in the reconstruction of
Kuwait, and in Cambedia,
Yugoslavia and West Sahara.

m Zia said the historic

Forces Day is a memo-
rable day in our national con-
trﬂumthild-y!ljﬁrz
the armed forces and t
people on all strata had unit-
edly launched final operation
for the country's indepen-
dence.

She' said the sovereign
Bangladesh was the result of
the dedication, patriotism and
heroism of the armed forces:
and the people.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her sincere greetings
to the members of the armed
forces and paid rich tribules o
those who had laid down their
lives for liberating our mother-
land. :

-

She said the supreme sac
rifices of the armied l'ﬂﬂ:!
would be remembered forcver,
and prayed for the peace .of
their departed souls:. The
Prime Minister also wished
success of the armed forees in

their great dutics of saleguard-"
ing the national independence.

Armed Forces Day observed
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the armed fo who had em-
braced martyrdom in the War
of Liberation in 1971.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda, Zia. who is also the
Defence Minister, placed floral
wreath at the Sh Anirban

to pay her respect to the
| Shaheedan (martyrs).

Chiefs of Staff of the three
services and other senior
armed forces officers were
present. Smart contingents of
army, navy and air force pre-
sented arms salute while the
buglers were in tune with the
post on both the occasions.

Chief of Army Stall
Lieutenant General Muhammad
Noor Uddin Khan, chiel of
naval stafl Rear Admiral
Mohammad Mohaiminul Islam
and chiel of air stafl Air Vice-
Marshal Altal Hossain Chou-
dhury also placed floral wrea-
ths :1t the "Eh!khn Anirban'
.| separately.

’rincipal stafl officers and
other senior officers of the
three services were present
during the wreath laying by
their respective chiefl of stall.

A reception to the next of
kin of shaheed Captain
Mohiuddin Zahangir, Bir
Shrestho, Shaheed Bgoy Md
Mostafa Kamal Bir Shrestho
and shaheed sepoy Hamidur
Rahman, Bir Shrestho, was
held at the army headquarters.

Chiefl of army stall Lieulte-
nant General Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan met the father of
Shaheed Captain Zahangir, the
father and the son of shaheed
Scpoy Mostala Kamal and the
mother ol shaheed sepoy Ha-
mid on the occasion. He pre-
sented gifts to each of the
shaheed f[amilies. Principal
stafl officers and other senior
officers of the army headqu-
arters were also present.

A similar reception was
held at the naval headquarters
at Banani. Chief of the naval
stafl Rear Admiral Mohammad
Mohaiminul Islam met the

children of shaheed Md Ruhul
Amin, Bi rﬂtho Il-n. also
presente m with some
stafl officers of

the naval uariers were

present.
Chiefl of Air Stall air vice-

marshal Altal Hossain Chou-

dhury alse hosted a similar

reception at the air head-
ers. Daughter of shaheed

ight lleutenant M Matiur

[Rahman. 3ir Shrestho, at-
tended the reception. lle pre-
scnited her with some gifts.

Chicfs ol Stall of the three
services paid courtesy call on
the President and Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces Abdur Rahman Biswas
at Bangabhaban and stayed
with him for some time.

Defenecc Secretary MA
Malik was present on the oc-
casion.

They also paid courtesy call
on Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia at the armed
forces division and stayed with
her for some time. Defence
Secretary MA Malik and the
Principal Stafl Officer of the
Armed Forces division Maj.
General MSA Bhuiyan were
present.

President and Supreme
Commander of the armed
forces Abdur Rahman Biswas
inaugurated a grand display of
military hardware at the north-
western part of the old airport
at Sher-e- N

Miniattmtcﬁ Stall of
the There Services, diplomats
and other high civil and mili-
tary officials were also present
on the occasion,

Editorial on page 4

Family code
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Kamal stated that many as-
pirations of the people still
remain ignored and steps are
not being taken to fulfil them.

“All must be made aware of
their rights and co tion
of all forces is needed to fulfil
them,” Kamal said.

Dr Kamal also supported
the Mahila Parishad
for introducing a uniform fam-
ily code and saild the
Constitutfon will not be a bar-
rier to it

Attorney General Aminul
Haque also agreed te Dr
Kamal's observations and said
implementation of human
rights as cmbedded in the
Cons{itution would remove any
disparitics for women.

Dr Atiur Rahman in his

sajd the women can

mll not play role in the policy
making of the country.

He said nnr:: -
must be voca realising
women's rights. He stated that
once women are ornganised,
they will be able (o realise
their demands.



