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Today's Tie Brily Star con-

tains an 8-page tabloid size
4 -colour luppl:ment on
"Armed Forces Day”.

NEWS BRIEFS

Russian air force
commander held
MOSCOW., Nov 20: The
commander of a Russian air
force unit and his deputy were

arrested and charged with
embezzling state property,

and lbul: of power,
ITAH-;E riday. Maj Gen

Viadimir Hodinnnv and Col
Georgy Iskrov were investi-
zlul by military tors

the Illtpl use of military
planes to carry passengers and
ireight from Sfberia to central
Russia, reports AP.

DUJ emergency
meet today

An emergency meeting of
the Executive Committee of
Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) will be held today at 11
am at the union office, a DUJ
ress rcilease said. All office
and members of the
Exccutive Committee includ-
ing the unit chiefs have been
requested to altend the meet-

ing. reports BSS.

56 more arrested on
various
Police rounded up 56 peo-
ple from different parts of the
city Friday on varfous charges,

a DMP press release said
terday. Of the arrested, &:.:
were wanted criminals, one on
charge of murder, two for Tob-
bery and three for stealing, re-
ports UNB.

Huda leaves

for Bahrain

Information Minister Bar-
rister Nazmul Huda left Dhaka
yesterday evening on a five-day
i o e Gt

government o
Bahrain, reports BSS,

|

‘have

uneasy calm descended

mmcmm;ﬂm

coast yesterday as the severe
cyclonic storm brewed in the

was heading to-
and was likely
to hit the coastline in the early
morning today (Saturday).

According to a Storm

Centre bulletin issued
midnight last night. the scverc
cyclonic storm with a core of
hurricane winds over the
north Bay and adjoining cen-
tral Bay moved northeastwards
and was centred at 11-30 pm
Friday about 225 kms south-
west of Cox’s Bazar town,

It said, it is likely to inten-
sily further and move in north-
casterly direction at a speed
about 15 km per hour (kmph)
and may cross Chittagong-
Cox's Bazar coast by early

hturdl{;:'nﬂng. '
Perip gusty wind of the

storm may start affecting

The maximum sustained
wind within 74 kms of the
slorm cenire was aboutl 190
kmph rising to 220 kmph in
guslts or squalls. The sea would
remain very rough.
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By Staff Correspondent

Maritime port of Cox's Bazar
was advised last night to keep
hoisted Great Danger Signal
Number Ten. Districts of Cox's
Bazar and their ofl-shore is-
lands and chars were under
the same great danger signal.
Districts of Chittagong, Fend,
Noakhali, Laxmtpur and Bhela
and their off-shore islands and
chars were under Great
Danger Signal Number Eight.

The maritime port® of
Mongla was advised to keep
hoisted Local Warning Signal
Number Four.

The districts of Patuakhali,
Barisal, Borguna, Pirojpur,
Bagerhat, Khulna, Satkhira and
their off-shore islands and
chars were under Local
Warning Signal Number Four
while river ports of, the dis-
tricts of Chittagong, Cox's
Bazar, Feni, Noakhali, Laxmi-
pur and Bhola were advised to
keep hoisted Riverine Great
Danger Signal Number Four.
Riverports of the districts of
Patuakhali, Barisal, Borguna,
Pirojpur, Bagerhat, Khulna,
Satkhira and Comilla were also
advised lo keep hoisted
Riverine Warning Signal
Number Two

The bulletin said, the low-
lying areas of the districts of
Cox's Bazar, C Fenti,
Noakhali, Laxmipur and Bhola
and their off-shore islands and
chars were likely to be tnun-
dated by a storm surge of
height 10 to
normal astronomical tide.

The bulletin added that the
low-lying areas of the districts
of Patuakhal, Barguna, Bager-
hat and Khulna and their off-
shore islands and chars werc
likely to be inundated by a
storm surge 4 to 6 feet above
normal astronomical tide.

Tress, semi pucca and
kucha houses are likely to be

uprooted or damaged by gusty

or squally winds.
All fishing boats - and
trawlers in north have

been advised to remain in safe
shelter till further notice.
Observing the eyclone's
movement which was first no-
ticed in the Bay of Bengal on
Tuesday, Director of Space
Research and Remote Sensing
Organisation (SPARRSO) Dr
AM Chowdhury last night told
The Daily Star that the cyclone
rcmained stationary in one

Sec Page 12 Col 7

Lakhs taken to safety [

cnm’monu. Nov 20: Over
six lakh people have been
taken to safety today from the
low-lying areas of Chittagong,
Cox's Bazar and Noakhali dis-

um[:muﬂ:n of ness
to impending hurri-
| canc, officials here

Of the total, about ﬂw.- lakh
people were shifted alone from
the olfl-shore areas in Cox's

[3azar district alone.
The evacuated people took
refuge in diffen:nt cyclone

B A

,u-

el their wvolunteers

were de hynd at 25 coastal

thanas in ' the southern

to alert the people.

Officials here said that ex-

lensive measures had been
taken to tackle the disaster.

Talking to The Daily Star,

Additional Divisional Com-

missioner AK Munshi said, "we
taken all humanly

peculiar type of cyclone.”

In Chittagong Export
Processing Zone (CEPZ), a
large number of sandbags have
been dumped around {ts em-
bankments to cheek erosion in
the face of tidal surge, officials
said.

A round-the-clock control
room has becen set up at the
CEPZ.

From the Chittagong port,
all ships have been moved Lo

From Staff Correspondent

safer places while berthing of
ships from the outer anchor-
age remained suspended.

All ajrcraflt have been moved
elsewhere [rom the Patenga
airport and nearby Air Force
base. Navy ships have also been
removed.

Chittagong Airport Station
Manager Mohammad Shaha-
buddin said all major
equipment, including Gmund
Power Unlt ([GPU), and inter-

‘naﬂuna.l ﬁca have hf:t:n

'waslul I'Iﬂl:d

held at ﬂ'lt Dcputy Cum-
missioner's conference room
this afternoon where State
Minister for Textiles Abdul

Mannan, City Corporation:

Mayor Mir Nasiruddin and
Divisional Commissioner Omar
Farugue were present. All
divisional and district level
officials attended.

Four control rooms were
opened at the oflices of the
Divisional Commissioner,
Deputy Commissioner, City
Corporation and the Port
Authority. Besides, separate
control rooms were also
opened by T&T., PWD, PDB,
WASA and the Civil Surgeon's
office.

The authorities have sanc-
tioned 50 metric tons of rice
and Llaka two lakh in cash to
cach of the six thanas of the
district for emergency relief
and rehabilitation as autho-

iscd by the Reliel Ministry to-
ay.

Meanwhile, a massive cam-
paign using loudspeakers was
launched and signal flags were
hoisted at the coastal arcas ad-
vising the people to move to
safer sites.

Out of the four Biman flights
today between Dhaka and
Chittagong, the last one at 7-
30 pm was cancelled.

Chittagong City expericnced
a gloomy weather with spo-
radic drizzles all day.

city where streets were almost
deserted.

Panic buying also gripped
Chittagong where people were
scen rushing to markets to buy
esscntial s lor emergency.

Report from our Cnxa [Bazar
correspondent said a [rom
evacuating about lakh
people, the district authorities
have taken up all out disaster
preparations to tackle the

calamity.

Disaster preparedness con-
trol rooms have been opened
in the five thanas of the dis-

trict. These are in the Sadar,

|15 feet above

e ——

Kutubdia, Moheshkhali, Chak-

oria and Teknal.

About 3500 wvolunteers of
Red Crescent Society under
the cyclone preparedness pro-
gramme [CPP) have alerted the
people of all the unions of the
district.

However,

reports from

Kutubdia said only about 22000

See Page 12 Col 7
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Cyclone may hit coast this mo

Satelhite photograph of the f}"flﬂﬂi‘ storm as supplied by SPARRSO at 8:30 pm yesterday.
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Track of the cyclone

-Cabinet reviews

preparedness
programme

The Cabinet held a special
mecting at Bangabhaban yes-
terday evening with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair, UNB.

It reviewed the latest posi-
tion of the arrangements made
o face any eventuality in case
the cyclone hits the coastal ar-
eas,

The Cabinet directed the

ministries of Relief,

Home Affairs; Health and
. Family -ﬂi'm_ con-

Sce Page 12'[1&!4

Take people to
safety, Hasina

asks AL workers

Sheikh Hasina yesterday di-
rected leaders and workers of
her party to help in evacuating
people from the wvulnerable
coastal areas and offshore is-
lands to safer places in the
face of impending cyclone and
tidal surge

The Awami League
President also asked her party
workers to look to the safety of
their families.

Hasina was in constant
touch with the district admin-
istration and Awami League
leaders in areas likely to be af-
fected by the cyclonic storm to
monitor the latest situation, a
party source told UNB last
night.

NETROKONA, Nov
Speakers at a seminar hcrc tn-

day s for the adoption
of an plan capable of
tackling thc recurrtnt floods

and the related problems in
the north eastern dhtﬂctl of
Bangladesh removing as far as
possible the umnllynznﬁﬂpnmd
side effects, reports BSS,

The seminar was organised
by the Flood Plan Coordination
Organisation (FPCO) of the
thil of Irrigation to enable

le's elected represen-
l.nuv:s rom the region as well
as the field level officers in the
concerned districts have a free
exchange of views with the
project consultants conducting

nunrt:_ﬂ
In all five studies are on
splitting Bangladesh into as
many regions which were
taken following the disastrous
floods of 1988 for tackling on a
permanent footing the recur-
rent flood problem throughout
lﬁh;'o n::]nu? The North East
Project is of the
country wide ntudlﬁ:ﬂfur the

%MMHF ,Abu

Abbas MP, H: um Hntln
Chowdhury MP Ashrafl
MP, Mosharral Hossain MP,

Jabed Ali MP and Ataur
Rahman Khan MP, called for
identification of the problems
for an effective solution so that

Plea for effective flood
tack]]ng plan

the people in the region did
not suffer time and again from
the disastrous floods once the
proposed plan was imple-
mented.

District level field officers
also made similar suggestions
and some of them made spe-
cific recommendations also.

- The north eastern project
region comprises the districts
ol Netrokona, Kishoreganj,
Sherpur, Sylhet, Moulvibazar,
Habiganj, Sunamganj and parts
of Mymensingh, Jamalpur,
Gazipur, Narsingdi and Nara-

yanganj covering a total
com area of t 35,000
square kilometres. |

See Page 12 Col 8
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Ruling party trying to weaken

democratic forces: Hasina

Opposition leader Shetkh
Hasina yesterday accused the
ruling party of attempting to
weaken the country's demo-
cratic political forces with an
ill motive to cling to power,

"The desired result of the
last anti-autocracy movement
could not be achieved due to
the rulers’' ignorance as to how
democracy is practised and
nurtured,” Hasina, the Awami
League chief, told a citizens'’
meeting held to condole the
death of veteran politician
Eyed Altaf Hossain in the capi-

Thr: present gmrcmntnl'. in
its two- -rule had appar-
failed to devote itself for
the cause of common man, she

By Staff Correspondent

alleged and went on, rather it
had been patronising terror-
ism and repressing the opposi-
tion activists creating an un-
usual situation in the country.
"Under such a situation peo-
ple's sacrifices in the pro-
democracy struggle seem to
have been meaningless,
Hasina commented.

Paying tributes to late Syed
Altaf Hossain, the founder
president of Ganatantri Party,
the opposition leader said a
close associate of Bangabandhu
and like him Altaf Hossain's
soul departed from the world
bearing the pangs of not wit-
riessing the fruits of people's
movement to which he con-
tributed a lot.

Terming today's politics as
having fallen in a vicious cycle
resulting in the standstill to
the growth of national econ-
omy and insecurity to the pub-
lic life, the AL leader strongly
felt the absence of honest,
dedicated and uncompromis-

- ing political leadership as pos-

sessed by late Altafl
Remembering her last days'
dialogues with the Ganatantri
Party leader, Hasina called
upon all concerned to materi-
alise the dreams of Syed Altaf
and others who steered the

long struggle for restoration nl'

hl’mllﬂulﬁ

WASHINGTON, Nov 20:
Arab negotiators Friday said
thcy might ﬂ uit the Hlddle

East peace unless Israel
comes to terms in the early

months of the new US admin-
istration of President-elect

Arabs threaten

takes office Jan 20. If there is
no progress by then, al-Allaf
said, "it would be time to re-
consider the whole thing.

An earlier reports says:
Mideast peace talks are in re-
cess and the United States is
urging Arabs and [sraelis to use
the time to search for ways to

compromise,
Both sides are co tted
to the negotiations, w in

their 13th month, Assistant
Secretary of State Edward P
Djerejian said Thursday. And
the United States "is in it for
the long run,” he said,
However, the US diplomat
acknowledged that the latest

reund produced "no headline-
gr&bbing breakthroughs.” One
reason, he said, was violence
in southern Lebanon, which he
mostly blamed on the funda-
mentalist Hezbollah group and
Iran its princ Sponsor.
“The real challenge for the
partiecs now is to develop ap-
proaches that will enable each
of them to begin meeting one
another's requirements on
their basic concerns," he said.
In trying to make
Arabs and Israelis nppru-r:hnd
former Secretary of State
James A Baker [Il and sug-

gested he resume his Mideast

shuttle diplomacy, but he con-

" cluded the timing was not
right, aides to Baker said
Thursday.

Baker has kept his distance
from the slow-moving negotia-
tions since resigning in August
to help run President Bu
re-election campaign.
talks are bogged in dis-
agreement over the Israeli-oc-
cupied territories and the kind
of peace Arabs wnuld exchange
for land.

Also, Israel and the
Palestinians are unable ‘to
agree on“a formula to extend
limited self-rule to Palestinians
who live under lsraell control
on the West Bank and in Gaza.

— Baker set up

Lawrence S8 Eagleb
mes E.ﬁ-_mhyhhrhhm'

the talks last
year, traw:lllng to the Mideast
after the defeat of Iraq in the
Gulf War.

Baker aides, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
Arab and lIsraeli governments
inquired after the Nov 3 US
clection whether Baker would
resume his diplomacy.

They were told Baker was
prepared to go back only if the
two sides narrowed their dif-
ferences during the round of
talks that wound up Thursday.

Acting Secretary of State
licly endorsed the

to qmt Middle East peace talks

President-elect Clinton said
last week that if Baker re-
sumed his shuttle dipbm
"I would support it."

Pjerejian, at a news confer-
ence, said no decision had
been made on DBaker's in-
volvement. He said it would be
up to Bush to decide.

"1 think it would be prema-
ture to conclude this option
has been decided or that it has
been actively considered at
this point,” he said,

Yossi Gal, spokesman for
the lsraell delegation, said,

“We have not heard of a mis-
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rning

be observed with due
solemnity and an
ISPR release  sald in

nment in the
President and Supreme

’rime Minister Khaleda
Zia, who is also of the
ministry of Defence, Chief of

Muhammad Neor Uddin Khan,
Chief of Naval Stafl Rear
Admiral Mohammad Mohai-
minul Islam and Chief of Afr
‘i':lt-t'f Alr Vice-Marshal Altaf
lossain Choudhury will place
wreaths at the Shikha Anirban
to pay homage to the members
of the armed forces who had
embraced martyrdom in the
War of Liberation in 1971.

A reception to the next of -
kin of Shabeed Captain
Mohiuddin Zahangir, Bir
Shrestho, Shaheed Sepoy Md
Mostafa Kamal, Bir Shrestho,
Md Shaheed Sepoy Hamidur
Rahman, Bir Shrestho, will be

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Members of Armed
Forces to uphold

glory, hopes Biswas
" President Abdur Rahman
iswas y

(he Teope’ Tt B e ot
Armed Forces would uphald
their glory and through
continued disc of their
responsibility with sincerity
and dedieation, reports BSS.

In a on the eve.of
the Armed Forces , the
President said sh

Armed Forces had started
their formal journey on this
day during lht War of
Liberation.

He said the
Armed Furees. e
With

of the country after great many
sacrifices.

Khaleda, Hasina
pay tributes.
to members of
Armed Forces

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina yesterday
glorious tributes to the :'.r::l::l‘E
bers of the Armed Forces on
the occasion of the Armed
Forces Day in separate mes-
sages, reports UNB.

Begum Khaleda Zia sought
divine blessings for our patri-
otic armed forces to enable

| them to safeguard the coun-

independence
See Page 12 Col 2
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Indo-Bangla water
talks end
without accord

NEW DELHI, Nov 20: The
first meeting of the Joint
Committee of Experts (JCE) of
India and Bangladesh on shar-
ing of river waters concluded
here today with both sides
agreeing to meet shortly in
Dhaka, reports PTI.

Official sources said that the
talks were held in a cordial .
atmosphere and both sides
agreed to continue the dia-

While the high level Indian
delegation was led by the
Union Water Resources
Becr:tmz.hﬂr C D Thatte, the
Bm‘hd teamm was headed
by M Asafuddowlah, Secretary,

of Irrigation, Water
D:#:inpmcnt and Flood
Control.

- See Page 12 Col 4

Rice, paddy
procurement
prices lower

than last yr's
By S Y Bakht

recently announced

procurement

rices for y and rice are

t:nnr by 94 and Taka

144 per quintal respectively

compared with that for the
same period last year,

n{ﬂuﬂoﬂmmwm

Food Programme
(WFP) November ({ssue

'‘Bangladesh foodgrain forecast’

figures, the current Aman. pro-

gurement price is even lower
See Page 12 Col 6

The
government



