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R Ashral Siddiqui, poet
and Mtterateur, is noted

in our man:rlrr
litterateur for his scholarly
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Extracts from the Rural Life | Marke

OUR in ten of the wor-

Id's malnourished chil-
dren live in India,

F

Pakistan and Bangladesh. The

Social changes and. policies designed

t Forces Create New Problems for the Children

by John Montagu

ment experts, means the kind
of enduring help which will
remain longer after the im-
plementing agency has left. A

contribution to research and Darao Pathic Bor (O M,MIM} cl;:::’ty 5::1:] the Crhildr:ﬁg. to .stimulate economic growth — in :ll: ullp;:lject must have
iscove i the “field of w wor n more than R ) poten support ftself
;ihhrt.uli‘nll;tlur:r rc:rtle:- A collection of poems by Dr Ashraf Siddiqui. countries, says many there and other words, market forces — are cre It is not as easy as it sounds.

ting our long tradition. and
culture and stories of joys and

sorrows, ups and downs,

Published by Ashraf Siddiqui Foundation, Dhanmondi,

Dhaka.

in other parts of Asia and the
Pacific are suflering
social and economic change

because of

ating new problems for children in
Asia. One of the world's best known
charities — Save. the Children — in-

Save the Children is more real-
istic MM'MM
about the length of time neec-

nd sufferi { Mwmwm and “"policies designed to . , essary to sustain term de-
e e o i oot Pages: 68, Price: Tk. 40.00. ' Sntidate tconbinic pawih.” tends to focus attention on Asia where ——
PR & pre-sukonnit. pesition 1 Md M H ° 1:}":’3 Ptl}ishthﬂf; .:.n;n so many are suffering. Gemini News 1;Thmum13 ho-'ez Shh
th tions of Dr Ashra Reviewed ahbub Hassan orrilying: the children who - Lt il o signpos progress. In
Sheat by _ | He on Calcutta's raiflway Service reports on a new initiative be Ladakh, north India, fsolated

Siddiqui.

The compilation under dis-
cussion, 'Darao Pathic Bor'
contains 49 poems by Dr

]

stations, lucky il they can beg

or steal enough to eat; the
children who live off rubbish

ing launched with publication of a new

book.

B

communitics have been helped
to set up their own health care

training and support pro-

{ ms eas are now undergoin at | tips or pavements stalls; and mmes over the decade.
:t:ﬂmitzhhum lmiﬂ changes. New prnblg:rnsghfrfhc the nnr:fa who are enticed into CHILDREN AT CRISIS quT- With 146 e
1990, a fully matured stage of transitional period of the so- | prostitution and other forms of Pphotos. Andre Deutsch. Price in UK£9-99, In coastal Vietnam Save the
the poet's literary career. The clety are observed. Reluctance | slavery. iy Available from Save the Children, 17 Grove Children supports a range of
poems mostly reflect extracts of agricultural work is result- . To meet the challenges, | ane London SE58RD Vital new programmes, includ-

from our rural life. A few are

ing in less production. It is

Save the Children 1s launching

tributes paid to late pocts time for the policy-makers to | a special initiative on Asia. It is memmmt Tyin (s & Thai bou with cerebral eration and loans, to
while some others are depic- | find out a way for solution. drawing attention to the situa- i palsy. ;c is a alin Leasiner andl” help le ind alternatives to
tion of changing social situa- [ 'Karat' (karate) and 'Biran- | tion of vulnerable children in = has had an operation. He and the toil of fishing and

tions with suggestive com-
ments, covert or overt,
‘Laloner Gan' (the song of
Lalon) reflects the appeal of
the songs of mystic poet Lalon
Shah. Lalon, through his songs
full of mystic philosophy castes
¢ spell on the mind of
::ﬂenul?chlthuugh he is de-
void of all terrestrial deur,

gana'(heroine] 1 and 2 des-
cribes stories of a female
student and a housewife who
depending on physical training
and indomitable courage, de-
[eated teasers, hijackers and
dacoits. ,

'Hay Tarunna' (oh youth) is
the expression of poet's opti-
mism about victory of the

14 countries in Asia and the
Pacific and focussing its edu-
cational work there.

The Save the Children Fund
(SCF), whose President is
Britain's Princess will be
75 years old in 1994, Its first
emergency grant, was £512
sent for famine relief in China
in 1920. Last projects in

his family live in a house be
neath an expressway in Klong

Toey,

bilitation programme funded
by Save the Children they have
helped to give Tun p
apy after his operation.

from salt

enough money
marshes or rice fields, or the
ones in the Sind desert of

. Under a reha-

hysiother-

tation is gathering momentum
and receives support [rom
Save the Children and many

A strong feature ﬁf its work
in Asia is partnership with

porters. If they come up with
funds for emergencies, they
will spend them immediately
on saving children. .

Il they also provide regular

he is adorned and respected youth's valiant force directed | Asia, including China, received Asian non-governmental organ-  funding, it can tumn their sup-
by ple. Even poets, artistes in the constructive way. His | £11.9 milion — about 20 per 'Pakistan, who leave school to  other agencies. isations (NGOs). In India, it port into long-term projects
ancre:rntfra find themselves utterance about youth: _ cent of the Fund's overseas make carpets to pay their par- Save the Children has long  works through a network of which, often by example, will
tﬂlﬂ.uy lost hf.‘ﬂ.l‘"[l’lg the heart- EE;IJDUT face H.Ild eyes, what hudﬂﬂl- ents' debts. been concerned for the proper TECﬂgﬂlltd agencies like ensure that many more chil-
touching messages of Lalon’'s a ess _ * The new initiative is being ;| These make up the vast ma- care of disabled children. It Mobile Creches in New Delhi,  dren are cared for. .

' : message of determination launched to raise publie jority of Asia’s malnourished believes they are all too often  Chjldren in Need Institute in For while welfare and relief
_ In 'Shilaidahey Saradin' (A of sellless service of a village You make it seem awareness in Britain ‘and the children whose crisis comes depicted as victims, to be res-  Cajcutta, Arthik Samata Mandal is an essential part of aid-giv-
whole day at Shilaiddh) the couple when he was in trouble This stormy time will end rest of the developed world of from evesyday poverty and the .cued by children's homes and |5 Andhra Pradesh and ing the rights of children —
poet depicts ‘his visit to on the way. and triumph will surely the size of the problem. A new demands of the market econ- special institutions. Such chil- ‘ Bhubaneshwari Mahila Ashram  now recognised by the new UN
Shilaidah, a place toncerning In 'Kabir Samman' (the come. book called Children at Crisis omy. _ + dren are easily marginalised. in the Himalayan foothills, Convention ~— have trans-
the memory -of great Fﬂﬂt honour of pﬂtﬂ}, the poet ex- ' In 'Shono, Hﬂy Dﬂl’jﬂdhﬂﬂ' Point* _"W'{_[h a foreword by Then, usually because their often hB.I'E]f tolerated at home, In other countries Save the formed aid agencies fhﬂ
Rabindranath Tagore. Things: presses his concern over un- [(oh Durjodhon, listen) the poet | Pakfstani cricketer Imran families have n too poor and come up t all kinds  Children's natural partner is purely as outsiders

reminiscent the late poet.min-
with natural environment

ming clashes among poets
belonging to different ideology.

calls upon Durjodhon, symbol
of suppression, to refrain from

Khan is part of the drive.
On one level in Asia is the

and unable to look after them,
there are the vulnerable chil-

of social and institutional bar-
riers.

the host government or local
government office, es

into becomi is of
g goans o, pecsdiics

-of Shilaidah arouses a sense of He says, iliegal and internecine warfare | nced for immediate relief dren who run the streets to try Save the Children tries 10  where a specialised form of development to Slac
poetic feelings in the mind of Difference in views and and return to the path of truth. | during emergencies such as to fend for themselves. confront these barriers (raining is involved. In Laos, . from within.
the visitors. -' path He warns that all evil forces | the civil wars in Sri Lanka and Appalling cases often come through community-based re-  for example, it is actively train- This is the critical part of

In 'Mahua Malua.," the poe
recollects cultural function
based on folk tale at Netro-
kona. The staging of 'Mahua'
. and 'Malua', creation of some
unknown bards of rural Bangla,
was successful representation
of extracts from eternal rural
life of Bangladesh.

'Manus' (man) shows that in
the society, troubled with
malices and distrust, there
still exists genuine humanity.
The poet refers to an incident

Has been remaining since
ancient time and will remain

But for that a poefs tale

(Whom eternity may give
immeortality)

of this inhiman dishonour
during his lifetime

Remains as history of dis-
grace for the nation and coun-
try

In 'Ekhon Mulassaley' (now
in village), the poet says that
by modern education and in-
troduction of science, rural ar-

are destined to .be conquered
by soldiers fighting for the
cause of right,

Darao Pathic Bor (a term
from a poem of Michael
Modhusudan Datta, meaning —
o passcrsby, halt a little) is a
call for looking into our own
rich culture.

The very style ol Ashraf,
Siddiqui's writings, lucidity
and clarity in conveying mes-
sage are prominent in the po-
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ﬁan, Nature and Complexities.
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play of lines on sepia green. No
shadows had been used and

the lines had been created by
acid eating into the zinc plate,
while creating,

Afghanistan. Calls on funds
arise from natural disasters
like the Mount Pinatubo erup-
tion in the Philippines and last
year's cyclone in Bangladesh.
But most of the children at
crisis point are suflering in
much more everyday situa-
tions, like those from
Vietnamese coastal villages
whose families barely make

to light. A young Thai girl who
had.to put up with every kind
of exploitation by a brothel-
owner found she had AIDS and
gave birth to a child who died
of it. Remerkably, she still had
the strength to campaign for
better protection for other
children.

In Thailand the Task Force
to End Child Sexual Exploi-

habilitation, which aims to
provide the support
to families and communities
and to integrate the disabled
within the community.

The role of social services is
cructal and in countries like
Thailand and Fiji Save the
Children has successfully poi-

necered new approaches to

health care:

ing kindergarten™teachers.

In Fiji, it is training physio- .

therapy aides who can work at
village level. In Nepal it is
working alongside the gov-
ernment in primary health
care training, progressively
handing over responsibility to
local health services.

"Sustainability,”

now so popular with develop-

Freelance jou JOHN
MONTAGU is editor of

' Children at Crisis Point and

was editor of Prospects for
Africa’s Children, published by
Hodder and Stoughton in
1990.
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night leaves no appeal to these
hungry souls. So is the colour-
ful hour of sunrise. They find
little time to appreciate as
they are always apprehensive

Bengal
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Life 1s boisterously active in rainy season.

She locks her

- Hearts are sportive in love.

ternal Continuity

......

INETY-YEAR-OLD Ma-
ria Reiche s virtually
blind and walks with a
stoop, but the official keeper of

The big hieroglyphics carved on the
plateaus of Nazca, Peru have never failed to

o
.........
S

Many People, Many Minds Existence in Nature (2) Continued from page 9 and woman of eternal continu- hair and smarts Rev. Day. their hopes turn bright!
_ | To make the unknown known Ity. The Bangalee wives are de-  up for work; The rural have We now require to change
Murshida Arzu who should be aware of their leaving the densely populated | and the known unknown.” voted to preparation of com-  And starts by soaking the floor been passing their days our vested outlock and en-
held her third solo exhibition strength and abilities. cities and living in LE: stmple T mon s in an uncommon  with the water through endless calamities. deavour for virtually lessening
at the Alllance Francaise, said One saw a mature and fasct-  villages with their vastness of | . ¢ . o &b ml:ln *'®  and delicloys manner and in  of holy river.” ‘ Long and various exploitations  the gap between villages
sboul her work.”l want to hold - nating combination of strokes green. * Ope could locate a kite Sor thedr E:: . mn r:;rdn them artistically before Then she prepares so many have ‘made the majority of and the towns, and ensure real
up the truth. The phases of in the pastel drawing "No 36", and contuours of huts. The k a distt fn}md lace for their husbands. m“‘h.thl' delicious dishes, a cursory look them poor and pauper. But  uplift of villages and the vil-
:mmun in a person’s life |t showed a figure bending lemon yellow, chrome orange ll‘.::r]:: e ﬂ-u:n‘t}uhcan PWomcn the love that dwells deep Into 40, Whych may arouse an in- their prayer still remmine as lagers. We et = forget
more often than in over and another leaning and geranium lake were have bemsridois : 1 4 the heart of the wife finds its stant appetite in . of us. simple and clear: 'Let my child that the soul our country lies
conlented ones.” | am fasci- somewhat towards her. pulsating with life, held | —_ ° APPEAT 1O way of expression — a love o include a broth of fish  be fed with a pot of milk and a !0 its counticas villages. We
naled by the complications in In "Existence in Nature together by black and white. ; ' mingled with the recipe of .4 igeon, with arum, and plate of rice.’ shall have:to find out a soctal
Iife. 1 portrayed this in (1)." one found pastel and ink In "City Life" one found | “There is no place of peace food. It is considered to be her . = of varfous types and The feudal society denied SYystem that can enstre em-
combining distinct dra on handmade paper. To bring creases of paper used as clouds without women devotion, her worship, her kinds a sweet name for their prayer. The capitalistic loyment, food, home and
with forms of colours. | mixed in the vastness of our exis- . The drawing had been ex- | And we satiate our thirst for creative expression and her __ .. (. . ndrapuli, chai, structure had ruthlessly to the villagers. This is
reality with impressionism and  tence the artist had carefully tended on tb the, mounting. | !{fe in women.” aesthetic way of dedication. chapari, ‘pun, khirpuli I.nd n:; snatched their food. The hard- the only to bring back the
expressionism — ' ' :
s synthesised space and figure The artist had highlighted the However, it is known to all muhimmw ﬂ;ftlh bears ., "And then she serves the earned independence had ProSperous of Paus in our
, J-;I e partici- cows, dogs, fish and human be- rickshawpuller as the key fig- | that the majority of our rural = ® ime picture . acsthetic g, ot quality boiled rice in a enkindled a new ray of hope in rural Bengal. =
e ﬂm-ﬁu-: ﬁﬂ“ :ngl mlﬁmh:dedﬁ mgTu;r ure fn the scenc. "No matter | people are poverty-stricken Preparation of meal: lden plate ‘with a flake of their hearts. But they are yet to
tions “phﬂ:n n':d n a simpli rmony. s how much we progress with | and they are to pass their ‘Having bathed in the early me on it. This reminds us of be the same folk and race in The writer is Director, Public
hibit, each distinctive had been done in two separate  roads and buildings, we cannot | times round the half-fed morning our entire identity as Bangalee, their cherished Jand. Should Relati & Publications,
vibrating with life. in "Many  sheets of handmade ; ignore the rickshawpuller” g . i
Al paper g shawpuller, | or- unfed. Many of their the dame enters the kiichen which has tacitly been spoken the eternal continuity subdue Bangladesh Agricultural
People Many she had ) A.Ipnnn_conmmnted. evenings are lost into deep room, - of in the folk-saying quoted by the dismay once again, 10 let  University, Mymensingh.
placed canvas upon canvas for Existence in Nature (2)" In "Drawing 40" was de- | darkness with only a vacant |*— ’
experimentation. In this way had a in the oil Ppicted the despair of a man | g0k at their hungry children. .
she wanted to break the di- pastel and ink creation. The and a woman. despite having Hunger snatches the sleep ; ' '
mension of the composition. artist had depicted houses cverything in life. There was a | from their eyes. The moonlit eeper 0 t e nczents ecrets

- of starvation and hunger. ; . :
lines were boid and the Sl il o b Ksdilier il abiteaet ne | R v & Gl “’g the gigantic hieroglyphics of  fascinate people, but Maria Reiche has de-
g . po v meam e e W e | ‘37“":.:""” praver ta: | (G0 Fer stlll has what it voted a whole lifetime studying them and
. ye : un- | c ren served : : '
e blue and scarlet lake. It had a  derstanding .Mnﬁmmt- with ?r]"‘t of milk and a plate With unconcealable irrita- trylﬂg to convince peﬂpfﬂ ﬂbﬂut What M Y

et at the top. in  soft, gentle effect which many ment in human rela.jonships. | of rice.” tion, she answers the endless really mean. Abraham Lama of IPS reports

ﬂt“m-m of our young painters aim at in Sharp lines of pen and ink But as soon as their stores | Guestions of tourists who visit Li

distance among human be some of their work but fail to were combined with acrylic, | are full. dint of blessing of Nazca to see the colossal frﬂm ma, Peru. -
i even when they are toy achieve. oil pastel, water colour and all | nature or by their own means, drawings ectched on the .

blended into an exotic creation

they also do not forget to enjoy

plateaus. Some of them, re-

restrial watchers, has said. the

s0 they use the extra-terres-

@ woman iooking away from About "Sha Sighted which told a story of strife . them " | puted to be of extra-terrestfial
each other. The third canvas in  Woman”, the nrt;: ﬂ:pI:lnud p:rw:ﬂ:oﬁﬂrnfh:’f:l Frtnh: origin, measure up to 300 me- beautiful and metrical trial theory to -ﬁﬂn evidence
the creation was a combination 'Often our women are not Alpana, who had worked | country plunges into festivals. | tres long. drawings were by myste- ol other !‘“’Pl“, scientific
of abstract and semi-abstract aware of their rights, abflities hard with balance and - mnnyurm,u“n*,: “These drawings were not 'ious crewmen of knowledge.
forms which had been cleverly and have low sjtfon, bringing in subjects of done by e%ktra-terresirials,” 'hat landed on earth about 40 Boern in Dresden, Germany
Juxtaposed. Once again there opinion of , Heve |  which were both sisd m“ lur.‘l I'“"d mt'.u“:;'“' y. | Reiche . "They are the Senturies ago. in 1903, Reiche studied mdth- Archaeologist Luts
Was stress on the eyes and  hawe accentuated the beauty of  disturbing, recently won the | eaet IThv:I.l‘ s ox. | Creation of the old inhabftants Daniken also ascribes many ematics in Hamburg and came  Lumbrerars, a
nose. The fourth piece in the the woman with her clongated “Best Overseas Award the ‘M.MGOFIWM'I ol Gls Oushhes ts oox % e WOrlfy smalint mawu- by sccident ® by
W again :pll:ud neck, and put in a few jewels, Royal Owverseas UK the culinary weakness of the them -*:{:ﬁﬁﬂﬁc and religious m::hh“thh pyramids in tpnf::"h:llt“u::“l;: ;h::

complications in mind present an intelligent and artist bk evidence umanity.” Egypt former Mayan " ‘
of s Poogle whe loe o  Coneuid tndoatont ote o bour - Lsgony s of e oo She says the huge d LTS hougeie e vy, I e & chage OF ol Sl
gcther. Both the man and the hrum-lﬂ cent solo, she had combined | tinent, still hold true which appear like zodiac fig- h*ﬂhlﬂtm-.?em“m secking to get as far away as
woman looked dissatisfied and 1o society in which she psychological probing with The gracious wife ures r:;n seen from the sky, PcAle. 0 beings from eclse Elthh from a failed love af-
distressed. kives.” symbols. along childhood seTving | reveal advanced mathematical Where. -

The last canvas “Masy  One found s virant sbetrac-  nostaigie and & study of the e, | hotme-made buticr. mockl hap | ™ "strovomical knowiedge. < Thats all noneense, @ re:  Reiche says she 18 sl
People...” was a combination of tion in “A Place of Dreamn”. The vironment. She has icted and nalta h:rhp salad . SN 46 Swtut o ¥hmeor oo waiting fpatently for & oue:
pastel, pencl, pen and picture  colours were that of the coun.  the Pl curry on Controverstal author Eric retorts Reiche. *"The Euro- cessor who would be m
varnish. in this the artist de- tryside. Alpana elabo ness and despair with | _ B == . & that | Von Dantken, who wrote the peans tend to believe there like her, 1o dedicate a
picted her belief that women rated “Sometimes we P e an itn- | depicts the of a virtuous | book Charfots of the Gods, a was neither science nor lifetime to unravel the

et couple as well as Bangalee man | virtual Bible among extra-ter.  ancient wisdom before them. mysterious drawings of K




