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T the beginning of the

city was the flood.
customarily think of

man as being the mammal that
concentrates in throngs of
millions in many places of this

centuries man lost himsell in
the of the land. It was
the masses of animal herds,
rather than groups of men,
that dominated the earth.
Great changes do not hap-
pen in a day. From the first
machine of the Frenchman
Papin to the high-powered
steam engine of the
Englishman Watt almost one
hundred years elapsed. From
the first attempts to grow a
plant to the first wheat fields

in the
territory of
to the Nile in Egypt and to
Indus in today's Pakistan, and
later into the valley of the
Hwang Ho in China.

These river valleys have
something in common — flood-
ing. Once a year, or more fre-
quently, the great water-
courses rise over their banks,
lrﬂgntinf large areas of
parched land and depositing
millions of tons of fertile silt.
This is the sofl which, without
. any fertilization, again and
again produces rich crops of
wheat and rice.

Through these floodings,
and through their inventive-
ness in exploiting them, our
ancestors on the banks of the
Euphrates, the Nile, and the
Indus achieved a stage of afflu-
ence and culture almost 7,000

i!cnrt T Not till, 3,000 years
ater did southern Europe
reach a comparable stage,

while primitive tribes that ex-
ist In Asia, Africa,
America, and Australia even in
our time still depend on hunt-
ing and gathering, or are wan-
dering from pasture to pasture
“with “their herds " — people

without cities.
history of Abel and Cain

The

continuity
quality of endurance. Num-
erous monarchs came about
and passed away.
mercantile authorities owver-

today's Iraq, than .
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luxury and vanity get their

roots. Perhaps more than the
temple itself, the temple's
store-houses embodied the
heart of the cities — for noth-
ing was more essential in
those days than stocking sup-
plies against poor harvests and
enemy sieges. In the early
days, men, animals, plants, and
the land were the property of
‘the city god and therefore also
of his representative on earth,
the priest-king. At a later time,
land and animals, could also be
owned by lesser priests and by
an upper class. But the biggest
property owners was always
the temple, standing for the
priest-king, which received
sacrificial offerings and taxes.
The priests administered this
wealth to the greater glory of

the city god, filled the store-.

houses around the temple, set
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‘Ancien
upmarts at the edge of the
temple area, and [inally
erected the wall. *
There scems fo be no doubt
that these priests invented
writing, which became indis-
pensable when their memory
was no longér up to the re-
quirements of the increasingly
complicated temple adminis-
tration. With the creation of
writing, vanity and bureaucracy
were also invented. The kings
soon discovered that wri

was just the right meditim of

con g in bombastic words
the tale of their deeds, and the
priests of Babylon invented
red rape’ long before printing
-came into existence.

Every 'Big City’ had its
‘Great God’. Milestones on the
road of the city's development
were the cities. Babylon
means <ilu or 'Gate of God',
King Hammurabi (famous for
his. Code and r.1728-1686
BC), raised Babylon to the sta-
tus of capital of Mesopotamia.
Hammurabi did his part in
emphasising the magnificence
of the king of the s —
Marduk. He built the famous
terraced tower Etemenanki:
which was rebuilt under
Nebuchadnezzar, became the
“Tower of Babel'. The Tower
proclaimed not only Marduk's
power, but also the power of
his representative on ecarth
and the magnificence of his
metropolis. Massive and
pompous, the Tower put the
Nnishing touch to Babylon's ar-
rogant claim of being the navel
of the world.

The bastion of luxury and
vanity, the Tower of Babel, was
not the only sanctuary in the
city: one of the adjoining
equally walled-in areas con-
tained the temple of Ishtar,
the goddess of love, whom
llerodotus calls Aphrodite or
Mylitta — ‘But when he tosses
hor _the » he must say,
“In the name of the goddess
Mylitta | call you". None was

¢ city of Delphi, Greece
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more glittering in its arro-
gance and {ts depravity than
Babylon: "the mother of harlot
and abominations of the.earth”,

S0, that was Babylon. The
history of the old Big Cities
were nothing but another
Babylon in another place. The
city of the pilferers and their
victims, of the murderers and
the murdered, the city of gold
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Kathmandu, Napal

« . and of blood, and of extremc
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vanity: 1 am it, and there is no

other’. The city was in one

sense a fanfare going out into
the land and from thousands of
throats came praise of the city
life — "We are the city people'.

~ Long anid eventfu] was the
road that led to the city of to-
day, the city that is no longer a
foretress; that has the temple
as nucleus and the wall as bas-
tion (which mark the very be-
ginning of city development
and determine all through city
history); the heartless, limit-
less cfity starfed its journey
during the nincteenth century
under the ’'clouds of the
steam’. At that time the walls
came down, and enec began to

Bengal

Coupled with saying the name
of Harl, the god.”

The sons of this alluvial soil
have a firm belief in religion,
an indispensable remainder of
an agro-based feudal social
structure. Besides, they pos-
scss a heart that is sportive in
love. And they do have a keen
sensc of enjoying the dainties.
Bangladesh 1s, as though, a
land of love — a land of meet-
I;g and parting of lovers.

you cast your cyes,
you can find an mess for
union. There in far olf
horiran  you can see the shy

el

not needed. Today, the eity —
the seas of houses pouring over
the old walls and making a
mockery of the temples — as-
suredly is an eflfective and pur-
poseful assocfation of produc-
ers and consumers, and also a
constantly growing ‘beechive of
pcople’.

With the. e in technic
of production the countenance
of the city also changed. The
industrial era created the cen-
tral raflway station a new con-
centration point of the city.
But, specially, since the

Second World War, this city
center has lost some of its sig-
nificance because of the auto-
mobile and the airplane. The

where.

Should man seek a refuge in nature?

skyscrapers
commercial area night and the
dreamless sleep of the toiling
masses on the footpath of on

the stréet beyond

Baitul-Mukarram (The

Mosque
House of Allah) have nothing in

common. The Nissan Patrol
with its closed window on the
sodium street and
the sweating Rickshaw-
Paddlers (the modern coun-
terpart of the Egyptian Slayes
— Lthe Beast of Burden) have
nothing in common. But still
there is one thing in common,
the Pompefi like Garden Villas
of Dhanmondi, Banani,
Gulshan, Baridhara with their
Dish Antennas on the roof
tops; the tenement apartment
buildings of Mirpur, Moha-
mmadpur, Bashabo, Paltan, Old

Town with their forests stick

antennas; the Slums (the so-
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* Auncie
automobile makes it possible
to live far way from the center
of town, and by the same lo-
ken, it strikes down city limits
in all directions. The airport,
unlike the railway station can-
not be located in the middle of
the city; the ‘gateway to the
world' has been moved to the
city's periphery.

To be an and not a
Tree, make the Earth tumns
into a City. From Dunedin (the
most southerly city on earth)

in New Zealand to the Arctic

city Murmansk in the then
Soviet Union, it's Ci -
The fnturc:y ﬂl
these gities, north or south, in

te or hot, to
‘more. In regard to structure
and style, there are only negli-
gible differences between any

.two of hundreds of large cities

in our time. The skyscraper
has conquered the cities of the
twentieth century.

The sharp diflerences are
within the individual city, even
sharper in the ‘Black and
White' countries as in Dhaka
city. The glearhing white
skyscrapers of Dhaka city and
the near-by abode huts and
wretched shacks have nothing
in common, The vacant
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looming to unite with -lh:r
earth. If you turn your cyes to

the green meadows around, °

you find the seoft creepers
uniting with the leaves, and up
there, the tree tops leaning
over each other in cordial em-
brace. There flows the rippling
river — now swelling at the
touch of love, now emaciating
dt the lover's desertation. If
you follow her, you will find
two rivers uniting together i a
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Damsels wade the pond.

' The baul plays the eternal tune.

manner that it will be difficult
to think of thetr te enti-
ties. Thus, in this nerve-centre
of the sub-continent, we find
the Aryans, the non- :
the Dravidians, the thll'ﬂt.
the Shakas, the Huns, the
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calfed 'tin-can cities’ built from
the spoils of the consumers),
they are everywhere; and the
glittering display windows in
the arcades where wealth,
snobbery and adwertising
slogans abound; they are all
within the Dhaka city, and
even more the inhabitants are
the City People.

‘City afr means freedoml’ —
this was a slogan that echoed
through the Middle ages and
into modern times. All free-
dom goes back to the basic faét
of being free from the country.
It's the city" dweller's great
good fortune and at the same
time the risk he runs to

the asphalt underfoot, which is |
any roots |
come through. Having become °

guaranteed nbt to let

estranged from nature as much
as from tradition, the city peo-
ple no longer looks wupon
childless marriages, divorces,
deterioration of family life, and
-prostitution as unwholesome.
It is the most perverted out-
growth of the city dwellers’
basic philosophy that every-
thing can be bought. Money 'is
a city invention; banking and
world trade cannot be isclated
from the city. "The idea of nat-
ural science, namely, to turn

the whole world into a math-
ematical formula... fills the day
of so many people with weigh-
ing., reckoning, numerical
de ns, and the reduction
of qualitative values to quanti-
tative ones’' : wrote German so-
ciologist George Simmel, In
Philosophie des Geldes. "Utility
and not beauty’ made the

Empire State Build (193],
h 1250 ft and an land-
ing must reac up another

2221t, with 102 stories) ex-
ceed the Eiffel Tower (b 1889,

h 984ft) and finally bring the
Tower ol Babel' prize to New

York. The seven Wonders are

still the Wonders! t, 1
China are still mﬁ% :1

» Hanging Garden, and
Mt Wall. The cities of

— an Eternal _Ec—m_tinuity

of this soil is 'hltltc'hdl to
unite all men

and meanness and thus they
are bright and great with their
identity as Bangalee. No su-
perstition can stand as imped-
iment to their way of ad-

vancement. it §s the sense of
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xoats take on.

of Motijheel’
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today could be viewed as the
modern counterpart of the
and Harappa.
andWﬁh the concrete jungle
on asphalt constantly
driven I:E"xt]u clock, speeding
motor car, onrus traffic,
loud-coloured poster and
hhnklgtn.mn , lorever at
the h t pitch of attention,
the city le, dashes to his
place of work.. The always
startling, ceasecless succession
of impression, the torrent of
stimulf, and in the
radio music, TV movies, fash-
ion shows — all these reduce
to the level of an sm al-
ways on the lookout for newer,
different, or in the end com-
pletely dulled and unable to be
roused by “The Lone-
ly Crowd™ of David Riesman
and his boredom lead to crime
and drug addiction.

Modern city for the first
time turns the old conflict
between Abel Cain into the
growing kinship of the ecity
people to the” nomads.
Metropolitan people move fre-
quently, be it from one house
to another, from one city to
another, and even to a differ-
ent country. Travel as a mass
enjoyment was invented in the
city. The tourists, who stop In
the camping places with
lents, stage in their own fash-
jon the comedy called '‘Back to
Nature'. The peasant lives with
nature; to think nature as

. ‘beautiful’ is the idea of city

people. It generally does not
icad to much more than an oc-
casional trip to the country,
one of the city dwellers'
fatvourite pariour games.

All roads lead to the city.
Government functions in the
city. One feels a part of that
power complex which is called
city. In the city one feels pro
tected from the forces of na
ture — a storm {s so to
watch from his window, or to
readnbnut[nﬂlcne-lpﬁcm

tion has been swinging fits
whip over the cities. Though
the nomad's threat is no more,
today atomic weapons are lying
in wait. The of today, tries
to protect itsell by walls over-
head, since the e is now
coming [rom above,

World history is the City
history. The city with highly
developed culture was born in
Babylonia. In lon was
assembled everything that
constitutes attractiveness and
the danger of t cities. The
city is the le of culture as
well as of erime, the conflux of

vitality and nervous , the
focal point of power the
source ol decline.- Wall

wall, roofl touching the

éity's huddled buildings con-
tain and tears, arro-
gance and humiliation, luxury

- and misery.

Sooner or later our cities

must invade the aboriginal
forests and deserts. The future

“Says Lalon, | fail o find any
difference’
among the nationalities,
The . Muslim men are

‘Sunnat’
but what about thetr women?
The Brahmins wear sacred
threads:
but how te identify their
women 7"

On the rivers and the plains
of the country, the songs and

music of love and union can be
heard as such. Therefore, the

re,
ng boys and of this




