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Bat dominated
, ball for the
second consecu-
tive of the
1992 -

Premier Division
cricket league as last year's
runners-up Abahani
Chakra chalked

the morning
Victoria started disastrously,
losing Indian Raja Venkat for

uznt as Lipu chose to field
first aflter winning the toss.
Basically a middle-order bats-
man from Calcutta, the left-
handed Venkat was promoted
as an o by Victoria cap-
tain Rogibul but a fast improv-
ing Abahani new-ball bowler
Khairuzzaman Babu clean
bowled him for one.

Roqibul's son Sajid then
teamed with one down
Sclim S and with some
watchful batting took the
score to 61 belore the former

Opi shines for
Eskaton Sabuj
~ Sports Reporter
A fine allround performance
by ,Opi help Eskaton Sabuj
Sangha register an exciting
10-run victory againsl
sh Raflway in the only
match of the Milnars First
Division cricket league at the
Mirpur Pallabi cricket ground.
Asked to bat first by veteran
Ratlway skipper Selim,
Eskaton were all out for 127 in
32.5 overs with Opi hitting 44
off 50 balls with the help of
five fours. Biplob the other
opener scored 29.
Ripon of Raflway ripped
through the Eskaton batting
with res of four for 28.

Sadhan and Rezaul claimed

two wickets apiece ﬁarlmhﬁl

Opi gave the finishing
to the demolition act of

Shaheen who triggered ofl
Railway's collapse with figures
of four wickets for 15. Tariq of

stood amid the ruins

‘'with an unbeaten 38 as only

three of his teammates got
into the double figures.

Raflway reached 117 iIn
39.1 overs, leaving Eskaton
winners by 10 runs. Opi
rounded a day of success
with bowling figures of two for
33.

TODAY'S MATCH

Lalmatia Club vs Sadharan
Bima KS (Mirpur Pallabi

ground)

Shastri to lead

as Azhar rests

DURBAN, Nov 19: Skipper
Azharuddin, all-rounder Kaptl
Dev, paceman Manoj Prabhakar
and wicket-keeper Kiran More
have been rested to provide
others an opportunity to dis-
play their form in the four-day
match against a South Africa
invitation Xl beginning at
Sprinbok Stadium tomorrow,

reports PTI.
" The Indian team will be led
by vice-captain Hultrl,nn

opener and left-arm spinner.
Two other openers, Ajay Jadeja

and W V Raman will also be on

view. But with Shastri openin
from one end, Raman in all
likelihood will bat at number
three.

The better performer be-
tween Jadeja and Raman will
probably get the nod for the
sceond Test.

Chetan Sharma was running
fever last night but has been
declared [it by doctors.

Div I chess
from today

Sports Reporter
The 1992 First Division

chess league under the acgis of

the Bangladesh Chess Fede-

ration (BCF) begins today at
the National Sports Council
chess room.

The number-drawing and
inaugural ceremony was held
at the chess room yesterday.

Fifteen I:unl including
defending ns Bang-
ladesh mﬂn will compete in
the round robin league.

Judo, karate meet

Sports Reporter
The Ambia Khatun memo-
rial and karate com
tion will be held (rom
December 1 to B at the
National Sports Council gym-
nasium under the auspices of
the Dhaka Judo apd
mmmmm-y-
4 press release

- Shahed b

fell before to Sujan for 17.
cauried on in his typi-
cal ph fashion o top
score with 70 which turned
out to be the cornerstone of
Victoria's eventual total of 200
for seven wickets from their
quota of 45 overs.
Shahed, who owed his life
to the Abahani ficlders, pls

SELIM SHAHED ... 70
110 balls and struck six well-
timed boundaries before being
stumped Shovon off Lipu.
t a 6l-run partner-
ship for the third wicket with
Gautam Some, the other
Calcutta cricketer playing for
Victoria this season.

Gautam scored 33 before
Sujan picked him up at ground
level at sort midwicket ofl a
half-hearted stroke. The all-
rounder who played 56 balls

and hit three fours was visibly
unhappy when umpire r

lifted his finger to diffuse con-
fusion.

The sleek reading 157 lor
four of the scoreboard was not
appearing to serve Victoria's
cause much because of the
sluggish run rate when Imran
Hamid Partha jauntily walked
in to take Shahed's place at
the wicket. The robust left-
hander slammed a blazing 38
ofl just 21 balls to land Victoria
in the vicinity of 200. His first
of threc sixes was a return

when another wild

hA.IIARA.BEm.h
nﬂ
Samarasckara shattered his
stumps.

With Rogibul chipping in
with a useful 17 off 21 balls
Victoria reached 200 for seven
al the end of their stipulated
quota of 45 overs.

Samarasckara was Abah-
ani's best bowler taking two for
22. Lipu also claimed two but
at higher cost, 34 runs, to be
precise.

Samarasckara played an-
other entertaining innings of
56 of 58 balls, embellished
with nine sure fours before
playing on to his stumps off an
attempted sweep against ofl-
spinner Rubel.

Farug, who was shapi
well became Rubel's secon
prey when a wonky swecp
swirled high and landed in the
safe hands of Sajid, the lad
whose friskiness and aim at
the stumps warmed the less
passionate hearts.

Akroom hlammered an un-

Satkat was the pick of
Victeria bowlers, cleverly

one wicket, that of Jahangir,
for a cost of 36 runs from eight
overs.

The statistically superior
Rubel took two for 34.

Shahed took one for 42
while Jahangir Shah Badshah,
who mana a mutual clear-
ance [rom his old club PWD to
play for Victoria, took one for

48,
GULSHAN WIN

Whether it was the pangs ol
scparation caused by Jahangir
Shah Badshah's delayed depar-
ture or the inherent weakness,
the [act remains that PWD be-
gan their with
a 49-run deleat to Gulshan
Youth in the day's second
Navana Premier engagement at
the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium yeste .

Put into bat, Guishan scored
190 for eight wickets [rom the

le 42 overs in their first
match of this year's league.
Liton top scored with 60 while
former Indian Test cericketer
Arun Lal made 34, Aril with a
quick 26 was .the other no-
table scorer.

For PWD Fazlu,
Anwar two aplece.

Although Anwar cracked a
carefree 43 not out ofl 45 balls
and Kamrul an unbeaten 23,
PWD could muster only 147 for
five when the overs ran out.

Asif bowled well for Gulshan
taking two for 21 off nine
overs,

TODAY'S MATCH

GMCC vs Biman (Dhaka
Stadiuml

Imdu and

South African fans need to
re-discover Test cricket

DURBAN, Nov 19:
Aflter years of
isolation, South
Africans have
forgotten how to
appreciate the. .
luil'tk:{.il:l of /Test cricket,
reporis Reuter.

Instead of |dpal:m:rmtly.* watch-
ing the unfolding drama of a

which lasts five days and

can still end in a draw, most
prefer the instant thrills of
one-day cricket played in gar-
ish clothing under floodlights
with a teed winner.

That's the verdict of the
country’'s top cricket officials
after poor attendances for the
first ever Test against India
which finished here on

One of thent, Dr Ali Bacher, -

said fans would have to be "re-

educated.”
South Africa's first home
Test for 22 was staged in

Durban because of the city's
large Indian population.

When India arrived last
month South African officials
confidently predicted large
c¢rowds with 26,000 sell-outs
on some days.

Instead, the four days — one
was rained off — attracted a to-
tal attendance of only 30,000.
Sunday's 14,000 was the high-
esl.

November examinations and
ticket prices have been cited
as two factors but a key one
scems to be the public per-
ception of Test cricket as bor-

Bacher, managing director
of the United Cricket Board of
South Africa, said: "The public
will need to be re-educated as
far as Test matches are con-

rned.”

Krish Mackerdhuj, presi-
dent of the UCHSA explained:

ALl BACHER

"There has been a long gap
since playing Tests during
which time we've boosted one-
day cricket because we needed
to finance the development
pro :
"One-day cricket has a car-
nival atmosphere and people
like the quick decision and the
climax.

"There is a generation gap.
Many of the fans who watched
the match in Durban were
those involved in the old days.
We need to convince younger
people that Test cricket is
good and the basis of our
game.”

The poor crowds in Durban
raise further fears about the
long-term future of Test
cricket.

Since the development of
the one-day game in the 70s,
Test cricket steadily lost
custom to the brash, short-
encd version.

Only in England does Test °

cricket consistently attract

No surprises at New York

NEW YORK, Nov
19: A night alter
the No 2 seed
was bumped out
of the touma-

ment, the Virginia Slims
Championships ran true fto
form Wed night, reports

AP.

Third-seeded Gabriela
Sabatini, No 5 Arantxa Sanchez
Vicario and No 7 Jennifer
Capriati posted straight-set
victories to move into the
quarterfinals of this season-
ending event.

In what was rapidly
becoming a fad in the dirs 3
million tournament, Capriati
and Sanchez Vicario had to
win first-set tiebreakers en
route to victory. Not so
Sabatini, who crushed Amy
Frazier 6-0, 6-2 in the night's
final match.

Capriati defeated Helena
Sukova 7-6 (7-3), 6-1 after
Sanchez Vicario
Garrison 7-6 (7-0) 6-1.
Tuesday, Lori McNeill shocked
No 2 seed Stefli Graf 7-6 (7-1),
6-4 and Jagpa Novotna
climinated No 6 Mary Joe
Fernandez 7-6 (7-3), 6-2.

With the crowd cheerin
her on in both English

On

Lina

Spanish, Sabatini had little
trouble handing Frazier a lop-
sided loss in her first appear-
ance in the tournament.

The Argentinian's ground
strokes were deep and hea
her serves rful and well-
placed, her volleys crisp.
Frazier was, in a way, the per-
fect foil as Sabatini began what
she hopes will end in her sec-
ond Slims title. She won in

1988.

Frazier drew a big round of
applause when she held serve
in the second game of the sec-
ond set, winning her (first
game of the match. Her second
— and last — came three games
later when she broke Sabatini's
service. !

It also took a while for
Sanchez Vicario to find a
goov: The Spaniard trailed
arrison 5-2 in the opening

set before grabbing a -,

final spot against fourth-
seeded Matina Navratilova in
the next round of this dirs 3
million tournament. Garrison
continued her lacklyster play

at Madison Garden, los-
ing for the 1ith time in 13
matches,

comparable crowds.

Suulh Africa is secn by
many as the final chance to
halt the trend and, although
the Durhln Test nuggcated
u-th Hm:tlg

be m—
cuu:l,

"1 hapc it is just a tempo-
rary thing. that once people
get to know Test cricket
they'll come.

“The third day when India,
having been struggling
overnight, came back was what
Test cricket is all about. |
spoke to many people espe-
cially younger ones, who said
"This is good cricket. The
crowd got into the game.”

It is a view echoed by the
South African players

Said Omar Henry: "By the
third day, which was really ab-
sorbing, you could tell people
were thinking there is some-
thing to this five-day crickel.
They are so used to the one-
day game they arc not aware
how good Test cricket can be".

Fans are no alone in need-
ing to be re-educated.

Television coverage is re-
stricted, with a long gap in the
middle of the day. That breaks
up the building tension which
is such a key part of the Test
The one-day matches are
being shown in their entirety
in both India and South Alfrica.

Like a supermarket selling a
loss leader, officials are plan-
ning to cut prices for three
remaining Tests in an effort to
attract fans and convert them.

Officials will be watching
the turnstiles as anxiously as

the scoreboard when the sec--

ond Test starts in Johan-
nesburg next week.

three-day ninth na
tonal junior wrestling cham-
pionships under the aegis of
the Bangladesh Amateur
Wrestling Federation (BAWF)
rl under way at the National

portl Council gymnasium

Th: BAWF president Capt
(retd) Siddique Ahmed inaugu-
rated the meet.

Scventy-five wrestlers rep-
resenting 12 teams arc taking
part in the competition. The
leams are defending champi-
ons Khulna, last year's run-
ners-up; Dhaka, Chittagong,
JEIHPJ Bogra, Gazipur,
Munshiganj, Rangpur,
Dinajpur, Narail, Comilla and
Kushtia.

On the opening day, [irst-
round matches of eight differ-
ent weight categories were
held.

Finals of all cvents will be
held tomorrow, Saturday. the
concluding day of the mect.

BFF short-lists 60
Sports Reporter

The selection committee of
the Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) has made a
preliminary selection of 60
to form two eams for

the 1993 President Gold Cup
tournament, to the held in the

city from January 8 to 20, ac-
cording to sources.

Six foreign teams and two -

tcams {rom Bangladesh will
participate in the meet in two

grou
T; list of the selected

footballers will be published
after the approval of the execu-
tive committee meeting of the
BFF to be held next Sunday,
November 22.

The coaching camp for the
players will start from
December 1.

Meanwhile, the BFF has de-
cided to train the district
coaches at eight different
venues across the country,

Indian swimmers
rule the pool

Sports Reporter

Hosts India annexed the in-
augural South Asian swimming
championship yesterday, the
sccond-day of the three-day
meet now being held at the
Subhash Sarobar in Calcutla,
according to All India Radio
monitored in Dhaka yesterday
afternoon.

Jdndia secured 10 of Lhe
m:'ning golds lo clinch the
title while Bangladesh and Shri
Lanka managed one gold each.

Pakistan and the Maldives,
the other two participating
nations, are yet to bag a gold
medal.

Four more swimming
events, along with the water-
polo final, will be held today,
the concluding day .

Sixth-place finish
by Dhaka XI

hSJ)ort.s Reporter
3ang sh national hockey
tcam, which played under the

guise of Dhaka XI, finished
sixth in the nine-team All
India Surjeet Singh memorial
hockey championship held
from November 3 to 13 in
Jallandhar, Punjab, India.
Punjab and Sindh Bank
cmerged as champions while
Air India finished as runners-

" Finance DU
b’ball champs

Sports Reporter

Department of Finance
cmerged as champions in the
Dhaka University inter-de-
partment basketball tourna-
ment trouncing Department
of Marketing by 53 to 29
points at the university gym-

nasfum terday.
MHHEHV!EEyChﬂ.ﬂE'E“Or of

the University Prof Emazuddin
Ahmed distributed the prizes

as chiel guest.

Seventh-seed Jennifer Caprutu of the United States returns
-a shot to Helena Sukova of Czechoslovakia in the first
round match of the Virginia Slims Championships in New

York on Wednesday. Capriati won 7-6 (7-3), 6-1. - AFP photo |

b

Nov ll' P'm'mn'
captain John Wri-

t was among
g:n' New Zealan-
ders named on
Thur-dny as replacements for
players who have withdrawn
from the tour of Shri Lanka
because of Monday's bomb
blast, Reuter.

Wright, one of the country's
most capped players, was
joined by uncapped pace
bowler Michael Owens, all-
rounder Justin Vaughan and
ofl-spinner Grant Bradburn,
New Zealand Cricket (NZC)
said.

The quartet replace five
players — batsmen Mark
Greatbatch and Rod Latham,
all-rounder Gavin Larsen,
spinner Dipak Patel and fast
bowler Willle Watson — who
pulled out after the bomb at-
tack outside their hotel which
killed five people.

Wright initially made him-
scll unavaflable for the tour and

was reported to be considert
retiring. The left-hande

| opener led New Zealand from

1988 until 1990 and is their
highest Test run-marker.

Vaughan, a middle-order
batsman and slow-medium
change bowler, was tipped to
figure In New Zealand's World
Cup squad, but after being
named 12th man for a one-day
international against England
last season, dropped out of the
reckoning.

He spent the last English
scason with Gloucestershire,
mainly in their second team.

Bradburn, an off-spinner
and useful batsman, toured
Pakistan in 1990 and played in
the one-day series in Australia
the following year.

The five returning phym
have left Shri Lanka with team
coach Warren Lees, saying they
could not concentrate on

EI“}'"‘I cricket after the
ng.

BOARD CHIEF IRKED

Mcanwhllc another report

from Colombo said Shri Lanka
Cricket Board president
Tyronne Fernando,- ot a
statement by an h
cricket official over a bomb
blast here on Monday, wants
e g oy Sy
Co held out-
side London.

‘I would be requesting

chatrman Colin Cowdrey to
hold the ICC's next meeting in

JOHN WRIGHT

some olher place and not iIn
London,” he told Thursday's
The visiting New Zecaland
cricket squad on Wednesday
reversed an earlier decision to
call off its Shrdi Lankan tour
after Monday's explosion,
which killed four people In-
cluding the navy commander
just outside the team hotel.

Fernando, who s also a gov-
crnmenl minister, was an-
gered by a comment by Allan
Smith, chiel executive of the
Test and Counly ricket Board,
“ﬂkf mbo bomb

have Im ations for
the England tour nl' Shri Lanka
in March.

Smith also said the board
would consult Britain's envoy
in Colombo before embarking
on the tour.

" am at this
statement, as it has

been made from far-away
London where bomb attacks

and thrcats are morc fre-
quent,” Fernando said.

surprised
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KlWls call up Wright, 3 others

tain Martin Crowe made it
clear Thursday that he had
been directed against his own

wishes to continue the trou-
bled Shri Lankan tour, reports
AFP

The tour hit a crisis Monday
when a bomb ex outside
the Colombe hotel where the
New Zealand tcam was s
Five people were killed.

Initially the tour was called
ofl when a vote found the party
evenly spiit on staying or go-
Ing.

After New Zealand Cricket
chairman Peter McDermott
flew to Shri Lanka the tour was
resumed but with the coach
and f[ive players returning
home. Four replacements leave
here Friday.

A plainly upset Crowe fold
the TV3 network Thursday
that he would sooner go home.

He said aflter McDermott's
arrival he said there were no
more veles among the touring

Asked if he had been di-
rected to continue, he replied:
"That's right.”

He sajd there was no doubt
the mood of the leam had been
aflected by the bomb.

Asked if the departing play-
ers had been important he
replied: "Absdlutely, they're vi-
tal players.

“The replacements will
come over and do their best
but if they were good cnough
they would have been here in
the first place,” Crowe said.

‘Flght fire with fire’, says Lillee

PERTH, Nov 19:
Australia’'s lege-
former fast
bowler Dennis
Lillee has called
" on Australia to
“fight flire with fire” in the five-
match Test series against the
West  Indies, starting iIn
[irisbane on Friday this week,
rvporis. AFP. .

“They have wused the
shorter-length ball very well
over the years and there is no
doubt our fast bowlers, espe-
clally Craig McDermott, Mery
Hughes and Bruce Reid have
the fi to match it with
them,” Lillee wrote in a col-
umn in the West Australian
Daily.

"We've simply got to fight
fire with fire.”

Favouring the inclusion of
those three speedsters, plus
Mike Whitney, to forth a pace
quartet, Lillee wrote:
"Sclective shortpitched bowl-
ing can do the trick, but it's
got to be selective because |
can hark back lo whr:n we

overdid it dnd got thrashed in
the second Test against them
in Perth in the 1975-78
scries.”

lillee, so often controver-
stal, has called for Dean Jones,
{:ﬂnlidtrl:d ont ol Auatﬂlhnl

.........
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DENNIS LILLEE

most strongly entrenched
batsmen to be sacked from the

Test side.

Gazza - goa]s for England

LONDON, Nov 19:
A resurgent Paul

Gasco breat-
hed life into an
ailing England

side with two
goals in an emphatic 4-0
victory over Turkey in a World
Cup qualifier on Wednesday,
reports Reuter.

Gascoigne, playing only his
sccond international since a
15-month lay-ofl with a serious
knee injury, orchestrated
England's first win in six
games with a goal in each half.

It set England’'s World Cup
campaign fi on track afler
a 1-1 home draw with Norway
in their opening Group Two
game last month.

Alan Shearer, Britain's most
expensive player at 3.2 million

pounds sterling, launched his
b{d to claim the striking man-
tle of the retired Gary Lineker
with his second international
goal in six appearances and
captain Stuart Pearce blasted
in a free-kick.

After Gascoigne and
Shearer had given England a
2-0 halftime lead, Turkey, who
have never beaten England nor

scored a goal against them in
six previous matches, were

killed off with two goals In two
minutes on the hour.

England, desperate for a
victory after their draw with

Norway, final th;;cw off the
h ver ol their oor
ango E .

European championship
in June. :
Lazto midficlder Gascoigne,

revelling in the vast space
Turkey gave him, ‘drove
England forward to crush a

side which had restricted
them to a 1-0 win at Wembley
in their last meeting a year

had two chances of

an early goal. Full back Lee
Dixon hit the t in the
fourth minute Shearer was

denied by a defender's [oot
after lan Wright's powerful

shot was only parried by goal-
kee

Hyrettin Demirbas.
rkey almost took a shock

lead in the 12th minute when
goalkeeper Chris Woods
blocked a,shot from Hakan
Sukur with his legs and cap-
tain Unal Karaman struck the
underside of the bar with a
cracking drive while Woods
was his feet.

But four minutes later the
{rrepressible Gascoigne settled
England nerves with the open-
ing goal,

Gascoigne lost the ball try-
ing to dribble past too many
defenders but, in a defensive
mix-up between Bulenk
Korkmaz and Gokhan Keskin,
Paulince won it back and:
Gascoigne neatly side-steecped
another Turk to score his
third international goal.

Just before the hall-hour

Shearer demonstrated ' tlhe
redatory talents that have
rought him 16 goals at

Blackburn when he dived in-
side defender Ogun

Temizkangolu to head a per-
fectly directed cross from

~ Wright into the net.

It was Shearer's second goal
in six games since he scored
on his debut against France in
February.

Substitute Ugur Tutuneker
almost scored with his first
touch after coming on at hall-
time when his lob over a
stranded Woods just cleared
the bar. Then Hami Mandirali
forced a good save from Woods
with a searing frec-kick [rom
midway inside the half.

But Turkish hearts sank
when Pearce hammered a
freckick with help of a deflec-
tion past Hayrettin and a
minute later took a

from a rare attack by de-
ender Des Walker, sides-
tepped the keeper and tucked
the ball home.

England manager Graham
Taylor, celebrating his team's
aqpanet Pankernd 1 iy ot

in June, .
"I'm very, very pleased. It was a
first-class team performance

and the two goals I’rnﬂ
Gascoigne were icing on |
cake.”

mr Hc

"We have the players to beat
the West Indies. But | do not
belicve Jones should be part of
that plan.” said the man who
captured 355 Test wickets,
mere than any other
Australian. -

"l do not think he has done
cnough — one 50 from nine
Test digs in Lhc Cnnbhun last

be a fine one-
N where are no
slips or

"H:h one to go if new
blood is to be injected — as it
should be.”

Lillee says the West Indies
arc at their most vulnerable
since Australia walloped them

5-1 in 1975-76.

Lillee, with 27 wickets al an
average of 26.37, was a
member of the Australian Test
side that summer.

Since then, the West Indics
have not lost a series to
Ausiralia, and have gained 17
wins to five defeats in 31
Tests, with nine drawn.

' Waugh's chance.

to make the mark

SYDNEY, Nov 19: Mark
Waugh has a last chance to se-
curc his Australian Test -
tion when New South Wales
play a four-day match against
the West Indics starting
at the Sydney Cricket Gro
reports AP.

Waugh has been under
pressure to retain his spot
since scoring four successive
ducks in the last two Tests
against Shri Lanka earlier this
year.

He is competing against his
twin brother, Steve, and im-
pressive young West hullﬂhm
batsman Damien Martyn for
one middle-order spot in the
Australian team to face the
tourists in the first Test start-
ing in Brisbane on Nov 27, |

West Indies Richie
Richardson said that
he expected Mark Waugh to
retain his Test spot.

" think he's a good plly!.'r
and an exciting player,”
Richardson said.

"He plays some good shots
and even though I'm on the
other side, you like to see
things like that.”

"He's a very competitive
cricketer and | like playing
against people like that.”

Since returning from’ Shri

Lanka, Waugh has gﬂdullly

found form.

The elegant right-hander
scored 88 in the opening
ShefMield Shield match against
Victoria and felt he was batting
well after making 46 and 35 in
two innings against Western
Australia in Perth. -

"l want to play for Australia
andlllllttlubnrhufmy

be in iL”
The Australian team for the

Monday — before the New
South Wales-West Indies
match 18 scheduled to finish.



