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Educaﬁon in Productlon

Production-oriented education as referred to
in political parlance is a r, most of the
time. education me ul in all respects
is what counts. Today's reality has forced us
to evaluate education on the merits of its em-

ployment oppnrturuty no doubt about it. The
ctlllﬁlln provided by education however

tle relations with the real production. That
is what education is all about, at least in the sys-
tem we are following now. It is the artisans, the
workers and farmers who have been closely as-
sociated with production at the field level, not

the educated white-collar people whose job it is
to make the most of the elitism-biased soctal sit-

uation.

ainst such a bac , when Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia calls for education with pro-
duction, she just reiterates the ritualistic. But
there is a point in that it ought to relate life in
the best possible manner. Given the endless vol-
umes of paperwork required to be done by the
oversize bureaucratic set-ups and the perks en-
joyed by the elite cores in society, a work culture

never Eet: the patronage it should. Education
surtl{ to be

roductive but not in the conven-
sense of the term. Literature, philosophy,
history and basic aclenct are no less productive
in éomth of human q -
eére is no lnt I]nr:% ol employment-
ariented education a]nnt.- and unless this has been
backed by appropriate policy measures. Since the
emphasis till now has been on producing gradu-
at:a with little practical knowledge for applica-
tion, it is the system that ought to be given a
shake-up. A government bent on bringing about a
qualitative c e in the present :ducatlun Sys-
temm must be ready to tx&ctbr do that. Allocation,
though highest on papers in the sector, it is in
rtall too meagre to reach the level where its
elits could be must s ectacular. It is the pri-
ry and secondary where things ought to
be bmught in urdr:r Thc Ministry of Education at
these es must seek to, first of all, address the
problems of physical infrastructure, teaching stafl
and drop-outs. To match the need of the time,
there is a need for reorganising the curricula
with enough emphasis on the practical lessons
alongside the general education. The question of
acquiring language skill, basic knowledge of enu-
meration or mathamatics and some rudimentary
“ideas of geography, histo u?' and science will have
to [eature in the system of education all the same.
Because without such a complementary knowl-

edge, a student tends, to be almost wholly
sell- and less committed to society than
what would have allowed all people to livé

rﬂ:m the key question is to provide ben-

eﬂta to maximum number of people through a
most effective educational system. And the chal-
lenge exactly lies there. It is at this point that two
other vital issues mme rty and population boom

— S0 l to education, call our at-
tention. go endlessly as to which
of these three is n-n: mumblt for bur woes,
but the essential truth remains that investment in
education pays In spades. To get out “of the
morass, a strong political will is most uired;
because without w education for all con-
tinue to elude us as ever. What we should do is to
establish the of labour — one that has to
be complemented by information, well-re-
searched knowledge and experience. However

much a nation may produce, the benefit will be
negated if social disparities continue to widen
leaving the productive forces on the sideline in-
stead of msurtng their legitimate share. Real ed-
ucation must.impart lessons on developing hu-
man values to tide over this psychic barricade

. -
Hamidur and His Minar
If a single piece of artwork ever managed to
express the intense nationalistic feelings, strug-
gles and aspirations of an entire nation, then the
Shaheed Minar, built on the spot where martyrs
of age Movement fell on Feb 21, 1952,
was it. Yet, the full vision of the immortal sculp-
ture’'s creator Hamidur Rahman, whose third
death anniversary passed yesterday, remains un-
fulfilled to a large extent even today. Hamidur
Rahman’s design, which was chosen out of a hun-
dred back in 1956, was never [ully executed for a
number of reasons, including political difficulties
during Pakistan days and bureaucratic bungling
and shortsightedness in post-liberation times.
However, when we wish to pay tribute to the
creator of this extraordinary piece of work on his
death anniversary, we ought not 4o brood over
what went wrong. Rather, it should be our re-
solve to see how the wrong can be righted and
the Shaheed Minar expanded and established in
its fullest glory. In an article published in this pa-
r on Feb 21 this year, the departed artist's
rother Sayeed Ahmed had mentioned that a
substantial documentation of the Shaheed
Minar's hasement mural, as planned and drawn
by Hamidur, was preserved in the Department of
Art of the University of Philadelphia in the
United States. Re-creating the basement as well
as the research library that Rahman had included
in his overall plan of the Minar would be a
proper way to remember the artist who had given
us a sculpture which served as the most powerful
symbol of Bengalee nationalism throughout our
struggle for freedom. In addition, the Dhaka
University authorities should ponder over the
contribution made by sculptor Novera Ahmed to
the design, by including free-flowing water and
open-air sculptures in the Minar complex.
Ahmed’s contribution was an integral part of
Hamidur Rahman’'s overall scheme, and they
‘would form a crucial part of the beauty of the
place.
This would mean foll Hamidur Rahman’'s
design to the letter and not only in spirit. The
worst mistake that can be made would be to
change the design in a misguided bid to
“improve” the structure. It should be remem-
bered that the Shaheed
complete form, has been replicated all over the
country and become a truly people’'s monument.
While we aim to complete Rahman's work to
show our ude, we must not commit aes-
thetic murder by tampering with the original de-

sign.

Minar, even in its in-

| one feels temp

J‘u..u-pwrﬁd

cation, has to play a
significant role in butlding up
society and helping the
people achieve their national

of Press. There is figm belief
that freedom has to be
conceived and expressed In
the perspective ol ter
national interest and the well-
being of the people. The free-

dumnf expression is an in-

?ﬂ. the concept of
f expression en-

reedom
compasses freedom of speech
and freedom of the Press.

indispensable pre-condition
for de . The utility of
the press S0 m to
Thomas rson, onc of the
founding fathers and the third
president of the United States
of America, that he went as far
as to state his unhesitating
preference for ‘'newspaper
without a government to a gov-
ernment without newspapers.'

in the democratic society,
the people should be allowed
the freedom to hold opinion
without interference and to
seck, receive and in-
formation and ideas to enable
them to exercise their rights
as citizens and pate in-
telligently and effectively in
the governance of the country.
The press is by far the best
suited’ medium for the pur-
pose,

In fact, freedom of press
could not be conceived in
absolute term. Freedom carries
with it duties and responsibili-
ties. Freedom lies obliga
tion of the ual as well
as of the society and also of the
nation.

Therefore, the role of the
news media in informing,
alerting and inciting public
opinion ia absolutely critical.

what Prime Minister of

ted to quote

Bangladesh
EZia told odtturi of national
newspapers on 7 October, a
patient may die for wrong'
treatment, the distortion
of a news can cause damage to
the entire country’. This is a
‘statement of [act which
is. particularly relevant in the
context of the: developing
countries. Unlike other indus-
trics the entreprencurs in the
newspaper industry are not in
business to earn money alone.
Other motiva factors are
ropagation ideas, en-
ancrnenl of l-u-r:il.l pmlu'e
and a desire to contribute
the welfare of the
The news and views carried
newspapers sirive to satis
Lthree basic requirements of
the readers i.e. information,
education and entertainment.
Sensationalism and gimmicks
may help boost sale of newspa-
pers, bul resort to such prac-
tice is more an exception than

the rule, Newspapers tend to
render service to the

society
ing the fact, project-

by

ing truth and espousing
the cause of the ple even
under difficult co Ithnl

Here it would be relevant to
quote from Walter Lippmann,
who wrote, far back in 1922,

"if we assume that news and

truth are two words for the
same thing, we shall, | believe,
arrive nowhere”. According to
Lippmann, "lunction of ncws is
to s an event and func-
tion of truth is to bring to light
the hidden facts, to set them
into relation with each other,
and make a picture of reality
on which men can act.”
Therelore, a journalist is called
upon to find the hidden fact
and to present an objective
picture of what is happening
in the soeiety. In our poverty
ridden society, there is hardly

extract favour of
the power. If he holds biased
attitude, it would spoil the
credibility of his report or he

mﬁlﬂlchug:mthem-
court.
Political Leaning

in Bangladesh, a careful
study of the daily newspapers,
both Bengalli and English, re-
veal the fact that a num-
ber of them either toe the line
of one political party or extend
support to another political

party directly. A few of them
have tilted in a subtle way. A
few newspapers subscribe to
cither religious or soctalist
ideclogies. It is an frony that
many of the working urnll
ists are identified

cal

e:pect an ol::ju-uv: and
unbiased reporting and com-
ments from them. from
this trend, editors and owners
of many a newspapers are non-
professional. The news and
nnmm:nu appearing in these
"d:lwr:iurt tend to

views. Against
thl- backdrop, it is amazing to
note a large number of datly
newspapers, —numbering 127
— are being published in
Bangladesh. This number, of
course, include English daiflies.
Of the 110 million population,

(although there is a big ques-
tion mark about the population
statistics in Bangladesh), adult
literacy rate is 35% as per
Human Development Report,
1992 of UNDP. That means

are puzzied to see the
upward trend in the number o

newspapers either in

or English. were told this
reflects f m of press
existing in Bangladesh and
people irres of caste,
creed or co are expre-
ssing their fon [reely,
without fear or . Foreign

friends in their reply say this
kind of freedom which at

times appears to be irrational
or whimsical or devoid of
sense or tdntamounts to
misleading opinion forming
circle in the democratic set up
of a country. It is a fact that the
concept of 'pure’ journalism
did not evolve over the years in

Bangladesh. This is really an
' Circulation and

Readership
The circulation of newspa-
pers appear to be fluctuating
with the political and
issues and behaviour of nature.
According to newspaper man-
agements, circulation of the
goes up if the po-
issues of important na-
ture, which, even include po-
litical murders continue to,
persist. And the circulation
goes down if hartal (strike) for
lakes place or there is disrup-
tion of transport system due to
heavy downpour and floods. At
least one ma menl at-
tributes the decrease of circu-
lation to the increase of price
ol news . While one man-
agement claims that the circu-
lation Incremses between ten
and fifteen thousand because of
the reasons stated above.

from Chittagong. Khulna,
Rajshahi, Sylhet, Kushtia and
Bogra. Il the circulation of
Dhaka dailics, as provided by
the managements, is relied
upon, the readership stands at

newspaper readership comes
to 30,00,000. The price of a
daily is Taka 4/-(four Taka)
and the minimum wage fis
Taka 1045/-, as per statistical
year book 1991. The middle
class and low income group
can hardly afford to a
newspaper under p ng
economic conditions. There-
fore, ., the circulation
of newspapers is confined to a
sizeable population, who is
politically and ideologically
committed or conscious. High
rate of illiteracy coupled with
lowest per capita income and
spiral increase of price of
essential commodities have
made the growing population
incapacitated to buy daily
newspapers.

What emerges from the re-
cent seminars on the man-

agement of the newspapers fs

on political issues, A
mechanism could be
for granting a bonus for writing

From long and varied expe-
rience in journalism and
meeting journalists world over
:ndthltudylhthn' ﬂ::: media in
epth, in capitalist
and socialist blocks, | can
that the media in
has expanded widely and
dishing out stories and views

than many
-urrH but

much more freely
ecountries of the

unbridled rtnkn poscs a
dn;?: , there is a
h'lb-hnu.

The Four Men who Seek to Undermine Yeltsin

Andrew Wilson writes from Moscow

From the Caucasus to Tatarstan, nationalist leaders and "private” armies are threatening
Yeltsin's Russia. Monthly inflation, now running at 25 per cent, and mass unemployment
undermine the President’'s economic policies. Resentment against the democrats is
growing and observers are now openly talking about a coup. On December F, the Congress
of People’'s Deputies — which has power to change the constitution and challenge the
presidency, opens. Yeltsin's survival will depend on its decisions.

LMOST from the start,
Boris Yeltsin's “demo-

cratic” Russia has been

dogged by predictions of a new
putsch.Till recently, most il

not all of these alarms could be

. rejected as baseless.

The forces of opposition,
which under a unified leader-
ship might have been expected
to grasp the disastrous eco-
nomic situation as a pretext for
action, remained divided,
while the army was preoccu-
pied with internal military
problems. .

But! the sftuation is chang-
ing, and rapidly, under the
twin spectres of a worthless
currency (inflation now run-
ning at 25 per cent per
month) and mass unemploy-
ment as millions of workers
who have continued to draw
wages from idle tories ap-
proach what must be their last

Meanwhile the state faces a
different kind of crisis as, from
the Caucasus to Tatarstan, na-
tionalist leaders and "private”
armics threaten Russia with
the same disintegration that
overtook the Soviet Union.

Many informed pecople are
now convinced that a coup, or
something approaching it, is
unavoidable, with the obvious
occasion occurring within
wecks. On December 1, Yeltsin
s due to lose the special pow-
ers by which, for most of the
year, he has governed the
country over the heads of the
Russian Lt and locally
elected assemblies.

The same day sees the
opening of what must be a
critical session of the Congress
of People's Deputies — the
1,060-strong extended par-
liament which alone of state
organs has power. to change
the Russian constitution and
challenge the presidency.

In a seismic shift of the po-
litical scene three possibilities
arc widely canvassed.

* First is a communist
comeback, a vote for a new
constitution that would end
the existing presidential sys-

Legacies of the Sowet Umon

tem and bring back a version,

albeit reformed, of the previ-
ous regimer But despite slgns

of disillusionment and a strong
showing (25 per cent) in the
two-year-old Congress, the
former communists are far
from inspiring confidence in
the country at large.

The more liberal among
them, like Roy Medvedev's
Socialist Party of Labour, ac-
cept the reality of their situa-
tion and, so far as a return to
power is concerned, are pre-
pared to bide their time.

* The second possibility is a
move by right-wing nationalists
and some disappointed
"democrats” to set up a
"government of national salva-
tion.” Among the prime actors
are firebrands like Viadimir

Zhirinovsky, leader of the so-
called Liberal Democratic
Party, who once campaigned
for president on a "vodka”
ticket and portentously eflfered
himsell as an "alternative to
civil war.”

No less than the reformist
ex-communists, they lack sup-
port from the mass of ordinary
people, whose only concerh is
to get to the end of the cco-
nomic nightmare, and who see
no solution in the hands of fa-
natics.

* The third possibility —
amounting to nothing less than
a coup in current Russian po-

* litical terminology — is the in-

stallation of a firm government
of technicians- in which
Yeltsin, or his presidential
successor, would be reduced

_ 1o a mere figurchead.

. Four prominent personali-
tics are being mentioned in
connection with this scenario
— a group half-jokingly called
by political congnoscenti the
new SCSE, (State Committee
for the State of Emergency),
set up by the leaders of the
coup of August 1991. They

are:-
* Arkady Volsky, 60, head
of the Union of Industrialists

and Entrepreneurs, the ablest
official yet to emerge. [rom
among captains of the former
S-nﬁel L tmlllmy -industrial com-
plex

* Nikolai Travkin, 46, head
of the Democratic Party of
Russia, an authoritarian
worker-politician once hailed
as Russia’'s "Walesa."

* Ruelan Khaabulatov, 50,
Chechen-born speaker of the
Russian parliament and former
Yeltsin ally, now the’ leading
protagonist - - for a
"parliamentary republic” in
which the President's powers
would be sharply curtailed.

* Aleksandr Rutskoi, 45,
Russian Vice-President and
former Afghanistan fighter pi-
lot. In 1991 he organised the
defence of "White House". Now
he openly attacks Yeltsin's
"undemocratic tendencies”
and swears to see the last of
the President’s young advisers.

Political insiders and mili-
tary officers now add a fifth
name — that of Gen. Pavel
Grachev, chiel of the Russian
armed forces. Grachev s a

[ormer airborne forces com- .

mander, promoted for his loy-
alty during the putsch. His
tacit backing, n.nd that of his
soldiers is regarded as indis-
pensable to any plan to ditch
Yeltsin and install a firm gov-
ernment of extricating
Russia from its present crisis.

Grachev is no politician,
but, according to General Stafl
officers, he would almost cer-
tainly go along with any well-
prepared move that promised
to restart the economy and re-
store Russian statehood —
notwithstanding the fate of his
Soviet predecessor, Marshal
Dmitrio Yazov.

On October 27, Yeltsin
struck a pre-emptive blow by
im a ban on the National
Salvation Front, an umbrella
organisation of nationalists and
ex-democrats, whom he ac-
cused of demanding "the over-
throw of legally constituted
authorities," i.e. his presi-

"huntr four hours later he
ordercd the dissolution of a

‘parliamentary guard” sent by
Khasbulatov to take over the-
office of Izvestia. The
claims that the mpal’:rh;
parliament’s property.

Such moves, now
almost daily, are signs of
[lur:t;.ia'n increasingly volatile
condition. But suggestion
that the mup-wngl be armed
force or violent donstitutional
surgery is likely to mis-

s taken: The likelihood is more
' subtle. ¢ 4

In the secial conditions ex-
pected by December — of lw
per-inflation, inec
shortages, mass -ofls ind
shortiage of heating fuels — the
technicians expect to be in a
strong enough position to dic-
late terms. can require
Yeltsin to dismiss his "liberal”
ministers — the acting prime
minister and economist, Yegor
Gaidar, whose theoretical
market policies are held re-
sponsible for ng unrest
and industrial run-down, and
the Foreign Minister, Andrel

Kozyrev, who is regarded as

too "soft.”

In their place, the techni-
cians will take over industry,
restore production, and intro-
duce a programme of eco-
nomic and social development
less subservient to Western
opinion and the International
Monetary Fund.

The core of the technicians’
scenario is that Yeltsin will be
given an ultimatum. If he re-
fuses, his opponents will
threaten constitutiona] chan-

ges, ntrll;lpmg him of authority

— or If he agrees, he
will be n the chance to s
titylar of state, with
the trappings to which he has
so quickly grown accustomed
— GEMINI NEWS
ANDREW WILSON was for
several staff correspon-

gions of Russia
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J Anti-Terrorism
Ordinance

Sir, Men are by nature
selfish and they very much
want to enjoy certain facilities
which they do not like to share
with others; and to avoid any
possible conflict they sit to-
gether, agree to certain com-
mon principles ‘and delegate
an authority on one of them, so
that such a seclected leader
will, for the greater good of
the common people, form a

rinciple of governance, which
L himself follow and en-
force its strict observance by
others., That is why in every
village or mohalla such a leader
enjoys confidenceé of others
and exercise obedience from
them. This seems to be the
essence of democracy also. But

Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed'to the Editor and legibly written or typed
| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

such a leader when proves
himself to be sell-centred,
despotic and tyrannical, there
befall miseries on the com-
monmen.

Although unfortunate, it is
true that most of the anti-so-
cial acts viz. theflt, dacoity,
high-way robbery, atrncitlu on
the weak and the peace-lovi

ple that occur here a

there in the le an breadth
of the city suburbs are
under the sive,

sort of
com-

if not active, support o
leaders who apparently

mand authority on others. And -

for the commonmen in such
circumstances, it becomes
well nigh difficult to save
themselves from the wrong
doings. In course of time, such

lawless elements become so
much powerful that they tend
to flout the authority of even

" to eflectively

" Ordinance,
" plary punishment to contain

the law enforeing flgenciu. as
it is observed.

.The boundless activities of
such unruly elements have be-
come so much widespread that
the peace-loving people and
the law enforcing agencies fail
control them. Life

and property of commonmen

stand in jeopardy to such an -

extent that government has
promulgated Anti-Terrorism
providing exem-

them.

Some opposition circles
have come up with criticism
against it, for obvious reasons.
But it is as much certain that
the government cannot be a
passive onlooker when terror-
ists have intensified their ac-
tivities beyond proportion
causing large scale misery of
commonmen. They very exis-
tence of a stiff law s itself a
muchech against such

s acts. There is law in
Saudi Arabia for amputation of
hand for theft, which effec-
tively curbed that offence
there and there are few
who are losing their

there. With the promulgation
of the ordinance here, there

T e L SESETEL . =

has been substantial check in
¢rime by this time and that is
the instant success of Govt. If
the Ordinance is enforced as
given out by the government, it
is hoped that the law and
order situation will be im-
roved to a great extent to of-
er the much m:n:lcd peace
and tranquility for the peace-
loving innocent citizens.
M H Shaikh

Senpara, Dhaka.
Kidney disease:
Lithotripsy machine

Sir, There are n rous
ﬁ::rl:nt‘ in our country who
stones in their kidneys.
These patients muster strong
in big hospitals for treatment.
They feel severe pain in their
kidneys when stones cause ob-
struction. In medical science,
these stones are called
‘Calculus: In course of time,
these stones cause serious
damage to the kidneys. In our
country, these stones are re-
moved through major opera-
tions. These operations are
risky and costly. On the other
hand, hospitals and seats In
the hospital for this purpose

are also extremely limited. So
this kind of patients have to

" want for a longtime for opera-
- tions.

In developed countries, the
stones are removed through a
procedure which is called
‘Lithotripsy’. It is & scientific
and non-invasive procedure to
disfntegrate kidney and
ureteric stones without
surgery. This procedure breaks
up the kidney and ureteric
stones without sur
fine sand like les which
are subsequently passed out
with urine. This procedure is
safe and it does not involve a

lot of money. So every year the

rich patients from our country
to foreign countries for

ﬁttmmp-y tum-nmt.

ow | come to
pnlnt In our :nunt.?'
Lithotripsy machine has
uadyh:;n b t which fs
being in IPGMR, Dhaka. |
request the concerned author-
ity for quick installation nl'lhe
machine with the help of
which the above mentioned
patients may get proper
treatment.

M G Mustafa
Madartek, Dhaka

into

m:dln‘ of the western countries

refer to the reglon of Asia
comprising Syria, Jordan,
Lebanon, Palestine and Israel
ctc. as the Middle-East, quite
rightly because this region is
in the middle of the East in re-
lation to the western coun-

the above n as Middle-
Easl! This is a mis-
take. The Middle-East, ( in re-

desh. Hence, we should refer
to the above as West
Asia and not M East.

M Nazrmul Hague

Dhalea



