12 The Buily Star

—

Diarrhoea claims
689 in 15 dists

By Staff Correspondent

nhﬂdlﬂpﬂl“
dtarrhoea and

thousand others were

in 15 districts in the cou
during last three and a
months, according to an esti-
mate of the Directorate of
Health in the city :

The mostly
where diarrhoeca broke out in
an epidemic form are:
Brahmanbaria, Chandpur,
Kishoreganj, Habigan|
and Tangail, sources said.

A concermed official said
that as each of the death cases
was reported in the
hn-lthnllkﬁ.tln
ber of death
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the official Agure.

to an official es-
timate 55 died of diar-
rhoea in while 81 in
Brahmanbaria, 66 in Chandpur,
23 in Nectrokona, 79 in

51 in Sirajganj.
45 in Kurigram, four in

Rangpur, 93 in Habiganj, 22 in
Sunamganj, 85 in 22
in lenlng:;m 34 ]
and nine in Maulvibazar since

August this year.
A total of 10 people died in

Dordlh. Kishoreganj, Sirajgani,

Habiganj, Tangail and Maulvi-
bazar Tuesday, the source

added.

4 kl]led, 29 mJured
in road accidents

a speeding truck
knocked them at Mirpur in

the city at about 12 noon
Wednesday .

The victims were identified
as Amena Khatun, 10, and
Tania Khatun, 5. They were
sisters and died on the spot.

However, seized the
truck and arrested its driver
and helper.

A case was filed at Mirpur
thana in this connection.

Later sent the bodies
o the Medical

Hospital (DMCH) morgue for

r adds:
and

UNB from
Two persons were
20 others, includ a UNDP
official, were In in a bus
accident in front of Ansar
Academy at Sakhipur on
Dhaka-Tangail highway yuter

, witnesses and

The dead were h:l:nuﬂu:l
as Igbal Kabir Pasha (30), an
Inlpl.‘tlﬂr of Kaliakoir Krishi
Bank and Bikash Chandra
Shaha .[(35), a local business-
man.

Critically injured Dr Taishu,
an cye specialist of UNDP, was
admitted te Mirzapur
Kumudini Hospital.

By DMCH Correspondent

shifted to Mirzapur Kumudini
Hospital in critical condition
and 10 others to Kaltakoir
Health Complex, hospital

_mnﬂd

Igbal and Bikash succumbed
to their injuries at Kumudini
Hos

Prayer for
injunction on
Bhorer Kagoj
editor rejected

By Staff Correspondent

The first court of Subo-
rdinate Judge in Dhaka
yesterday rejected a prayer for

tempo injunction on the
Editor and Publisher of the
daily 'Bhorer Kagoj' Matiur
Rahman and others.

Naimul Islam Khan, a for-
mer Editor of the paper, and
two of his associates prayed for

tion.

After hearing both sides,

Judge Shahidul Huq rejected
the prayer for injunction.

From Page | Col 8
ent programmes in the coun-
whl

Of the total amount of 29.2
millon Swiss francs, 20.8 mil-
lion equivalent to Taka 63
crore would be spent to build
120 cycione shelters in the
coastal areas over t.ht next
three

The remaining 8.4 million
franc or Taka 25 crore will be

used for the cyclone
paredness programme, h'l:rud
h\‘lh.-pumhuenfm

Responding to a duestion
on the release of seven million
Swiss francs earmarked for
Bangladesh but later sus-
pended, the Red Cross chief
said that he would make nec-
essary efforts to convince the
donors to release the funds.

The funds were committed
following an a by the Red
Cross in the of the
1988 floods and the 1991 cy-
clone to carry out emergency
reliefl operations.

However, the funds were
suspended alter the govern-

ment slop the emer
reliel o mpﬂ‘m much cfﬂﬁ

than u-chﬂ:luhd. he noted.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia u the Red
Cross chlcfht:!dlt release the
suspended s when he met
her Tuesday.

"Prior authorisation of the
individual national donor agen-
cics Is needed I'n the

added that
discussions were already un-
to devise alternate
plans for which the funds can
be used. He made a * )
commitment’ to help release
the funds.
Replying to another ques-
tion, Dr Villarroel, a Venez-

irregularities in
administration of fuhds by the
Bangladesh Red Crescent

“There fsn't any
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crystal clear' as there were in-
I‘.l:rnll and external controls
over the t of funds.

The IFRCS President as-
sured another questioner that
the Switzerland- based Red
Cross was not l'a:lurl:l.ny fund
problems despite on-going

economic slowdown.

He cited the m&n Ht: of a
recent appeal by Cross
for the Rohingya refugees, re-
s ing to which donors
pledged five million Swiss
francs, over-subscribing by
about two million francs.

IFRCS is represented in
152 countries with more than
200 million members, he said,
and it enjoys 'total credibility’
and is recognised by govern-
ments and people around the
world.

"In difficult situations our
movements are always nt
in trying to help the needy.”
he added.

Also present at the press
conference were the Chairman
of Bangladesh Red Crescent

(BRCS) Shahidul Hugq
Jamal MP, IFRCS Vice
President Darrell Donald
Jones, Director of the Asia-
Pacific region Jerry Talbot,
Special Assistant to the

President Meortiz Eiries, the }

head of the delegation In
Bangladesh Daniel Prewitt,
Treasurer of BRCS Ekramul
Amin and other members of its

managing board.

Young woman
found dead
in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 1B:
Hundreds of people thronged
the Dawn Chamber residential
area of the town this morning
to see the body of a young
woman left by unknown per-
mPollce' and doctors at hospi-
tal sus that the uniden-

tiied woman aged about 24
was murdered after being

Ei

au report on

. sent to General
. was not avaflable till
tﬂ-ﬁ#ll..
tnesses said the women
a was found ly-
on the Salimullah
in front of Rose Clinic
early hours of the day.
Al

the
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Dr Kamal Hossain exchanging views with journalists on the present political situation at

his residence yesterday.

PM : Education

From Page | Col B
could be established through

Presided over by Vice-
Chancellor of the University
Prof M Anisur Rahman, the
rally was also addressed by
Education Minister Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar and former

i Chhatra Dal presi-

‘ dent Rizvi Ahmed.

State Minister for Law and
Justice Barrister Aminul Hag,
State Minister for Land
Advocate Kabir Hossain, Mayor
of Rajshahi City Corporation
Mizanur Rahman Minu,
Lutfunnesa MP, former minis-
ter Emran Al Sarker and Pro-
VC of Rajshahi University Prof
M Azharuddin were present.

The Prime Minister said
the nation could not prosper
in the past as education was

not linked with the develop-
ment process, appropriate
technology was not innovated
and utilised and there was no
thrust for increasing produec-
ton.

The Prime Minister said es-
tablishment of universitics
would not be enough unless
"we develop our skills and pur-
sue a system of accountability

- as well”,

Tuming to female educa-
tion, the Prime Minister said
the country could not prosper
leaving halfl of the population
uneducated. "We want to en-
sure women's participation in
all national activities and for
this elaborate programmes
have been taken up”, she said,
~ She assured teachers,
students and employees of the
university of solving their
problems gradually while
addressing the problems of all
the ns of the country.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
laid the foundation of the
fourth giris hostel of the uni-
versity in the campus.

i
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Kamal Hossain observed and
said that the legislators should
reach consensus on some ya-

fjor of national life that
incl poverty alleviation,
of the

economy
and buillding democratic insti-
‘tutions in the country.

When requested to com-
ment on the Awami League-led
Opposition's boycott of pcrlll
ment sessions, Hossain said
that such decisions should be
taken only after adequate re-
view of the whole mphu-
cal scenario.

"Frequent boycott of par-
liament virtually weakens the
process of institutionalising
democracy,” Hossain com-
mented.

Replying to a question on
when he was going to float a
political party Hossain said
that although he had rejected
becoming a member of the
Awami League advisory council,
he still belonged to the party
as a general member.

When asked to comment on
the Awami League's reported
understanding with the Jatiya
Party for a joint movement
against the incumbent
ernment, Hossain  remarked,
"It is not acceplable in princi-
ple.”

BSS adds: Kamal Hossain
also stressed the need for
bridging the opinion gap on
formulating, what he termed, a
‘national survival programme'
to achieve economic progress
and urged the government to
study and implement the re-
ports of the national task force
which were prepared by lead-
ing intellectuals during the
interim t of Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed.

He also said that the Forum
would hold a discussion meet-
ing today seeking implementa-

tion of the Joint Declaration.
When some correspondents
drew his attention to the
‘national contradictions’ over
history of the nation's inde-

pendence , Dr Kamal
-ddhhhry not be made
R to all not to
people by distort-

ing hlltnry on the question of
declaration of lberation war.
He also demanded implemen-
tation of the 4-point agree-
ment signed between the gov-
ernment and the Opposition
on the trial of Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Prof Golam Azam.

Answering a question by a

Rahman's remarks on Dr
Kamal's activities, Dr Kamal
sald what had been said by
Rahman might be the result of
his ignorance about the
Democratic Forum. He also in-
vited Zillur Rahman to watch
their activities first.

Our stafl correspondent
picks up: Barrister Amirul
Islam, also present on the oc-
casion, observed that although
an elected government had
surfaced in the backdrop of a
decade-long mass movement

against autocracy, some major
problems were yet to be set-

tled before terming the coun-
try's present political system a
democratic one.

Separation of the judiciary
from the administration, con-
sultative relationship between
the Treasury bench and the
Opposition, press freedom in
the true sense of the term and
neutral application of law were
the inherent components of a
democratic system, Barrister
Islam said adding that the
Democratic Forum would con-
tinue its struggle to achieve

these factors of democracy.

From Page 1 Col 4
tear gas to listen to her briefl
address before she was hustled
away by police.

She urged her supporters
to storm the Parliament in
Islamabad and throw the gov-
ernment out. After her arrest,
the angry crowd battled thou-
sands of riot police in
Rawalpindi’'s dark, narrow
streets.

Many supporters were in-

jured earlier when baton-

wielding police attacked
crowd as it broke throu
barricades around her home in
nearby Islamabad. Ms Bhutto,
who wore a bullet-proof vest,
was hit several times but ap-
peared unhurt.

Bhutto supporters and po-
lice clashed in at least two

other cities as well, and police -

arrested the former prime
minister's mother Nusrat, in
the eastern city of Lahore
while she was travelli
Islamabad to join the g
Ms Bhutto, an articulate
politician known for her abil-
ity to attract crowds, was ar-
rested as she proceeded with
her plans for a 18-kilometer
[lﬂ mile)] march from
walpindi to the capital,
. Public protests are

She deuundu the dismissal

of Sharil's conservative
Islamic government, charging

it is corrupl and repressive
and came to power through a
rigged election in October
1990, Independent observers
have said the elections were
fair,

Ms Bhutto was dismissed
from power in August 1990 for
alleged corruption, n;totilm
and abuse of power. ¢ has
never accepted her dismissal
or her party’s clectoral deleat
and has not put her drifting

un mune.

he has a solid
e,

ll

ahmr
Ms

Bhutto's lppul uﬂ mctud_
| strongly

at tlmu to her

:tlmln‘::n

rif chl.r‘ul that Ms
Bhutto was trying to incite re-
bellion against his government.
He ordered her arrest and
took unprecedented security
measures, the army

'muntlhrlhmmtarﬂlthey

intersections around Islama-
bad. -

Along the planned roule to
Islamabad were thousands of
government troops, who set up
barricades every 100 metres
(vards). Armoured vehicles
moved slowly, firing tear gas
canisters every 10 metres
(yards) to prevent people from
gathering.

At the Rawalpindi park
where Ms Bhutto's supporters
planned to start the march,

t police used tear gas and
batons to disperse about 500
rock-th students.

At Ms Bhutto's home in
Islamabad, hundreds of police
wearing flak jackets, helmets
and carrying huge shields
watched her calmly step
through the barrels and barbed
wire erected outside before
police the crowd.

"Pakistan cannot remain a
country under siege,” Ms
Bhutto said as she emerged
from her house.

"We have proved that this
government does not have the
people's mandate," she said.
Supporters shouted, "Long Live
Bhutto."

Police smashed the wind-
shield of Ms Bhutto's vehicle
before she sped to the park in
Rawalpindi. She was arrested
at the park.’

In Lahore, a government
stronghold, witnesses said
some 200 of Ms Bhutto's sup-
porters threw rocks at riot po-
lice, who fired back with tear
gas. Demonstrators set one po-
liceman on fire, critically
injuring him, they said.

Marchers also clashed with
security forces in the northern
city o
sup was hit by a tear gas
canister and critically injured.
Minor clashes were reported
in other major cities.

Ms Bhutto was dismissed
from power by President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan in August
1990, accused of corruption,
nepotism and abuse of .
He established one-judge tri-
bunals to try her administra-
tion for alleged corruption and
mis ment. If convicted
on count, Ms Bhutto could
be banned- from politics for
seven years.

She insists she has done
nothing wrong.

Frl:r‘n 19“?%. when her [a-
ther was overthrown in a coup
until she went into sell-im-
posed exile in England in

Peshawar, where one .

Benazir batoncharged

1984, Ms Bhutto was fre-
quently jailed or placed under
house arrest by President Gen
Mohammed Zia ul-Haq for her
demands for elections. Zia,
who ordered former Prime
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
hanged in 1979, died in a
plane crash in 1988.

Ms Bhutto returned to
Pakistan in April 1986 and in
August of that year was jailed
for a month for launching
street protests against Zia.

Nusrat Bhutio was leading a
big convoy from Lahore 270
kms (160 miles) away to join
the march, it said.

Police positioned in trucka
at Gu ranwnh town deflated
the wheels of her vehicle by
firing rifle shots and eventually
arrested her amid heavy tear-

it said.

Clashes were reported from
various parts of Pakistan dur-
ing the day as people tried to
converge on Islamabad but
were halted by police. The
capital itsell was :elhd ofl by
security forces.

Arrests continued late into
the night, according to wit-
nesses, but Choudhury Nisar
Al Bhutto's clnlm that
police had arrested up to
18,000 people, putting the
r of arrests across the

at around 1,600 by late
Wednesday.

Bhola-4 by-polls
Candidates barred
from spending
over Tk 3 lakh

The provision of severe
punishment for violating the
election expenditure control
and its limit for the candidates
of the Jatlya Sangsad election
as per relevant section of the
Public Re tative Order of
1972 will also be applicable to
the candidates, contesting the
coming Jatiya Sangsad by-
election in Bhola-4, reports
BSS.

According to an Election
Commission press release, the
contesting candidates have
been barred from spending
money for certain activitics out
of the

Taka three lakh or a part of it.

re of

|Nirmulbodytogo

rrefugec camps

ahead with its
programmes

The National Coordination
Council of Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee yesterday decided
o go ahead with all its action

m.hﬂ.ﬂlm
trywide dawn-to-d hartal
on December 8.

The Nirmul Committee
took the decision at a
held with fts Convener Jaha-
nara Imam in the chair. Among
others, Abdur Razzak, Hassan
Imam, Mohammad Afzal,
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya, Aminul Islam Badsha and

| Kamal Pasha were present.

When contacted, Jahanara
Imam told UNB last night that
the government side had not
made any request for deferring

| the proposed shutdown.

14 more held
from Rohingya

COX'S BAZAR, Nov 18:
Police today arrested 14 unruly
clements from Rohingya
refugee camps in Ukhia and
Teknal where security mea-
sures were as ten-
sion prevailing, reports UNB.

Law enforcin re-
sorted to lathi ge and fi-
nally opened fire in the air to
disperse the mob trying to
snatch
custody by police at Dumdumia
and Balukhali refugee camps.

Hunt for the listed miscre-

ants to create chaos in
the ca began Tuesday
when visiting Home Minister

Abdul Matin Chowdhury issued
orders to round them up. The
ring leader ol the miscreants
Nurul Islam Majhee was ar-
rested immediately.

Police sald 2 persons were
arrested from Dumdumia
refugee camp, 4 each from
Balukhali No 1 and No 2 camps
and 4 others from Gumdum

and Desua Palang camps.

Wrong policy
From Page 1 Col 7
pressure.”

Hasina was equally critical
of the government for its
dealing with Rohingya refugee
problem. "“They have brought
the Rohingya refugees for a

articular purpose, but it
mera " The refugee
camps are in a mess and the

reprdd o T

On controversial Golam
Azam issue, she said the con-
stitution provides his trial by a
special tribunal. "If the tribunal
finds him not guilty, he shall
be free. If found guilty, he will
face punishment.”

About Jamaat-e-Islami, the
Awami League leader said,

"fundamentalists today are !

pushing the country to vio-
lence and terrerism. Their
politics ol confrontation (with
arms) will push the country to
a civil war.”

Asked about the plight of
Muslims, including those in
Kashmir and Palestine, she
said, "] condemn oppressors
and call for an end to the
plight of the oppressed
Muslims.”

Expressing solidarity with
oppressed Muslims all over the
world, Hasina said they were
in favour of taking positive

| steps in ending their plight.”
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The Midnight File

today for a meeting with President George

hoped to get Bush's assessment of problems fac-
ing the new administration and answers to some budget
questions. Before leaving Arkansas, Clinlon went for his usual
cearly morning jog through streets near the governor's man-
sion. His private early alternocon meecting with Bush at
White House, Mhnmnhmatmhm.r was the

at which he

phmmmhﬂdh.-mupltm the site of a m——;
mosque, rejecting a proposal by Prime Minister P
council of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad 5 Hindu

Body on SAARC press coverage

A six-member sub-committee headed by Information
Secretary Al-Masud was formed yesterday for coor-
dinating press cove of seventh SAARC summit to

in the chair. The commitice was formed in connection with
the SAARC summit, reports BSS,

Khaleda: Anarchy

From Page 1 Col 7 Referring to the pro-

vate bahinis. grammes of mass Hteracy,
She said the people had not women education, su
yet forgotten the horrible ex- power to every nook

perience of the famine cre-
ated by them.
The Prime Minister also

made an attack on the previous
autocratic regime saying the

¢ history of the nine-year-lo tives of cltn:r:-z
autuc?lcy was the history l: The Prime Minister re-
looting, plundering of national ferred to the changes that took
wealth and corruption. in different countries of

of this country had always been Union and said those who
exploited the vested quar- Were now speaking of social-
ters both at home and abroad ism here were giving blufl to

The Prime Minister said the people. She m;f« coop-
the people's lot would be cration of the people of all

be turned into a country of
prosperity through hard work

had fought for its mother The Prime Minister said

tongue, independence and the anti-terrorism law was
democracy would also be able made to deal with the terror-
to remove and turn the ists, and those who would re-

sort to toll collection and dam-
aging the vehicles.

-~ Criticising those opposed
to anti-terrorism act, she said

hands of its le

can achieve this goal,
added.

The Prime Minister spoke
about the development pro-

grammes undertaken by her She also referred to the

government and said it would more stringent laws of differ-
resolve the problems of the e¢nt countries for with
pcople as they had voted BNP the criminals and trouble-
lo power. niakers.
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