, view ‘of
ustment process, and such

er comments would have endeared Lewis
a lot more to the nt. However,
scasoned prolessional preferred the less
and left us some very serious
ponder over. There are two ways of
at the just concluded three-day trip of
Bank chief. One way is to feel let down
inted at not getting the World Bank
ck our prestige projects or fret over
his lack of understanding about the difficulties we
ng the undertakings that we
0 the donors last April in Paris. The other,
far mare serious, of looking at his trip
o reflect over some of the hard facts that he
o the open his discussions with
. To that extent perhaps a pat on his
would not be out of place for preferring a
exchange over diplomatic niceties.
the specific question of the Bank's support
the Jamuna Mr. Preston exp the
view that it has acquired "a very symbolic impor-
tance to the country.” did choose to em-
phasize the "symbolic" aspect and not the eco-
nomic? Are we then to understand that the World
Bank is yet to be convinced about the economic
importance and the priority of the bridge as
the alternatives available to us to achieve
the same objectives? Knowing the Bank's fond-
ness for funding such massive projects as the
Jamuna bridge, its continued hesitancy to come
forward more forthrightly should perhaps force
our ownmn rs to do some reth ;
Obviously the World Bank does not consider
the decrease in our energy sector's systems loss
tlo be enough to agreg to release the US $ 300
million for modernis and rehabilitating the
exis{ing plants. Systems loss is a totally unaccept-
able waste of national resource and an unbearable
burden on the economy. We should not need the
World Bank to tell us that. Why can't we reduce
this haemorrhage? However, a case can be made
that withholding funding for renovation and mod-
ernisation is in effect hold back our efforts to
cut the systems loss. Therelore the World Bank
should withdraw its freeze on this credit and re-
lease the fund. We think that a commitment b
Mr. Preston to this effect should have come abou{
About macro-economic reforms, he was right in
w g us that it is a continuous process. It has
been felt by this newspaper that we have not
gone far enough and fast enough compared to
other countries who have undertaken similar re-
forms. namely Pakistan and India.
- Mr. Preston's comment about the aid environ-
ment getting tougher and more and more aid
claimants crnwdmi the field, should push us to
do some soul searching about our implementation
rate. A total of 6.8 billion US dollars undisbursed
fund makes for a very weak case, when it comes
to pleading for continued aid commitment b
the doners. It the mind to think that wi
so much to be in the country, and with so
much credit available, we choose to live in a co-
coon of bureaucratic maze and cry foul when
people refuse to continue to give us aid for devel-
opment. In a recent interview to this paper the
ADB's Resident Representative expressed the
same fear of reduced donor commitment if the
back-log of projects, and the slow process of im-
plementation is not changed.
So what we had from the World Bank's
President is a series of warning instead of a set of
raises, as the government might have hoped
or. To overcome the development morass, and
solve mar?lr of the problems highlighted by Mr.
Preston, this newspaper had pleaded for a na-
tional consensus on numerous occasions. We re-
peat it now. The consensus should not only be at
the political Tevel but also among the parties di-
rcctlgrolmkcd with the productive sector, namely
labour, entrepreneurs, professionals, and man-
agers. The question of.a national consensus for
development becomes all the more urgent with
signs of labour militancy on the rise and de-
mands for reversing the macro-economic reforms
finding echoes in important political quarters.

Bus Commandeering
by Students.

Like goodness, something cuts across part
differences and rivalries, personal enmities ang
whatever sets man against man. This all tran-
scending mighty thing is badness. Currently in
Bangladesh badness is finding a new expression
in bullying or, more communicatively, mastani.

In a land notorious for 'chandabazi' or extor
tion through sheer musclepower, students have
proved their mettle in schools, colleges and uni-
versities as hardly less dangerous and irresponsi-
ble bullies. There was one sa ce however —
they were all infighters and h ever made so-
ciety at large their hostage.

In a serious departure from that 1500 students
of all colours, forgetting the thousand con-
tentions dividing them, rose on Tuesday, against
the Dhaka University itself. Giving a damn to
the Vice-chancellor's ardent entreaties, they
commandeered all twelve university buses to
take them to the Mymensingh stadium to wit-
ness the Sher-e- a Cup linal between their
university and Khulna DSA. Rules do not permit
taking University buses outside Dhaka city. The
VC repeatedly offered the students to hire as
many buses Irom outside as was required and in
fact three had already been collected. The recal-
citrant students committed a series of unfortu-
nate offences in all the buses out of route
and out of Dhaka. The worst of these was their
total disregard for the inconvenience this cre-
ated for the thousands of their fellow students
who use the service of these buses for coming to
clas‘n_lea from over great distances.

top of being a very eminently punishable
offence, this was a most foolish thing to do. The
soccer-mad ones be knew from before where and
when to travel to witness the final. They could
sort out the transportation logistics with the uni-
versity top brass in their own good time. That
to make a mess of the whole thing
to what depths of id a pervasive
nunsrhm of mastani can push the decidedly
enlightened section of our society. The subse-
nt at nsingh did not help lessen
seriousness of the offence. This must not be
allowed to be made a fashion of.
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AUNCHED by the Untied
States and the former
Soviet Union, the un-
precedented negotiations
mark the first time in the 44-
of the Arab-lsracli
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ts of the one-on-one
in Washington's

grand Hyatt Hotel:
Feldman: We are now mark-

your view, how has the re-

gional landscape changed in
the past 12 months?
Clinten: The most notice-

able is the election in
Israel of Prime Minister
(Yitzhak) Rabin, who has

wasted no time in breathing
new life into the negotiations.
has reaffirmed
recognitiorr of those United
Nations resolution that are the
foundations of the peace pro-
:f:iwh“ug ap-

them to negotiations
with Syria.

The Rabin government has
also curbed settlements and
taken other measures to build
confidence in relations with
the Palestinians and other
Arab parties. Now | think it's
time for the Arabs to make
more moves toward |srael.

in 1977 when he journeyed lo
Jerusalem 7

A: Or something clse that
would have that kind of dra-
matic effect. For example, at
least one of the Arab countries
should break the ice and end
the boycott against Israel. That
would be the best thing they
could do. If several Arab coun-
tries decide 10 do that, in re-
sponse to some of the moves
Israel has made, then | think

{ we'd be well on our way to ne-

gotiating agreement consistent
with United Nations
Resolution 242 and the Camp
David Accords.

©: Do you foresee, another
Camp David Conference?

A: That's possible, at some
point, Right now, it would be

. premature. But | think the

framework  agreed upon at
Camp Ddjid, in many ways, is
shaping is now being dis-
cussed. It's still a pretty good
framework.

Q: As president,
American policies in
Mideast will you change?

A: | will act more rously
to stop the spread of danger-
ous missiles in the Mideast,
and insist on a strong interna-
tional effort to keep ns
of mass destruction out u, the
hands of nations like Iran,
iraq, Syria, and Libya. Our pol-

must include not only an
eflort to reduce this spread,
but a reaffirmation of our
commitment to

what
the

role should the
now play in the

A : Our role is to serve as an
honest broker and, at times as

I
i

| a catalyst. The Bush adminis-

tion deserves credit for
bringing Israclis and Arabs to
the negotiating table. But I
can't think of away that the US
its own will,

5

Israel,

Sir, Bangladesh Prime
Minister's presentation n
her return home I'rumulpt:ly
sounded lik¢ a conqueror of
the Roman Empire. Like her
recent visit to the White House
on an invitation worth two mil-
lion dollars as fees of a US, lob-

byist, this special trip to the

- normal”™ weight and

It is now one year since the
of President Bush's major
succeeds George Bush in the Oval Office,

ﬁcMhm

peace process 7
A : As president, | will give
a continuing priority to
that process is

mﬂ:_dmm-t
is made toward a peace that
secures lsrael and meets the
legitimate requirements of the
Arabs.

No side should be expected
to make unflateral concessions.
The Palestintans t to have

hand .
the right
termine Israecl's future.

need give this pro-
cess a chance to work. We have
to nourish it and maintain its

&

ground rules.

A: As | just said, | believe
the US role in the talks is
primarily to serve as an honest
broker. | don't think the US
should pressure one side or
the other to make unilateral
concessions, because it is up to
Israel, Syria, the other Arab
nations and the Palestinians to
make dasting peace with one
dnother.

Q: In your view, how does
Lebanon [it into the new
Mideast equation ?

A: Lebanon is a complicated
problem because different fac-
tions within Lebanon are influ-
enced by ether Mideast gov-
ernments that obviously have
used Lebanon as a
ground for their ideas and pol-
itics. While some progress has
occurred, | believe that the
problems in Lebanon will only
be solved as part of a total
Mideast peace settlement. |
also believe, however, that we
can and must work with others
to build a free and more
democratic Lebanon.

@: Upon reflection, what do
you think is the real key to
peace in the Mideast ?

A: | am convinced that the
key for a lasting peace is to
create the conditions in which
all parties believe it is in their
interest to make peace con-
ditions under which can
trust each other enough to
make agreements, and to have
some assurance that the
agreements will be kept.

1 think that peace between
Arabs and Israelis should be
more solid than a hostile truce.
Genuine peace can only be
-achieved on the foundation of

trust former enemies.
Lasting has to include an
end to the illegal Arab boycott

of Isreal, the establishment of
normal economic and trade re-
lations between Israel and its

urs and the creation of
multilateral agreements to
protect the area's environment
and ensure that every nation

has an adequate supply of wa-
ter.

Viving bonve half of the
su ones £ malnutri-
tioned which vividly projected
the country's food value.

Her disclosure. of food se-
curity reserve within SAARC
framework stocked optimism
in the FAO as a positive step
toward confronting food crisis
in South Asia; but, still, popu-
lar, not merely “political”, will
is needed more "to banish
hunger and poverty".

Caesar’s land was also "fruitful” . ur Rahwnan

with strengthened relations
between these two “"ancient
civilizations®.

the courtesy meeting with
Pope John Paul [l in the
Vatican City was definitely a
from diplo-
matic extravaganza and reli-
glous overtone.

Her "emotional” attendance

in the FAO conference on the

occasion of World Food Day
linking that to her husband's
representation over a decade
ago must have drawn deep
sympathy of the world, as did

deohi babies born “ees than

Zla School Road, Mymensingh.

Beautifying Dhaka?
8ir, A few months back, the
pavements of the VIP (or Old
Airport) Road, though in good
condition, were broken to re-
make with red-brick lining.
Now again the same are under

demoljshing, possibly to beau-
tify further in connection with

the forthcoming SAARC sum-
mit. Does it make sense? Do
we want to hide the fact that
we are the rest nation In

the world? What impression
are we trying to convey to the

battle-

the problem, but | believe it
':::nﬂ:::l hhtp
to an ongoing
;:Iln.ue. And the United
ates must play a supportive
role. So | think we're now pur-
suing the best strategy with
the current negotiations. They
are the best chance for peace
in a decade.

@: Do you support the cre-
ation of an  independent
Palestinian state?

A: No, | oppose that. But the
precise political arrangements
under which Palestinian rights
should be exercised is an issue
on which the US should not
lake a position during the ne-
gotiations.

©: What should be done that
hasn't yet been done by the
United States to end the Arab
boycott ?

A: The Arab boycott is eco-
nomic warfare and the US
:lt'l.?uld wrmlk: it clear that we

no turn a blind

to this practice. That's -h;r“;
support Senator Al Gore's ini-
tiative to prohibit Defense
Department contracts with
companies which te
in the Arab lmp:nmwpl t
against Isrcal. Beyond that, |
am determined to do every-
thing | can to see that the Arab
staies end this boycott.

@: Do Israeli settlemenis in
the West Bank and Gaza still
present an obstacle to peace 7

A: Yes, they do. But so does
the Arab boycott, the wid-
cspread Arab non-recognition
of Israel and Arab military
build-ups. The Rabin govern-
ment has reversed course on
Isracl's settlement policy, and
this issue should now be left to
the parties themselves to ne-
gotiate .

@ Did you support the Gulf
War?

A: Yes, | did. But as Senator
Gore  articulated in a recent
speech, the Gulf War should
not have been necessary. The
Bush administration
Saddam Hussein too long when
it shared intelligence with
him, awarded him credits, and
opposed sanctions inst
him— right up to the eve of his
invasion of Kuwait. :

A Clinton administration
will not forge such strategic
relationships with dangeruus
despotic regimes. The Bush
administration still has not
learned from that appease-
ment of Saddam and continues
to ignore the link between

democracy and stability.

Q@: How do you view
President Bush's policy toward
Irag?

A: | don't agree with his
policy toward fraq before and
after the Gulf War. For in-
stance, he made a basic mis-
take in being so [riendly to-
ward Saddam, extending agri-
cultural credits that will never
be paid, providing technology
which Saddam used in his
weapons program, and sending
signals that must have given
Saddam the impression that
he had a good chance to be
able to invade Kuwait and get
away with it because of the way
we coddled him. That was the
mistake. Then as soon as the
war was over, out of fear that
lrag would break up, we
watched Saddam attack, the
Kurds in the north and the
Shi‘ites in the south, until fi-
nally the international press
and our allies forced us to par-
tially get back in and try to

it.

For the first year after the
war, we were not nearly as in-
sistent as we are now that the
terms of the ceasefire resolu-
tion be observed.

Q: Do you believe that the
cease-fire resolution is now be-

' ing enforced?

A: Saddam Hussein contin-
ues to violate the terms of the
agreement and UN resolution.
The Kurdish areas in the north
are still suffering from an em-
bargo. Saddam refuses to ac-
cept the demarcation by the
UN of Iraq's border with

VVIPs by putting up a rich [a-
cade in a few streets when
poverty exists everywhere

else?

All we need for staging the

summit is a thoro clean-up
and providing public toilet fa-
cilities for as many ple as

that are

Eul‘hh with the fu

paths. Domestic prior-

~ ities must not be neglected for

fancy ideals. The last
learned their lesson.

A taxpayer
Green Road, Dhaka.

relhnt_

Diabetic Center

Sir, Ibrahim Diabetic
Centre, Dhaka, is doi a
commendable job in prwll‘!tng
free outdoor treatment to
more than a lakh of diabetic
patients. From a modest be-
ginning it has grown into a big
organization at the inftiative
and imagination of late Dr

Ibrahim and, of course with
considerable government pa-

weapons,
Israeli strike on the Bagdad
reactor in 1980 was justified?
me put it this
that time, if lsrael not
conducted a surgical strike on
lraq's nuclear reactor, our
forces might well have con-
fronted a Saddam with nu-
clear weapons ten years later—
in 1991. Now, what we need to
do is make every effort to en-
sure that countries like Iraq
and Iran are denied the means
to produce nuclear

= Faud
Arabia play in terms of US na
tional security policy in the
Gulf region?

A: 1 recently met with

Prince Bandar (Saudif Arabia's
ambassador to Washington)
and we had a warm conversa-
tion in which we explored
ideas that, hopefully, would
reduce the tensions in the Gulf
area, and that would continue
to enable the US and Saudi
Arabia to work in partnership
toward a greater Mideast
peace.
The US has historically
supported Saudi Arabia be-
cause it has acted as a balance
of power in the Pefsian Gulf
The US has a continuing vital
interest in Saudi Arabia. A
Clinton administration will
pursue the promotion of hu-
man rights there, and in other
countries in the Middle East.

@: As president, how will
you approach US-Iranian rela-
tions?

A: | will continue to do what
I have alre advocated - and
that is to a position with
Iran which would allow the US
to resume normal relations at
such a time as the lranian gov-

crament decides it is ready to

halt its st ltical
rhetoric m joins
with the US and Iran’'s neigh-
bours toward establishing
peace and goodwill.

©: How will you deal more
effectipely with international
terrorism?

A: In our diplomacy, the US
must not ignore any country's
human rights or its support for
lerrorism. We also need strong
special operations forces in
our military to deal with ter-
rorist threats, and we need
better intelligence. Our intelli-
gence agencies should be
shifted from military bean-
counting to a more sophisti-
cated understanding of politi-
cal, economic, and cultural
conditions. '

In addition, we need to
work with our allies to en-
hance intelligence and anti-
terrorism cooperation.

@: Do you concur with the
Bush administration’'s ap-
proach to strategic coopera-
tion with Israel ?

A: | concur that we need a
strong strategic relationship
and | support the recent White
House statement about US
readiness to strengthen it.
Unfortunately, however, exces-
sive arms sales to certain Arab
states have weakened Israel's
overall security. Such sales
force Israel to divert more re-
sources to its defensive riceds,

@: Do you concur with the
agreement on the "set aside”
amount which ,Israel must pay
to obtain the loan guarantees?

A: | opposed the Bush ad-
ministration’'s putting condi-
tions on loan guarantees to
Israel, especially while it

= r e i o e =

nage. But of late the centre

tro
has become overcrowded and
doctors and other attending
stall cannot pay proper atten-
tion to the outdoor patients

due to rush. Hepce it is
suggested that, to reduce rush
in the outdoor department and
for better treatment, two more
outdoor centres, one in either
Mirpur or Mohammad and
the other in old D area
should be set up. This will be a
much better investment from
social angle than lﬂﬁ up
publicity prone new ical

At the moment, outdoor
ts are getting completely
treatment. A nominal fee
of Tk. twenty five may be
charged from every outdoor
patient on each visit. The
amount will not be burden-
some on the patients but will
enhance the revenue of the di-
abetic centre substantially and
help them to improve quality
of service.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhdka Cantt

i

is 1t real .
Moving our embassy there
while negotiations are in

A: We do need a more ag-
gressive effort among the ma-
jor arms sellers of the world to
try to reduce arms sales in
volatile ltke the
Mideast.

Sine the Gulf War, the

Mideast has been an arms °

merchant’s bonanza. na-
tions realize that if they don't
scll the weapons, others will.
And when our steady allies ask
for such weapons systems,
they have a legitimate need to
replenish their armed ser-
vices. But we ought to ensure
that such sales are not destabi-
lizing. | will make every effort
to limil the sale of arms and of
dualuse technologies to unsia
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to Maintain the Momentum

by Trude B. Feldman

opening session in Madrid of the Middle East péace talks, one
foreign policy achievements. Bill Clinton says that when he
he will work to make sure that the momentum of

policy give priority to eco-
nomie or o and miltl-
tary concerns?

o oy -
will be one and the same. Our
economy must be revived. We
mdumﬂnmm
strength in order to play a
nificant role in the new

Kidney Disease and

Treatment
Badrul Alam

HANKS to The Daily

Star for highlighting

the cause of the poer
victims of kidney diseases
specially those suffering from
Acute Renal Faiflure, in its 7th
November issue. Prof Muazzem
Hussain has asked for creating
public awareness about the fa-
tality of this disease through
TV and other mass media. He
emphasizes the need for train-
ing the doctors and the health
workers (on the subject of
managing the patients in im-
parting the treatment); and
also pointed out that adminis-
tration - of wrong medicines
precipitates .
The only treatment for
acute renal failure that is now
available is the peritoneal dial-
ysis that is available in the PG
Hospital and the Shishu
Hospital.» As the government
has not yet taken the respon-
sibility of the Dialysis Unit of
PG Hospital, as reported, the
plea to open more units at

district and thana levels seems -

to be an untenable proposition.
Prof Hussain singles out
‘ignorance’ as the number one
cause for the spread of this {a-
tal disease but cannot find out
the real cause for the occur-
rence of the disease, Unless
we are sure what the cause of
the disease is, how it does
spread and how it can be pre-
vented, what do we propose to
publicize to create awareness
about the disease? Will that not
create a sort of panic among
the public? :
On 9th November The Daily
Star published a photo of a
peritoneal dialysis fluid bag
made by the Institute of Public
Health, Mohakhali, without a
batch number but with dirty
fluid inside. This indicates the
unscrupulousness of the peo-
ple who are connected with
the manufacture of the prod-
uct, who sneaked out the re-
jected samples. for the con-

sumption of the panicky pa-

any
good profit-yielding business.
By an editorial on 10th
November The Star made
a clarion call to s re-
sources to [ight out this
scourge on an e basis
and pointed out that s in
this regard "are crimes that
deserves no amnesty whatso-
ever”. To t out need to
have indepth study of the

| whole situation for a strategy

and have a thorough training of
the fighting soldiers.
Prof Hussain asks for train-
ing of medical and ical
le for kid disease. We
such cries tmhlm1fnr
heart disease, lung and liver
discase. Now we should go for
a thorough training for the ba-
sic doctor. | wish ln-dd:
the problem in a comprehen-
sive way. May | advise that the
basic medical education for
medical tes and health
pcnann:f:d‘hr.:ﬂhtputunn
sound base and the Health
Service Delivery System should

be up on hom
so that the moral of 3.:
personnel remain unstooped,

uncorrupted, undaunted in the
face of any odds? A doctor

must learn lo prescribe for the Homeopathy specialist

good of the patient, not to
cause a drug disecase. Such
wrong prescrib as hinted

Prol Hussain, costs the life

a child and the lose
their (may be the only) valuable
progeny, urges the citizens of |
the country, as reported in the
paper, lo cross border of
the ecountry. Medi raining
should be to raise the of
life’ to fight out the 'disease-
enemy’. No indiscipline should
be encouraged to creep in this
sort of

Health to all is our national
as well as an International
commitment. So all avenues to
fulfil the commitment should
be tapped. When you do not
have the tion at the
PG Hospital in the heart of the
city, please look out at the out-
skirts of the city and you will
see a hospital at Mirpur where
all the logistic are available
minus political will of the au-
thority-that-be to start fune-
tioning and that.is Sarkari
Homeopathic Hospital. The
unfortunate kidney patients
who cannot be accommodated
in the towers of modern
medicine may safely try their
luck at this treatment centre.
This homeopathic method of
treatment has been treating
cases like the fatal kidney dis-
ease since long. But this aspect
of treatment has no news
value, apparently, and there is |
no system to monitor such

- happenings by some study

circle.

Homeopathic system of
mcdicine treats by natural
processes and advocates for
rapid, gentle, clean and con-
venient way of treatment, and
also it suits the pocket of the
poor man. Homeopathy looks
not for the or of kidney,
lung or liver or only, but
it look for the organism
as a whole and tries to bring
out the that is grossly
disturbed — it is a holistic ap-
mh_ o

When the kidney victims

‘are doomed to death and they

have no place to go they may
try their luck for a new lease of

life under the homeopathic
treatment (by and
ualified doctors, ol course)

are available not very far
from their doorsteps and well
within the eountry. (Bangla-
desh Homeopathic Board
keeps are #ntm of the
homeopaths should be able
to supply their addresses when
asked for. Born In

e records of its achieve-
ments ignored by those
elite who do not care for any
principle to follow in the
practice of medicine. Let us

treatment.

(Prof (Dr) Badrul Alam s




