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Preston leaves
for London

World Bank President Lewis
T Preston left Dhaka for
London yesterday evening
ending his three-day official
visit to Bangladesh. Finance
Minister M Sailur Rahman and
. Mrs Rahman saw off the Bank
Chief and Mrs Preston at Zia
international Airport. World
Bank Vice-President Joshep
Wood and Bank President's
Assislant Gisa Mohadjer also
left along with their Chief, re-

ports BSS.

Restaurant owners
meet Hasina

l.eaders of DBangladesh
Restaurant Owners Association
ycsterday met with opposition
icader Sheikh Hasina and ap-
prised her of their gricvances
against VAT and turn-over tax.

The Awami League
President and Leader of the
Opposition in parllament cx-
tended her support to the just
demands of the restaurant
owners, reports UND.

Radio programme
on Titumeer

Radio Bangladesh Dhaka in
observance of the death an-
niversary of "Titumeer” will di-

broadcast an audience
participated programme lo-
morrow at 4 pm from Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar National Broad-
casting House auditorium. On
this occasion a drama "Bascr
Kella™ will be broadcast. All the
regional stations  will
simultancously rclay the pro-
gramme, reports 3SS.

Food employees
call off strike

The Central Action Commi-
tice of the Food Department
officials and employees sus-
pended their proposed pro-
gramme of abstention from
work. The decision for
suspension of the gramime
was taken [following a

discussion of the
members of the committee
with Food Ershadul
Hoq held at the office of the
Food Directorate in Dhaka yes-

terday, reports BSS.
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Preston at the press con-
ference.

The visiting World Bank
(WB) President Lewis T
Preston Tuesday declined any
specific commitments on fi-
nancing the Jamuna Bridge
project and on resuming cred-
its to the encrgy sector.

Addressing a crowded

press
conference prior to his depar-

turc at the end of a three-day
visit, Preston expressed his
guarded salisfaction at tLhe
progress of the economic re-
form programme, family plan-
ning initiatives, success of the
agricultural sector and the
overall economic performance
of the country

However, he expressed
concern over the slow ss
of privatisation and the dcbtor

By Staff Correspondent

problems in the financial sec-
lor. He also cautioned that un-
less the implementation rate
improved it would be difficult
to recommend increased fi-
nancial aid as the resources of
the donors were being
stretched with new countrics
sceking aid.

"All in all, from our per-
spective, it was a very very
useful visit....in trying to under-
stand a large, diverse and
complex country,” the WB
chicl said. "] am very apprecia-
tive for the invitation.”

On his mectings with vari-
ous rnment and non-gov-
ernment officials and other
prominent pecople during his
visil, he said: "1 met with virtu-

—Star photo |

Visiting World Bank President Lewis T Preston called on
Zia at her residence yesterday.

Energy sector credit

Visiting World Bank
President Lewis T Preston
yeslerday lauded the macro-
economic management of the
present democratic govern-
mentand said the Bank would
positively consider the with-
drawal of suspension from the
300 million.dollars cnergy sec-
tor credit, reports BSS.

The credit was suspended
by the bank when it had im-
posed a sct of conditionalities
during the previous govern-
ment.

Recognising the difficultics
and multiplicities of the condi-
tionalitics and co-financiers [or

. WB will consider
lifting suspension

smooth implementation ol the
adjustment programme and
projects, Preston said the
countiry's performance was
very fine in terms of the key
indicators of the adjustment
programme.’

The Bank chiel was dis-
cussing various issues and cx-
changing views with Finance
Minister M  Saifur Rahman,
Agriculture and Irrigation
Minister M Majid-ul-Hugq,
Commerce Minister M K
Anwar, Energy Minister Dr
Khondaker Mosharrafl Hossain
and Jute Minister Hannan

See Page 12 Col 3
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

— PID photo

Economists, NGOs
for transparency
in WB conditions

Some lcading ::unnnusts
and NGO representatives
Tuesday called for trans-
parency in the World Bank's
conditionalities with regard to
Bangladesh's economy permit-
ting their discussions in par-
liament, reports UNB. |

Their plea was put forward
during a meeting with World
Bank President Lewis Preston
at the bank's resident mission
hcre.

The academics and NGOs
advocated that parliament
should be in a position to dis-
cuss the conditions
with the bank's credit pro-
grammes to avoid any misgiv-
ing or controversies.

During the meeting, they
exchanged views on the overall

Sec Page 12 Col 2

ally every segment of
including intellectuals who

not approve of the WB .. little
humility would do us no harm.”

Replying (o a gquestion,
Preston ac thal the
Jamuna Multi-purpese Bridge
Complex project "has devel-
oped a very symbolic impor-
lance to the country.”

However, he quickly added,
“It's not a simple project and a
number of environmental is-
sucs, inchadi rescttlement,
that have to be ressed.”

Noting that the project was
silll al a 'very carly slage’ as
the international bids for it
have only been called recently,

Sor Page 12 Col |

Khaleda, Preston
talk 1ssues of
mutual interest

The visiting World Bank
President, Lewis T Preston,
called on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her resi-
dence here yesterday after-
noon, reporis BSS,

Welcoming the World Bank
President, Begum Zia pleaded
for withdrawal of suspension of
World Bank's assistance [rom
the power sector. She ap-
prised Preston of the recent
government decisions for
transfer of power lines from
the Power Development Board
(PDB) to the Rural
Electrification Board (REB).

The Prime Minister in-
formed him that disciplinary
actions were being taken
against corrupt practices in
the scector. She said re-

Ill.l.]tI of the decisions were en-

Shc ;hu said her govern-

- mcnd firm in rt:ducing
ol o *ﬂ':?lﬂ
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need lor expansion of power
generation and dihlrihulinn for
expediting the country's de-
velopment process in different
sectors including industrics,
health, population control, fe-
male education and rural de-
velopment. She hoped that the
development strides would be
faster in a couple of years.

She apprised him the
favourable response from pri-
vate and foreign investors in
large numbers lollowing liberal
trade and industrial policy de-
clared by her government.

She also informed him
measures taken for improve-
ment of law and order situa-
tion and efficiency in public
administration. She requested

See Page 12 Col 6
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The finest Ice cream from lraly-

1ssues Nov 21

By Nurul Kabir

The government, in a bid to
avert 48-hour workers strike
scheduled for 29 and 30 this
month, has decided to talk
with the leaders of the Sramik
Karmachar{ Oikya Parishad
(SKOP) on November 21. ofli-
cial sources said.

The SKOP announced the
strike on October 24 to press
its five-point charter of de
mands.

The demands include halt
to denationalisation of public
scctor businesses and indus-
tries, fixation of a mintmum
national wage for both private
and public sector workers at
Taka 14 hundred and repeal of
certain clauses of the labour
laws that go against the inter-

ests of the workers and em-

ployees.

Incidentally, the SKOP has
been struggling for the de-
mands since beginning of the

The pvrmntnt signed a
memorandum of understand
ing (MOU) with the SKOP last
December.

According to the MOU, the
government was under obliga
tion to work out a solution to
the SKOFP's five-point charter,
that practically includes a total
of 78 demands, within January
15, 1992.

The chambers of commerce
and industries of the country,
however, sharply reacted to
signing of the MOU and
termed the accord illegal.

See Page 12 Col 6

BDR repulses 2 BSF
bids to push in 140 |

LALMONIRHAT, Nov
BDR repulsed two BSF ath:m—
pts of pushing into Bangladesh
140 Bengali-speaking Indian
Muslims through the border in
Hatibandha thana in the last
two days.

The Bangladesh Rifles pu
shed back 60 Indians Monday
night aflter they were pushed
in by the Indian Border Se-
curity Force in three groups
through Daikhawa border.
They also pushed back another

80 knocked in through
Daikhawa and Singamari bor-
der passes.

Mcanwhile, an Indian jour-

nalist who dh:lnt want to be

named told UNB that BSF ac-
tion on a procession_ brought
oul by Muslims residing at two
frontier villages in Coochbthar
district of India in protest
against the killing of a Muslim
pregnant woman by the Indian
border guards left 30 people
injured.

Rubina Begum, 28, wife of
Minaj Rahim, brought from
Delhi into a camp, died after
she was allegedly assaulted by
some BSF members :

The Indian journalist said
several hundred Muslims of
Nayahat and Marichapara vil-
lages brought out the proces-

See Page 12 Col 8

' Preston non-committal over | SKOP, Govt talk |
funding Jamuna Bridge
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Alleged ring leader of

Rohingya violence held

COX'S BAZAR, Nov 17: A
Rohingya ‘terrorist’, wanted
against an award of Tk 10,000
lor allegedly masterminding
violcnce in the refugee camps,
was nabbed today from a vil-
lage, reports UNB.

Police arrested Nurul H
Majhi (37) along with one of
his henchmen, Miah Hossain
(40), at village Taipalong, 5
kilometre from Ukhia thana
hcadquarters.

A cul-gun along with eight
rounds of ammunition was also
scized from the possession of
Majhi, charged with obstruect-
ing the repatriation of
Burmese refugees and threat-
cning concerned government
oflicials, police said.

Majhi was hiding [rom a

witchhunt since the November
7 bloody clashes in Dechuapa-
long-2 camp which leflt 8 dead
and 50 injured. :

The Rohingya Refugee Re-
patriation Action Committee
[RRRAC) declared Tk 10,000
al slake for arrest of Majhi who
allcgedly led a terrorist group
lo resist the repatriation and
asked the Rohingyas to kill a
magistrale and a local UP
mcmber,

[3SS adds: Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury said
here today thal the ongoing
rcpatriation process of the
Rohingya refugees would be
completed within the nhurtf:sl
possible time.

Presiding over a high level

See Page 12 Col B

Work stoppage, procession in AJM

Rehan arrested,

sent to jail

From Qur Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 17: In
a pre-dawn raid on his Dhaka
residence today Siddhirgan|
police arrested Rehanuddin
Rehan, president of the
Collective ‘Bargaining Agent
[CBBA) of the Adamjee Jute
Mills workers.

Immediately aflter the ar-
rest, the police sent the AL-
backed Adamjee labour leader
to the Dhaka Central Jail.

The charges, all made be-
fore Iﬁ. include a murder.
The o charges are related
lo violence.

When The Daily Star asked
the OC of the Siddhirgan]
thana why the CBA leader had
nol been arrested in the last

lwo years, the OC replied that
he had been absconding.

Mcanwhile, the workers of
the Adamjce Jute Mills upon
recciving the news of Rehan's
arrest, stopped their work for
two hours from 8:30 am.

The workers also brought
oul prolest procession in the
premises of the mills and de-
mandcd his relcase.

The CBA cnlorced one-hour
work .-.tn]ppng: and held a
prolest rally in front of Rehan's
local residence at Saw Mill
Para at 5:00 pm. The rally,
presided over by CBA Vice
President Abdur Rashid, was
addressed, among others, by

See Page 12 Col 8

Hasina demands
release of

Rehan

Sheikh Hasina has de-
manded unconditional release
of Rehanuddin Rehan, the CI3A
President of Adamjee Jute
Mills, who was arrested from
Maghbazar area of the city
yesterday morning, reports
UNB.

Rehan, also the Vice-Pre-
sident of Jatiya Sramik Leaguc,
was arrested from Maghbazar
arca yesterday morning.

In a statement-Awami Lea-
gue President and Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
condemned and protested the
arrest ol Rehan, also the Vice-
President of Jatiya Sramik
League.

"The ruling party is involved
in a deep-rooted conspiracy to
obstruct the onward march of
Awami League and the Sramik
League,” Hasina said. "As part
of this conspiracy, the gov-
ernment has resorted to re-
pression on soldiers of

Bangabandhu across the coun-
try.”

VC's office gheraoed, damaged

Students take over DU
bus to see soccer tie

By DU Correspondent

Scveral hundred students of,
the Dhaka University ghe-
raocd, partially damaged the
Viee Chancellor's office and
forcibly took control of
university buses Lo witness the
Sher-e-Bangla Cup soccer final
at Mymensingh yesterday
[T

The fnal match of the
Sher-e-Bangla Cup between
Dhaka University and Khulna
DSA was held at the Mymen-
singh stadium at 2 pm

yesierday.

The agitated student star-
led for Mymensingh at about
11-30 am disregarding the
exisling university rule that
prohibits the taking of
university buses outside Dhaka,
campus sources said.

The students also disobeyed
the Viee Chancellor's request
lo use private buses to go to
Mymensingh, witnesses said.

Sources said that the stu-

See Page 12 Col 7

'December § hartal
may be deferred

s 1
if govt asks

Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Ceo-
mmittee may think about de-
ferring its planned December
8 hartal if the government
requests so,

The indication came from
the committee chief, Jahanara
Imam, while talking to UND
last night. ,

"We'll definitely think of it,
if the governmenl requesis us
the date of hartal in
view of the coming SAARC
summit,” Mrs Imam said.

To a question, she said the
government side had not yet
made any contact with her on
this question.

Pﬂra military sﬂldmrs g‘uard on tnp uf' a truck in front of Parliament Building in Islnmahnd
yesterday. Security has been beefed up to avoid possible violence during today's lmgp:;mh _
S photo

Pak govt activities paralysed|

ahead of today's long-march

ISLAMABAD, Nov 17: An
opposition lhreat to stage a
mass protest march on
Pakistan's parliament has para-
lysed the normal business. of
government, analysts said
today, reports Reuter.

Just days alter celebrating
his second anniversary in
power, Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil was facing the deepest
political crisfs of his govern-
ment, diplomats said.

Stalwarts still loyal to
Sharifs crumbling coalition
have launched a barrage of in-

vective against opposition
leader Benazir Bhutto and her
vow to lead a huge long march
on parliament to topple a gov-
ernment which she says won
power only after massive rig-
ging of 1990 eclections.

They are losing their cool,
one western diplomat said.

‘Government leaders rang-
ing from the usually reclusive
Prime Minister to the almost
powerless Prime Minister of
disputed Azad (Free) Kashmir
conve news conferences
to chorus their anger. :

'f the long march is not a
scrious threat then why do
they seem to be panicking?
said one Pakistani political
analyst. Why don't they just get
on with governing the
country?

This is not a long march but
a wrong march, Interior
Minister Shujat Hussain told
the senate on

The former Prime Minis-
ter's o tion Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) has tried to
smuggle firearms to Lahore

Sec Page 12 Col 7
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Tributes to

Maulana
Bhashani

By Staff Correspondent

The nation yesterday paid
tributes to the legendary
leader Maulana Adbul Hamid
Khan Bhashani on his 16th
death anniversary.

Different organisations held
discussions on the leader who
had devoted his life for demo-
cratic and the emanci-
pation ol the common penpie.

The nation also recalled the
contribution of the revolution-
ary leader in the Liberation
War, -

Leaders and workers of dif-
ferent socio-political organisa-
tions visited the mazar of the
late leader at Santosh in

Sce. Page 12 Col 4

PM urges IFRCS
chief to release
held up funds

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia urged Dr
Mario Villarroel Lander, chief
of the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Socictics to release the fund
held up by the IFRCS on ac-
count of unspent balance of
1988 flood and 1991 cyclone
relief operation, reports BSS.

mtnt when he called on

1hL Prime Minister at her of-
fice in Dhaka yesterday.

The Prime Ministér told
Lander that if the is re-
leased, Dhaka could spend it
for construction of cyclone
shelters and also for buffer re-
lief stock to meet any emer-
gency.

During the meeting Begum
Zia appreciated the role of the
IFRCS in organising and coor-
dinating the international as-
sistance following all major
disasters in Bangladesh. She
made special mention of in-
ternational support following
the floods of 1987 and 1988
and the cyclones of 1985 and
1991].

See Page 12 Col 6

4 get 6-yr RI
each for
mugging

An anti-terrorism tribunal
yesterday sentenced four
youngsters to six years rigor-
ous imprisonment each for
mugging in the city street, re-
ports UNB.

This is the second convic-
tion under the new law en-
acted by parliament on
November 1.

Tribunal judge Nasiruddin
Ahmed found guilty of the
charge and convicted Siraj,
Abu Bakar, Darbesh and
Mohammad Khan.

Charge against them said on
September 21 they got hold of
Lance Naik Nurul Islam in
ront of Science Laboratory at
about 5:15 pm and-snatched
away his wrist watch and tried
to take away money from his
pocket. Islam grasped one of
them and raised hue and cry.
Two ef the miscreants were
caught with the help of
passcrsby but two others sue-
ceeded to escape.

Blasphemy charges
against Akhtar

Hamid withdrawn

KARACHI, Nov 17: Pakistan
has withdrawn two blasphemy
charges punishable by death
against a prominent B0- year-
old social worker, his lawyer
said today, reports Reuter.

The charges alle Akhtar
Hamid Khan defi the name
of the Prophet Mohammad
(SM).

Khan heads a successful so-
cial development project call-
ed the Organgl Pllot in
western Karachi that has
transformed a poor area of the
crowded city.

A court official said the gov-
ernment considered the cases
and concluded they were not
sustainable.



