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EPI has Achieved Major Success

inmunizsation. WHO's asais-
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pertussis (whoo cough),
tetanus, polio, di and
“Recognizi the serious
roblem of 1§ us child-
discases, and the benefits

of immunization, the World
Health tion (WHO) set

up the EPl with the goal of
immunization services
available to all the world's
children by 1990.
In 1985, the wvaccination

goverage - of children of
wWis two per .

cent and only 22 cent of

the population access to

health service. In 1990, B0 per
cent of children had access to
vaccination service and 656
cent had received meas
vaccine, the last antigen to be

1

intensified immunization
was conducted on
a phased basis starting in
cight thanas in 1985-86 and
reaching all 460 thanas and 88
towns in 1988-80. The devel-
oped thanas ever chosen first,
where experiments were
easier, logistics constraints
less and the infrastructure
m.' in place”, Dr Talukdar
Daily Star.

CARE, BRAC, RDRS — three
NGOs provide educational and
training support in the thanas
of Khulna and Rajshahi divi-
slon.

Assistance from SIDA and
Rotary International were cha-
nnelised through UNICEF.
USAID joined EPl of Bang-

US Tobacco companies
Drive in Third

T ought to have been casy

for Yorkshire Television's
First Tuesday to make a
documentary about the United
States tobacco industry. The
golden relationship between
America and tobacco is older
than the constitution and.
healthier than the footage of a
young [Ronald
advertising Chesterfield
cigareltes. Over 400
congressmen pocket tobacco
funds each year and the
dustry contributes US$4.8
llon to the US trade deficit.
iIf you visit Richmond,
irginia, you can tour the
Philip Morris plant, home of
Mariboro c ttes, and view a
conveyor belt of Lark ci-
gareties that doesn't move fast
enough to satisfy Japanese
demand. The company boasts
operating revenues larger than
Egypt's gross national product
[GNP) and twice the size of
ireland's, and tour guides hap-
pily fire ofl the generous dol-
lops of American tax monecy

provided by Philip Morris.

But this same 'Pride In
Tobaceo' — the motto of R J
Reynolds, producers of Camel,
Winston and Salem, which
decorates the North Carolinian
town of Winston-Salem — van-
ished in the face of First
Tuesday's atlempts to under-
stand the roaring success of
American exports. Permission
to film the perfectly legal pro-
cess inside a manufacturi
plant, where cf tumb
from high-tech machines at a
rate of 8,000 per minute, was
denied by all the major play-
ers; requests for interviews
with company officials were
rejected; the US Trade
Representative couldn't field
an official capable of respond-
ing to questions and vice-pres-
ident Dan Quayle also proved
unavailable.

this wall of silence
is not entirely unrelated to the
current brand of global politics
practised by the transnational
tobaceo companies, particu-
larly those headquartered in
the US. As cigarette smoking
in the industrialised West has
declined, these companies
have aggressively carved out
new markets in the Third
World. ’
While the awarcness that
‘Smoking Kills' grows in the
West, the com receive
the full support of their re-
spective governments in tak-
ing the product East and
‘pushing it' in the developing
worid. In 1980, Dan Quayle
explained the strategy on a
visit down south: “Tobacco ex-
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tance is provided for short- cines, vaccination materials,

term consultant fellowships,

forms, communication materi-

"We organize a series of

al na-
tional, and thana levels
for vartous of health

group educational activities, als etc. The World Bank pro- and family planning workers in
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local cost subsidy for survey
and supply materials.
UNICEF has played an im-

portant role by supplying vac-
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DPT-3
vided mobility by suppling ve-
hicles and also vac-

cine transport cost to the pe-
riphery.
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ports should be expanded ag-
gressively because Americans
are smoking less.”

What this policy promises
to unleash is a huge epidemic
of death with the new killing
fields located in the ‘Third
World. In 1988, the World
Health Organisation asked a

of s consultants to
calculate the number of
worldwide deaths that would
result from tobacco if current
smoking patterns continue. Dr
Richa Peto of the Cancer
Studies Unit at Oxford
University headed the group
that reported to the 1990
World Conference of Tobacco
and Health in Perth.

Currently, some two and a
half million people die each
year from smoking, and two-
thirds of those deaths are in
the developed world. "In the
2020s,” explains Peto, "there's
going to be three million
deaths a year in the rich coun-
trics alone [rom tobacco and

US tobacco

seELE

by Richard McKerrow
itls Trade Representative, be-

gan working to prise open Lhe
monopoly cigarette markets in
Asia.

Deploying Section 301, a

iece of American trade legis-
ation that empowers the US
government to take action
against any nation judged to
be imposing ‘unfair’ or
'discriminatory’ trade restric-
tions, the US threatened trade
sanctions wunless Japan,
Taiwan, Korea and Thailand
opened up their markets to
American cigarettes. In the
face of severe trade threats,
resistance crumbled as Japan,
Taiwan and Squth Korea
quickly opened up their mar-
kets in 1988, 1987 and 1988
respectively.

The tobacco companies had
hired former Reagan White
House aides, Michael Deaver,
Richard Allen and Alexander
Haig, to assist their efforts.
Various congressmen, such as
Scnators Jess Helms and

MEASLES FULLY IMM

technical, managerial and edu-
cational sills. A three days’ ori-
entation of civil iuigonn and
deputy directors ( of dis-
tricts are held on an annual
basis at the decisional level.
Four officers from each thana
and all supervisory stafl at dis-
trict level come in a team for
mid-level managers’' training
course,” Dr Talukdar informed.
The main objectives of
these courses are to provide
necessary skills, to plan the
ruﬁmmm considering the
Erm situation, to supervise
and manage the programme

for effective implementation
and to train the ficld stafl.

All health and family plan-
ning workers at the thana level
receive six days' technical
training and three days' train-
ing on social mobilization. Dr

said, "There are sep-
arate director generals for the
Health and Family Planning at

the national level. But at the

assistants (FWA), represen
two wings of the Health
Family

elfare Ministry, form
the vaccination team and work

he told, “The week would fo-

of international or

reveal that Dhaka and
Chit divisions have low
coverage. | think, lack of su-

rvision from district to
levels is the main reason
ol it.

That's why we should
strengthen our supervisory
network.

"The success of EPl does
not concern merely policy is-
sues but also mirrors the na-
tional spirit.

More, it attaches
great importance to the rights
of the children, since the
theme of the week is 'full im-
munization is a basic right of

every child'.”

The address of USAID rep-
resentative in NIW deserves
consideration: "Clearly there
are lessons [rom Bangladesh
urban EPl which other coun-
triecs can share., Comparably,
coverage surveys were recently
conducted in ten major US ci-
ties and | regret to report that
no more than 55 per cent of
children under two years of
age were found to be fully im-
munized!”

on Recruiting

Wrold

virtually unheard of before the
eniry of American cigarelte
brands. Although advertising of
cigareties on television was
banned in the US in 1971
(1965 in the UK), a confiden-
tial document from the US
state de nt reveals that
the US government requested
TV advertising for tobacco in
Taitwan during trade threats in
the mid- 1980s.

- Although the request for TV
advertising was eventually
dropped, Taiwan to ac-
cept print advertisement. The
arrival ol American cigaretics
in 1987 brought an almost
immediate increase in con-
sumption of about 5% and an
alarming rise in the number of
Yuung smokers. Five years
ater, American tobacco com-
panics have captured 16% of
the market.

Even where laws and adver-
lising restrictions have been
im , the transnational to-
bacco companies find imagina-

are using various tactics
make up for the declining tobacco

—;utargetﬁ.ﬂanmkm. to
in their own country. Tobacco

export promotion is one of the great global tragedies for which historians will

not_forgive the US, says an expert.

seven million deaths a year in
the r countries.”

These are the potential vic-
tims of the Tobacco Wars and,
as the world's major exporter
of tobacco leal and cigarettes,
the US is leading the on-
slaught. In 1989, 142 billion
US-manufactured cigarettes

were shipped abroad, a 24-bil-
lon increase ovér the previous

Even Dr James Mason, as-
sistant secretary of the US de-
partment of health and human
services, was moved enough to
remark in Perth that it was
"unconscionable for the mighty
transnational tobacco compa-
nies — and three of the major
ones are in the US — to be
peddling their poisons abroad,
particularly because their main
targets are less developed
countries.” Dr Mason, subse-
quently muzzied by the Bush
administration, was also

. unavaflable to be interviewed

by First Tuesday.

Nowhere has the growth in
the American export market
been more dramatic than in
Asia, where the number of ex-

rose 75% during 1988.
t §s here that the US govern-
ment has chosen to wage its
tobacco wars most intensely
during the past decade. During
the 1 the admin-
istration, through the office of

Mitch McConnell, who cnjoy
generous campaign contribu-
tions, issued their own veiled
threats.

Michael Deaver was paid
US$250,000 by Philip Morris
and secured an audience with
President Chun Doo Hwan of
South Korea, while Allen re-
ceived a retainer from R J

" Reynolds for lobbying services.

Since the American tobacco
invasion, the companies have
been rewarded with an in-
crease in cigarette consump-
tion in each country — an an-
nual increase of about 5.5% in
Asia.

Only Thailand fou
and the international quarrel
was eventually settled by the
General nt on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) In
September 1990. Although
GATT ruled that the Thai gov-
ernmenl should open its mar-
ket to American tobacco im-
ports, it upheld Thailand's
right to ban cigarette advertis-
ing by finding that GATT's
charter allowd countries “to
give priority to human health
over trade tion.”

But the US-led tobacco wars
are not just about the right to
sell American cigarettes
abroad. The tobacco companies
and, in some instances, even
fllegal in the US.

In Taiwan, advertising was

t back

tive new ways to rewrite the
rules. In Malaysia, the re-
sponse to a ban on TV
advertising was to develop
alternative products with the
same name and logo as the
famous cigaretie brands. So
prime-time television is
peppered with ads featuring
Dunhill accessories, Lucky
Strike molorcycling gear,
Salem High Country Holidays
and so on.

Salem is Asia's most popular
menthol tte and is sold
by R J Reynolds. Where exactly
the 'Salem High Country World
of Refreshment' depicted on
Malaysian television is located
remains a mystery, and First
Tuesday's elforts to book a
Salem holiday at the offices in
Kuala Lumpur went unre-
warded. We were referred to R
J back in the US.

nefarious efforts to re-
cruit new smokers in Asia are
targeted particularly at young
adolescents, Beyond the
"brand-stretching’ on television
found in Malaysia, the tobacco
companies are sponsoring
rock tours and concerts in the
region.

The main record store in
Kuala Lumpur is the Salem
Power Centre, and all the best
discos are put on by tobacco
companies. In January, Paula
Abdul performed under the

Salem banner, and women {in
mini-skirts handed out frec ci-
garcites inside the concert.
Concerts of larger stars —
Phil Collins and Madonna, for

demand the freedom to adver-
tisc in the developing world in
a manner thal is unacceptable
example — are broadcast on
television under cigarettie
sponsorship, S0 that
Madonna's Barcelona gig
reached a Hong Kong audience
under the Salem logo. Salem
discos preceding Lhe televised
concert in Hong Kong held
Madonna lookalike compeli-
tions. From Salem's concert to,
the Marlboro Man, the image
constantly peddled to Asian
youth equates smoking with
the notion of [reedom.

It is this [raudulent image
that is helping to fuel the
worldwide growth in cigarette
consumption at a time when
the effects of tobacco are well
chronicled. The American to-
bacco merchants can relish
the prospect of the promised
2% increasc in annual con-
sumption to the year 2000.
The financial rewards will not
be voluntarily relinquished de-
spite the scale ol the largest
avoidable epidemic next to
AIDS. :

"Of the two billion children
now living in the world, about
800 million are going to be-
come smokers. If just a quarter
of those get killed by the habit,
that will mean 200 million
deaths from tobacco,” explains
Peto.

In May some of Richard
Peto's calculations for thc
WHO, compiled with Dr Alan
Lope
Lancer. It's hard to imagine
any other product lasting a day
longer on the shop shelf in the
face of the recent confirmation
that cigarettes kill about one
in three smokers. -

"It's a risy that is per-
haps unknown in the history of
American foreign policy,” says
Matthew Myers, a Washington-
based attorney who once inves-
tigated tobacco advertising in
the US for the Federal Trade
Commission. "l think what is
happening currently with
American tobacco exports is
one of the great international
tragedies on today and it
will tarnish the entire { of
the United States. | don't
think historians will forgive us
and | don't think they should.”

— Third World Nectwork
Features
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Schizophrenia Linked to City Life

new has indica-
ted that in cities

increase the risk
of schizophrenia, the most
scvere among mental dis-
orders that has for long been
enveloped by an aura of
mystery and dread.

The link between schize-
hrenia .and city life comes
rom a team of British and
Swedish researchers, and s
the latest in a series of studies
conducted over the past few
decades aimed at identifying

patterns in the incidence of -

this iliness.

The British-Swedish study
looked at the of upbring-
ing of a group of le linked
to the Swedis national
Register of Psychiatric Care
and found that the incidence
of schizophrenia was 1.65
times higher among men
brought up in cities than in
those who grew up in rural ar-
s,

The cause of schizophrenia
— a set of mental disorders
characterised by disturbances
in thinking and fee frag-
mentary and mental
processes, ambivalent, some-
times contradictory emotfons
and even hallucinations — re-
mains unknown.

Doctors still have little idea
of how exactly schizophrenia
persists in populations down
generations, how schizophren-
ics who inherit the disease dif-
fer from those who do not, and
whether and how the course
and prognosis of this iliness is
inflluenced by industrialisation.

Several studies includi
onec conducted by the Wo
Health Organisation during the
scventies have demonstrated

sch hrenics tend to deo
nnm?&&i’ﬂ:y“ﬁ—

was found in ci-
ties, intermediate rates in
large and small towns, and the
lowest rates of schizophrenia
in rural areas.
Reporting their findings in
a recent issue of the British
medical rmal Lancet, the
doctors from the Institute of
Psychiatry in London and the
Huddinge Hospital in Sweden
said the association with city
lifle was stronger for

schizophrenia than for other
psychotic {linesses. .

This link between life in

He said carlier studics had
indicated that the course of
the iliness in developing so-
cicties is not as deterforatling

roles in society, he said.

However, factors like owver-
crowding, stress and strained
interpersonal relations associ-
ated with in city life might be
other risk factors, Dr Saxena
said.

— [PT1 Science Service)

It's Time to Rethink Male
Approach to AIDS

S something being over
looked in the global fight
against AIDS ?

In less than a year, or from
April 1991 to February 1992,
as many as one million adults
and children were added to
global figures on AIDS and HIV
infections, bringing the total of
those infected to 10-12 mil-
Hon, says a World Health
Organisation (WHO] report.

WHO projects that by year
2000, IV infections (which
lead to AIDS) will range be-
: and 40 millfon,
tripling or quadrupling in just
eight years' time.

The costs could become
such that human survival —
rather than growth — will be-
come the target of develop-
ment assistance, says Elizabeth
Reid of the United Nations

Development Programme
(UNDP).
Ms Reid, director of

UNDP's HIV and Development
Programme, suggests a re-
thinking of the approach to
combattling AIDS: "place wo-
men at the centre of the

o . M

analysis.”

“This is nol an academic or
feminist exercise.” It means
saving millions of lives,” she
m}Em-mnth of the new infec-
tions mentioned in the WHO
rcport are in children born to
HIV-infected mothers.

Among the major strategies
to prevent IV virus transmis-
sion are reducing the number
of sexual ners, the use of

condoms and faithfulness in’

relationships (¥ not celibacy
and abstinence. These, Ms
Reid ts out, are male-cen-
tred strategies and largely be-
women's control.

The reality, she says, is that
most women whose blood test
positive for HIV infection were
“not infected through their
own behaviour,” although they
are "blamed as the source of
transmission.”

Manifestation against AIDS — Photo: Lane [ Jerrican

by Ely Maniquis

Studics in Africa have
shown that 60 to 80 per cent
of infected women have only
one scxual partner. This situa-
tion is likely to be true for
most of the developing world,
since traditional societies con-
demn women having multiple
scxual partners but are more
permissive with men.

Thus the partner reduction
strategy, says Ms Reid, has lit-
tie to women. Neor
does it apply to those who are
forced to sell sexual favours
because of economic need.

Similarly, laithfulness can-
not insure safety for a woman
her husband gets infected. And
it is practically impossible for a
woman to practise abstinence
if her partner refuses to do so.

Says Derework Zewdie,
Ethiopian founder of the
Soctety for Women and AIDS in
Africa: "A woman in my part of
the world would be kicked out
of the house if she says (to her

with you because | know your
are having sex with others.”

Condom use is also a man's
decision. Furthermore, sexual
assault including incest and
the rape of young girls is on
the rise, points out Ms Reid.

With a women-centred ap-
proach, more consideration
would be to measures
over which women have
greater control. For example,
research can focus en how
barrier methods for women
like the diaphragm can pre-
vent the transmission of the
virus which causes AIDS.

“There is no reason 0 as-
sume that condoms protect
mnmﬂundhpﬂm
do, with or without a spermi-
cide, in the case of HIV. Yet no
attention has been given o de-
termining the adequacy of di-
aphragms as a protective mea-

sure,”

Avoiding sexual contact is
still best, she admits. But #f
this cannot be done, protec-
tion can also come [roem

"reducing the eflicacy ol
tranamission” of the HIV virus.
Genilal lesions, inflammation,

secretions and scarification
caused by infections and. prac-
tices like female genital muti-
lation increase the possibility
ol transmission.

It is therefore important
that services for Lthe prompl
diagnosis 'and treatment of
scxually transmitted diseases
and other genital ailments be
brought to where both women
and men can have ready access
to them, says Ms Reid.

A woman may also be better
able to protect hersell if she
knew about her ‘s 1l1-
ness and at what stage of HIV
infection he.is in. While she
may not be able to refuse sex-
ual contact on mere fear or
suspicion, she can put her foot
down if the risk to her life is
definite.

"In societics where the
virus is diffused throughout the
population, this information
should be widely known so
that those who can use it as a
protective measure,” says Ms
Reid.

But since most effective
prevention strategies are still
those under men's control, ev-
ery effort must be made "to
change men's behaviour.”

Two instruments can be

wielded in this regard: collee-
live action and the law.

Ms Reid gives instances of
women's collective action
yielding dramatic results —
women going after and reform-
ing drunken husbands in
Maharashtra, India; women in
northern India trying them-
selves to tree trunks to pre-
vent any more trees from be-
ing felled by loggers; Mexican
women fo an alliance to
bring down the incidence of
rape and sexual assault.

In Kenya where assets like
animals are owned by the men,
and gifting a woman with a
milch goat can end in the
goat's slaughter, women de-
cided to own a goat collectively
so that their individual hus-
bands will not be able to de-
cide the goat's fate, Ms Reid
relates.

Such models of women's
collective action — as well as
legal interventions that have

. produced concrete results —

abound and should be high-
lighted if men's HIV-related

behaviour is to change, she
SAyS.

A woman-centred approach
will also reveal that HIV-in-
fected women will need
"more than drugs and medical
care.”

They will need a wide range
of support services
“household care for ill women,
child care, emotional support
to deal with anger and guilt,
social support to deal with

stigma, legal support (o lessen
discrimination and financial

support, as so often they will
not have an income coming
into the house.”

— Depthnews Asia
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