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Natlsoccer final | Pgapin, Cantona shape French win

Sports Reporter

The seventeenth national
football championship for
Sher-e-Bangla Cup comes to an
end tomorrow with former
champions Dhaka University
taking on Khulna DSA in the
final to regain their lost title at
-2-30 pm at the Mymensingh
Stadtum.

Dhaka University beat
Customs 2-0 while Khulna got

t Netrakona 3-2 in the tie
E::.I.htr in their respective

semilinal matches to set up an
exciting clash.

LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukdar will give away the
prizes as the chief guest.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain and
Siddiqur Rahman, president of
the Bangladesh Football
Federation will be present as

special guests.

Football minus
spectators

YAOUNDE, Cameroon, Nov
15: They've already battled at
the polls. Now Presiden’ Paul
Biya and opposition leader
John Fru Ndi are facing off
through their hometown soc-
cer teams, reports AP.

Sunday's match between
PWD Bamenda and Colombe
Sangmelima is Cameroon's
first to be played under martial
law.

The

game

olitically-charged
be played without
spectators or journalists in a
stadium in Bamenda sur-
rounded by armed soldiers.
Only the players and the three
officials will be allowed in the
stadium. Radio broadcasts of

the %IIIE are prohibited.
¢ government imposed a
state  of emergency In
Northwest province, the oppo-
| sition's stronghold, on Oct 27
after post-election violence left
at least three people dead and
10 homes burned.
Fru Ndi claimed he had de-
| feated Biya in. the Oct 11

presidential elections and ac- |

cused the government of rig-
ging the vote in Biya's favour.
International observers said
the elections were fraught
with problems and irregulari-
ties.

Cameroon soccer fans in
the Northwest province,
where the game is being
played, sce the Llight sccurily
il-thl:r attempt to humili-
ale Diya's opponents,

" 'Blr- hu always dene ihis,
to give protection (to people
fmm his region),” Fru Ndi said

his home in Bamenda, where
he has been under house ar-
rest for nearly three weeks.
"They've never protected a
Bamenda team when | was
president of PWD. We never
had any protection.”

Fru Ndi, who head's the
Social Democratic Front, was
president of the PWD Bamenda
team for 10 years before step-
ﬂ:u down to take charge of

political party.

Sunday's game is the last of
the regular season and the
second of a home and away
series between the two teams.
| PWD Bamenda team officials
refused an offer the Pll-i the
game in Douala or Yaou
capital.

If PWD Bamenda loses the
match it could be relegated to
the second division next year.
Team officials had wanted the
home ficld advantage with
hundreds of cheering fans to

nce 1o

give them a beller
win and stay in the first divi-

|

e

PARIS, Nov 15 :
France had to
survive an attack
of second half
jitters to hang on
for a 2-1 victory
over Finland in a European
Group Six World Cup qualifier
on Saturday, reports Reuter.

The French, playing their
best football for a time,
seemed to be cruising to a
comfortable victory when
Jean-Plerre Papin and Eric
Cantona gave them a 2-0 lead
alter little more than halfl an
hour.,

But the game turned on its
head when the Finns, seem-
ingly toothless till then, pulled
a goal back through Petri
Jarvinen nine minutes into the

| second period.

Encouraged at scoring their
first goal in the qualifiers, the
Finns moved [nrwnrd: with
more purpose, causing mo-
ments of sheer panic iA a
French defence which had
been totally wuntroubled
throughout the first hall.

In the end the 30,000
crowd who braved a wet
evening at the Parc Des
Princes were delighted to hear
lhe final whistle. which left

them with two more precious
points towards qualification for

the 1904 finals.

France joined Bulgaria on
four points from three games
in a six-nation group led by
Sweden with six points out of
six. Finland have no points
from three matches.

JEAN-PIERRE PAPIN

The French could hardly
have made a better start, Papin
heading them into the lead
from a Xavier Gravelaine
corner in the 17th minute. It

was his 24th goal for his coun-
iry.
rrclntnm made it two 14
minutes later when left back
Bixente Lizarazu, making his
international debut, crossed
low into the goalmouth.
Finnish keeper Kari Laukkanen
could only palm in out to the
French striker who chested
the ball into the goal.

Laukkanen was forced to
make good saves from Lizarazu,
Alain Roche and Gravelaine as
the French continued to press,

But the second period was a
completely different affair with
the French unable to retain
their grip on the match.

Jarvienen's goal came out of
the blue when he prodded
home a Marko Myyry cross
from close range in his side's
first real chance of the match.

From then on the visitors
looked more dangero

us as the
French ran out of {deas and
frequently into trouble, partic-
ularly with back passes which
put keeper Bruno Martini un-
der unnccessary pressure.
France's next World Cup
qualifier is at Israel in

February. Finland's next game
is next April against Bulgm-la.

Ivanmewc is again Edberg's bane

ROME, Nov 165:

Goran [vanisevic
used his overpo-
wering serve to
defcat  Stefan
Edberg 7-6, 6—4

in Saturday night's final of the
" Big Four” tennis exhibition at
Romc's Palacur, reports AP.

The Croatian, who had de-
feated American Pete Sampras
in Friday night's qualifying
match, won the first-set
tiebreak 7-5 after trailing
Edberg 0—2.

Ivanisevic earned a s
but decisive break in the
game of the second set as
Edberg two easy volleys and
fell to 2-4.

Ivanisevic, s winning
form on the eve of the ATP
Tour World Championship in
Frankfurt, served 14 aces, but
did not ~ely only on his power-
ful serv. He also displayed
good volleys and consistent
baseline p

"1 pl well, I am in

condition. I'm Jlooking
nrd to Frankfurt. | have a_

chance to win there,” said
Ivanisevic, who (s ranked
fourth in the world.

Edberg, the world's No. 3
player, said Ivanisevic's serve
was the difference in the

STEFAN EDBERG

match.

“lle served Incredibly well
and it was diflicult to return
his serve. 1 fecl pretty good for
the ATP finals in Frankfurt.
The eight best players in Lhe
world are competing there

and all of them have a chance
to win,” the Swede said.

Boris Becker, who lost to
Edberg in three sets in the
opener of the two-day Roman
Exhibition, was an uncertain
started in Frankfurt. He devel-
oped a sudden fever early
Saturday and was flown to
Munich for urgent medical
examinations.

Organizations of the " Bi
Four” said Becker, No. 5 in the
world rankings, was apparently
suffering from an intestinal in-
fection.

Following Becker's last-
minute withdrawal, the unher-
alded Italian Claudio Pistolesi
was called in to play Sampras
for third place.

Sampras, second to fellow
American Jim Courier in the
world rankings, breezed past
Pistolesi 6-2, 6-1.

There was no money prize
at stake in the final but the
so-called big four reportedly
got a bonus of dirs 100,000
each for playing the exhibition
here.

Amerlcan nightmare at EC tennis|

ANTWERP, Bel-
glum, Nov 15: On
“aday ol upsets,
Australian Mark
Woodlorde and
rd Krajicck - -
a jicck on Saturday rea-
cl:;:l ll'icEﬂtuI of the dirs 1.11
million European Community
Championship, beating favou-
red American Jim Courfer and
Michacl Chang, reports AP,

Krajicek was playing hie
second three-set match
within 24 hours, but his boom:
ing serve lost none of its bite
as he rallied to edge the top-
seeded Courier, g: world's
Nq. | player, 4-6,6-4, 7-5.

Doubles ace Woodlorde,
ranked 6lst in the world, re-
led on cun and finesse to
continue his string of upsets
here, beating the second-
seeded Chang 7-6 (7-5 ), 6-3.

In a seesaw battle, Krajicek,
ranked 13th in the world,
averted a late comeback bid by
Courier with his lighting-fast
scrves and put the match away
with two more aces in the final

game.

finest power shots to force a
break of serve and go up 4-2.
But he lost the break again
and Courier even led at 5-4.

From then on, Krajicek put
the power back on and slump-
ing Courier had not answer.

Woodforde upset Chang's
rhythm throughout the maich
by mixing he pace of his shots
and making timely rushes to
the net, where his vulltyl
proved lethal.

Woodforde had already up-
set five-time tournament win-
ner lvan Lendl on Thursday.

“It's been a hell of week,”
Wnndfurdc said. Beating

layers like lvan and Michael
lﬂ‘l me focus better.”

Is victory also put him in
the singles top 50 for the first
llmil.' since 1988,

t was one of the bi
:;n: of his career, o

-year-old Australian in line
for his fourth carcer title ever,
The winner will recetved dirs

144,000 and the
dice 54400 runner-up

Chang, ranked sixth in the

- world. “wis” ‘Hb‘ﬁlﬁnﬂy ‘under
pressure to hold service be-
cause he still lacks a dominat-
ing serve.

Alter his semifinal singics
victory, Woodforde joined fel-
low Australian Todd
Woodbridge to play Anders
Jarryd and John Fitzgerald in
the semifinals of the doubles
event.

The Australian Woodics are
rated the best doubles team in
the world, but
Swedish-Australian team, 6—4,
8-—1.

Indonesians reap

rich harvest

BANGKOK, Nov 15: Indo-
nesians won the men's and
women's singles and men's
doubles titles Sunday in the
dirs 90,000 NEC Princess Cup
badminton championship,
reports AP,

Olympic gold medalist Sus{
Susant! defeated Bang So-hyun
of South Korea 11-7, 11-4 for
the women's singles champi-
onship.

they fell to the |

Sport
To 'Papa Smurf Bowe is just a baby

LAS VEGAS, Nov
15: Riddick Bowe

isa
| A big hnby, true,
* but still "just a

baby" to his ven-
erable trainer - 81-year-old

-—

o

Eddie Futch, who sparred with

Joe Louis and taught the art of
boxing to 18 champions,
reports AP.

"He's at least three years
away [rom full development
physically,” Futch nhlcned
with the discerning eye of one

“who has watched most of this

century's fighters and could
find flaws in all of them. "And
in that time | hope to have im-
proved his lenrnlquc: and
tactics.”

Bowe, 6-foot-5 (1.96 me-
ters), 23 m}mundu (106 kilo-
grams), schooled enough
to beat Evander Holyfield for
the heavyweight title Friday
night, will be 28 years old in
three years. He may grow,
bulking back up to the 285-
pound (119- kﬂngrnm} mark he
recently hit with a flabby thud,
{Comedian Dick Gregory let
out the truth, admitting his
diet slimmed down Bowe more
than they had revealed). But
whether Bowe will be smarter
and still champion will depend
largely on further lessons for

the wrinkled old man he calls .

"Papa Smurf,”

Wily and wise, Futch be-
lieves Bowe has within the
grasp of his meaty hands a
chance to be the best of all his
heavyweight champions. And
that includes Joe r, Kem
Norton, Larry Holmes and
Michael Spinks. Of them all,
Bowe is the only one Futch
trained from the first pro fight.

Bowe made his first journey
up the aisle from the ring as
champion after the 12-round
unanimous decision, everyone
calling his name and reaching
out to touch him. And after his
limo slowly crossed this neon

city; he went through another
rite of passage: e Grand
March Through the Casino.

"Champ, champ, champ,”
raised glasses, popping flash-
bulbs, grinding, clinking slot
machines, rumbling craps pits,
whirling roulctte w‘l';.::jli! ir|_1 l.i'::
d n mbling of t
Hﬂchfttl Bowe charged
through the middle of it all,
surrounded by money, owner
-»| of the richest individual prize
in sports. In Las Vegas, bright
red is called "the money
colour,” and Bowe was ablaze
h“il

The deep creast’' 'in his
forehead ahd the pully eyes
bechind sunglasses might have

n him a sinister look if not

for his giddy smile and the
bc:f way he and his thro
yguards, friends -
Ihmi] floated over the
Hut Futch knows that Buw:
can't let it all overwhelm him,
thalhthnnncﬂuuuwurklndu

- Bowe can

l Holyfield s

RIDDICK BOWE

if he wants to stay champion
and keep making that march
through the big money. It
doesn’'t matter if he fights
George [oreman before Lennox
Lewis, or vice "versa. The
trainer's goal is to teach Bowe
all the little tricks of the trade,
and turn him into a hybrid of
Holmes and Sonny Liston.
Rights now, Futch said,
Bowe (32-0) is more like
Liston with his hard jab. If
pick up an equal
amount of Larry Holmes' accu-
racy, balanc balance and overall box-

r{:g ability, Futch should be
appy with the monster he
will have created.

"Bowe has more tools than
Larry,” Futch said. very
seldom punched to the body.
He didn't feature a hook too
much. It was accurate when he
threw it. But some things |
would get from Larry, and
some things | would get from
Liston.”

Bowe showed a few tricks
tlo Holyfield — gasping body
shots, ecyelid splitting jabs,
jolting uppercuts and
rcvealed a fighter who can take
a punch and not quit.

It was a fine brawl, if not
quite a great one, Holyfield
gaining in defeat the respect
he never enjoyed in victory,
Bowe winning it instantly.

Thirty pounds (13.5 kilo-
grams) heavier and thicker in
cvery limb, Bowe staggered
Holyfleld with a right uppercut
in the 10th round, then as-
saulted him for a full minute
with lefts and rights to the
head and body. Holyfield
crashed into a corner post,
rolled ofl the ropes and looked
knocked-out on his feet,
draping his arms on Bowe,
staying up by sheer willpower.

Then, suddenly, H-nl_’fﬂcld
got off a punch, just enough to
gc , and the round virtu-
ally reversed. With one minuté
Holyfield attacked, stun-
ning Bowe with lefts and
rights he rest of round. If
Bowe was going to quit, it

LAS VEGAS, Nov
15 : Former undi-
sputed heavy-
weight champion
Evander Holyfield
has all the money
he needs and a glittering
reputation and should retire,
his long-time assistant trainer,
Lou Duva said on Saturday,
reports Reuter.

"l waht to work out a deal
with him to train kids.” Duva
said. "I want to give him some
amateurs that he can prepare
for the '96 Olympics,” which
will be held in Holyfield's
hometown of Atlanta.

Holyfield lost his title in a
12-round slugfest to Riddick
Bowe on Friday but enhanced
his reputation as one of the
most courageous fighters in
recent years with his perfor-
mance.

Duva has worked with

Holyfield since he turned pro-
fessional after taking a bronze
medal in the 1984 Olympics
on a controversial decision.

"He shouldn't fight. He has
all the money in the world,”
said Duva, adding that he was
afraid Holyfleld's competitive
drive could bring him back.

“That's the thing that scares
me. He wants to beat you so
much." Duva said. "We can be

g cards and I'l bcal him
nn he always nags ynu iy
mon, one more game, C ‘mon’
same lhlng in bowling. He has
to win.”

Immediately after the fight
on Friday, Holyfield said he
was con retirement.

Duva wais asked for his reac-
tion to the 10th round on

ing pummeled around the ﬂn&

with close to two dozen
punches from Bowe, who out-
weighed the former champion
by at least 30 pounds (13.6

“it's to ) talk about,”
the craggy 70-year old
Duva said. "1 was catching ev-
ery punch. | was wondering

what the (expletive ) is keep-

Seles should cap another fine

NEW YORK, Nov
15 : World nu-

mber one Monica
Seles will be out
to add an
exclamation point
sensational year

—

Y

to another
when she defends her title at

the season-ending 3 million
Virginia Sltims championships
beginning on Monday, reports
Reuter.

While Jim Courier and
Stefan Edberg traded the
men's top ranking In a year-
long tug of war with other

players in sight of chnll:ngﬁ:g
them, Seles further solidi
her grip on the women's tour
with each two-fisted swing of
her racket.

She heads into the Madison
Square Garden grand finale
with an amazing list of

reached 13 I'inah in 14 tour-

namecnts this year, picked up
ninc litles and compiled a 66-

5 record along the way. For the
sccond successive year she
scooped three Grand Slam ti-
tles, the Australian, French
and US Opens.

While Seles is favoured to
take the secason-ending title
for the third consecutive year,
her coronation will be no mere
formality. The Yugoslav will
have to battle through a field
that includes all five players
who beat her this year — Stefli
Graf, Martina Navratilova,
Gabriela Sabatini, Arantxa
Sanchez Vicarioc and Jennifer
Capriati.

Navratilova, Gral and
Sabatini are all former winners
of the year-end-crown on the
Garden's carpet surface.

Saturday at Wimbledon denf
Seles a Grand Slam sweep,
would like nothing better than
to launch her 1993 campaign
to retake the top ranking by
ending the year with a big win
over Seles.

Olympic gold medalist
Capriati and Navratilova were
both denied a chance to

venge tough 1991 US Open

losses to Seles this

suflering stunning
upsets at Flushing

The 16-year-old Capﬂlu
kept alive her perfect record
of qualifying for thl: prestigious
championships every yecar
since turning pro at 14, and
Navratilova, the tour elder at
36, will be aiming to win for
the sixth time.

With only the year's top 16

performers on hand, the

year after
-round

younger

Tauziat of France,

e

would be right then
beaten up after hurtln.
Holyfield.

Instcad, Bowe came out
poiscd and used his weight
and inside jlun:hinl

his strength and his
better,” Futch said. "He g'l.;
smaller man push him back
into the ropes and into the
corners too often, when a
sidestep would have nullified
those things. And Holyfleld was
luring him into shots so he

hchm-tnl:m

hould retire, feels tramer

lnf guy u . He was
thue . And then
ofas he came back fir-
ing. | just couldn’t believe what
he was out there.”

But despite Holyfield's
tremendous heart in
one of the most ferocious beat-
ings in many years of heavy-
weight title fights, DBowe
should some heart and stamina
of his own and won the unani-
mous points decision.

Duva said he violated one of
his own rules, that none of his
fighters can ever rest his arm
on a ring rope between the
10th and 11th rounds.

"l always slap the arm
down,” Duva said. “No fighter
does that. But when Evander
came back after that round
(the lﬂt.l-:]h:w—hd.l-:‘su
his arms on the ropes |
left them there.

"Eﬁlhﬂ::tm

hrﬂt ‘dhmhhll
l:nl:ak:hlmnu of the

n! I ————
rlnked spoilers that picked
them off at Flushing Meadow.

r'I

No op nt at this event
can be Hghtly.
"] feel eager. | feel fresh and

ready to go,” Capriati said this

week.

The field includes Aus-
tralian Open runner-up and
Olympic doubles champion
Mary Joe Fernandez,
Conchita Martinez, Manuela
Maleeva-Fragniere and her
sister Katerina
Maleeva of Bulgaria, Nathalie
Jana
Novotna of Czechoslovakia and
Americans Lori McNeil and

ll"hc tournament f[eatures
the only best-of-five-set final in
women's tennis, making
stamina and conditioning an

important factor in m

who will collect the

! rterfinal th - 1 the singles, achievements to her credit. Twice ch i Graf, cham hips have no room check on the last
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