Fighting leaves 30 dead
in Nagorno-Karabakh

MOSCOW, Nov 18: Viclous
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Major’s popularity
slumped to

lowest level

LONDON, Nov 16: British
Prime Minister John Major's
ped to the

t level of his two-year
premiership, with more than
70 per cent of people in a new

poll saying they had little or no
conflidence in him, reports

Reuter.

The Harris for Sunday’
Major's ruling Conservatives,
surprise victors in an April

clection, are now 19 points
behind the opposition Labour

Party in voter ésteem alter a -

succession of crises and policy

U-tums.
It s Labour's biggest lead
singe the dying days of

Margaret ‘- Thatcher's leader-

ship in 1990, when the gov-

ernment's plunging fortunes

g::mpud a party "coup” which
ught Major to power.

To add to the gloom,
Major's once soaring personal
popularity has hit a new low.

Of the 1,043 people ques-
tioned, 73 per cent said they
had little or no econfidence in
his abilities as Prime Minister.
Only one in 20 said they had a
“great deal” of confidence In
his performance.

between - Armenian

the tiny Armenian-held region
in Azerbaijan since 1088,

killing more than 1,500 -
ple and thousands :
their homes. violence has

. defled settlement by Russian

and foreign mediators.

Interfax the pro-in-
dependence Karabakh News
Agency as saying Azerbatjani
forces retreated after the
fighting, leaving bodies of 34
men on the field. Two
Armenian fighters also were
killed.

But Azerbatjan claimed the-
re were 30 bodies of Arme-
nian fighters, not Azerbaijani.
It said Armenia also lost a tank
and two armoured personmel
carriers.

Neither claim could be in-
dependently verified.

Fighting raged in another
former Soviet hotspot
the Central Asian republic of
Tajikistan. The Tajik security
ministry said rebels attacked a
suburb of the capital Dusanbe,

killing four people.

Ta bordering China
and Afghanistan, descended
into bloody clan and territorial
warfare in when a
coalition of democratic and
Islamic groups forced ex-Co-
mmunist President Rakhmon

h
Hmnﬂlhel have erupted
since then across the r-

ished state. The security min-
istry said rnment forces
man to take back some
land in the pro-Nabiyev south-
ern region of Kulyab, but that
the situation was tense.

The fighting has been fu-
eled by gun-smuggling from
Alghanistan. Border guard of-
ficers on Saturday warned
Russian President Boris
Yeltsin they would strike un-
less their units were rein-
forced, ITAR-Tass reported.

They claimed local Tajik
and Afghan officials were
“conniving”
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Naga rebels kill 50 in Myanmar: »

total of 50 villagers were killed by anti-government Naga
insurgent group in the northern Myanmar township of
Sagaing division, according to an official report here Sunday,
reporis Xinhua from Yangon. L ac

About 5 am on Nowemmber 8, a of 25 Naga insurgents
killed 35 Makuri Naga nationals of Hla.innt-lihna village in
Leshi township of the division. .

Filteen more Nagas of Rawpami village of the township
were killed at about 6 am on November 11 by the same insur-
gent group, the report added.

Myanmar has a dozen of anti ment armed organiza-
tions which have existed for over 40 years since, the country
won the independence in 1948,

Rebels shell Afghan troops: reveis

shelled government troops guarding the southern edge of the
capital Saturday in their fiercest attack since a ceaseflire was
singed nearly three months ago, reports AP from Kabul.

The fundamentalist Hezb-e-Islami faction fired as many as
60 rockets and artillery shells on government posts, kicking
up plumes of smoke and dust.

Both sides said they had no casualties, and neither re-
ported any civilian deaths or injuries.

But lranian state television, quoted by the British
Broadcasting Corp, said the rebels also fired on three resi-
dential areas, and that "many residents were killed and in-
jured.” The report did not elaborate.

The Defence Ministry said it had ordered its troops to
hold their fire and honouer the cease-fire signed August 28
between Hezb-e-Islami chiel Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and the
interim Islamic government,
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Bus mjshay claims 3 in England:
bus full of foreign students hit a highway bridge near Oxford
on Saturday, killing three women and injuring 23, four of
them seriously, police said, reports AP from Oxford.

None of the victims were immediately identified by name
or nationality, police said.

Thames Valley Police said the passengers, who included
Japanese, Italian, Russian and French students from the
International School in London, were on the 85-
mile (135 km) return trip to the capital from William
Shakespeare’'s birthplace in Stratford-upon-Avon.

The bus was involved in an accident with a car, and as a
result slammed into the bridge, police said.

] &
Gunmen kill 2 in Belfast: 4 pro-5riush
gunman opened fire in a north Belfast bookmakers shop
Saturday, killing at least two people and wounding 13, police
said, reports AP from Belfast.

Alter the crowded shop with bullets the attacker
threw a grenade among the dw injured, then sped’
away in a stolen car later found doned, police and wit-
nesses said.

T am led by what | have seen. It's vicious sectarian
crime,” Chiefl Superintendent Tim Lewis, police com-
mander in north Belfast, who had just walked out of the bul-
let-riddled shop in Belfast's Old Park Road area.

The Ulster Freedom Fighters, an outlawed pro-British
"Loyalist™ gang, said it carried out the attack to avenge an IRA
:‘*rmbiru in Coleraine, 45 miles (70 km) northwest, hours

“We again warn Sinn Fein and the IRA that the theater of
war will be full of casualties from the republican (anti-British)
community in the coming weeks.”

Britain protests
Iran's statement

on Rushdie

LONDON, Nov.15. Britain
delivered an official protest to
Iran on Thursday over a re-
newed demand for the execu-
tion of author Salman Rushdie,

AP.

Foreign Office minister
Douglas Hogg summoned
Iranian charge d'affaires
Gholamreza Ansari and deliv-
ered a protest “in the
strongest le terms” to a
statement by lranian Supreme
Court chief Morteza

ﬂw. Foreign Office

Moghtadaje was quoted
Wednesday as saying it was the
duty of all Muslims to imple-
ment the death sentence

" State James Baker,

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas,
Nov 15: President-elect Bill
Clinton and his transition team
made clear on Saturday he
would leave foreign policy up
to President Bush until

+January 20, and added that

Clinton would meet few, If any,
would leaders before his inau-
guration, reports Reuter.

in his strongest statement
to date on the subject, Clinton
sald he would support a deci-
sion by Bush to send his chiel
of state, former Secretary of
to the
Middle East if it would help
advance the stalled peace pro-
eSS .

"l think they'll do every-

J

ANKARA, Nov 15: Iran,

on Saturday of the
MdluMHhm-

ment in northern Iraq and
vowed to prevent lran's disin-
tegration, reports Reuter.

Foreign ministers of lraq's
three neighbours said after a
meeting an Ankara’ that they
attached the utmost impor-
tance to Irag's terrl in-
tegrity and political unity.

"We believe that acts and ef-
forts that may divided Iraq and
developments which may lead
to the disintegration of Iraq
will have negative and danger-
ous consequences for regional
peace and security,” the minis-
ters said in a joint statement.

Turkey. invited Syria, Iran
and Saudi Arabia for talks on
northern Iran after the Iraqgi
Kurds declared a federate state
within Iraq on October 4 and
then stages an opposition
congress to plan how to topple
President Saddam Hussein.

Saudi Arabia did not attend
the Ankara '

"We believe that the future

structure of Iraq must

decided only by the free

choice and consent of all the

people of Iraq. based on

democratic principles,” the
ministers ]

But they made clear they
were not happy with the Iragi
Kurdish administration. They
challenged the legitimacy of
last month's opposition
congress in Kurdish-held ter-
ritory attended by Sunni,
Shf'ite, Kurdish, Assyrian and
Turkoman factions.

“It's a chaotic situation in
northern lraq,” said Al Akbar
Velayeti of Iran. “There's no
responsible government
there.”

Dismissing attempts by the
opposition congress to pro-
mote (tsell as a viable alterna-
tive to Saddam, he sald at a
news conference. "Who can
prove that what has been de-
cided there is on the basis of
the will of the majority of
people of Iraq?”

Syria’'s Farouq Al-Shara de-
scribed the congress as "a way

- which might lead to dividing
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TOKYO : Members of Greenpeace Japan watch their flag ship, the Rainbow Warrior arrived

International .
' Iran, Syria, Turkey voice clear
disapproval of Kurdish go

Jas to drive

Irag, which we cannot aceept.”
Velayati and Turkey's

Hikmet Cetin noted that |

Kurdish leaders had d

that they wanted Iraq's disin-

But the three foreign minis-
ters said they wanted to pre-
vent the current disunity of
Iraq from becoming perma-
nent.

"The existing situation
should not be consolidated or

| as the partition of
Iraq,” Cetin said.

The Baghdad rnment
and its Kurdish foes have criti-
cised the Ankara mee as
meddling in Iraq's internal af-
fatrs.

Iran, Syria and Turkey,
which all have restive Kurdish
minorities of their own, deny
any desire to interfere, but say
any partition of Iraq would
threaten theéir own security.

Cetin said Turkish forces
which have been fightin
alongside Iragi Kurdish -
Turkish
Kurds from their bases In
northern Iraq had begun to re-

tum to Turkey.

ry presence In
Middle East ;
A strong current o
rkey blames the deter-
rent force maintained by the
United States,
France for creating conditions
in which a de facto Kurdish
state can arise.

The Kurds held parliamen-
tary elections in May and then
sel up a regional administra-

tion for the three northern

fwrnﬂl'lltl they control. The
05-member parllament voted
on October 4 for a federated

Kurdish state within a demo-
cratic, united Irag.

e

at the Tokyo port November 15. The Rainbow Warrior is here to protest on going Japanese
plutonium shipment on its way to Japan from France.

Politicians, media exploiting
democratic values: Mubarak

CAIRO, Nov 15: In an im-
passioned attack on Muslim
fundamentalist violence swee-
ping parts of Egypt, President
Hosni Mubarak today warned
politicians and the media
against exploiting his country's
democratic values, reports
Reuter.

Mubarak, referring to re-
cent shootings of western
tourists by lundamentalists in
southern Egypt, told his par-
liament many crimes were be-
ing committed under the cloak
of democracy.

"Some forces alien to the
democratic work are trying to
exploit the climate of toler-
ance and freedom to publicly
incite violence, spread discord
and divisions and promote
destructive thoughts which

call for ruining one of the most
important national revenues
which is tourism,” Mubarak
said.

"Democracy has given these

ple the chance of rising
and moving to inject their poi-
son” through democratic plat-
forms which they were using
to "justify their vicious crimes.”

"Such people could not
have moved... under a totalitar-
jan regime that does not allow
any opposition view... nor
(could) the followers of vio-
lence and terrorism... have
dared to scratch the security
of Egypt.”

Mubarak was implicitly re-
ferring to Adel Hussain, the
editor of the opposition Al-
Shaa’b newspaper who officials
accused of inciting Muslim

— AFP/UNB photo

militant groups to attack
tourists in a recent editorial.

Muslim militants, fighting
an underground war against
the government, have stepped
up their raids on tourists,
damaging the country's num-
ber one foreign currency
earner.

An estimated three million
tourists visited Egypt in the
year to July, pumping about 3
billion into the country.

On Thursday, five militants
ambushed a bus of German
tourists in The Nile valley
province of Qena in southern
Egypt.

Security forces were
searching for the gunmen in

sugar-cane and corn fields
near the upper Egyptian town

Lanka plans to
buy Pucaro
aircrafts from
Argentina

COLOMBO, Nov 15: The Sri
Lanka air force is planning to
buy six Pucaro combat airerafts
from Argentina at a cost of 25
million US dollars, The Sunday
Times reported today, reports
Xinhua,

Officials from an Argentine
company are in Colombo to fi-
nalize the deal with the Sri
Lankan Defense Ministry, the
paper said.

The fighter planes from
Argentina will replace the Sia
Machettis aircraft in the Sri
Lankan air force purchased
from Italy. -

Defense analysts said that
the Pucaro aircraflts were as-
sembled in Argentina while
the engines were manufac-
tured in France,

thing they can to keep it go-
ing,” Clinton said of the Bush
administration as he com-
pleted nearly six hours on the
golfl course. "I'll support what-
ever they do. It's President
Bush's call. I'll support.”
Clinton spent a restiul day
on Saturday as he prepared to
host top congressional
Democrats today and then
make his first wvisit to
Washington later in the week.
Samuel Berger, the Clinton
transition's National Security
adviser, said Clinton would
Jeave US foreign policy to Bush
until Clinton is inaugurated on
20

"We Il:aténd to be as

Rebel leader declares

ML in part of Chechnya

MOSCOW, Nov 15: A rebel
leader in southern Russia de-
clared martial law in part of
the Chechen Autonomous
Republic to counter an alleged
threat of Russian invasion, re-
ports Xinhua.

itar-Tass ncws agency said
Dzhokhar Dudayev, leading his
region's year-old bid for inde-
pendence, signed a decrece
putting a new defence council
incharge of western Chechnya.

But Rugsian Defence
Minister Pavel Grachev re-
peated a denial that the
Kremlin's troop, sent in two
wecks ago to suppress an out-
break of ethnic violence in the
northern Caucasus region, had
any intention of attacking
Chechnya.

"No such plans have been
drawn up, are being drawn up

supportive as possible of
President Bush during this
period,” Berger told Cable
News Network's "newsmaker
Saturday.”

Clinton received congratula-
tory calls from various world
leaders after his election on
November 3. Many have ex-
pressed interest in what a
Clinton Presidency would be
like.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin has said he meet
Clinton as soon as possible.
While stressing that Clinton
will not ignore foreign poli
to concentrate on domestic a?
fairs, Berger said continuity
was also important and that

or will be drawn up,” he said in
a television interview. “Let the
Chechen people and their
leaders live in peace.”

Local news media reported
‘sporadic fighting in another
war-torn region of the former
Soviet Union, the central Asian
Republic of Tajikistan.

Tajik radio announced the
formation of a new people's
democratic army of Tajtkistan,
made up of all armed units in
and around the capital,
Dushanbe.

Local journalists said sup-
porters of ousted ex-commu-
nist President Rakhmon Na-
biyev had surrounded Dushan-
be with an economic blockade.

Tajik radio's announce-
ment, monitored by the British
Broadcastin Corporation,
demanded the lifting of the
blockade

- main topic was ex

| Edward Kennedy. "

13 Sikhs killed
In encounters

with forces

CHANDIGARH, Nov 15; Thi-
rteen militants were killed ‘in
different encounters with se-
curity forces in Punjab early
today, reports PTI.

Four militants of the Babbar
Khalsa were killed in Majitha
area of Amristar district. One

of the slain ultras was identi-
fied as Kuldip Singh alias Fajui,

an area commander of the out-
fir.

Seven AK-47 rifles, six
rockel launchers, 300 detona-
tors and over 6,000 cartridges
were recovered from the site.

In the same district, three
militants of the Khalistan
Liberation Force were killed in
Tarn Taran area.

Ten AK-47 rifles one AK-74
rifle, 11 plastic bombs, and
over 900 cartridges were re-
covered from the site.

A woman militant Harvinder
Kaur Khalsa allas Mummy, and
her male accomplice were-
killed near village Gungrana

Peres 1n Cairo .,
for talks with

Egyptian leaders

CAIRO, Nov 15: Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres of
Israel arrived Sunday to dis-
cuss with Egyptian leaders the
stalled Middle East peace ne-
gotiations, reports AP.

As the only Arab coun
linked by peace treaty wit
Isracl, Egypt is not a party to
the talks. But both sides see
Cairo as an important inter-
locutor, a conduit for Israel
ideas and an adviser to the
Arabs on how to negotiate with

the Israelis.
Peres had breakfast with

President Hosni Mubarak
shortly after his arrival and was
meeting later with the
Egyptian counterpart, Foreign
Minister Amr Moussa. Their
pected ta be
the status of Israel's negotia-
tions with Palestinians over

the future of the occupied
West Bank and Gaza.

US senators for
o1l embargo
against Libya

WASHINGTON, Nov 15: Ten
US Senators Friday called UN
economiic sanctions against
Libya "too mild" and urged Pre-
sident George Bush to press
for an finternational ofl em-
bargo to force Tripoli to ex-
tradite two accused terrorists,
reports AFP.

In a letter to the President, .

the Senators said that a ban on
Libyan oil exports could help
efforts to bring to trial the
suspects indicted in the
bombing of Pan Am flight 103
over Lockerbie, Scotland in
1988, it killed 270 people.

"The current sanctions
against Libya have been too
mild to be effective,” said the
letter drafted by Senator

"America has one President at

a time.”
"l know that at some ap-
ropriate time, Governor

linton would like to meet
with President Yeltsin and
other leaders.

But that would not, in my
judgement, happen before he
is President. | think that there
would be very few such meet-
ings that would take place, if
any, before he becomes
President,” Berger said.

House of Representatives
Speaker Thomas Foley, Senate
majority leader George
Mitchell and House majority
leader Richard Gephardt are to
meet the President-elect

Clinton will leave foreign policy to Bush until Jan 20

tonight over dinner at the gov-
ernor's mansion here,

The congressional leaders
are hoping to put behind them
a lock era marked by poor
relations with President Bush
and his repeated voters of
their legislation.

Foley si d willingness
to work the new team but
also ted Clinton might

have to go slower on some el-
ements of his ambitious do-
“l think the President-elect
understands... that some of
these problems are going ‘to
take a little longer to resolve
than the first two or three
months of the administration,”

Tie Buily S¢S

UK govt okayed $ 5 lakh
arms export to Iraq in '90

LONDON, Nov 15: A mults-

national in Britain
exported to | 250,000
pounds (484,000 dollars)
worth of equipment essential
in nuclear

wecks before invasion of

Kuwaft in 1990, The Times

tial support a nuclear
weapon was scnil
to the Irag Defense

Philips Scientific
Cambridge.

The case came to light
when the Labour s trade
spokesman Robin Ceok re-
leased three documents dat-
ing back to the days when
Prime Minister John Major
was Foreign Secretary between
July and October of 1989.

The documents informed
junfor ministers of the conclu-
sive evidence that machine
tools exported by the British

Matrix Churchill had
been used in munitions facto-

ries agatnst offictal guidelines.
They also revealed that in
addition to the Iraq Defence
Ministry Philips's customers
included the Tuwafttha Atomnic
E Center, where two re-
reactors were bombed
during the Gull War, and the
Hutteen Establishment, Irag's
manufacturer of morta~

unti! after
the start of the Gulf War.

Independent scientists
were quoted as saying that a
large part of the cons ts
could be used to check the
atomic structure and elemen-
tal composition of conventional
explosfves and nuclear matert-
als to measure purity, a fune-
tion essential to support a nu-

clear weapon program.

Carter warns Russia not
to expect direct US aid

MOSCOW, Nov 15: Former
US President Carter said

Saturday werld leaders includ-
ing President-elect Clinton

,should push Ukraine to give up

its nuclear arms, an issue

likely to be one of Clinton's

first foreign policy challenges,
reports AP.

Carter also said he would
advise Clinton to boost techni-
cal assistance to the ex-Soviet
republics and remove remain-
ing Cold War restrictions on
trade. But he warmmed Russia

not to expect more direct US

financtal aid.

"US aid ethsr than food...
likely will be minimal. Our
country’s budget has been al-
mosi in the last 12
years,” said Carter, few
opportunities during a ncws
conference at the US ambas-
sador's residence to criticize
the policies of Presidents

Reagan and Bush.

Carter, 68, made the com-
ments after a five-day trip to
Russia and Kazakhstan.

Off the Record

* Monday, where
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Charles had his
& L -
birthday without Diana

LONDON: Prince Charles stayed home Saturday for his

44th birthday. His wife didn't, reports AP.
- A Bue Palace spe ‘said’ the pttice had no
publie e ts and was at home. Princess Diana was in
Paris for the second day of a three-day solo trip, visiting a bal-
let class and chatting with volunteers at an AIDS information
centre. '

British press reports, fueled by the couple’'s distance on
the prince's birthday, included a story in the Daily Mirror on
Friday that detailed a taped telephone conversation between
Chnﬂ{- and a married woman [riend.

Wisconsin shoes
for Clinton

PORT WASHINGTON, Wis: President-elect Clinton may
wear a bit of Wisconsin on Inauguration Day, reports AP.

The Allen-Edmonds Shoe Corp, received an order to make
two pairs of 13-Ds for Clinton January 20. The
came from Don Perkey's Shoes in Paragould, Ark. t's
where Clinton has long bought his shoes.

The latest order included a pair of black calfskin plain toe
tie models called the Belgium. They cost 230 dollar. Clinton
also ordered the Spencer, a black patent leather tie, at a
price of 220 dollar.

Drug addict sets herd
of children on fire

MANILA: A sus drug addict hearded 10 children to a
dump site north of the Philippine capital and set them on
fire, leaving seven dead and one in critical condition, the
Manila Times news said Sunday, reports AFP.

The children, between four and 11, were led by the
unidentified suspect to a vacant lot in Malabon town last
were doused with flammable chemicals
from cans left over a nearby construction site, it said.

Two of the children escaped, sustaining minor burns, it
added. : .

The daily quoted a family friend of six-year-old Pedro
Pastor, who is confined at a government hospital in critical
condition, that the two other survivors described the attacker
as "dark, middle-aged, and apparently under the influence of
banned drugs.”

Women voting an
"evil innovation
KUWAIT : Kuwaiti women opposed to political rights for
women have sent t a petition saying that women
voting and standing for election is an “evil innovation,” re-
ports Reuter, '
m:prhmnt.ebctzdbymninm:tnher.hu-chu

majori m&wurnfmhrmudlhtlclkﬂ.m
M-ﬂnﬂounw , said last week that women would able to vote

sooner or later.
But the , submitted by women students of Islamic
Law and | Studies at Kuwait University and published

on Sunday, said the vociferous campaign by women demand-
ing political rights was not representative.

| Germany

recognises

Foley told CNN's "Evans and
Novak™ programme.

One example is health care
reform. Foley said it will take
"significantly longer” thap 100
E to accomplish health care

rm. Clinton wants to lay
the groundwork for his admin-
istration with an active 100
days after he takes office.

Foley said he hopes to avoid
the problems former President
Jimmy Carter had with the
rrsseye gtz i o8
that the to on
Sunday night would be that
"we are going to stand ready to
}.»hmtnmw.'

Bosnia

BONN, Germany, Nov 15
Germany will become the third
nation to grant diplomatic
recognition to strife-torn
Bosnia-Herzegovina, the
Foreign Ministry in Bonn said
Thursday, reports AP,

Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hanns Schumacher
sald notes of diplomatic
recognition will be exchanged
when Bosnian Foreign Minister
Haris Silajdzic visits Bonn on
Friday.

Cermany will waft until
ting I.I‘thl'ljﬂ‘ subsides

figh
e gl v i



