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réports said Saturday, reports AFP
The victims were electrocuted, drowned or buried alive

government-run Dinamina Daily said 2,500 houses
amaged in the eastern district of Ampara

first leg of a Gulf tour during which he was ex

on the plane b
remained in the Arab world about Irag,
hit by a strict United Nations embargo, and about the effec-
tiveness of intermnational action supporting Muslims in Bosnia.
His tour will take him to Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia. A French Foreign Ministry spokesman said Dumas
would have talks both with his counterparts and with the
highest authorities in these states.

Palestinian team won't meet Rabin:
Palestinian delegates to the Middle East
turned down a proposal to meet Prime Minister Yitzahk
Rahin, lsraeli television reported Friday, AFP from Jerusalem

s of Shri Lanka, press
Colombo.

alone. Heavy
parts of the country and offi-

pected to

situation, with special emphasis on Iraq,

him here from Paris,

peace talks have

te, Elaikim Rubinstein, proposed the
tinifans at the bilateral Arab-lsraeli
peace negotiations taking place in Washington.

The Palestinian delegation turned the proposal down un-
der pressure from the Palestine Liberation Organisation
headquarters in Tunis, the report said.

Van exglodes in Ireland: i van

riday in the northern Ireland town of
Coleraine, country Londonderry, causing widespread damage,
local police said, reports AFP from Belfast.

“At 10.55 pm, a van exploded in New Row in the heart of
the business centre of Coleraine (about 80 kilometers north-
west of Belfast)",-a royal ulster Constabulary spokesman said,
indicating that the explosion was a

"Early reports would indicate casualties, but these are as
kesman added.

No further details were available.

rful one.

14 indicted 1n Georgian
prison sex scandal

abuse and doing nothing.
At Jeast 100 inmates are
under a protective court order

AMH'I"A Nov 14: Fourteen
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More indictments are ex-
pected, said Robert Cullen, an

for the inmates.

“It's a very big step.,” he
said. "It's very encouraging
and to the women
to be able to see that when
they are sexually abused, even
. in prison, there are remedies.”

The .indictments followed
an elghl—murlth state investi-
gation of allegations by female
inmates who said they were
raped, put into prostitution
rings or forced to have abor-
tions, homosexual relation-
ships or sex for favours.

The inmates accused 50
prison employees of physical
or sexual abuse dating back to
1972, or of knowing of the

to prevent retaliation, and

many are undergoing therapy.
Since March, eight employ-

eces have been fired, seven oth-

P ST e re 134
g' We e swE"
pended in connection with the
allegations.

The 14 indicted Friday in-
cluded Cormnealious Stanley, a
former deputy warden at the

Women's Correctional
Institution in Hardwick, near
Milledgeville in
Georgia about 80 miles. south-
east of Atlanta. The Baldwin

County grand jury charged him

charged with rape, sodomy .

and sexual assault.
“They're let loose a witch
hunt in the prison system,”

said Stamley's attorney, Dennis

Fortin. "The vernment'’s
looking for scapegoats and the
have figured out how

to run the prisons by accusing
ne in authority of sexual
misconduct.”
The allegations grew out of
a 1984 lawsuit concerning
prison overcrowding.
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OIC calls for lifting arms embargo on Muslims

Security Council opens
special debate on Bosnia

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 14

: The UN Security Council
opened a special Friday
pn Bosnia-H at the

request of Muslim countries,
which may result in tightening
the e against Serbia,
diplomats said, reports AFP.
Cyrus Vance, UN special
envoy to the former Yugoslavia,
spoke out against lfting the
arms embargo in the region, as
the Muslim nations have urged.
To do so, he said,"would not
only increase hostilities in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, bul
could spread the conflict

of food sends some Bosnians to this site (where the

for leftover food.

throughout the whole Balkan
o

The former US Secretary of

State emphasized that even a
of the embargo
could * n the war” there
and ” ize the eflective-
ness ®f the UN peacekeeping
operation.”
Lord Owert of the European
Community. who co-s
the Yugoslavia conlfer-
ence with Vance, acknowl-
edged that "sanctions are a
blunt instrument.” But previous
experience "shows that pro-
hibiting arms sales tends to

s a@*‘f -
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|diers throw their

dampen conflict, while push-
lng arms sales, deepens con-
flict, " he said.

The 47-member Organi-
sation of Islamic Conference
{OIC) has called for the arms
embargo to be lifted to allow
Muslims in Bosnia to exercise
their right of sell-defence.

Also participating in the 15

‘member council's talks were

UN special Human Rights ob-
server Tadeusz Mazowleckd
and UN High Commissioner on
Refugees Sadako Ogata.
Mazowiecki condemned the

Serbs’ ethnic cleansing pro-

garbage) looking
— AFP/UNB photo

pimmc against the Muslim
and proposed creating

“security zomes” in Bosnia-
Herze na o recefve the
tens of thousands war

Twenty-five cwntm
cluding Egypt, Iran and
Turkey, were scheduled to ad-
dress the Council during the
debate, which was expected to
continue next week. The
United States unsuccessfully
opposed the participation of a

stinian UN observer in the
debate.

Following the debate. the
Security Council was expected
to adopt a new Hnulutl:'ldnn
Bosnia.

The subject of intense ne-
gotiations this week, especially
among western countries, f{t

ly condemns the Serbs’
r, re positions
advanced by the OIC.

But #t does not include the
OIC's demand that the arms
embargo be lifted to allow
Muslims in Bosnia to "exercise
their right to sell-defence.”

The draft resolution envi-
sions strengtheéning measures
to monitor the embargo within
the [ramework of UN Charter's

Chapter VII, which allows the
use of force.

To prevent the Serbs from
circumventing the embargo by
hijacking goods shipped
through the territorics t
control, the resolution would
forbid transshipments of en-
ergy products, such as ofl and
coal, metals and other equip-
ment. -

Exceptions would be made
on a case-by-case basis.

Clinton assures Roh

US to maintain military
presence in South Korea

SEOUL, Nov 14 : US presi-
deat-elect il Clinton assured
Seou! on Friday the United
tary presence in South Korea
and help stop North Korea's
suspected development of nu-
clear arms, reports Reuter.

During a 20-minute tele-
phone conversation with South
Korean President Roh Tae-
Woo, Clinton said he was aware
of Seoul's position on security
issues in the divided Korean
Peninsula.

"Clinton said US forces
would remain in Korea as long
as their presence was neces-
sary . . . and pledged to sup-
port our effort to remove a nu-
clear threat f{rom North
Korea,” a Roh aide said.

Cold war tensions still re- .
mained on the Korean Pe-
ninsula and the communist
north's nuclear programme
was posing the gravest threat
to pecace in the region, Roh
told Clinton.

Dur[ng a news conference
en Thursday in Litte Rock,
Arkansas, Clinton expressed
"hope that some
people will be r::rlgttd in a
democratic and free society.”

He said he hoped Wa-
shington "can continue to be a
force for the security of South
Korea. . . (and ) . . . the North
Koreans will not be successful
in developing real nuclear
capacily”.

Seoul, Washington and their
allies fear the north is close to
producing, or is already manu-
facturing nuclear arms. The
North denies the charge.

South Korea, which guards
the last cold war border
against North Korea with the
help of 37,000 US troops, has
said it expects no significant
policy change in relations with
Washington under a demo-
cratic administration.

Nearly 7,000 US troops
have been removed from South
Korea over the past two years

but Washington and Em.lf last
year indefinitely posiponed a
second-phase. withdrawal of
6,500 by the end of 1995 be-

cause of Fyongyang's alleged
nuclear ambitions.

The two Koreas last year
signed a pact banning nuclear
weapons [rom the Peninsula
but talks on verification proce-
dures have so far made little

progress, i

Roh told Clipton he had
agreed with Japanese Prime
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa dur-
ing an informal summit in
Kyoto last weekend that the
United States should maintain
its military role at an appropri-
ate level in the Asia-Pacific™re-

gion.
Clinton told Roh he hoped
trade between the United

States and South Korea would
continue to grow in a balanced

way.

-6 Gulf Arab states start
talks on joint force

KUWAIT, Nov 14 : Defense
ministers of the six Gulf Arab
states began two days of talks
Saturday under new pressure
lo overcome constant bicker-
ing to counter the massive
rearmament programme of gi-
ant neighbour [ran, reports AP.

"Kuwait ts conscious of the
fact that the new types of
weapons coming into the arca,
especially submarines, might
be used to stir up regional
problems.” Defense Minister
Shetk Ali al-Sabah told the
government-owned daily Sawt
Al-Kuwadt.

Iran has bought twe sub-
marines from the Soviei Unijon
and is considering buying a
third. The Islamic blic is
rebuilding its a forces
with purchases from the for-
mer Communist states as well
as China and North Korea, in-

cluding missiles, fighter air-

crafl and tanks.

Tehran is believed to have
spent 7 billion dollar on ad-
vanced weapgnry over the past
five years. .

The six Arab partners in the
Gulfl Cooperation Council —
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Bahrain, the United Arab
Emirates and Oman — have
failed since the February 1991
cease-fire in the Gull War to
come bip with a collective se-
curity p

Shetk Ali said the ministers
would focus discussions on re-
bullding Peninsula Shiecld a
10,000-man joint force head-
quartered in Saudi Arabia.

A proposal by Sultan Qaboos
of Oman to boost it to 100,000
has gone nowhere and a coop-
eration agreement with Egypt
and Syria was also stillborn.

Germany seeks permanent UNSC
seat without right of veto

BONN, Nov 14: Germany
wants a nt seat on the
UN Security Council but, in
order to eas¢ opposition
among the five current per-
manent members, does not
scek right of veto, a senfor
aide to Chancellor Helmut
Kohl said Friday, reports AFP.

Karl-Heinz Hornhues,
Deputy Chairman of the par-
llamentary group of Kohl's
Christian Democratic Union
(CDUY, said: "At the moment,
there are first-class powers
and third-class powers. We
have to create seécond-class
powers."

The first class comprises
the five powers with perma-
nent seats: Britain, China,
France, Russia and the United
States, he said.

The third class comprises

| all the other UN members,

which are allocated seats on
the Security Council under a
rotating arrangement, he said.
The 10 non-permanent scats
change every two years and do
not carry right of veto.

In an interview Friday,
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel
stressed “the reform of the
Security Council must not
make the decision — making
process more difficult.”

Germany, the world's third
cconomic power after the
United States and Japan, dis-
creetly initiated a campaign

- for a permanent seat a few

months ago.

But so as not to ruffle feath-
ers in France and Britain,
which baulk at the German
plan, the Bonn government
says it will only file the official
request when Japan, its World
War 1l ally, has done the same.

Japan has suggested s-etun%
1995, the 50th anniversary o

the founding of the United
Nations by the wartime allics,
as the date for reforming the
Security Council, the organisa-
tion's top decision-making

But Kinkel said: "It would be
totally unrealistic to expand
the council by one or two
countrics. When it takes place,
it must be four, five or six
countries.”

Running i parallel with
the bid ‘for a permanent seat
are plans by the Kohl govern-
ment to scrap the post-World
War Il constitutional binds
that prevent Germany f[rom
scnding its troops outside
the territory of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO]).

61 more Flé
activists
arrested

ALGIERS, Nov 14 : Security
services in Algeria rounded up
61 Islamic flundamentalists,
some of whom ran secrel net-
works to circulate tracts by fax
machine, the official news
agency APS said on Friday, re-
ports Reuter.

Among those arrested was
Mahmoudi Djamel, deséribed

by APS as a "Dangerous terror-
ist,” and two suspects from a
group in Bouira, 85 km (52
miles) southeast of Algiers.
The said 10 of those
arrested had surrendered. |

did not say what charges they
faced.

APS sald one suspect
brought along a fax machine
and printing equipment when
he surrendered in the eastern
town of Annaba.

Members of the banned
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS)
have uded fax machines to pass
clandestine bulletins since the
group was banned in March.

The latest arrests bring to
more than 830 those reported
seized in the past six weeks in
a nationwide operation against
FIS militants.

Colombian army
kills 11 Marxists

BOGOTA, Nov 14: The Co-
lombian army said on Friday it
had killed at least 11 Marxist
Guerrillas and disbanded a
dangerous rebel cell in
separate attacks in the centre
and south of the country,
reports Reuter.

General Cristinian Quinones
said troops had "carried out a
lighting attack . against the
28th gang of the FARC
(Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia) in which a con-
siderable number nl' bandits
were {ound,”

The army took on the 35-
man guerrilla cell late on
Thursday night as it was about
to attack villages in the central
province of Boyaca, killing at
least eight rebels, Quinones
said in a radio interview. There
Were no casualties.

Security forces have
stepped up their attacks on
the country's estimated 8,000
rebels
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U S, India end arms
control talks
without accord

WASHINGTON, Nov 14 -
The United States and India
ended two days of talks on nu-
clear arms econtrol Friday
without announcing any
agreements but described the
meeting as useful and frendly,
reports AP

india, which exploded a nu-
clear bomb in 1974 but denfes
having a nuclear arsenal, re-
fuses to sign the international
non-pfoliferation treaty. New

'\ Delhi criticizes the treaty as

biased in favour of the nuclear
SUpCTpoOWerS.

“This session was not in
tended to produce a specific
agreement but to explore con-
crete ideas for reducing ten

stons and ﬂlﬁtn'm
said US State

spokesman Richard Boucher.
He deserfbed the talks as
“characterized

a
tone b
Boucher sald the talks

‘included discussion of posst-
ble confidence and
buiiding measures and ways of
halt proliferation and chemical
and nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile systems.”

The two sides exc
ideas on getting all countries
to accept Lhe convention
against chemical weapons, sadd
an Indian diplomat, who spoke
on condition of anorymity.

Off the Record

to use condoms

WASHINGTON: Few heterosexuals in the United States use
condoms in their sexual relationships, despite the of
the AIDS epidemic said a national survey puhh-!'ndd‘z

the Journal Science, reports
The survey found that

AFP.

10,000 respondents only 17
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It is just a matter of time before it (AIDS) will

widely into the heterosexual community,”

said the study's
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Mother indeed!

KUWAIT: An Indian maid was sentenced to 10 years in jail
for killing her newborn son to avoid being sent back home by

her employers, press reports said Saturday, reports AP.

Sawt Al-Kuwait newspaper said

the woman, when

pregnant
she arrived to work in Kuwait, managed to hide her condition
and gave birth in her own room. Most work contracts stipu-
late pregnancy as grounds for termination.

The paper

said the woman, whose full name was not pub-

lished admitted to suffocating the baby and stabbing him with

a kitchen knife so that she could continue

working and mak-

ing money to support her other children. They live in India

with their father.

The crime was exposed when the maid lost consclousness
and was taken to the hospital for treatment. Doctors found

out she just had a baby and when she was asked its where-

abouts she confessed the crime.

No other details were available.

About 300,000 thousand Asian domestic helpers

work in

the emirate, making an average of dirs 120 a month for days

that often stretch to 18 hours.

Japan encourages couples
40 have more babies.. .. . -

TOKYO: ‘The Japanese government said Friday that the de-
cline in the birthrate may slow the natidnal economy, and
called for improvements in the environment to encourage
couples to have more bables, reports AFP.

In a white paper
chief of the

submitted to the eabinet Takeshi Noda,
planning agency, attributed the drop in

the number of children being born to better education for
women, a rise in the number of working women and higher

_ schooling costs for oflspring.

More than two million babies were born in 1973 but the

number plunged
record low of 1.63,

- If the trend continued the economy
cial burned on young

nndnﬂddlt-aged

to 1.22 million last year, country falling to a
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ARAKANSAS Pmnident-ulect Bill Clinton {L} and V‘.Itl
President-elect Al Gore take a morning jog-on Friday from
the governors mansion to downtown Littlé Rock. Clintam

and Gore are continuing the transition process and are ex-

pected to announce new appolntm:ntl

— AFP/UNB photo
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urges Gore to
press for

Russian Npullout

WASHINRGTON, Nov 14: The
minister of Lithuania
spoke Friday to Vice Presi-
dent-elect Al Gore and urged
him to support US pressure on
Russia to remove lroops still
m,the Baltic states,

 Prime Minister Alezksand-
ras Abisala and Gore talked on
the telephone, the Lithuanian
Embassy said. It ased a
statement saying re told
Abisala that he l.nd President-
elect Clinton were “very con-
eerned” about the continued
of Russian troops in
Latvia and Estonia

Lithuanian PM |

Mourners bid farewell to hero of the Prague Sprmg

BRRATISLAVA, Czechoslova-
kia, Nov 14: Hundreds of
mourners, many with tears in
their eyes, on Friday bid
farewell to Alexander Dubcek,
hero of the "Prague Spring”
reforms that were crushed by
Soviet tanks in 1968, reports
Reuter.

Dubcek died last Saturday
in a Prague hospital where he
had been in Intensive care af-
ter his car phinged ofl a main
highway as he sped from
Bratislava to Prague on
September 1,

His cofflin, shrouded in a
Czechoslovak flag, made uu:
return journey by air on Friday
and was taken into the Slovak
national theatre. There, four

-soldiers in ceremonial uniform

stood guard as mourners
slowly filed past.

Dubcek, a Slovak, will be
buried today his family had re-
quested that he be laid to rest
in Bratrislava, the Slovak capi-
tal, where he spent 20 years in

‘obscure posts after the failure

of his attempt to introduce
"socialism with a human face.”
Dubeck's sons Peter and
Milany, along with representa-
tives of the Slovak ‘state gov-
ernment headed the cortege
that followed the coffin from
the airport to the city centre.
A fervent supporter of a
United Czechoslovakia, Dubcek
died seven weeks before the
74-vear-old Czechoslovak fed-

eration splits into indepcndent
Czech and Slovak states. At the

time of his accident he had
been mentioned as potential
president of Slovakia.

As the funeral ceremonies

' opened, many of the mourners

considered
first and a

made clear th
Dubeck a Slova

_ Czechoslovak second.

"This is a great, sad loss for
the Slovak people, said Olaga
Bartosikova, one of the sad-
faced Bratislava citizens who
filed past the closed coffin.

"We have no other person-
alities ltke Dubeck. We wanted
him 10 be our president.

Jaromil Antal, a Slovak par-
Hamentary official in charge of
the funeral ts, de-
scribed Dubeck as a t
Slovak and a symbe] of the

Czechoslovak resistance
against Stalinism. ..

Dubcek's burial falls short of
a full state funeral which is re-
served for top officials of the
government and parliament.
He was a simple member of
parliament when he died.

No prominent foreign lead-
ers are scheduled to attend
today’s funeral

But former Czech President

Vaclav Havel, who headed the

"Velvet revolution” which
swept away commuanism in

Czechoslovakia, was expected
to take part and pay homage to
the man whe l'.rlnl to intro-
duce clements of democracy

20 years before it finally pre-

[}uh-cck made a spectacular
return to politics in November
1989 when Prague's central
Wenceslas square, packed with
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, cheered him and Havel,
then a dissident writer.

liament and his first official
duty in the office was to swear
Havel in as the fisst democrat-
ically elecied president in

more than 40 years.

Today's official ceremony
will be followed by a private
funeral for Dubcek’s immediate
family tn Bratrislava's Nightin-
gale valley cemetery.

8 killed as pirates,
fishermen clash
in Philippines

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines,

Nov 14 : At least eight people,
including six fishermen, were
killed during a clash between

fishermen and pirates in the

southern Philippines, the po-
lice said Sat , repofts AP.
‘Superintendent Adolfo

also killed
Thursday in the walers off
Haluk-Baluk island, about 48
kilometers (30 miles) south-

west of and about
880 kilometers (560 miles)
south of Manila.



