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Public Utility Services like
Dhaka Electric . Dhaka
WASA and Titas Gas have lately
been taking recburse to cer-
tain practices whith report-
edly cause extreme harass-
ment to their consumers. The

relate to the manner

fauiting consumers. Nobody
disputes their right to take
necessary steps in this behall,
But it is widely felt that such

able by and
It is seen the previous
practice of serving prier notice

:

payments made by the con-
sumers are not regularl
posted by the concerned s

of these bodies in the relevant
records. This has thrown the

burden on the consumers

spective oflices. This tends to
ereate an uncertain situation.
Only those consumers who are

" ers to make

By A S M Nurunnabi

tem take the trouble of getting
their payments recorded at
the respective offices.

A system cannot run in such
an indifferent manner. The
stafl of these bodies cannot be
made to fssue prior default no-
tice or make regular posting of
payments made by consumers
in their records. Are they re-
ally overburdened with their
existing work? From the side
of the consumers, the activity
that is vistble is that these
bodies periodically tssue no-
tices in newspapers and on TV
and radio calling upon default-
of thetr
dues on pain of disconnection.
They seem to play a more ac-
tive part when they undertake
disconnection drives from
time to time without setting
their own houses in order.

The unreasonable aspect of
the disconnection drives
secems to be their timing. It is
normally found that such
drives are launched at a time
when in most cases the male
members of the households
covered in a particular zone of
operation are out attending of-
fice or other outdoor business.
In such circumstances, what
can the female members do?
They find themselves in an
embarrassing situation. In
some cases, the inevitable
happens: the line is discon-
nected: - while In others,
through amicable arrangement
reached through payment of
some tips, some time is gained

to make payment. The insinua-

tion regarding tips may not
apply in all cases, but in fact

IDB raises fund |
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President Al Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani and conveyed re-
m- and best wishes of Prime
ster Khaleda Zia to
him President i re-
ciprocated the same to the
Bangladesh Prim Minister.

He also met his lranian

counterpart Dr Mohsni Nor-
banksh and had a fruftful and
pordial discussion on mutual
and bflateral asues,
» Rahman said the discussion
included possible areas of
Bangladesh-Iran venture,
expansion of bflateral trade,
establishment of joint eco-
nomic commission and financ-
ing of projects in ofl and gas
fields

Rahman met [DB President
Dr. Ahmad Mohammad AH and
discussed matters of mutual

,ﬂ(ﬂ'ﬂll 8.

' The Finance Minister re-

quested the IDB President to

increase the volume of IDB as-

sistance in socio-economic up-

it process of Bangladesh.

' Finance Minister said in the
st conclude meeting of the

of Executive Directors of

the Islamic Deve Bank
(IDB), decision been taken
unanimously to t Bang-

sh nominee Secretary

Rahman who is also a
Governor of the IDB, piloted
the Bangladesh candidature
and made consultations at var-
fous levels and forums of the
OIC and IDB.

Expressing his reaction,
ERD Secretary Enam Ahmed
Chowdhury who accompanded
the Finance Minister, that he
would try to uphold the pres-
tige of both Bangladesh and
the IDB during his three-year
tenure as its Vice-President.

Chowdhury also thanked all
the members of the Board of
Executive Directors of the IDB
for the unanimous decision to
appoint him as Vice-President.
He is expected to take over
the new assignment in January

" Obituary

Nasiruddin Ahmad Chow-
dhury, a senfor lawyer of the
Supreme Court and an ex-
minister of the United Front

nt of erstwhile East
Pakistan died of old age com-
plications at his residence
here last night, family sources
said. He was 85, reports BSS.

He left behind two sons,
two daughters, grand sons and

ters and a large number
of relatives, admirers and pro-
fessional colleagues to mourn
his death.

His eldest son Rukanuddin
Ahmad Choudhury is a General
Hlnaﬁr in the Petrobangla
and the youngest son Zaglul
Ahmad Choudhury is the dip-
lomatic correspondent of the
national news ., BSS,

The body of Chowdhury
would be taken to his village
home at Habiganj district this
momming for burial at the family

Mr Chowdhury died within
hours after he rﬁyll sick while
watching television progra-
snmes at hip Bakshibazar
residence.

Ope of the senfor-most law-
yers of the country, Nasiruddin
Ahmad were clected MLA
three times from Asam-Bengal

before partition.

Bothersome Practices by Public Utility Services

such things happen. Some ob-
servers, disgusted with the
wrong timing of such opera-
ttons, have been heard to
comment that the ulterior
motive for such actions may be
some gains from households
thrown into such awkward sit-
uations.

Cannot these bodies choose
a sensible timing for their
drives? Il they really mean
business without allowing any
of thetr stafl to reap any unfair
gains, they mmy select for their
drives Friday or any other pub-
lic holiday, when in most cases
the male members of house-
holds are expected home. But
before resorting to the ex-
treme step for disconnection,
it 1s felt to be fair and reason-
able to give the alleged de-
faulters a prior notice of their
default. There will be no cause
for complaint if after such no-
tice the arrears remain unpaid.

There is also an urgent

-need for simplifying the pro-

cedure for payment through
banks. The existing system is
cumbersome and time con-
suming. It is inherent in fol-
hwmi a double formality: first
to collect the scroll nu r by
forming one queue and then
to form another queue to make
payment. The whole exercise
is exasperating and exhausting,
and normally takes one hour to
one and a half hours to com-
plete one's business. The rem-
edy lies in introducing one
queue system at all receiving
banks, as followed at present
at some small branches of such

Prejudices
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The ideas and activities in

the family planning pro-

gramme are not new in the

country. On this soil, the activ-
itics began as early as 1953,

Since the establishment of

the Family Planning Associa-

tion in 1953, family planning

activities in the country have

been carried out
distinct phases.

in (five

From 1953 to 1955, volun-
tary activities in the field of
family planning got started

without government support.

Voluntary activities with
limited government support
started in 1955 and continued
until 1960.

The government announced
its first national family plan-
ning programme in 1960
which continued till 1965 and
the government expanded FP
programme [rom 1065
began filed-based counsellin
during 1965 and (it continu
until 1975. .

The multisectoral and bro-
ad-based FP programme, begi-
nning 1973, with development
orfented |[EC activities, comm-
unity mobilisation and func-
tional integration and mother
and child health based FP
pro activities.

According to the 1991 pop-
ulatign census, the total of
population of the country is
110 milllon, which is increas-
ing at an annual growth rate of
about 2.2 per cent.

Muggers stab one,

rob salary

Bg DMCH Correspondent
ne person was stabbed and

robbed of Taka 4,100 in the
city at around 5pm yesterday.

The victim, identified as
Mohammed Rana, 20, a
worker of Katchpur Steel
Workshop, was returning to
Dhania with his salary.

A group of muggers num-
bering about five stopped him
on the way home at Jurain and
demanded the money. As he
refused to do so, the muggers
stabbed him and snatched
away all the monies. _

llega
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Mourners carrying the body of Syed Altal Hossain after Namaj-e~Janaza at Baitul Mukrram

Mosque yesterday Story on Page 1
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_ﬁenal, dialysis units |
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basts.

Nephrology unit in the pae-
diatric wards of the hospitals
will also be opened soon, ac-
cording to the Minister,
Physicians s t that a unit
should be opened at least in all
district hospitals.

"Make sure that not a single
patient leave hospital without
treatment,” a senior adminis-
trator at the IPGMR quoted
the Minister as telling them
during the visit. The ministe-
rial directtive came a few days
alter this newspaper broke the
story that a large number of
child patients weore being de-
nied admission and dialysis for
want of beds and dialysis sets.

A child attacked with the
disease requires d is within
24 hours of the attack, and vic-
tims in the remote areas
mostly die just because thetr
parents cannot make it to the
capital, the only place that can
offer some kind of treatment,
in time. -

According to Dr Hossain,
lack of logistic support in
treating the growing number
of patients has been one of the
impediments, but still the rate
of mortality, until recently 80
to 85 per cent, he says, has
been brought down to 50 to 60
per 100 patients.

Talking to The Daily Star,
the Health Minister said that
he was looking into the possi-
bility of chanpeling more funds
to deal with the mysterious
disease, adding that the num-
ber of beds in the Shishu
Hospital for ARF patients
would be increased soon.

The International Centre
for Diarrhoeal Diséase and
Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR.B)
is also set to open a unit to
{reat acute renal [ailure that
often attacks diarrhoeal child
patents.

The IPGMR is at present

| training a number of ICDDR.B

people, said Prof T A

Chowdhury, the Director of the
IPGMR.

The authorities have also
ordered procurement of peri-
toncal dialysis (PD) sets. The
PD is the only treatment for
renal faflure.

Scarcity of these ‘sets,
mostly imported from Germa-
ny and Japan, have made
things worse for the poor
parents of the minor nts.
The ones meant for the adults
are being used for the
children, making it all the
more difficult for the physi-
«<lans who are themselves scar-
ce in number. The Minister
has also ordered to post two
more medical officers In the
ARF unit at the IPGMR.

Prof T A Chowdhury said
that the supplier who was
awarded the contract to pro-
vide PD scts was supposed to
make those available soon.

Moreover, the
Pharmaceuticals, alter
approached by the govern-
ment, has offered to supply
enough PD sets to meet the
requirement for a year “free of
cost on humanitarian ground”,
Prof said.

Since the disease took an
epidemic form, the prices of
the sets have soared from lass
than Tk 300 to Tk 270 each in

only one month's time, a pa-
tient's father said yﬂt:ftﬂ.y
"Most sorry story is even if you

can pay you may not get it in
the market”, he said.

Prol Chowdhury yesterday
expressed doubts whether the
shortage in supply was "genui-
ne or man-made.” '

"The most unfortunate

is we planned for a 'local
purchase’ to meet
situation but sets are not avail-
able in the market,” Chow-
dhury said but noted that "the
situation will ease within a
month” with thé arrival of sup-
ply from the contractor as well
as the Glaxo.

Glaxo

Rohingyas
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ing repatriation at Rangikhali
transit camp. Bangladesh is
awaiting clearance from Myan-
mar authorities for their
return.

Meanwhile, ant{-repatria-
tion elements have still upper-
hand in most of the camps
threatening the refugees of
dire consequences 1n case they

| agree to return home. The al*

leged terrorists, many holding
| firearms, are spreading
words that anyone offering to
return home will be killed.

The anti-repatriation threat

continues despite stepped-up

police security for the camps.
Government relief officials are

also facing threats from the,

terrorists.

The authorities have with-
drawn the BDR deployed in
the camps fo Nov 9 vio-
lence. But an afficial said the
BDR has been kept on alert to
respond to a emergency.
The suthocstion bk areeviol
15 Rohi since last week's
rioting.
150 Rohingyas listed as terror-
ists.

Reports reaching from the
camps suggest that the latest
violence further delay the
start of a full-scale repatriation
of the refugees. According to
local and foreign non-govern-
ment rellefl workers Myan-
mar's refusal to involve the
United Nations High Commi-
ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
in supervising the resettle-
ment of the returnees still
remains the main roadblock in
the repatriation process.

Most refugees refuse to re-
turn home in Arakan because

mistrust r. The
refugees demand that
Myanmar invites the UNHCR
to monitor their rehabilitation,
a proposal Yangon has re-
jected.

are among the’

Land policy_
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in more benefit for all, experts
say.

Meanwhile, an authoritative
source at the Irrigation min-
istry told this correspondent
that a new law for protecting

the embankments is being
drafted.

The law will previde magis-
terial to the engineers
and concerned officials of
Water Development
(WDB) to take immediate ac-
tion against those who would
damage or cut the embank-
ments {llegally.

"The engineers will have
the power to arrest anybody
found damaging or cutting the
embankments built by WDB,”
said the source mentioning
that some officials’ of Raflway
enjoy the same magisterial
power for protecting the rail
tracks.

The new law is likely to be
placed before the parliament
for approval sometime next
year after completing other
process.

The WDB has so far com-
structed 7775 km of embank-
ment including 3762 km in
the coastal areas.

ME talks end

without accord

OTTAWA, Nov 13: Two days
of Middle East talks aimed at
easing the plight of several
million ref: and attended
for the first time by Ilsrael
ended on Thursday without
any agreement other than to
keep talk Reuter.

The mulitilateral talks in-
vo 35 countries appeared
to headway earlier when
Israel ended its boycott after
receiving assurances that the
Palestinian delegation chiefl
was nol linked to the Palestine
Liberation Organisation

Board .

Russian sub
in Iran

MANAMA, Nov 13: A sub-
marine Tehran has bought
from Russia has arrived at the
Iranian port of Bandar Abbas at
the mouth of the Gulf, a US
naval source said today, re-
ports Reuter.

He said the kilo-class sub-
marine, whose sale by Moscow
angered Western wers,
steamed into port a few days

ago after a journey through the
Mediterranean and the Red

** Probe body
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Raqibul Huda of negligence to
duty.
?; drew the attention of
concerned authorities to see
that Huda does not resort to
such act of negligence again in
the future.

The commission remarked
in its report that criminal ac-
tivities have increased in the
socicty for various reasons and
suggested that measures be
taken to remove causes of the
increase of crime.

For this . the com-
modernising the country’'s po-
lice force and training
for them to crime

Film policy
. From Page 1 Col 6
Kanchan, Mahmud Koli, Rubel,
Shabana, Anjana, Rozina, Diti
and Champa.

The Prime Minister said
the present government at-
tached im to the im-

t of film industry and
sought support of all con-
cerned in this regard.

She mentioned the gov-
ernment s to restrict im-
port of foreign films that are
feared to the devel-
opment ui’wplmhca'lﬂlm industry.

Information Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda an-
nounced at the meeting that
Film Development Corporation
(FDC) would provide logistic
support to local film makers in

four films which could
be sent abroad for screening.

* National Film Award, cen-
sorship laws, {inadequate
equipment at the FDC, taxes
on fillms, anomalies of film im-
port policy and issuing of CIP
cards for the eminent f[ilm
personalities were discussed at
the meeting.

Sharif govt
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said it was still too close to
"riba" or interest, which or-
thodox Muslims equate with
usury and which is outlawed by
Islam. :

Under mark-up theory, in-
troduced when Pakistan pio-

neered Islamic banking in the

mid-1980s, the bank 'pur-
chases whatever the lender
requires.
gradually buy the goods from
the bank, paying mark-up
charges for administration.

As the Shariat Court
pointed out, this is currently a
paper transaction, and it says
the bank must actually become
the owner of the goods.

Foreign banking sources say
there is an understanding that
the Shariat Court's rulings do
not affect Pakistan's fore

' debt or trade credits. Bes '

such rulings cannot be back-

dated so current loan terms

fication for this system, but in
practice depositors never
share losses.

A .

Two Pakistanis beheaded in

Saudi Arabia for smuggling

DUBAI, Nov 13: Two Pakistani men were beheaded In
Saudi Arabia today for smuggling heroin into the conservative

all smugglers would re-

cetve the same punishment and asserted the kingdom's de-
termination to fight drug trafficking, reports Reuter.

Stoph's trial suspended as
he suffers heart-attack

BERLIN, Nov 13: Justice Authorities today suspended the
manslaughter trial of former East German Prime Minister
Willi Stoph after he suffered a heart attack. Stoph was to have

been tried together with a ex-East German communist leader
Erich Honecker and three other old assdciates. They ap-

peared for Thursday's start of the trial but Stoph
lawyer described as a heart attack the
ings were then
h's {liness, reports Reuter.

because of what his
night before. The

Monday because of

was absent

Ram-Rahim Yatra prohibited

FAIZABAD, Nov 13: The Faizabad district ad
prohibitory orders here to disallow the

has
Rahim Yatra from reaching
from Rameshwram on

Ayodhya tomorrow. It reached Faizabad this

|

hya. The Yatra which
two, is scheduled to reach

sources said the step was taken in apprehension of
peace in twin cities of Ayodhya and Faizabad, reports PTI.

whurnhthk:dtédru;t

government palace and army

President Alberto Fujimori early on Friday, a palace statement

‘said, reports Reuter.

Rao: SAARC
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the south block. The Foreign
Minister handed over the for-
mal letter ol invitation to
Bhatia to attend the SAARC
summit in Dhaka. A copy of the
draft declaration was also
handed over to the Indian
Foreign Secretary, by his
counterpart Reaz Rahman,
along with a letter of invitation.

Bhatia later hosted a lunch
in honour eof the wvisiting
Fore Minister which was
atte , among others, by the
two Foreign Secretaries and
the High Commissioners of

Bangladesh and India.

R L Bhatia said India was
looking ferward to the chair-
manship of SAARC under
Begum Khaleda Zia and was
conflident of the successful
outcome of the SAARC summit.
He also stressed the impor-
tance of sustaining momentum
imparted to Indo-Bangladesh
relations as a result of the visit
of Begum Khaleda Zia to India
in May this year. _

The Bangladesh Foreign
Minister stressed the impor-
tance of the fourth coming
SAARC summit and the need
for further strengthening re-
gional co-operation. He also
emphasised the importance of
enhancing bilateral co-opera-
tion between the two countries
and also resolving outstanding
bilateral problems between the
two countries.

Hasina

From Page 1 Col 7
m‘p-pcrlund.ﬂuuh-ﬂd.
“This black law (anti-tervor-
ism) was enacted only to per-
secute the political oppo-

UNB adds: Hasina alleged
that BNP was harbouring ter-
rorists to consolidate its power
base. In this context, she
mentioned Information
Minister Nazmul Huda's "frank
confession” that BNP had sup-
plied arms to youths during
the dnti-autocracy “movement

against Ershad.

She urged the concerned
administration to recover all
unauthorised [irearms dis-
tributed to the BNP workers
during the 1990 mass upsurge
as "admitted” by Minister

Nazmul Huda.

The Awami leader
termed the Indo-Ban h
joint declaration during

Prime Minister Begum Zia's
visit to India May 26-28 as
against the interest of
Bangladesh. "People will now
judge who is selling the coun-
try’'s interest,” she said.

Hasina said her party would
continue movement to compel
the government to scrap the
indemnity ordinance and try
the killers of '71 and '75 in the
interest of rule of law.

The Awami League
President expressed her sup-
port to the SKOP movement
for realising their just de-
mands.

The lender then'

===

B Sonargaon Hotel

JOY
RESTAURANT

For the joy of eating

Joy Restaurant—an ideal eating place
nght at the doorsteps of Savar Jatiyo
Smriti Saudha. An intimate setting for
having tea, snacks or lunch with your
dear ones. Discover the joy of eating at
the Joy Restaurant.

it also has a large Conference Room

OPEN EVERYDAY
For booking and other details please contact

Tourist Information Centres -
B Parjatan Head Office Phone : 317836

B Dhaka Sheraton Hotel
Phone : 509479, 863391/566

Phone : 811005/4137
Joy Restaurant, Savar Phone : 441
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