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Evidence against Ershad

That Ershad was a notorious man was known to
all. His notoriety brought his downfall and the
entire country rose in anger against him. But
once brought down, the chilling details of his
crimes have not been ht to the t. Only
the cheap hewspapers were busy pu ing juicy
stories concerning the fallen dictator's escapades
ﬁ ;ﬂft] other diversions. But wtthh:d r;putl—

yellow journalism, those papers ardly
any credibility to make people convinced of the
more serious matters th sometimes dwelt
upon. Yet in the aftermath of the people's victory,
theirs was a natural desire to know where and
how the once all-powerful man erred. Of the
charges against him, the misappropriation of
huge state fund was a most rtant one. But
the issue was not pursued with the seriousness it
surely deserved. The Fairfax was engaged by the
overnment to dig out the inside story of
rshad’'s siphoning out of the kickbacks he re-
ceived from contracts and various other deals to
foreign banks. Myst:rmu';sllr. though, the investi-
gation bogged down over the the
emnment to the Fairfax. i d i

Now the US Senate sub-committee in Washing-
ton has founti fresh evidence that Ershad cha-
nnelled as much as 520 million US dollars out of
the country through the suspended Bank of Cre-
dit and Commerce International (BCCI). Equiva-
lent to Tk 2000 crore, this h amount has been
transferred in collusion with a number of his
cronies and close associates, besides senfor BCCI

Yet the troubling

|

question is : why did we not

take up the case ourselves for bringing out the
facts soon? After two long years it is the US
Senate that does the job in proxy. Surely, the

Senate has its own reason to get into the matter;
and the reason is to look into the BCCI scandal.

One wonders if the Senate had none. of its own
compulsion for Investigation, how Ershad's
money matter would have ended up. With their

enviable reputation for uncove great financial
scandals, the Fairfax in this case however has not
made much of a headway, or at least that is what
we are led to believe. our own standard even,
it should be considered d eful that we can-
not carry a campaign of vitally national impor-
tance to its logical conclusion. To ascertain our
home truth, we have to look for fore findings
in the same way we depend on the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) or Voice of
America (VOA) for knowing the objective version
of any incident at home.

The fact Ershad smuggled out money with ac-
tive help from people in key goaltiﬂna can under
no cimumstances be lost sight of. Those accom-
plices of his in innumerable crimes are still there
and are busy wielding power to cover up the
misdeeds. It is the government that has patently
and miserably failed to trace out those culprits
and has not been able to match — deliberately or
not — its earlier promise on the issue with post-
election action. Sending Ershad into jail for of-
fences like illegal possession of arms and money
beyond any known source of income — Tk one
crore and 93 lakh in cash were recovered from
his Cantonment residence — is to penalise him
for a lesser crime than the most serious ones he
committed. By doing so the crime against the
Ecoplc and the country is lightly considered. The

sson from such a treachery against the nation

men in power should have been reinforced if
the matter were taken in all seriousness.

In this connection, let us make it a point that
the acmuntabﬂn? of the public representatives is
a key question for good and right governance.
Crimes against the state by the custodian of pub-
lic wealth must come under public scrutiny and
be dealt properly for the sake of unfeftered
ﬁrnwth of all institutions. The large-scale capital

ight that came -in news has gone unaccounted
for. Therefore, the declaration of assets by the
ministers and elected public representatives may
be a right approach to bolstering the public con-
fidence in them the people elect.

Game of Good Hope

History of a sporting kind is being created to-
day at the head Stadium in the city of Durban
on the Cape of Good Hope. It is a piece of double-
edged history. On the one hand, South Africa to-
day fully re-enters the wonderful world of Test
cricket, from which it had been unceremoniously
banished over two decades ago ( the re-entry
which began with a Test match in the West In-
dies earlfer in the year, is completed today, this
match being the first official Test to be played on
South African soil since 1970, when Bobby Sim-
g_fm:s Australians received a thorough drughlng].

the other hand, the Durban Test, against In-
dia, will establish South Africa's first ever Test
link with the cricket-crazy South Asian sub-con-
tinent.

The tumultuous reception accorded to the
Indian team by the people of Durban, many of
whom ware of Indian descent and long deprived of
basic civil rights under South Africa's apartheid
system of the not-so-distant past, was a good
ﬂﬁ? Nﬁarl}r all Et“ d]lylckcta atldthc 28,000-seat

um have reporte been sold out, promis
to make the match and the tour as a whglc a mi:g
cess. This is however no more than the Indians
deserved after the crucial role th layed in
bringing South Africa back to the fnﬂd?:ﬂng last
years meeting of the International Cricket
Conference, the game's governing :

South Africa's return, like in all r sports,
was linked to the prt?reaa in dismantling the last
vestiges of apartheid from public life. But the
country’'s sport is not yet t out of the woods.-

Negotiations between .the government and the
African National Congress of Nelson Mandela has
been bogged down for months now, and repeated
massacres of blacks by police or pro-government
black groups, have threatened to send the coun-
try back to the bad old days of repression and
denial of rights. And that would inevitably force
the world community to shut-out South African
sports once again. Despite the optimism ex-
Eeuedt?rthc rban crowd and the captains of

¢ two {eams, the country's links with world
sports remain on a knife's
politicians, both lgul:ck and mﬂc, sort out the.
country's political future, cricket fans are reaping
the fruits of reform even before the people in
general do. India's tour is likely to ensure a clear-
cut undmtmﬂ.and appreciation of interna-
tional sporting by the South African le,
;M:;t:g ar £ th:; rmﬂpt‘!:ycmmu}'back tgrc-

any move e its
inglorious past.
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e. But while the

M-E Peace Talk
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Seventh Round — Israel Indicates "Withdrawal"

HE 7th Round of M-

East Peace Talk was

adjourned as serious
tension surfaced in the nego-
tiation due to vielence in sell-
declared Isracli security zone
in southern Lebanon and also
in the West Bank. Though
there is a general feeling that
nothing was achieved in the
7th round, one can not over-
look some positive changes in
Isracl's negotiating position.
This is the first time [srael
mentioned the word "With-
drawal” in presenting their
negotiating document relating
to Syrian Golan Heights which
Israel captured in 1967 war.

Various in of the
word "Withdrawal" have
appeared in su press

bsequent
briefings by Isracli negotiators
and Politicians but Prime
Minister Rabin came out with
his inner t on the issue
of "Withdrawal® when he re-
acted on the killings of five
Israeli soldiers in southern
Lebanon. He said — “lsrael
would not fully (mark the word
fully) pull back from the Golan
Heights, even though it has
raised the possibility of with-
drawal in its peace negotia-
tions with Syria. As far as lsrael
is concerned complete with-
drawal is out of question.
Therefore, in any future nego-
tiations the Arabs will have to
keep this in view and bid for
the maximum. But in any case
they will have to be prepared
for necessary concessions.
Territories occupiled quarter of
a century back by a power his-
torically hostile to all the
neighbours are not expected to
be purrendered in full through
negotiations. Therefore, ad-

| justments are needed.

The extent of adjustments

Thousands of Portuguese Wait to Go Back

F I Y HOUSANDS of Portugu-
esc who once lived in
Angola are anxiously

walching developments there

following its first ever general
elections. If the situation there
remains ultimately calm and
hostilities are not renewed
between the MPLA gove-
rnment and the Unita oppo-
sition, up to 30,000 may
return in the first half of next
year.

Most Portuguese left Angola

at independence in 1975 and

10,000 have gone back since

the civil war ended last year.

Spry 68-year old business-
man Alfonso Cameiro first ar-
rived in Angola on Christmas
Day 1953, He says: "I lived in
the north of Portugal, a very
poor region with no opportuni-
tics. | came here to make a
better life for myself.”

In this he succeeded be-
yond his wildest dreams,
building up an empire which,
by his own reckoning, was
worth & 40 million at its
height. He made his home in
Saurimo in the north eastern
province of Lunde Sul. In
addition to a prosperous
construction company, he had
warchouses, 216 apartments,
thousands of acres of land and
countless head of cattle.

Unlike the Kenyan
Highlands which were settled
by upper-and middle-class
Britons, Angola was essentially
the province of uneducated
peasants. For the 500,000
Portuguese who lived there
from the 1950s until the mid-
1970s, Angola was a land of
boundless opportunity. |

But when fighting started in
1975 between the MPLA and
FLNA rebels (at that time allied
to Unita). Alfonso and his fam-
ily fled in fear of their lives.
MPLA soldiers looted Alfonso's
business and slaughtered his
cattle. Fortunately, he said, he
had invested a small part of his
fortune abroad .

When he
Portugal in

returned to
1975, he says,

There is going to be another peace talk before
any substantial progress there. The new

strive for continuity in US foreign policy.

would depend on two things:
(a) how much land Arabs are
agreeable to sacrifice (b) the
extent of security zone lsrael
needs. The first point needs
no elaboration; presently the
land eccupied by Isrmel is out-
side the control of Arabs
though legally the land belongs
to the Arabs. Therefore, the ef-
fort should be recover-as much
land as you can and that also
through negotiations as noth-

ing can be recovered by force.

o r character and the pace

peace negotiation might
change with the departure of
President Bush from the White
House, who had almost a per-
sonal commitment for achiev-
ing some form of peace be-
tween lsrael and Arabs. Bill
Clinton's approach to the fe-
gotiations is not quite clear
though he said he would

rsue the process sct

the Bush Administration.
But his stand against Israel in a
case such as Loan Guarantee
may not be as tough as that of
Bush. It would make a lot of
difference.

In the 7th round one de-
tected [sraeli effort to pursue
Camp David style of negotia-
tions when they indicated the
idea of "Withdrawal® from
Golan Heights. They talked
aboul separate peace in real
terms with Syria with normal
diplomatic, trading and cul-
tural relations and mutual se
curity. Israeli chiefl negotiator
said, "When our quest for
peace and our quest for secu-
rity are satisfied, we will not

Though Syria rejected the
Israeli withdrawal position [no
direct offer yet as no docu-
ment was handed over by
Isracl to Syria) by terming it
‘unsatisfactory”, there is no
doubt that this raised hopes in
the minds of the Syrians. Any

separate agreement with Syria,

The new Administration will

have its own agenda though it
said it would strive for

continuity in US foreign policy.

VMuslehuddin Ahmad

which can not be ruled out to-
tally as President Assad of
Syria may be prepared to do
anything to r:t back his
strategic Golan Heights,
Palestinian interest will suffer
and indeed the character of
the entire peace process will
change. Once gilant Syria is
neutralized through separate
peace agreement, even it
means major territorial con-
cessions by Israel in Golan
Heights, lsrael's total attitude
towards rest of the occupied
territories may change. And
with the change in the US
Administration on January 20,
there will be no Bush-Baker
pressure on Israel and within
Israel {tsell forces against ter-
ritorial concessions may gain
strength with the uncertain
future of the Israeli settlers.
Therefore, the Arabs should

For Bill Clinton toe M-East
should be a top priority agenda
ftem. Of course, In one of
Clinton's campaign statement
he laid emphasis on M-East
peace process. Clinton Ad-
ministration must be aware
that the¢ US and the allies
fought one war there only re-
cently. If anyone believes in
what an Indian astrologer said,
"US goes to war in 94 days —
M-East remains a good possi-
bility after Balkan area.
Therefore, Clinton should pur-
sue not only Bush-Baker policy
on M-East peace process but
indeed should make it a first
success target in his foreign
policy arena. He stands a good
chance to deliver peace in M-
East. The environment is good.
Yitzhak Rabin's attitude so far
towards peace process appears
positive despite his adverse

David Orr writes from Luanda

hmmuﬂnﬁﬂhﬁhﬂhﬂﬁ-lﬂ“
will have its own agenda though it said it would

shy away from introducing the try to put a joint front of reactions recent
.element of withdrawal into the some sort ::i look for a com- [sraelt :Hitr- . im III:
settlement” All these are in- prehensive solution of the M Lebanon. The Arabs also appear
tended tutlnduu Syria to have East problems. Any deviation to the
a separate peace agreement will make Arab ition
like the one with Egypt. weak pos - e,y oS

this respect by deal le-
niently with those hruhm'-h
had earlier established cen-

isracli leaders particularly in-
volving King Hussein of
Jordan, President Hafez Al-
Assad of Syria and Chairman
Yaseer Arafat of PLO. Such a
summit could take place in
East Jerusalem. In such a
summit efforts could be made
to lift economic sanctions by
the Arabs on Israel against firm
commitment by lsrael on set-
tiement freeze. Efforts could
also be made to reach some
understanding on the issue of
"WITHDRAWAL" — how much

In Angola’s first elections since independence in 1975 President Eduardo dos Santos just
failed to win the required 10 per cent majority. South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha
has tried to broker a power-sharing deal. But violence is breaking out again and real peace

remains uncertain.

help rebuild the country .

Gemini News Service reports on the Portuguese who want to return to

Lusophone Africa

.tﬁl.,r":_‘.:;_',]! ]

some people regarded him as
stupid because he had not
brought back enough wealth.
To others he was a rogue be-
cause he had “stolen” from
black Angolans.

Now he is returning to start
up import business and re-
claim the property he left be-
hind. So far, however, he has
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Wigzambique

been granted only one ware-
house. His own home was con-
fiscated by the local MPLA
governor who suspects him of
holding Unita sympathics. This
Alfonso strongly denies.

He says: "I'm a businessman
and [ just want to get on with
my work. | don’t hold any
grudges against any one for

what happencd in the past.”

But the country to which
Alfonso Carnetro is returning is
very different from the one he
left 17 years ago. In his day,
Angola was almost sell-suffi-
cient in agriculture with crop
surpluses for export. It was
the worlds fourth largest cof-
fee produecer.

The huge fron ore mines at
Cassinga have been closed and
official production of diamonds
has fallen sharply. Manufactu-
ring output’ has been deci-
mated ‘and now suffers severely
[rom shortage of spare parts,
lack of investment and a
dearth of skilled personnel.
Only the oil output from the
northern enclave of Cabinda is
keeping the Angolan economy
afloat.

Alfonso looks around at the
piles of rotting garbage in the
streets of the capital, Luanda,
and says: "I'm very sad. This
country used to be highly pro-
ductive and effictent. It used to
be a really great place to live.
Now ft's miserable. Nothing
works. All the people with
knowhow have left."

The people with knowhow
to whom he refers are those
like himself who left when
civil war broke out, The whitcs

" ran Angola in those days. Even

menial jobs such as hairdress-
ing, driving taxis and bar-
tending were held by the
Portuguese. About the only jobs
available to the seven million
black Angolans were as ser-
vants, cleaners and plantation
workers.

~ At independence, after [our
centuries of Portuguese colo-
nialism, 98 per cent of the

blacks were illiterate. Few had
any technical or administrative
skills.

When the Portuguese keft in
the largest white migration
Alrica had ever known they
took with them not just their
knowhow but everyt
could .lay their hlnz ?u.z
Telephones were pulled from
their sockets, office furniture
packed away and light bulbs
removed from their fittings.

Alfonso Carneiro does not
defend his countrymen's
record, Before independence,
the Portuguese shamelessly
took the profits [rom Angola's
natural resources and forced
the local people to work on
coffee, sisal and maize planta-
tions. Alfonso insists he has
nothing to be ashamed of.

Ile says: "I employed 250
men and | paid them decent
wages. We brought more de-
velopment to Angola during
the Fifties and Sixties than the
country had got in the previous
four centuries.”

The new Angola he surveys
is the product not just of 400
years of colonial exploitation, It
is also Lhe result of ncarly
three decades of war and 17
years of economic misman-
agement by an aulocratic gov-
crnment.

The war of independence
was succeeded by a brutal civil
war between the ruling MPLA
and rebel groups. The m-
ment was, supported by the
Soviet bloc and 50,000 Cuban
troops, the rebels by the
United States and South Africa.
By the time the MPLA and the
Unita rebels signed a ceasefire
last year, the country lay in

land the Arabs are willing to
sacrifice 1o meet lsracls secu-
rity concern. lsrael should also
realise that 1t s the
"confidence” that is more im-
than a patch of land —

or small — as security
zone. [srael's self-declared se-
curity zone in south Lebanon
cold mnot stop killings of
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James Baker,
because of his intense knowl-
edge and experience of the M-
East issues, to continue his
work, deserves consideration.
Such a step would,
signal a genuine eagerness on
the part of the new Adminis-
tration in solving the M-E
problems.

to Angola

ruins with tens of thousands
dead and countless billions of
dollars squandered on arma-
menis.

Alfonso Carneiro says:
"Things are in a bad way, but
I'm optimistic about the future.
Angola has great tential.
This could be one of the rich-
est countries in Africa. It's got
tremendous resources: oil, di-
amonds, all sorts of minerals.”

The coming months will be
crucial if Angola is to have a
chance to rebufld f{tsell and
attract foreign investment.
While some hold bitter memo-

to stay and are willing to wel-
come back those who wish to
return.

Perhaps more
other African country, Angola
is an integrated society with
no overt tensions between

than any

white, black and mestizos
(people of ‘mixed African and
Portuguese ancestry).

"1 love this country, | owe it
a lot," says Alfonso Carneiro,
who wants his son, Ilidio, to
follow in his expatriate foot-
:rt:f!" "l am an Angolan first

a Portuguese second.”

What happens on the politi-
cal front will have much bear-
ing on whether people like
the Cameiro family are able to
pursue their African dreams.
In the aftermath of the elee-
tion victory of President Dos
Santos and the MPLA, a role
has yet to be found for Jonas
Savimbi and his Unita opposi-
tion.

Instability or a renewed
outbreak of hostilities could
prove fatal for the rebuilding
programme. But with strong
leadership and the right di-
rection, Angola could be one
of Africa’s success stories. [s if

- ultimately likely?

DAVID ORR is [reelance
British journalist who recently

u[sued Angola.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

GacTees. _
Right to express

Sir, This is in response to
the letter of Mr Kamal Haque,
which was published in the
16th October issue of your pa-
F.'r. | would like to thank him
or his support of Naheed
Kamal's article called "No one

| can forbid us the future” and

gratitude for his
ing of the issue she

express m

unders

was to get across to the
readers of the article.

‘I can of many people
who like to think of the

"Rising Stars” ' as one
based on things which seem
conventional for children and
thus
in a style suitable for "young
eyes only”. But when regular
contributors to the page, such
as Naheed and mysell, were
requested to write, we were
told that a fresh approach and
style was uired, so that
readers would

require that it be written”

| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
| tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and.

for themselves and that it was

not just another "junior”
published by adults who Lﬂlnk
they know the young of today
so well and write on mostly
what they themselves experi-
enced when they were young,
or whatever seems 'ethical’' for
a young person to read about in
a national daily.

Today's world does not al-
low for the naivete which yes-
terday's did. The key to sur-
vival is awareness and the t
thing for us who can :
others aware of the th
should know, via the - t.hz’
to do just that. Hdnai',:lr:'l:lcle
on premarital romance could
hardly have come as much of a
shock to the average Dhakaite
tu:nnﬁr for it was a relation of
what he/she was going through
at the time, al the ma-
jority will play the innocent
when questioned on the topic.

who write about the of-
fenct such articles cause the
young readers are very wrong

for while they may call it the
offence of the innocent, 1 am
doubtless that it is plainly their
own indignation at the chang-
ing trend in society which they

are trying to express.

My advice to such offended
persons is simple: open your
eyes to the real world. Teenage
romance may often take place
behind the Hacks of the pro-
hibiting parents but it is not a
crime one may deserve capital
punishment for. And so, if the
media wants to publicise it, so
be it. Freedom of speech in
what we believe is a can-
not be withheld simply be-
cause the issues raise a few
eyebrows. Your case be for
a number of reforms in our
government or the educational
system: whatever it is, it is
something you feel strongly
about. Therefore, respect the
wishes of the young and allow
us to voice our opinions on
whatevér {ssue is t to
us. A reader ltke Mr Kamal
Haque is an example of an
open mind towards the crite-
ria of the generation;
although he very well be
one senior to :mmnjr ’
I would once more like to
thank him for taking a civilized
stance on our side and shun-

ning senseless bigotry against
those who only want to be

hecard and understood. The
former generations may have
plans for many of us, but in no
way does that mean that'we
will abandon our own desires.
It should not mean it.

Judith G DeCosta
Dhaka

Senile ramblings
- and CNN

Sir, The Ilife span of
Bangladeshis being what it is, I
calculate that | have been wait-
ing for the Grim Reaper for
about 25 years. Perhaps, some
angelic bureaucrat long ago
must have marked file "put
up” and quite r:zv a mu-
tant junior assistant secretary,
with '‘red tape’, instead of
wings, must have 'put it up' on
some remote cloud there to
gather celestial dust. To those
of us in this state ol limbo,
mornings are an obnoxious and
trying time. We seem to get in
everyone's way; the Begum's
tongue fs specially sharp as
she commands the help to
clean up the overnight dust,
which always seems (o be
where | am either sitting or
lying. CNN has, therefore,
come as a welcome relief and a
life-saver.

| watch CNN for about three
hours daily and would like to

pass comment on some

deficiencies, which, | am sure,
other viewers must also have
noticed. South and West Asian

affairs, especially the SAARC

countries are totally ignored,
and | doubt if there has been a
single story from this region
during the last few weeks.
Kashmir, Punjab, Sri Lanka,
Afghanistan, the Kurds etc
contributed their share of
blood, but, evidently, this is
not to the taste of CNN. Even
the 'global’ weather report ig-
nores South and West Asia.
They go from East Asia straight
to Europe or America.
However, CNN's lengthy
and wide of the US
presidential elections is un-
derstandable and | have thor-
oughly enjoyed the candidates
being put under the micro-

scope

Quazi Akhlagque-uz Azeem
Anderkilla, Chittagong

"IEanuflﬁun"

Sir, A splendid article (The

,Mﬂ-“m‘.mmmﬂlr

Sept 23), troubling and
w touc our
hearts and cru-

elty the campus community
shows in matter of trees -
turb us. Early this year, a

teachers' quarter m"Tound
two nice trees were felled for

-~ no reason whatsoever

llow can man cut down so
lovely a creation out of his
whims, we wondern. These
people who live here, are all
enlightened and intellectuals.
Some intellectuals murdering
trees! Your article, we hope,
will enlighten some of them.
Keep on the good work. The
Earth thanks you.
Kids' for Saving the Earth Club
No-33355
Dhaka Varsity campus)

School students
Sir, We have nuuﬂdlwith
great concern that dilci inary
condition has not only
rated in the universities and
colleges but in the schools as

well. It should not be
that the school is the ie

home for Imphntm:undl-
tion of education, , Tan-
ners, character etc among the
children.

We would sincerely call
upon the and the
school authorities to take
strict measures for maintain-
ing and perpetuating disci-
pline among the school stu-
dents.

Aceleant Prfooger
Bangladesh Agricultural

Institute,
Dk



