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NEWS BRIEFS

Deputy Minister for Health
and Family Wellare Sirajul Huq
yesterday issued directive to
the concerned authorities to
suspend two physicians of
Salimullah Medical College
Hospital temporarily for dere-
liction of their duties. The two
suspended physiclans are Dr
Safla Hossain and Dr Rashida
Sadia Begum of the pathology
department. During his sur-
prise visit to the hospital,
Sirajul Hug found the two
physicians absent without

permissign, reports BSS,
JS Committee on
Industries meets

The 8th meeting of the par-
liamentary Standing Commi-
tiee on Industries Ministry was
held yesterday at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban with Indus-
tries Minister Shamsul Islam
Khan in the chair. The
meeting discussed matter's re-
lating to sale and distribution
situation of fertulizer, raising
the recovery rate of sugar
from sugar cane and the ways
and means to raise the sugar
production of the country, re-

ports BSS.
10 more die of
diarrhoea

At least 10 people died of
diarrhoea Thursday in 14 af-
fected districts of the country,
raising the toll 10 625 since
July. Health Control Room
sources said they also record-

d!ﬂlroleuﬂ:ctedby
" the killer disease during the
period, reports UNB.

The censor certificate of
the full length Bangla film,
“Janma Data® produced by
Messers “Soni Kotha Chitra”

| work with Russia for nuclear

disarmament, curbing prolifer-
ation of ns of mass de-
struction and “"keeping the
Middle East peace talks on
track.”

Clinton promised to pick a
cabinet that "will look more
ltke America than previous
administrations.” The pled
was taken to mean that he
would appoint more women
and members of ethnic mi-
norities,

Clinton promised to name -

“the most qualified and diverse
group available.”

KARTIK 29, 1399 BS,

, H:lﬂrh:-uuld pick a
secre state, a secretary
of d:ﬂ and a national secu-
rity advisor who could work
together on his
and national ml'::;'mpuﬁr
while keeping in mind the
overall top goal of domestic
economc tion.
Conecentrating on domestic
matters, Clinton promised
both short-term and longer-
duration steps to cure the ail-
ing economy, but said the vot-
ers who elected him president

last week “"don't expect
overnight miracles.”
Clinton suggested he would

propose a middle-class tax cut
as he outlined in a campaign
economic manifesto, but he
did not directly promise to ask
Co for one.

Clinton said he was making
scveral appointments to his
transition team, a step he said
would put the transition into
"high gear.”

Clinton also pledged to
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change two Bush administra-
tion policies with which he

disagreed during the cam-

He said a so-called gag rule
that restricts abortion counsel-

ing at federal funded family

planning clinics “should be re-

He also said he would no
longer send Haitians fleeing
their country back home with-
out giving them some sort of
hearing on their immigration
status.

Asked about his policy for
the Korean peninsula. Clinton
said “| hope that someday the
Korcan people will be reunited
in a democratic and [ree soci-
ety.”

He said the United States
would continue to play a role
in the security of South Korea
and he hoped for success in
the eflort to keep North Korea
from developing a nuclear ca-
pability.

See Page 12 Col 2

‘the [ashion of Kennedy

1992

with Rao

LITTLE ROCK (Arkansas),
Nov 12: President-clect Bill
Clinton said here Wed
that he hoped to establish a
working relationship with
Indian Premeir PV Narasimha
R:dllrm& to the one that ex-
is between John F Kennedy
and Pandit Nehru, reports AFP,

Clinton called Rao as part of
talks with world leaders in the
wake of his election victory
over President George Bush on
November 3.

Rao told Clinton he hoped
they could work together in
and
Nehru in the early 1960s and
the r said he hoped 20
as well, spokesman George
Stephanopoulos said.

Clinton said that he was
aware of the support he had
received in the election from
the Asian Indian community (n
the United States.

He also told Rao that he
appreciated what the Prime
Minister had achieved in eco-
nomic reform since the assas-
sination of Rajiv Gandhi” in
1991, Stephanopoulos said.

Clinton also noted that both
he and Rao were 'Southerners’
in their own country and that
he looked forward to working
with another Southerner”.

Bang]ndeuh Hawkers Federation brought out a procession in city yesterday protesting terrorism and extortion.

— Star photo

BEIJING, Nov 12: About
4,000 Chlnc:c; are serving
prison terms for ‘counter-revo-
lutionary’ or political crimes,
the head of an Australian
Human Rights delegation today
quoted a government official as

saying, reports AFP.

"As to the end of last year
the total number of people
convicted and serving sen-
tences for so-called counter-
revolutionary crimes totals
4,000, Australian Senator
Chris Schacht told a news con-
ference.

The Senator said an un-
named Public Security Bureau
official revealed the figure to
the delegation in talks here,
but warned: "The official did
indicate that he didn't want
that figure taken in absolute
terms.”

"People will have to make
judgements on the accuracy of
that figure,” Schacht added.

Western Human Rights ac-_

tivists charge that "counter-
revolutionary crimes”™ are often

arbitrary
communist leaders to perse-

and used by China's .

China jails 4000 dissidents

cute political enemies, such as
the lcnd:rl of the 1989 pro-

democracy protests.

Schacht said he did not
know how many of the 4,000
were convicted for taking part
in the Tiananmen Square
movement.

Apparently in response to
its critics, China's supreme
people’'s procuratorate is now
considering dropping the
crime of counter-revolution,
the Senator said.

"They said that they were
considering adopting a change
in that crime to the erime of
treason, which is, as they
pointed out, a crime that is
operating in all western coun-
tries,” Schacht said.

"We would welcome that as
a step forward,” he said.
Another member of the dele-
gation said the number of
Chinese politieal prisoners
would be higher if people held
without trial were counted.

‘It was made clear to us
that (the figure of 4,000) was
people in prison and con-
victed,” Australian Law Reform
Commissioner Chris Sidoti

&

“Clmrl that doesn't relate
to those whu are held under
administrative detention. The
Chinese authorities are not
asking us to believe that there
arc only 4,000 people detained
because of their political
views," he said.

Chinese due process laws
allow suspects to be detained
for three months without
charges, but the rule is widely
broken with some people held
for years without being in-
dicted or brought to trial.

Amnesty International said
in July that hundreds of thou-
sands of people were being
held without charge in China,
including some political and
religious dissidents, notably
Catholics in North China and
Buddhist monks in Tibet.

The number of political
prisoners was in the thou-
sands, including hundreds of
prisoners of conscience, the
London-based Human Rights
Watchdog said.

Many were held without
charge or trial and some were
serving sentences imposed afl-
ter unfair trials, it said.

| Nepal to get 850

cusec water
from India a day

VALMIKINAGAR (Indo-
Nepal border), Nov 12: India
today agreed to give B850

cusec water to Nepal from the
Don canal every day, reports
PTI.

The agreement was reached
at the end of a two-day meet-
ing between the ‘Irrigation
Minister of Nepal, Laxman
Prasad Ghimire and the Water
Resources Minister of Bihar,
Jagadanand Singh here.

Briefing newsmen after the
meeting, the Engineer-in Chief
of the state Irrigation Depart-
ment, Shailendra Kumar
Sinha, said that as per the
agreement, the supply of 850
cusec water to Nepal everyday
would start on January 10,
1993,

According to an agreement
reached between the two
countries in 1859, India was to
give 850 cusec water to Nepal
daily. But following damage to
the canal in 1986-87, water
could not be given for nearly
four years. From 1991, Nepal
was given 700 cusec of water
aflter the canal was repaired,

' T'hr: incident began al 9.
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Royal Bengal

tigers turn
man-eaters

By Inam Ahmed

The famous Royal Bengal
Tigers of the Sundarbans are
increasingly becoming man-
calers.,

I?Ihrmd sources said that
so lar, this year, the rs
killed about B0 persons. ul;l:ll
year, the figure was about 60.
During 1990, only about 20
persons [ell prey to these
predators.

"The tigers have become
much more aggressive over the
past years", Khasru Chowdhu-
ry. an environmentalist wor-
king on the socio-biology of
tigers said after a recent trip
to the abode of the man-eaters.

Only in three areas of Chan
dpai, Jiudhara and Katakhalt of
the eastern Sundarbans, six
persons were killed in the last
two months, sources said.

Experts feel that decrease
in games in the forest, grazing
of cattle in the forest area and
excessive Lresspassing in the

forest by are the
main r:-n“r?ﬂmhthh-d the be

havioural ::h-rz of the

upcctnlly in the mtrrn

of the forest has dropp-ed
swiftly in the past years as the
villagers are using the grass
lands of the forest for their
cattle grazing. The predators
bereft of their natural food
have started feasting on these
cattle,

Whenever, these tigers con-
front human beings along with
cattle, they also kill them. As
human being is an
the tigers have mm:f to
man-cating. At present, illegal
firewood collectors and wood-
pilferers are the main prey.

During the last four years,
man-eaters have regularly in-
truded into the villages of
Chandpai, Jiudhara, Katakhalf
and Morogmari. Even the dog

See Page 12 Col 8

Row over anti-smuggling drive

BDR men, shopowners
clash in Comilla

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, Nov 12: Seven
pcrsons were injured in
clashes between Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) men and mem-
bers of the public this moming
during an anti-smuggling drive
in the town.

Following the clash, a hartal
was :tbn:rvecl from 10.30 am o

iy

am as an anti-smuggling task
force led by Magistrate
Mohiuddin, one Customs offi-
cial, a 80-member BDRR florce

led by Captain Parvez and a 10-
member police foroce had ar-
rived at a market (n
Manocharpur in the town and
had altercation with shop
OWNCTS.

Following the row at 10.30
am the BDR men started ultn,l

hmﬂ on l.t'mpn'mm
5

rludtng twn : pn#n:ru
After the clashes, the
shopowners' lederation imme-

Sec Page 12 Col 8

| Rahman will recetve the WB

i = .
Association Federation leaders.

Plea to return toxic
fertilizer to US

By Staff Correspondent

A local NGO and an
American environmental or-
ganisation Thursday called for
the return of the contaminated
fertilizer, imported from the
United States earlier this year,
to the country of origin.

In a joint investigation,
UBINIG and the US
Greenpeace found that the
zinc-oxysulphate fertilizer con-
taminated with hazardous
waste is still available in the
market although Bangladesh
Agriculture Development
Corporation (BADC) the im-
porters, asked the dealers to
stop selling it in June,

"Inspite of BADC's order to
stop selling, our investigators
purchased a bag of 25 kg of the
fertilizer for Taka 220 in
Dinajpur” during the first week
of this month, informed Anne
Leonard of Greenpeace and
Farida Akhter of UBINIG at a

press conference at the
National Press Club.
Earlier this year, about

3150 tons of the fertlizer

manufactured by the Stoller

Chemical Company of US
which, they said, was illegally
mixed with 1000 tons of haz-
ardous waste containing lead
and cadmium was imported
with Asian Development Bank
funding.
Demanding

that the

remaining stock of the toxie |

fertilizer be centrally collected
in Dhaka before being shipped
back to the US, they noted
that more than 1100 tons of
the fertlizer were already sold
and used by farmers in 12
areas in the nofthern and
southern regions of the
country.

[dentifying the areas as
Shambhuganj (Mymensingh),
Chittagong, Melandaha (Jam-
alpur), Rangpur, Gaib-andha,
Dinajpur, Panchagar, Shibganij,

Khulna, Barguna and
Patuakhali, they said that they
also identified some cropland
in Dinajpur where it was still
being used.

"Some of these farms have
applied the fertilizer both for

See Page 12 Col 7

India likely testing ground

for AIDS vaccines

NEW DELHI, Nov
Experts told a 40-nation .MDS
Congress today India could be
a possible testing venue for
vaccines for the killer discase,
as protests by homosexuals and
a brawl marred the meeting's
last session, reports AFP.

The Deputy Director of the
US based National Institute of
Health, Lewllys Barkar, told
the second international
congress on AIDS in Asia and
the Pacific that seven other na-
tions were being assessed as
lesting ground for vaccines
against Acquired [Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).

“The pave-project aims at
establishing the attack rates of
AIDS infection in the commu-
nity, Barkar said, adding that
the tests would be a trial for
emerging vaccines which
could lead to a future AIDS an-
tidote.

He did not name the seven
other countries where the

project could be stafted, but
New Delhi's health chief, SP
Tripathy, said the planned
project here “"did not
necessarily imply that vaccine
trials will be conducted in
India.”

Experts have said AIDS
could turn into the scourge of
Asia and the Pacific unless
checked through mass aware-
ness programme and the
policing of blood banks, dru
addicts, homosexuals an
prostitutes,

Witnesses, however, said
the congress's concluding
session was marred by brawls,
protests by homosexuals and a
group which called {tself
India's AIDS anti-discrimina-
tion movement.

entered the venue say-
ing homosexuals should not be
hounded as carriers of AIDS
arid demanded Indians should
not be used as "experimental
rats” for any pflot vaccine.

"Why should Indians be
treated as guinea pigs and rats
for the tests,” the protesters
said in a news conference be-
fore entering the congress
venue ng it was a "blatant
discrimination” against people
infected with the HIV virus
that causes the deadly syn-
drome.

Later, the protesters
stormed into the venue calling
the event a "sham and a non-
serious jamboree of pleasure-
seckers” and said doctors re-
fusing to treat AIDS patients
should be barred from the
medical profession.

Wearing black tee shirts,
fiomosexual men and women
marched around the crowded
hall and picketed the podium
as the congress's theme song
"love is cure” played to bring
down the curtains on the five-

day event.

A 1-
5,
B

maintain homosexuals should not be hounded as carriers of AIDS.

Demnnatmtnr: hold aloft pmtern dunng a rally yesterday which disrupted the second
International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific being held in Delhi. The protesters

2 RFP phoe | ",

| Syed Altaf
Hossain
dead

Syed Altal Hossain, a
renowned Ittical leader and
founder-President of
GCanatantri , died of can-
cer at his Gopf residence
in city lastnight, famfly sources
said. He was 69, reports BSS.

A freedom fighter and for-
mer member of parllament,
Altal Hossain left behind his
wife only daughter and a large
number of political colleagues

and admirers to mourn his

death.
His namaz-e-janaza will be
held today after Jumma

See Page 12 Col 3

| World Bank

chief due
Nov 15

World Bank (WB) President
Lewis T Preston arrives here
November 15 on a three-day
official visit to strengthen fur-
ther the lending operations in
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

The WB is the key-coordi-
nating donor agency and ar-
ranges the Bangladesh aid
group meeting at Paris.

Finance Minister M Satfur

During his' three-day visit,
Preston is to call on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

See Page 12 Col 6

AL decision on

Dr Kamal soon
Awami League has planned a

vigorous countrywide mass
contact programme from next
month to whip up public opin-
fon against "undemocratic and

- anti-people steps” of the BNP

government.

Party chief and Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina
will lead the two-month-long
mass campaign December-
January, AL Joint Secretary
Abdul] Jalil told UNB last night.

Issues like the anti-terror-
fsm act, Golam Azam and
Indenml:y Ordinance are likely
to be focal points of the
planned campaign, besides
price-spiralling, terrorism,
politicisation, Indian "Opera-
tion Push Back" and the
Rohingya refugee problem.

Hasina will ress a series
of puhl.ic meetings and work-
ers' rallies in district and
thana headquarters during the
drive.

When his attention was
drawn to Dr Kamal Hossain's
address at Wednesday's meet-
ing of the Mantu-faction of
Juba League, Jalil said Awami
League central working com-
mittee would discuss the mat-
ter and take decision.

Dr Kamal is still a primary
member of Awami and,
hénce, a member, whoever he
may be, is not above party dis-
::ﬂine and constitution, he

Mostafiz leaves
for India

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman left Dhaka
last night for Calcutta enroute
to New Delhi on the second
leg of his visit to south Asian

capitals to extend formal invi-
umnnl to SAARC leaders for
their 7th summit in Dhaka
next month, UNB.

His current tour as
emissary of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia will also
take the Foreign Minister to
Islamabad and Kathmandu.

During the weeklong tour,
he will deliver invitation let-
ters to Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao of India, Prime
Minister Mian Newaz Sharif of
Pakistan and Prime Minister

Iln:r-ﬂ Koirala of Nepal.

rmow:rnlght transit
at Calcutta, Mostaliz

be in New Delhi today.

Foreign Secretary Reaz
the

accompanying
during his visit to the
" See Page 12 Col 8




