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Milnars Div |
league begins
today

Sports Reporter
The 1992-83 Milnars First
Division ericket league begins

today at two city venues.
At the Dhanmondi Cricket

Stadium (DCS), Lalmatia Club,
one of the three teams rele-
ted from the Navana Premier
last season, will take on
newcomers Dhanmondi Club
while at the Mirpur Pallabi
ground, Rupali Bank, another
team relegated from the
Navana league, will play babes
Evergreen Club in today's two
matches.

Warli Club, who complete
the relegated trio, will meet
Sadharan Bima at the DCS in
their openfng match tomor-
row.

Ten teams are taking part
in this year's First Division
league. They are Lalmatia Club,
Rupali Bank, Wari Club, City
Club, Eskaton Sabuj Sangha,
Dhanmondi Club, Evergreen
Club, Sadharan Bima, Bangla-
desh Rn.ihlmy and Agrani Bank.

five teams of the
first rum.m:;I will play in ‘he su-
per league with the champions
and runners-up earning pro-
motion to the prestigious
Premier league next season.

The bottom five teams will
compete in the relegation
league with the two last finish-
ers moving, down to the
Second Division next season.

Evergreen Club and
Dhanmondi Club qualified for
this year's Milnars league by
emerging champions and run-
ners-up respectively in the
Second Division league last
SCASOTL.

Victoria Club and Udity Chub
have made the two Premier
division berths from the
Milnars First Division last sea-

N ganj Rifles Club

shooting meet held

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 11:
The annual shooting competi-
tion and prize giving ceremony
of Narayanganj Rifle Club was
held here today, reports BSS.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury attended the func-
tion as the chief guest and gave
away the prizes among the
winners.

Members of Parliament
Advocate Abul Kalam, Prof
Rezaul Karim and Sirajul Islam
were present.,

Speaking on the occasion
the Home Minister lauded the
role of the shooters of

Narayanganj in obtaining na-
tional and international prizes

He urged them fo uphold their
standard and efliciency.

JU soccer

History Department routed
Botany Department 13-0 in the

inter-department football

tournament of Jahangir Nagar
University at the university

1992

ANTWEERP, Bel-
gium, Nov 1]
Jimmy Connors
won over the cr-
owd but lost out
to world number
one Jim Courfer at the
Furopcan Community tennis
championship on Tuesday, re
ports Reuter.

Jl\IMY CGN"IGRS

The 40-year old Connors
drew warm applause on the
few occasions he outplayed the
tournament's seed, 18 years
his junior

But Courier was always in
control of their first round
match and won comfortably 6-
3, 6-3.

Alterwards Cotnors Ij-:»iln.'-w:l:
"If I'm still able  to walk, I'd
love to come back next year.”

In other first round action
fifth seed MaliVai Washington
lost out to Dutch qualifier
Tom Nijssen.

Washington, sporting a ban-
dage around a sore knee, went
down 3-6, 7-6, 7-6 to the
tenacious Dutchman, who
confessed afterwards he had

never before beaten a top 15-
player in his 10-year career.

American Washington |is
currently ranked world num
ber 12, doubles specialist
Nijssen 278th.

"He simply played better
and | didn't serve extremely
well today,” said Washington,
who has won two ATP tourna-
ments this year.

He said he had been only
slightly hampered by the sore
knee.

Sweden's Henrik Holm,
who has claimed rapidly to
20th in the world, served 18
double faults en route to a sur-
prise 6-4,4-6, 6-4 defeat by
Canadian qualifier Grant Co-
fnnel.

He hit his second serve as
hard as others hit their [irst.”
Connel said of Holm. "His serve
has won him a lot of big
matches but it was off-target

ATP FACES ACTION

Meanwhile, a Belgian Public
Health Ministry is taking legal
action against the Association
ol Tennis Professionals (ATP)
for refusing officials permis-
sion to conduct random drug
tests at the European Com-
munity Championship.

The Flemish community
will lodge a complaint and the
organisers will undoubtedly be
prosecuted, a ministry spoke-
sman said on Tuesday.

EC tournament director

.Patrice Dominguez said on

Monday he had allowed the
ministry officials to carry out
four tests during pre-qualifying
on Friday but the ATP rejected
their request when they re-
tumed on Sunday.

"On Friday it was under my
jurisdiction. On Sunday it was

the ATP's,”
said.

The Flemish Public Health
Ministry spokesman said a
court could hand out penalties
ranging from fines to jail sen-

Dominguez had

tences of upto three months.
A registered letter would be
sent of the organisers urging

JIM COURIER

them to comply with the
Flemish anti-doping laws in
the future, he said.

"If they refuse to comply
they face a suspension as or-
ganiser. They could no longer
organise tournaments here for
a certain period.

The spokesman said a
Public Health Ministry official
would meet the organisers
again on Saturday to try to re-
solve the impasse.

An ATP spokesman said on
Monday they were willing to
cooperate with the local au-
thorities but wanted to use
their own drug testing pro-

gramme.

(Gazza's goal saves Lazio

SEVILLE, Spain,
Nov 11: One burst
of magic from
England midfie-
Ilder Paul Gascoi-
- gne gave Lazio a
-} draw in a friendly against
Diego Maradona’'s Sevilla on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Thye S-year-old Gascoigne,
who wei. to the ltalian side
this season [rom the English
club Tottenham for a 5.5-mil-
lion pound (dirs 8.2 million)
transfer fee, gave the small
crowd some of what they came
to see with a nifty goal in the
38th minute.

Maradona had his moments,
too, almost scoring with a bi-
cycle kick from an acute angle
and hitting the crossbar with a
curving free kick two minutes

“from time,

Sevilla, the club Maradona
joined after 18 months in the
soccer wilderness following a
ban for cocaine abuse, had the
better of the game, one of a
series of f[riendlies being
played as part of the deal to

sign the former Argentine cap-
tain.

It was Maradona's (f[irst

match against an Italian side
since he played for Napoli in a
4-1 defeat by Sampdoria in
March 1991.

In front of a sparse crowd
in the Sanchez Pizjuan
Stadium, Sevilla went ahead on
the half hour when Francisco
Pineda picked up a loose ball
and surprised Lazio goalkeeper
Fernando Orsi with a left-foot
drive from 25 metres.

Nine minutes later came
Gascoigne's moment of glory.

The irrepressible Gascol-
gne, outside the penalty area
and with his back to goal,
turned brilliantly past one de-
fender and weaved past two
more before side footing a per-
fect low shot past Sevilla goal-
keeper Juan Unzue,

In the second hall the
substitutes poured on and the

game fell to pleces. Gascoigne
was among those to go ofl.

Maradona said after the
match he was satisfied with
the way it had gone. "We con-
trolled the game but Lazio
were very strong in defence
Italian players are always to be
respected,” he said.

Napoli sack i

coach Ramen

NAPLES, Italy, Nov
Struggling Italian First [}Msiun
soccer club Napoli have sacked
coach Claudio Ranieri, a club
spokeswoman said on Tuesday,

reports Reuter.

She gave no further details
and added Napoli have not yet
decided who will replace
Ranieri.

The post is expected to go
to either former Napoli coach
Ottavio Bianchi
Vicini, who coached Italy's
1990 World Cup team.

Bianchi, a former Napoli
player led the club to their
Hrst Italian League title in
1987 and a UEFA Cup triumph
in 1989.

Ranieri, who became a
coach after a brilllant playing
career including a spell at
Roma, was in charge of Cagliari
before being hired by Napoli
last season.

He had the difficult task of
taking charge of the team after
the departure of former
Argentine captain Diego
Maradona, now with Spanish
club Sevilla.

Sport
wins hearts, Jim match |

or Azeglio |

Shmuzu — seat of Japan's soccer revolution

SHIMIZU, Japan,
Nov 11: When
Japan became As-
fan soccer cham-
pions for the first
time last Sunday, nowhere was
their 10 victory in the final
over Saudi Arabla more cele-
brated than in football-crazy
Shimizu, reports Reuter.

This port city of 240,000,
one hour by bullet train from
Tokyo, is Japan's answer to the
backstreets of Glasgow or
Naples, where children play
soccer as soon as they can
walk

Its team, Shimizu S-Pulse,
is one of 10 signed up for a
new national professional
league that starts next May.
And they showed their class in
a preliminary tournament
among the 10 this autumn,
qualifying for the final against
Yomiuri Verdy's at the National
Stadium iIn Tokyo on
November 23.

The match is already a
56,000-seat sell-out, an indica
tion of how fast soccer manta
in in Japan

crowds packed sta
dia for the 10-team tourna
ment and next season the
league hopes crowds will swell
when foreign stars such as
England’'s Gary Lincker join

trams

"Within five to

Japan's most popular sport,’
said Nobuyulk! igarashi, a Pulse
official selling club caps, T-
shirts and magazines at a
crowded stall in a city shop-
ping arcade.

sport.

The Yomiuri Giants, the
most popular baseball team,
regularly attract 56,000 people
to their gamies at the indoor
Tokyo Dome. The average soc-
cer gate s aboul 8,000,

The baseball season runs
from April to October and the
J-League will run from May 1o
Novembor

GARY LINEKER

Many ask about the compe
tition with pro-baseball, bul
our interest is not o lure away
baseball fans to soccer,” said
Karuki Sasaki, general man-
ager of public aflairs at J-
League.

The league has attracted
companics such as Okasan
Securities Co, Shisetdo Co,
Japan's largest cosmetic firm,
and Nisshin Flour Milling Co,
the nation's largest f(lour
miller, reportedly paying 80
million yen (672,000) dollar a
year each to become sponsors

"Although the finance in
dustry is in hard times alter
the end of the bubble econ
omy, we look to the J-League
to improve our in the
long term.” said an official of
Okasan which has signed a
three-year sponsorship con-
ract.

Yomiuri team president
Kazunari Obawa said: “Soccer's
status in Japan was oo low in
the past and the time has
come to Wit it by promoting
the new league.

‘Soccer is the global sport,
Japan and the world can come
much closer as we develop our
skills. We feel that Japanese
fans are extremely excited

e

about the new league,” he said.

S-Pulse stands alone among
the 10 teams in the new pro-
fessional J-League as the only

club without a big corporate
sponsor. Instead, 100 local
firms and 1,650 individuals

put up moncy to found the
chub.

"l did it for the love of my

city,” said Haruo Suglyama,
owner of a fruit and cake shop,

who spent 500,000 yen
(4.000) dollar to buy 50
shares.

1 don't expect to make any
money from the shares for 10
years. There were so many
applicants they had to draw
the names in a lottery

His shop seclls bean cakes
shaped like a football.

Shimizu's soccer tradition,
unique in Japan, began in the
19508 when several teachers
started to promote il n
schools.

In 1976, the city started a
national youth soccer tourna-
ment, with 2,000 players tak-
ing part. Shimizu schools have
won the title eight times.

‘I'd like to play for S-Pulse
when | grow up,” sald eight-
year-old track-suited Takeshi

- sOCCeT,

Suzuki, buying a T-shirt at the
club's shopping centre stall.

"All the boys in my school
play. Maybe we can beat the
famous European teams one
dey."

One local official said the
city government was strongly
backing the development of
to combat worsening
morale in a city hard hit by the
decline of its traditional indus-
tries, shipbuilding, alumintum
production and fishing

Of S-Pulse’'s 25-man squad,
15 come from Shimizu and
four are Brazilians. The coach
is also a Brazilian, Emerson
Leao, a former national team
goalkeeper.

All the side's home games
in the preliminary tournament
attracted a full house of 15,000
to the team's new stadium.
Hundreds of fans, especially
girls, are applying each werck
te join a supporters’ club al-
ready 5,000-strong.

Neighbouring Shizuoka city
has caught the Shimizu soccer
bug and is biding to stage a
World Cup semifinal in 2002.

To press its case, it has
proposed bullding a new
50,000-seat stadtum.

‘Mixed bag for

| Chinese paddlers

at Asian TT

NEW DELHI, Nov 11 : China
Wednesday retained the men's
title at the 11th Asian Table
Tennis Championship, defeat-
ing North Korea 3-0 with the
help of Liu Gooliang's dogged
fight-back against North
Korean Li Gun Sang, reports
AP.

But in the women's final,
favourites China suffered a
shock 3-1 defeat by Hong
Kong, who won the title for
the first time. Their campaign
was led by two Chinese-born
players, Chai Po Wa and Chan
Tan Lui.

The Chinese men’'s victory
was their 10th straight in the
championship and the fifth
time they have defeated North
Korea in the final.

It is the [irst time that
tHiong Kong, the Common-
wealth Games champions
which on Tuesday edged
[ancied North Korea 3-2 in a
titanic semifinal battle, have
rcached the final and topped it
with the Asian crown.

Chan, the world No 10, won
a cliffhanger in the reverse
singles to seal the victory at
the giant Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium after China pulled one
back with the doubles.

Chai and Chan put Hong
Kong on the road to the crown
with easy wins in the opening
singles, but their hopes of
whitewashing the Chinese
were dashed by Wu Na and
Wang Chen.

IAAF revises
Morceli's record

ROME, Nov 11: Algerian
Noureddine Morceli's 1,500
metres world record of three
minutes 28.86 seconds set in
September has been revised to
3:28.82 by the International
Amateur Athletic Federation
(IAAF) reports Reuter.

The IAAF said on Tuesday it
had revised the time following
a study of the photo finish of
the race in Rieti, Italy.

World champion Morceli
broke Moroccan Said Aouta's
world mark of 3:29.46 which
had stood for seven years.

Platini to co-head
'908 WC committee

PARIS, Nov 11: Michel
Platini was officially named on
Tuesday as joint head of the
organising committee for the
1998 World Cup finals in
France, reports Reuter.

Platini, who quit as French

team boss after the European -

Championship finals in
Sweden last June, will share
the job with former French
Football Federation president
Fernand Sastre.

“Their presence at the head
of the committee is a guaran-
tee that we will succeed in
staging the most prestigious
sports event before the end of
the century with the 1996
Olympic Games in Atlanta®,
French s s minister Frede-
rique Bredin told a news
conference.

Platini, who had made no
secret that he would welcome
a role in the 1998 finals, said:
"I took part in three World
Cups as a player without win-

ning a single one. Hopefully, |
will manage to win that one.”

Leeds third loss
in a week

LONDON, Nov 11: English
soccer champions Leeds
slumped to their third defeat
in seven days when they were
bundled out of the League Cup
at First Division Watford on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Watford fenders David
Holdsworth and Jason
Drysdale produced second halfl
strikes from a [lying header
and a penalty as their Premier
League opponents went down
2-1 in the third round.

It was Leeds’ seventh con-
secutive match without a win,
and followed their European
Cup defeal by Glasgow
last Wednesday and a 4-0
gue thrashing hgr H.anrhutﬂ

Engineer-in-Chief of the Bangladesh Army Major General Mohammad Abdul Halim giving
away the trophy to the Chittagong Area team who retained the Army athletic title at the

Army Stadium in Dhaka yesterday.

— ISPR photo

S
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Evander Holyfield (L) and Riddick Bowe clown with a cornerman wearing a "Friday the

13th" mark at the final

press conference in Nevada, Las Vegas,

on Tuesday before Bowe

and Holyfield fight for tha heavyweight title at the Thomas and Mack Centre on Nov 13.

LAS VEGAS, Nov
11: The trade-
mark of Evander
Holyfield's career
has been a rem-
arkable toughness
and a warrfor's love of the
battle, yet the heavyweight
champion said on Tuesday a
small scratch he received in
training recently made him
contemplate retirement,
reports Reuter. -

Holyfield, who will defend
his undisputed crown on
Friday night against Riddick
Bowe, has been [lirting with
retirement for the past year
and said if he beats Bowe “real
nice, | just may walk away."

But Holyfield, 30, also said,
as he often has, that after
fighting old timers George
Foreman and Holmes and
journeyman Bert Cooper, he
wants to fight the young, tough
contenders.

"It feels good to fight some-
body who people think can
rock my world,” Holyfield said
"l look forward to this."

*So the bet among ringsiders
is that Holyfield probably will
keep fighting and if the wins,
go against Briton Lennox
Lewis, who put himself in line

for a title fight by stopping
Canadian Razor Ruddock re-

u:nt]}r

1
|

"

Holyfield can't really
why he reacted so stro tn
being cut other than he just

vnﬁn e to bleed.”
lyficld, 30, was cut for

the first time in his career last
June when an errant elbow by
Larty Holmes caught him along
the right eyebrow, opening up
;dttpﬂﬂ':l The cut did not
ave muc

Holy feld tn thee feht mEst 32
won in a 12-round decision.

It did more damage to the
champion's psyche.

"l was a l.lc:l'mkup:\r-
crg,r time I looked in the mir-

" Holyfield said at a news
mnfer:nc: on Tuesday. "1 al-
most ended my career because
I got cut.”

In fact, Holyfield was so
shook up that he lost his con-
fidence. But after talking with
some of his cornermen and
saying some prayers, the
champion rebounded.

A couple of months
Holyfield thought he had been
cut again sparring session and
the old doubts returned:

"I took my. headgear off."

Holyfield said. "Assistant
trainer Lou Duva said it was a
scratch. But when | got cut
against Holmes he said it was a

Hrﬁc ore Holyfield discovered
that it was, indeed, only a
scratch, "It ran through rhy

— AFP photo

'Holyfield hints at retlrement

quit. All these years —
'IH: hﬂrn ﬂghun.; 22 years —
and | never got cut.”

Holyfield, who will put his
28-0 record on the line in the
scheduled 12-round fight, said
“When you see blood you think
the other guy is get the
best of it. | don't ml‘l:;l:Lud,
| wasn't made to bleed.”

The champion was asked
whether the cut made him
concerned aboul the fact of life
that as a fighter gets older his
skin is not as resilient as it
once was and that it tears’
more ecasily.

“If I got jabbed may be I'd
feel that way, but | got hit with
an elbow,” he said.

But when he does retire,
Holyfield said, "I'll never re-
turn. | pray to God that | never
come back.”

Bowe, 25, came over to
Holyfield after the champions
said he was weary of the pres-
sures of being the champion,
and said: "Did | hear him say
he was tired an wanted to be
with his family?"

"You'll be with your " .mfly
for quite a while aiter the
fight,” Bowe, 31-0, said, pat-
ting Holyfield on the shoulder.

"That's mighty nice of you,”
said Holyfield, once again dis-
playing that he counters well

oni'ylnthering.

SA readmitted to WBC outfit

CANCUN, Mexi-
co, Nov 11: The
World Boxing Co-
uncil (WBC) pro-
visionally lifted
its 17 -year-old
boycott against South Africa on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

The decision, approved by
the organisation’'s 134 mem-
bers at its annual convention In
the Mexican Resort of Cancun,
will allow South African boxers
to fight for WBC titles for the
first time since 1975.

“In the WBC we have no
colours,” WBC president Jose
Sulaiman said. "We are read-
mitting South Africa because
we think laws have been estab-
lished which allow the racist
policy of apartheid to be over-
come.”

"Readmission will be provi-

i

g
-

‘stonal until the WBC is con-

ﬂnmd racism has heen eradi-

cated in the sport,” he said.

"It s iubjcct to revision,
depending on how events un-
fold in South Africa,” Sulaiman
said. "We do not want to fall

into a trap if racism contin-
ues.”

Officials said the decision
would allow about 1,000 South
African boxers resistered as
professionals to contest WBC
titles and would permit the
promotion of WBC fights in
South Alrica.

WBC representative in
South Africa, Sam Ramsamy,
presenting the initiative to lift
the boycott, said boxing in his
country was still riddled with
problems.

"Although there are new
laws which do away with

apartheid, the government 1is -

still racist because it pr:fl:rl
the pn:dunﬂnm of whites,”

"But it would be a shame to
continue preventing South
African boxers from taking
part in WBC fights. They de-
serve the opportunity and we
should give #t to them.”

Shortly alfter the decisjon
was announced the WBC dele-
gates unanimously re-clected
Sulaiman president for a fur-
ther four years,

Sulaiman, 61, has been at
the held of the WBC since
1975. He was re-elected
unopposed.

"My [irst decision as presi-
dent of the council was o ex-
pel South Africa for its policy
of racial discrimination,” WBC
president Jose Sulaiman said.
“Now | feel t pleasure in
the admission of South Africa
following United Nations
guidelines to admit Sowuth
Alfrican athletes to interna-
tional nrgl.n]:ntjmu

Erving heads Hall of Fame nominees

SRINGFIELD, Nov 11 : Julius
Erving, one of the most spec-
tacular stars to play profes-
sional basketball, on Tuesday
headed a group of 11 nomi-
nees for induction into the
Naismith McMorial basketball
Hall of Fame, reports Reuter.

To gain admission an indi-
vidual needs 18. of 24 voters
from the honours committee
for election. The results will be
announced in February, with
enshrinement ceremonies set
for May 10.

Other players nominated
were Walt Bellamy, Richie
Guerin, Dan Issel, Ann
Dick McGuire, Calvin Murphy,
Juliana Semenova, Eileen
Banks. Sprouse and Bill Wa-
lton.

Also nominated as a con-
tributor was Grady Lewis, who
participated in basketball as a
player, coach and business ex-

Mount Ama
Dablam
scaled

KATHMANDU, Nov 11: Four
members of an Australia-
Canada team have climbed
Mount Ama Dablam in the

Himalayas, the Tourism
Ministry said Wednesday, re

porta AP
Team leader Richard Wilson

Howes, 32, from Australia led
three others
'I-:I.Ilhflll route to the top of
ihe
(22.479-feet) peak Nov |, a
ministry statement sasd.

through the
6.812-metre-high

The home town of Howes
know

It was also not here
if the any one else was plan-
ning to climb the mountain.

excitin
game,
with the San Die
Rockets and is stil
all-ttme leading scorer.

ecutive.

Erving was a soring &:rwn.rd
and master of the sensational
dunk in both the American
Basketball Association and the
National Basketball Association
over a period of 16 years.

He led the Philadelphia six-
ers 7 years to the NBA cham-
pionship in 1983 and was an
all-star in all 11 seasons he
ﬁlaycd with the sixers. When

e retired in 1987, he was
ranked in the leagues
in scoring

Although chronic foot and
knee injuries shortened his
professional career, Walton
was considered one of the
greatest centres of all time. As
a collegian, he led UCLA to an
B6-4 record which included
three national championships.

Bellamy played 14 years in
the NBA with seven teams and

is one of only 16 players to
score 20,000 points in a ca-
reer.

Guerin, one of the first true
power guards in the NBA,
starred for the New York
Knicks and St Louis-Atlanta
Hawks.

Issel, the new coach of the

Denver Nuggets, was an Aill-
American at Kentucky who
went
Kentucky Colonels of the ABA
and Denver of the NBA.

on to star for the

Murphy, one of the most
small Guards in the
ame a |3 year star
Houston
the team's

Meyers was one of the Arst

woman players named All-
American for four consecutive
seasons. She led UCLA to a na-

tional championship

nered Olympic :Ihm' in Iig.

sc Jofine. had M diofguished

pro-career with the New York

Knicks and the Detroit Pistons.

Semenova ol the Soviet
Union dominated the interna-
tional women's basketball
scene. The towering centre
earned three World Champ-
jonship gold medals and took
gold at the 1976 and 1980
Olympics.

Sprouse was a | 2-year stand
out in women's amateur bas-
ketball during the 1940s and
1950s.

Brazil, Holland
win in World
Super Four

TOKYO, Nov 11: Olympic
champion Brazil beat hosts

Japan 15-10, 15-10, 15-5
Wednesday while the Nether-
lands edged the United States
7-16, 15-12, 157, 11-15, 1§-
12 in second-day matches of
the FIVB World Super Four
men's volleyball competition,
reports AP

Brazil is 2-0, Japan and the
Olympic silver medalist Dutch
team each are 1-1, and the
bronze medalist Americans are
0-2

Ronald Zoodsma scored one
serve, three spike and eight
block points for the Nether-
lands while Bob Samuelson and
Scott Fortune each collected
13 points fer the United
States.

"t was a tough loss, but we
still have three games left.”
sakl Fortune, the US captain.

The top team in three

of round-robin play meets
fourth- place
runner-up plays
place team in the semifinals
Saturday in Osaka, western

Japan.

and the
the third

The final is scheduled lor
Sundciry



