Khulna, DSA, boasting a
of national stars In their
l.hh“ le

Army's hopes of a second con-
secutive national crown when

they upset the defending
the pen

encounter of the lﬁlﬂmﬂ

soccer for the
Sher-e-Ban Cup at the
My mensingh Stadium yester-
day, according to reports re-
cetved in Dhaka.

Bangladesh Army, making
their first a rance in the
final round of the meet, having
recefved a bye directly into
the quarterfinals, dis
very poor standard football
characterised by a mugh and
tuug,'h approach to the game

Very seldom they rn-nnged
any synchronised moves and

most of the openings they did
create in the mateh were

mostly isolated, disorganised
efforts, without direction,
Khulna DSA, who had ear-
lter made their intentions
clear very early in the tourna-
ment with a 13-1 drubbing of
Bhola DSA in the zonal
preliminaries last month,
produced a superior blend of
soccer from the kick-off with
compact offensives originating

from the midfcid.

Although it was a Khulna-
dominated encounter from
the outset it was Sumon of
Ban Army who took the
first shot at goal when he
found Shukur, the Khulna cus-
todian, in between the net and
himsell but the goalie's bril-
liant eflort denied Army the

lead.
Three minutes later Rumi,

the national star who donned
the Abahani last season
in the Dhaka Senior Division
league, threatened the
citadel with a solo effort only
to be cut short an fllegal
tackle by Army defender Selim
Miah well inside the penalty
aTU

__I_- 1 It I"f_ e
Wiulpa DSA = - v bt Nira,
Tamf's lear {n Abahani,
deprived Khuina from the lead
by fafling inexplicably to beat
Army keeper Bibhash.

The Khulna footballers were
far from dispirited by the set-
back instead, they launched
relentless attacks on the Army
defence but were kept from

gaining the lead by the Army
dc(ﬁnd:(s.
e lirst hall, as a result,

awvarded

remained ’
The session of the
match started with the Khulna

forwards trying desperately to

get the winner.

Partha Sisim Kunda finally
gave Khuina the much - sought
goal only two minutes before
the final whistle.

With this win Khulna ad-
vance to the semifinals where
they are scheduled to meet

Netrakona DSA tomorrow,
Friday.

Mymensingh DSA, the
hosts, take on Bangladesh

Customs in the last quarterfi-
nals encounter today. :

Ambia bests nat'l
200mmarkin

A nat nl rl:-m nd two
Army records were set up on
the last day of the three-day
annual athletics meet of the
Bangladesh Army which con-
cluded at the Army Stadfum at
Banand yesterday

The Chittagong Area team
retained the title with nine
gold, fve silver and four
bronze medals while the Savar
Area team become runners-up
with six gold, four silver and
seven bronze medals, says an
ISPR release.

Nk Md Gholam Ambia and
LNk Md Solaiman Majumdar,
both from the Chittagong Area
team, were jointly adjudged
best athietes of the meet.

Nk. Md Gholam Ambia set a
new national mark in the 200
metres sprint by clocking 21-
20 seconds. The previous
record was 21.30 seconds,
Ambia also retatned his posi-
tion as the fastest man of the
Army

Those who clinched gold
medals on the concluding day
yesterday were LNk Yunus Alf
(Chittagong Area) In the
marathon, Sepoy Md. Shafiqul
Islam {Chittagong Area) in the
discus, /K, Nazrul Islam (Savar
Area) in the triple jump, LNk
Majibur Rahman (Chittagong
Area) in the 3000 metres
steeple chase, the Jessore area
team in the 4X100 metres re-
lay Nk. Md Monimul Haque
(Savar Area) in the hammer
throw, LNk. Scolaiman
Majumder (Chitlagong Area) in
the 400 meters low hurdles,
LNk Md. Mokhlesur Rahman
(Savar Area) in the B00m race,
Nk. Md Gholam Ambia
[Chittagong area ) in the 100-
metres sprint, Havildar Md.
Jahangir Alam (Jessore area)
in pole vault, LNk. Mir Md
Zakir Hosain (Dhaka
Engineers) in the 5000 me-
tres, and the Savar Area Team
in the 4X400 metres relay.

Engineer-in-Chiefl - of the
Bangladesh Army Major
General Mohammad Abdul
Halim was the chief guest on

the concluding day and gave
away the prizes.

Hosts to meet Shri Lanka in opening tie

SAARC tourney from Dec 3

meni will be held
at the Dhaka
Stadifum from
December 3 to

11.
couniries ol

stan, India,

Cricket
the SAARC —
I!hrlL-nhnnd
Irllltlhrplnlnth:linuted

I:It
Tll in 5 ress at the

Bunglldtih Cricket Control
Board (BCCB) office yesterday,
Foreign Minister ASM Musta-
fizur Rahman, who is also the
BCCB president, said that the
concept of a SAARC cricket
tournament was mooted at a
meeting of the Asian Cricket
Conference (ACC) held in
Pakistan last month for the
development of cricket in this

part ol the world, particularly

Mrm:r Test players and

promising cricketers who
could not make their respec-
tive national squads of the
three Test-playing countries
will feature in the meet for
Pakistan, India and Shri Lanka
while Bangladesh will field its
national side.

Maninder Singh, the well-
known left-arm spinner, will
lead the Indian team which
will also include batsmen like
Navijot Singh Sidhu and Saurav
Ganguly and all-rounder
Mohinder Amamath, the BCCB
president said, noting The
Daily Te ph of India.

The players of the other
two teams were not known.

"This tournament will give
our international expo-
sure, which should help them
perfunn better in the forth-

Sports Reporter

coming tournament for the as-
sociate members of the ICC in
Kenya next year,” Mustafiz

ﬁhtt}uﬂmﬂﬂu

Itrlhe lmwmﬂl

the m cricket
tournament will be staged on
an experimental basis In
Dhaka, it become a regular
feature this region to
uphold the spirit of SAARC,

according to some BCCB offi-
cials.

In that case, this tourna-
ment may shift to the coun-
tries who earn the privilege of
hosting the annual SAARC
summit in the coming years.

The tournament will be
played on a league basis with
the top two teams meeting in
the final.

According to the fixtures,
Bangladesh will take on Shri
Lanka in the inaugural match
on December 3.

Pakistan will play arch-r
vals India on December 4 and
Bangladesh on December 5.

India will meet Shri Lanka
on December 6 and will play
Bangladesh the next day, while
Pakistan will clash with Shri
Lanka in the last league match
on December 9.

The final will be held on
December 11, a day before the
SAARC summit begins in the

The BCCB will nominate the
man-of-the-match for each
game.

The BCCB has also decided
to offer a special prize to the
man -of-the-tournament.

The nature of the prizes are
to be disclosed later.

The guest teams will arrive ‘

in the city by December 2.

The selection of players for
the h team will be
made at the end of this month,
according to sources.

Although the BCCB has re
portedly fixed the rates of
tickets for the tournament,
those were disclosed yester
day. However, according to re
liable sources, season tickets
for the eastern gallery will be
Taka 120 while those Tor the
western gallery 1s Taka 200
each.

In answer o a query, the
Forelgn Minister said that the
Navana Premier Division
cricket league will begin from
November |4 as scheduled.

Mustafizur Rahman, who is
also the chairman of the gov-

body of Brothers Union,

who threatened to boy-
cott the c, salid that he
would persuade the club to

change its decision.

“l don't like players sitting
idly in the club tent,” said
Mustafiz jokingly.

The dates and fixtures of
the first SAARC cricket tour-
nament were finalised ecarlier
in the evening at a meeting of
the BCCB with its chief in the

chair.
FIXTURE

Following i{s the fixture of
the first SAARC cricket tour-
nament :
Dec 3 : Bangladesh vs Shri
Lanka
. Pakistan vs India
: Pakistan vs Bangladesh
: India v Shri Lanka
. Bangladesh vs India
: Pakistan vs Shri Lanka
D-: ll Final

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

ﬂ"'-lﬂﬂlr

Brothers remain unbending

Brothers Union
will not’ recon-
ler fts decision
“hoyeoltl the fo
' hweoming Nava-
na Premier Divi-
sfon cricket league unless the
Bangladesh Cricket Control Bo-
ard (BCCB) comes up with a
valid explanation ef the violent
incident that took place sho-
rtly after the 14th Damal Sam-
mer tournament final at the
Dhaka Stadium last Tuesday.
About fifty persons includ-

ing some Brothers Union,

Sports Reporter

tect players, officials and fans
but they in fact did quite the
opposite thing," the Brothers
secretary commented.

Giving detafls of the inci-
dent, Mishu said that Police
themselves broke the window-
panes o the dressing room
and lobbed tear gas shells and
then beat up the players and
officials indiscriminately.

Players like Masum, Suru,
Athar Ali, Halim Shah, Sujan
and Morshed were seriously
hurt.

"The condition of Sujan — a

1 _ — was stated to
rﬂcntﬂ*nmh mmm

gas shells and restored to lath-
icharge to disperse some un-
ruly spectators who had in-
dulged in and baited
the police before taking shel-
ter in the+ Brothers Union
players’ dressing room.

Talking to newsmen at the
club premises in Gopibagh the
secretary of Brothers Union
Kazi Mishu said that some
gquarters, envious of the suc-
cess of the club in recent days,
were desperately trying to ruin
the image of the club.

“They don't want any third
force to figure in the country's
sporting arena,” Mishu said,
pointing to those who, accord-
ing to him, hold the interests
of Abahani Krira Chakra and
Mohammedan Sporting Club

| above everything else.

Kaz{ Mishu held some BCCB
officials responsible for the
‘tragic’ incident after the
match.

"A players’ dressing room is
a place where even the offictals
of the tkam cannot enter with-
out the captain's permission.
How could the lice barge
into the room witi:.ut consult-
ing the BCCB?" Mishu asked.

“The BCCB called for the

law enforcing agencies to pro-

he wastaken to the Holy
Family Hospital”, Mishu said.
. The BCCB even did not ar-
range an ambulance for the in-
jured players, Mishu alleged.

"The tournament commit-
tee of the BCCB deliberately
did not distribute the earlier
declared man-of-the tourna-
ment trophy since it would
definitely have gone to Bro-
thers' Zahid Razzague Masum”,
Mishu said.

Citing examples, the Bro-
thers Union scc said that
although the club had finished
as champions in the Navana
league in 1990-91, they were
not considered for a match
against the visiting West
Bengal team last February.

The Brothers players, de-
spite their notable perfor-
mances in the le , are not
considered for the Bangladesh
national team, Mishu ged.

When he was asked to
comment on the role played by
the president of the BCCB
Foreign Minister ASM Musta-
fizur Rahman, who is also the
chairman of the governing
body of Brothers Union, Mishu
said that in a letter written to
the resident of the club in the
capacity of the BCCB presi-

dent, Mustafiz had asked the
club to reconsider its decision
for the greater interest of the
gﬂ_'l"l“lf

The Brothers secretary said
that even the BCCB officials did
not express sympathy to the
injured players.

"Players are like our own
children. And if we cannot en-
sure protection for them we
have no right to field them",
Mishu said.

Brothers Unjon's cricket
secretary Wasim Khan and
skipper Nurul Abedin Nobel
were present al the news con-
ference.

Skipper Nobel termed the
incident as the worst in the
country's sports history,

Meanwhile, the BCCB secre-
tary Aminul Haq Moni told
some journalists it was not
true that the BCCB did not ex-
press regret over the incident.

"1, along with other BCCBH
members including vice-presi-
dent Raisuddin Ahmed, went
to the Brothers Union club to
express our heartfelt sympa-
thies."

"We also made it clear that
the BCCB was in no way in-
volved with police action,”
Moni reiterated.

Abahani Krira Chakra Ski-

r Gazi Ashraf Hossain Lipu,
agng with Sajjadul Islam Bo-

by, a BCCB joinl secre
wcnt. to the Brothers Uninn
club Wednesday to express
their sympathies to the players
and officials.

Meanwhile, the Dhaka
Cricket Players' Assoclation
(DCPA) has condemned the
brutal attack on players by po-
lice and said that it would ob-
viously hamper the growth of
cricket in the country. The
DCPA press release was signed
by Gazi Ashraf Lipu, its secre-

tary.

Kiwis lead by 239

HARARE, Nov 11]:

New Zealand
were 187 for four
in their second
innings, a lead of
239, at the close

of the fourth day of the second
and final cricket Test against
Zimbabwe today.

Scores: New Zealand 338
and 187 for four, Zimbabwe
283 for nine declared.

Despite a third-wicket
partnership of 50 between
captain Martin Crowe and
Andrew Jones, Zimbabwe en-
joyed a productive afternoon
scssion as they reduced New
Zealand to 81-3 by tea on the
fourth day.

AP adds: Martin Crowe and
his vice captain, Andrew
Jones, eased the score along to
77 when Jones was stumped
by Andy Flower, placing the
Kiwis in a delicate position.

But Crowe and Ken
Rutherford Ii:rufh t back. Crowe
made 61 ore trying to
sweep John Traicos and get-
ting out leg before while
Rutherford was still batti
with 67, partnered by

Patel on 16.

Crowe, with his healthy
lead, may his Bulawayo
tactics int first Test last
week by ng Zimbabwe
something like 300 to win in
five hours, a challenge Ho-

ughton decided against taking
up.

Thursday's play ends the

Kiwi tournnd the first Tests by
Zimbabwe since it gained in-
ternational Test status earlier
this year.
After Zimbabwe skipper
Dave Houghton declared his
first innings closed at 283-9
just before lunch—52 behind
New Zealand—impressive new
ball bowling by Zimbabwe's
Eddo Brandes and David Brain
reduced the visitors to 27 for
2 with both openers back in
the pavilion.

Latham, uncomfortable
against the short pitched de-
livery, edged a Brandes lifter
low to Houghton at fourth slip
to depart for 10 and, three
overs later, Greatbatch at-
tempted o square cut a rising
ball from Brain and top-edged
to Brandes down at third man

for 13,
Crowe and Jones then

shared in their stand of 50 be-
fore John Traicos lured Jones
down the wicket, beat his
prodding forward push with
the arm ball and wicketkeeper
Andy Flower removed the bails
in a trice, Jones gone for 28.

Crowe and Rutherford then
steered New Zealand to tea on
81 for 3 from 33 overs, but the
session had certainly gone the
way of the home side.

Brandes and Brain gener-
ated and bounce with the
new g-ll and, on occasions,
Brandes made even the elegant
Crowe look uncomfortable.

A chance for Aussie

TMhopefuls

CANBERRA, Nov A
number of Test candidatcu will
be secking to impress the
Australian ecricket selectors
when they play for the Prime
Minister's Xl against the West
Indies at Manuka Oval on
Thursday, reports AP,

Two of Australia's best
young batsmen, Michael Bevan
and Justin Langer
cluded in the team selected by
Prime Minister Paul Keating.

But Keating ignored poten-
tial Test players Damien
Martyn and Matthew Hayden
and opted instead for Tested
performers Mike Veletta, Paul
Reiffel, Simon O'Donnell, Tim
May, Dean Jones and Mark
Taylor.

The Prime Minister's XI
will be captained by Australian
skipper Allan Border, giving
him an early look at the
powerful West Indies pace
attack.

"This match gives guys like
Dean, mysell and Mark an o
portunity to have a look at tﬂc

West Indjes team,”
"It's wnyl nice to

fresh look at them and “‘H
note their strengths with in-
terest.”

The new-look West Indies
team scored a 236-run victory
over Shefficld Shield cham-
pion West Australia last week.

The tourists have selected a
near-Test strength team for
Thursday's match, with lan
Bishop and Curtly Ambrose
heading their attack.
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Pakistani medium-pacer and all-rounder Wamm Hﬂldfl" (centre ), who
World Cup in New Zealand and Australia,
forthcoming Navana Premier league yesterday at the BCCB office.

piay.d in this y-trl |

signed for Bangladesh Biman for the

— Star photo

Hosts prepare a green-top at Durban

Jadeja poised to make debut

DURBAN, Nov 11:
Promi-sing all-
rounder Ajay
Jadeja, who had
slammed a mas-
terly double cen-
in the first four-day

tury
cricket match in South Africa,

is most likely to make a Test

debut in the historic tour
opener, beginning here on
Friday, reports PTI

With his marathon, un-
beaten innings of 245 against
Combined Bowl XI, Jadeja, a
former India youth captain and
an excellent fielder, has estab-
Itshed that he s ripe enough
for a Test match.

Aller a workout this momrm-
ing, tour manager Amril
Mathur said the team would be
announced tomorrow

However, selecting the
team has been made easier by
nol-so impressive showings by
medium-pacers Subroto
Bancrjee and Chetan Sharma
and left-arm spinner Venkata-
pathy Raju.

Other quickies J Srinath
and Manoj Prabhakar had
bowled quite well in the prac-
tice matches while Anil
Kumble is expected to be pre-
ferred to Raju for two reasons.

Firstly, Raju did not per-
form well in the matches. On

the other hand, Ravi Shastri,
vice-captain of the side, has

found his rhythm with his left-

Cricket at inter-
national level is
in full swing. Zi-
mbabwe, the ba-
bes of Test Cric-

. have done well to have
drawn their debut Test against
the visiting Indians and fol-
lowed it up with a draw against
New Zealand. It was indeed
most creditable on their part
to have saved the latter match
in which, at one stage, the
Kiwis looked like winning.

The Indians have moved
into adjacent South Africa to
begin the historic series of
four Tests and seven one-day-
ers marking the revival of ofli-
cial cricket in South Africa af-
ter a lapse of 22 years. Quite a
few of South African cricket
fans are likely to have nostalgic
memories of the last Test se-
riee against the visiting
Australians, who suflered a 0-4
drubbing, back in 1970.

South Alrica's long isolation
from international cricket, of
course interspersed by visiting
rebel teams, has not really put
them a long way backward.
This was ably demonstrated by
them in the World Cup early
this year when they surprised
the entire world by reaching
the last four and, but for the
rueful rain rules, were almost
in the final.

Their return to the multi-
racial Test arena was marked
by their defeat at the hands of
the mighty Caribbeans in the
one-ofl Test in Bridgetown last
April. They are now playing
host to the Indians, the first
official coloured team to visit
the African state, and the first
Test opens at Durban next
Friday. This Test will long be
remembered in the sporting
annals as marking the end of

| apartheid and revival of official

international cricket in South
Africa, which had to bow down
to world opinion and give up
its apartheid policy, if not in
all spheres of life, at least in
sports.

The wvisiting Indian team
would be eager to re-establish
themselves in Test cricket,
where their performance iIn
the recent past have not been
very encouraging. Having lost
the series 4-0 to the
Australians last winter, Indian
skipper Muhammad Azharu-
ddin is under tremendous
mental pressure, and so also
will be most of his team-mates.
If they can achieve success on

this tour they will return home
with confidence to face

Graham Geoch's men, who will
be in India at the beginning of

new ycar.

hand spin.

Kiran More is most likely to
kecp the wickets as Vijay
Yadav is yet to prove his skills
here

And Praveen Amre, in most
likelthood, may have to be
content with being the 12th
T,

By ticket sales and popular-

AJAY JADEJA

ity wise, the first Test, to be
played at the Kinghead
Stadfum where most of the
28,000 seats have been sold
out, is going to be a grand
show.
The experienced Indians
have a tough task ahead though
their opposition is a little raw
in the sphere of inter national

EXPOSUres.

However, even their lesser
known [ast bowlers — like
Brett Schultz — have
the weaknesses of Indian
batsmen on a bouncy wicket.

The home side's strength is
the weaknesses and vulnera-
bility of the Indians to rising
deliveries.

That South Africa are wholly
dependent on pace and bounce
is clear from the fact that the
wicket has a thick layer of
grass. And it looks as green as
the outfield.

The hosts’ main sirike
bowler, Allan Donald, will ap
pear for a fitness test tomor-
row morning in the presence
ol public, the United Cricket
Board of South Africa (UCBSA)
announced today.

The Indian and South
Alrican camps will thrash out
the contentious umpires issue
on Thursday in front of former
Indian captain Clive

Lloyd is the International
Cricket Council appointed
match referee for the first two
Tests.

India want the unprece-
dented panel of three umpires
— West Indian Steve Bucknor,
Karl Liebenberg and Cyril
Mitchley — rotated on a day
day basis, while the Sout
Alricans lavour a change aller
cach session of play.

By A M Chowdhury

The Indians did not per-
form all that well in Zimbabwe,
but did warm up well for the
South African part, where they
have alrcady put up signals of
prowess. The strength of the
Indians lie in their batting line
up, which is full of talented
players. The mainstay will be
provided by Sangay Manjrekar,
Muhammad Azharuddin and, of
course, Sachin Tendulkar. If
these three stroke-makers
find their true form nothing
could be more exciting {rom
the point of view of the spécta-
tors. Ajay Jadcja, the talented
youngster, is likely to ride on
his double century and it is
good to see Manjrekar and
Tendulkar in very fine nip. The
Indians would only hope for
their skipper to get over his
'‘pressure’ early in the series.
Ravi Shastri, with his deter-
mined approach to the game;
Kapil Dev, the f[lamboyant
stroke-maker; Kiran More and
Manoj Prabhakar, both very
capable batsmen, are going to
provide enough solidity to the
Indian batting.

M AZHARUDDIN
But the Indian huwllng re-
mains somewhat sus
lack someone capahFcc [ gen-

erating enough pace to rip
through the home team's bat-

ting line-up. Kapil Dev, Chetan
Sharma, Manof Prabhakar and
Subrata Banerfi would rely
more on accuracy and move-
ment than on sheer pace.
Javagal Srinath, who at times
generates quite a bit of pace,
could be the strike bowler, f
he could at the same time
command accuracy. The spin
of Ravi Shastri, Anil K le
and Venkat Raju could be use-
ful; but India may repent for
not having an orthodex off-
spinner in the squad.

The last, bouncy South
African wickets, Ilike the
Australian wickets, are likely
to help the quick bowlers. But

if the spinners get little bit of
turn, they could be a difficult
proposition on the bouncy

wickets. Kapil Dev will be try-
ing hard to get 28 wickets in
the four Tests to surpass Sir
Richard's record; at the mo-
ment his tally stands at 404 at
29.67 apilece. Sachin
Tendulkar will be looking for-
ward to the first of the many
milestones of his batting ca-
reecr — 1000 runs in Test
cricket. He has 956 from 286
innings in 17 Tests at an aver-
age of 39.83.

The South Africans, alter
their 'sweet and sour’ rein-
statement, are going to face
the real challenging situation
of Test cricket on home
grounds after a gap of long 22
years. In the only Test match

played after their return to in--

ternational cricket they failed
to pull off a victory only due to
lack of experience, when their
nerves gave in. Needing to
score only 79 for victory with
8 wickets in hand they capitu-
lated before the fiery fast
bowling of Ambrose and Walsh.

HZEPIER WESSELB

recall of left-hand
opener Jimmy Cook who,
thanks to apartheid, is going to
make his debut at the ripe age
of 39, is going to add to the
experience aspect as well as to
the batting strength. With
right-handed Andrew Hudson,

who scored 163 on his debut
in Bridgetown, Cook should
make a very good opening pair.
To follow them will be skipper
Keplar Wessels, Peter Kirsten,
Jonty Rhodes, Brian McMillan
and wicket-keeper Dave
Richardson.

The South African batsmen,
on their home grounds and a
before home crowd, are likely
to apply themselves with ut-
most determination. So the
Indian bowlers are bound to

find them not too mt‘ a
proposition. In the bowlin

The

Biman sign up
Pak World Cupper

Wasim Haider
Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Biman have
signed all-rounder Wastm
Haider of Pakistan to play for
them in the forthcoming
Navana Premier Division
cricket league.

Wasim Haider, whe
for warld ¢ MM
in the 1992 World Cup, yes-
lerday completed his registra-
tion formalities with the
Bangladesh Cricket Contrel
Board

Alithough, registered for the
whole scason, Haider is
to play for fancied Biman in
crucial league matches only.

"Haider's appearances will
depend much on the perfor-
mances of our local players.”
said a Biman offictal

Haider will be the first ever
foreign player to play for
Bangladesh Biman.

Biman, who were also will-
ing to register Asif
who had an excellent tour in
England for Pakistan last
summer, have decided to give
up the idea since Mujtaba will
remain busy with the Pakistan
national team's schedules the
throughout the 1992-93 sea-
sOn

Royal reception
for Azhar's men

[DURBAN, Nov 11 The
Indian cricket team were ac-
corded a grand reception on
their arrival here for the first
Test against South Africa start-
ing on Friday, reports PTL

The players, travelling in
open cars with the Indtan tri-
colour fluttering in the centre,
were taken around the city
before they were taken to their
beachfront hotel.

"This kind of reception is
accorded to only kings, queens
or prime ministers,” said an
English scribe who had flown
here 1o cover the historic Test.

South African

delight at the arrival of the
Indian team and said "1 deo
hope it will be a good series
which will go a long way in
promoting ecricket in both
countries.”

Wessels' view was whole-
heartedly endorsed by the
Indian skipper Mohammad
Azharuddin who, tired,
appeared emotional at the
spontaneous reception.

Earlier, UCBSA president
Krish Mackerdhuj
hope that the series will be
plaqﬂ:d in the spirit of Lhe

It's not going to be easy for the Indians

department the Euutﬁ African
selectors have E.:‘l emphasis
pace and if Al

~ back to fitness the attack #

likely to be of considerable
merit. The inclusion of 22-
year-old Brett Schultz, who
ripped through the Indian
line-up with 6 for 35 in a re-
cent match, brings in a youth-
ful partner of Donald. Brian
McMillan and Meyrick Pringle
are expected to perform well
on home grounds. The omis-
sion of Richard Snell, who
tock 8 for 158 in the
Bridgetown Test, is possibly
due to his poor performance in
the recently concluded
English season. But he and
Tertius Bosch will be there to
fill up any gaps in the future
Tests. The only spinner in the
team, 40-year-old coloured
Omar Henry would add colour
to the hitherto white South
African team and nothing more
than variety to the pace domi-
nated bowling attack.

The Indians are not likely
to find their hosts to be an
casy proposition. If their bat-
ting fails to tackle the real
pace attack on the fast hﬂuitﬁ
wickets, they may very we
face awkward situation more
than once in the series. The
Indian bowling lack real pene-
trative power. In the fielding
department the host side
holds an edge. Only experience
of Test cricket may tilt the (s-
sue in favour of India. But the
can hardly be any doubt that
the task will not be easy. All in
all, the series holds out
prospects of a keenly con-
tested one.

To date, South Africa have
played 173 Tests, won 38, lost
78 and drawn 57. whercas
India have played 273, won 44,
lost 95 while 134 were drawn.
Muhammad Azharuddin has yet
to win a Test series abroad and
he would very much like to
have a break during the cur-
rent tour. But it will require

quite a bit of doing.

From the view point of the
cricket hungry spectators c
South Africa and cricket lovers
all over the world, the serie
holds out poutblognnl' some
exciting cricket. N uld
be more exci I:h-ntm
of Sachin Tend , the won-
der-boy of Indian cricket, fac-
ing up to Allan Donald, one ¢
the fastest bowlers in present



