DHAKA TUESDAY NGVEMBER 10, 1992

BERIERRY

35 killed in Venezuelan bus mishap:

At least 356 were killed and 17 in dJun‘:d Sunday when a
passenger s lost its hrakes and ecrashed down an
embankment onto the grounds of Venezuela's largest military
base, the official Venpres agency said, AP reports from
Caracas.

The bus, which was travelling Sunday afternoon from San
Felipe. about 185 miles (300 kms) southwest of Caracas, was
moving along a highway near the army's Fort Tiuna whrn the
accident occurred, said a ﬂrc L s
: hththunnﬁpmc unl..luhrl.kuhﬂedm
bus collided eight ntltr vehicles before it swerved off
the highway and went down an incline and onte an unoccu-
pied section ol the headquarters of the military high com-
ment. The driver was among 35 people on board who died,
officials said.

Clemency for Honecker so
Former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev called Su
cluwacyhrthtdw&rm!‘.ntﬂumﬁcmtm
Erich Honecker, who is trial in Berlin for the killing of
would-be to the West, AFP reports from Moscow.
As he left he is
honour”, Gorbachev told ts that Honecker had to be
judged according to historical circumstances of his
time.” the ITAR-Tass news agency repotted.
He noted that at the time the East Germans attempting to
fiee across the Berlin Wall were shot by border guards. "East

was a member of the United Nations, a state with

frontiers and a te

rritory, obligations regarding security, which

had to defend itsell as a state and protect its borders”.
Honecker, whose trial opens in Berlin on Thursday, should
not be judged in the light of today's Honecker's efforts to

bring the German and Russian

peoples closer, and his opposi-

tion to war. He said account should also be taken of
Honecker's age and state of health.

Kashmiris bomb bus, kill one:

Muslim militants bombed a bus carrying Hi.ndu pilgrims in

the

tist-torn northern state of Jammu and Kashmir

killing one man and injuring two others, police said Sunday,

AFP from Jammu.
New Delhi resident

sons were injured in the
The bus was taking the

t Singh was killed and his two

to the cave shrine of

Vaishno Devi, located in the Jammu region of the state, when

Muslim-majori

local journalists said, Reuter

the bomb went off late Saturday.

Police said militants fighting for the secession of the
ty state were responsible for the bombing,
| No groups have yet claimed responsibtlity.

re-elected as Geo

Sigua, who served under Georgian
Gmsakhurdia before joining the campaign which overthrew

him in January, was re-elected as Prime Minister on Sunday,

Sigua resigned as provisio
lowing the election of former Soviet Foreign

PM:

ident Zviad

rts from Moscow.
Prime Minister last week fol-
Minister Eduard

Shevardnadze as Georgian leader in national polls. Sunday's
overwhelming vote restored a full mandate for the premier.

Sigua quit Gamsakhurdia's
weeks before an armed revolt drove the then

last year just
president from

rmment

Thilist. Opponents, including Sigua, accused Gamsakhurdia of

ruling as a tyrant.
Sigua then served

as provisional

premier until

Shevardnadze was elected unopposed as the Transcaucasian

country's leader.

9,000 more ofticials may
lose jobs 1n Nepal

KATHMANDU, Nov.9: As
many as 9,000 officials may
lose their posts in Nepal's ad-
ministrative house cleaning,
which is aimed at boosting
civil service dynamism, hon-
esty and efficiency, analysts
here say, reports AFP.

State radio, announced last
week that Prime Minister
Girfja Prasad Koirala's govern-
ment had dismissed 290 top-
level civil servants, including
the Chiel Cabinet Secretary
Damodar Prasad Gautam.

The cuts were made at the
recommendation of the Civil
Administration Reform
Commission headed by Koirala

ST T e P r reached the

r reached the

age of 58 or served for 30
years, the radio said.

But some of the bureaucrats
dismissed had only completed
20 years of service, a cabinet
secretariat source said.

Most of these people "were
of three categories — ineffi-
cient, corrupt or of doubtful
character in their loyalty to
the Koirala government,” he
said.

An administrative depart-
ment offlicial said the cuts
would also affect low level offi-
cials, while a member of the
commission warned its report
had advised' the government to
dismiss "25,000 rank and file
civil servants.”

International

‘Tough measures taken to deal with rebels, drug traffickers

Emergency in Colombia

BOGOTA, Nov §: President
Cesar Gavirlia declared a na-
tional state of emergency
Sunday after leftist det-
onated bombs and A 8c-

rics of weekend attacks that
killed at least 30 people and
injured about 70, reports AP.

Gaviria made the an-
nouncement aflter calling an
emergency Security Council
meeting with his Cabinet on
Sunday morning to discuss
measures to combat Colombia's
35-year-old rebel insurgency
and continuing problems with
drug traffickers.

Gaviria blasted the rebels
and traffickers for their
"insensitivity and cruelty” in a
nationwide radio and television
address Sunday night.

The state of emengency will

be in force for 90 days and

during that period the gov-
ernment will assume extraor-

pn-l:rl Gaviria will be

able to order actions nst

rebels or traflickers without

consulting Congress or the
courts.

Among Gaviria's other ac-
tions:

— Radio and televiston will

be prohibited from interview-
ing guerilla leaders or publish-
ing statements [rom terrorists
or traffickers that would alarm
the general public;

— Foreign companies will
lose contracts with the gov-
ernment and be prohibited
from doing business In
Colombia {f they pay ransoma
lo terrorists or kidnappers;

— Security will be increased
for members of the armed
forces and police. In the past
year, 217 police have been as-
sassinated in tefrorist attacks
and bombings. .

— Rewards will be offered

for information to the
ure of the leaders of two
| factions, the National
Liberation Army and the
Colombian Revolutionary
Armed Force. There already is
nearly a 4 million dollar re-
-l:dlor the capture of es-
ca drug kingpin Pable
Escobar. :

The government will
strengthen the witness protec-
tion m&:mrm for foreigners
and who are frightened
to testify against drug barons.

Gaviria also announced his
administration would punish
local officials who negotiate
with insurgents.

"l know that all of Colombia
is wailling for firm action
against the terrorists, against
the murderers and kidnap-
pers, against this band of

fanatics who failed to
read in the papers about the

sad end of Communist totali-
tartanism,” Gaviria said.

Earlter Sunday, the presi-
dent said: "It's now the hour to
confront, without truces — in
the . judicial and leg-
islative fields, and with the
support of citizens — those
who have become the worst
criminals of the country.

Leftist rebels of the Simon
Bolivar Guerilla Coordinator
movement began the bloody
offensive on Saturday, killing

6 policemen who were pro-
tecting ofl drills at a petroleum
field in southern Colombia.

Drug dealers have increas-
ingly targeted police. 20 offi-
cers have been killed the past
10 days in retaliation for the
death of Brances Muoz
Hol:?u:rl. Escobar's security

IN: A young boy hnldn up a plmrd reading "Hatred

of foreigners — without me" as he joins November 8, with
about 300,000 pﬂﬁple the first officially organised rally
against racism since the Federal Republic was found in

1949. —AFP/ UNB photo

Koreas nuclear talks
postponed till Nov 18

SEOUL, Nov 9: South Korea
on Monday accepted a North
Korcan proposal that their
talks on a nuclear inspection
dispute be postponed until
next week because of joint US-
South Korea military exercises,
reports AP.

South Korea's chief nuclear
negotiator, Song Ro-myuhg,
sent a telephone message ac-
cepting a Hurth Korean pro-
posal that the talks originally
scheduled for Tuesday, be
postponed until November 18.

Last week, North Korea uni-
laterally postponed the talks by
one week to protest joint US-
South Korea military exercises
that began last Tuesday. The

one-week exercises ended o
Monday. N

The Communist North said
the military exercises could
not be compatible with an in-
ter-Korea reconciliation ac-
cord adopted early this year. It
said it would boycott all inter-
Korea dialogue except for nu-
clear talks.

North Korea has accepted
limited nuclear inspections by
the International Atomic

Energy Agency but South
Korea is demanding deeper
inter-Korea inspections to dis-
pel worries that its northern
rival is developing nuclear
weapons. The two sides have
been unable to agree on rules
for inter-Korean inspections

under a nuclear arms ban
agreement adopted nine
months ago

Seoul officials believe that
[AEA inspections are not thor-
ough enough because they
cover only facilities reported
by the host country.

Despite the reconciliation
accord adopted in February,
relations between the rival
Koreas still remain chilly,
largely because of the nuclear
dispute.

In Monday's letter to his
North Korean counterpart,
Choe U Jin, Gong reconfirmed

a South Korean plan to resume
joint "Team Spirit™ military

exercises with the United
States next spring.

The exercises have been
held annually since 1976 to

prepare f[or a possible attack

AIDS to kill twe million 1n Asia

NEW DELHI, Nov 9. An
AIDS epidemic in Asia will kill
two million people by the end
of this decade, a global expert
on the killer disease said on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

"The familiar epidemic
snowball is taking shape belore
our eyes,” said Dr Michael
Merson, director of the World
Health Organisation's global aid
programme.

"By the year 2000, close to
two million adults in this re-
gion will have died of AIDS, ~
Merson said in a speech pre-
pared for delivery at the
opening session of the second
international congress in AIDS
in Asia and the Pacific. :

"During that year alone,
some half-a million HIV-in-

fected people will dwelﬂp
AIDS and require care.

More than 1.5 million
men, women and children in
Asia and the Pacific have been
infected with the HIV virus,
the, precursor of Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndmmt
(AIDS).

That figure may not "sound
frighteningly large” when
compared with the seven mil-
lion cumulative infections in
sub-Sahran Africa.” But unlike
Africa, Asia is at the early stage
of the pandemic,” Merson said.

Cumulative infections in
India totalled half-a-million at
the end 1991 and may reach a
million by the end of 1992, "a
doubling time of one year,” he

The statistics Thaw that
Astia and the Pacific "have the
same¢ mix of transmission
roules as we have seen in

other parts of the world, Africa
included.”

Unprotected sexual inter-
course with multiple partners
is the most common way of
contracting the disease in this
region, as it is elsewhere in
the world, he said.

Who estimates that some
70 per cent of the newer cases
of the HIV virus were trans-
mitted through heterosexual
partners.

The social and economic
costs of AIDS go far beyond
the inevitable strain on al-
ready inadequate health care
systems in the region.

"AIDS strikes selectively
young and middle-aged m:lulta

Their deaths will cut vast
holes in the family safety net,
and millions upon millions of
people, including AIDS or-
phans will fall through-,
Merson said.

By the turn of the century,
HIV-infected women in the
region will have given birth to

- some four to eight million

children who will become or-
phans on their mother’s death,

he said.

The Asia-Pacific region still
has a chance to avoid the
worst-case scenario,” although
the window of opportunity is
closing quickly, Mesons said.
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Mahathir desires
to serve for
another term

KUALA LUMPUR. Nov 9
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamrhad has ruled out re-
tirement and says he will serve
as ;I::h and
wan United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO)
ruhn'n;rum bitter infighting
ahead A;rtypulhrn:tym

"If the wants me o
serve for term, it is
my duty to offer for the

S5 said late

Analysts said that Mahathir,
67, is almost certain to be re-
turned unchallenged as UMNC
president, a position that will

ahead of next year's polls,
adding that the intense
infighting could destroy
UMNO, the senior member of
Malaysta's ruling National Front
coalition.

Mahathir told reporters
that n with party
tradition, his deputy Gahfar
Baba, who s also 67 years old,
would succeed him f he
lltppﬁldu'n.

“Under UMNO tradition the
deputy succeeds the
.ﬂ!'}nt'iﬂt-qidn:ﬂh'h

Kurds kill eight army
commandos in Turkey

ISTANBUL, Nov 9: Kurdish
separatists in southeast Turkey
killed eight army commandos
who were on a mission to
crush scparatists on both sides
of the Turkish-iraqi border,
informed sources said Sunday,

AFP.

Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) forces on Saturday at-
tacked a police post near
Gorumliu village, in Sirnak
province, killing eight com-
mandos in a parachute unit
from air base in central
Turkey, the sources said.

Seven civilans were killed
meanwhile when rockets hit
and burned their homes dur-

It was not clear who fired
the rockets.

The PKK's news agency also
said from Germany that its
fighters killed 17 police ofli-
cers and shot down a heli-
copter overnight Friday in an
ambush near
Sirmak.

There was no official con-
firmation of the incident.

Meanwhile, Turkish forces
fighting inside Iraq stop
their attacks against PKK
rebels in the Kaftanin area, just
northeast of Zakho, but pur-
sued them further east towartd

the city of

a

55 FIS activists .
arrested

ALGIERS, Nov 9: The 55
members of an alleged terror-
ist group set up by the out-
lawed Islamic Salvation Front
have been arrested by police in
the eastern city of Constantine,
Algerian radio reports, says
AFP.

Security services mean-

while said they had arrested
29 other people in various
parts of the country on suspi-
cion of "subversion or terror-

ism”.

The Constantine operation
took to more than 700 the
number of fundamentalists said
to have been arrested since
the hcglnnln%‘ of October,
when new against
"terrorism and luhverniun

Off the Record

'Spaae is tight at governor's
mansion, not in White House

WASHINGTON: Yes, President-elect Clinton, we know
space is tight at the governor's mansfon in Litfle Rock. You
only have two bedrooms, so visitors stay in the guest house
out back, reports AP,

Such arrangements won't be necessary in your new home,
the White House.

There are at least 10 bedrooms in your private living quar-
ters, mrdlnftuﬂ'lcturntnrl office — more if you decide
mmd:n:hih all the third-floor sitting rooms.

it may not be on the grand scale of a European

palace, the White House is for your relaxation, such as it is,
there's a movie theater that seats 46, a heated outdoor pool, a
one-lane bowling alley, tennis courts, a putting green, a half-

Mmm.mmﬁmhlmmwtm
in. It doesn't have to be permanent).

There's also 96 full-time employees on hand to cater to
your needs. There are chefs, maids, doormen and housckeep-

ers — even a stafl photographer who'll take ures of
the hundreds. P yoly

Four calligraphers stand ready to e
vitations to your dinners. And a florist
the house's many vases.

Robodoc performs

SACRAMENTO, California: A robot has taken part in
surgery for the first time in the United States, doctors at a
California hospital said on Sunday, reports Reuter.

The automaton, named "Robodoc”, took part in a success-
ful operation at Sacramento's Sutter General Hospital on
Saturday to replace a patient's hip, the hospital said in a
siatementsci oM  alesH olduYd o 9o

The hospiml sald 1t was the first surgery in US medical
"histery te.use robotics technolegy “in an.active capacity.”

A hospital spokeswoman said the operation may also have

been a wrld first.
The hospital said the patient was in stable condition on

Sunday, but gave no details about the patient, who had re-
quested privacy. .

"Robodoc™ — a seven-foot (2.1 metre) articulated arm
with a drill — performed part of the surgery, drilling close-

tolerance holes in a femur to anchor an artificial hip joint.

The drill was guided by computerised medical imaging
equipment.

Meditatién under water
to find future PM

NEW DELHI: A former air force pilot who became a Hindu
holy man emerged from a sealed tank where he claimed to
have stayed four days submerged in water. Critics said it was a
hoax, reports AP.

About 5,000 devotees chanted hymns on Sunday when or-
ganizers rolled back a plastic tarpaulin covering a nine-foot-
deep water-filled pit to reveal Kapil Adwai pularly known
as Pilot Baba, floating face down near the nur&e

"l have mastered the art of surviving in conditions akin to
that in the womb,” Adwait told the crowd in the New Delhi

tly inscribe the in-
fresh flowers in

Instead of specaking about Hindu spiritualism, Adwait
quickly turned to politics, saying his meditation under water
was intended to ﬂm:l India's future prime minister. He then
endorsed a local politician of the governing Congress Party.

. »
I didn't inhale
LITTLE ROCK, Ark: During the presidential campaign, Bill
Clinton's."l didn't inhale" caveat about a college experimenta-
tion with marijuana was often the subject of mocking jokes.
As the victor, it's Clinton who is joking now, reports AP.
The president-elect was photographed Saturday with a big

lgarlnhlnmuuthuhc lfl:dwlthafnend On Sunday, as

hl.'. spoke with Fannnnby dur‘lng a walk around his Little Rock
bourhood, one woman asked Clinton what his ductnr

\muld say about cigar nmhng

Oh, | didn't smoke it,” Clinton said.

"You didn't inhale?” laughed a man standing on the side-
walk.

Clinton cracked a broad smile and repeated the line, "l
didn't inhale.”

He said someone at the golf course had given it to him as

again,” he told reporters at
Moscow airport, before flying
to Berlin with his wife Raisa

and daughter Irina. e
t relu
log Sorbaher, 8

visit Itlly
last month hauuu of his re-
fusal to testify at constitutional
court into the banned
communist 7
it was part of a long-run-
feud between G hev
the man who supplanted
him as Kremlin chiefl last
December,

roads of ideas, of generations,
of leadership.

There are deep philosophi-
cal divisions among the fac-
tions trying to commandeer
the party and among the men
dreaming of the 1986 White
House race. And while the
election of a new party chair-
man in January could offer
some hint of a new GOP direc-
tion, the ultimate resolution is
four years down the road when
primary voters will pick a new
standard -bearer.

it strayed too far from supply-
side, trickle-down economics
or not [ar enough?

Moderate Labour Secretary
Lynn Martin, in the running
for party chairman, squared ofl
against conservative strategist
Angela Bay Buchanan last
week in a typical confronta-
tion.

Buchanan, who managed
her brother Patrick's presi-
dential campaign, said
Republicans won't win n?.l.ln

ir

until they reinforce

thing,”

Martin, who supports abor-
tion rights, said the GOP al-
ready stands for something —
Individual rights and limited
government — and can't be-
have like a church dictating
what people should belfeve.

She criticized the conven-
tion and, by implication, its
controversial "family values”
pitch. "You can't build a party
on hate”, Martin said. "You
have to go back to the people’s
agenda.”

"Dependent care makes a
lot of sense to me because I'm
raising my children and worry-
ing about my parents. These

issues sense (o me be-
cause I'm living them,” said
Republican polister Bill

Mcinturff, part of the Baby
Boom generation.

“There probably are
Republican solutions to these
issues but they haven' :.ar.l been
powerf communica to
the deehrul}y-tt he added.

A campaign strategist also

Jim Pinkerton, a young
Bush ¢ adviser, said he
and many others "agitated for a
more activist, Jack- H:mp-likc
approach to domestic policy,”
but were rebuffed. He called
the Bush administration
"intellectually bankrupt ... no
longer functional or viable.

That was one of the milder
GOP assessments of the
administration and the

campaign. Inept, frustrating,
stupid and pathetic were some

of others,

that be” more than a year ago

calling on Bush to oust his
economic team.

team was “out of step
things that should be done”
and Bush's advisers were put of
touch with the widespread

perception of a poor economy,

a clash between PKK sepa- the Turkish-iragi-Irantan bor- . 4 | came into force. a victory cigar.
?u.u and security l'uruuprn der, informed sources said. WASHINGTON Vernon Jordan Jr, the head of US President-elect Bill Clinton's transition There was no precise indi- "I never smoke those things,” _I:u:- said. "I'm allergic to
. Cizre, west of Sirnak, wit- The sources provided no | team, tells reporters November 8 that he has no time to talk. Jordan was leaving NBC's cation of the activities of those them. Besides, that's a bad example. |
nesses said. details. Wuhtngton studio after appearing on "Meet the Press.” - —AFP/UNB photo | arrested in Constantine. -
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Tavelbanon | Gy ]_seqrching starts for Republicans rattled by defeat| i
Gorbachev g _ . MPs boycott
OCS WASIIINGTON, Nov 9: The intervening years consecrvative base. She has Younger Republicans who of Baby oom vintage said the Jack Hawke, chairman of
ng\% Nov ©: The | Sobered by their abrupt fall promise a continual struggic called for a new chairman who study public opinfon for state- party had become "a little . the North Carolina GOP, Vanua[u
Russian government on from power, Republicans are among pragmatists, Iideo- opposecs abortion and supports level races are convinced the stale” after so much time in  blamed the Bush defeat on )
ended a travel ban o arguing vehemently among logues and those simply disil-  "traditional values.” "people’'s agenda" has moved power.” Voters are caring T“consultants who sit in parllameﬂt
Mikhail Go and m themselves over what went |usioned with the old guard. “We can't be out there pan- from no-new-taxes to quality- about things that have slipped Washington and make money
former Soviet t said | wrong and how to get back in  Already there is sharp debate.  dering to different groups,” oi-lile issues such as educa- ys by, It's harder for the older . off the . Every decision
he ho this was the c:nd of | sync with American voters, re- Has the party adopted too Buchanan said Friday on a TV  ton, health care and depen- generation to understand has been made behind closed PORT VILA, Nov 9 : All 16
the ped reports Reuter ports AP. much of Lﬁe religious right so-  talk show. “What we neced as dent care for children and ﬂl! that,” said the strategist, who doors with an elite in | opposition MPs boycotted the
1"£:{ think 1t will h.lppen They ase a_party at a cross- clal'‘agenda or not enough? llas  a party is to stand for some- elderly. insisted on anonymity. Washington. parliament of the Pagific Island

nation of Vanuatu when it re-
sumed or its second session
here, Monday, forcing the

Hawke said those "powers

talked him and other | speaker io adjourn for lack of a
Republican National quorum, reports AFP,
Committee members out of

Speaker Alfred Hu.ng
r:glnltud the presence of
members of premier Maxime
Carlot's Union of Moderate
Parties and its junior coalition

rtner, the National Un.‘l‘ﬂ

of former premier

until ﬂmm‘md ..'

Hawke said the economic
with the




