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Japan new Asian champions

&1 TOKYO, Nov B8

. beat Saudi
Arabia 1-0 in the
Asian soccer ch-
ampionship final
on Sunday, dash-
ing the visitors' hopes of a
third consecutive title,
reports Reuter.

iFDmard Takuya Takagi
scored the winner with a fine
left-footed shot in the 37th

minute after calmly trapping a
cross on the edge of the

penalty area.

Reserve goalkeeper Kazuya ,

Meakawa, standing in for
Shigetatsu Matsunaga who was
expelled from the tournament

after kicking an opponent
during Thursday's semifinal
with China, had a game as the
Saudis pressed forward.

saudi Arabia's Yousef al
Thunyan crashed a shot over
the bar from a direct [ree
kick just before hall time.
Dutchman Hans Oeoft,

Japan's manager, said the vic-
tory was an lmportant step
m-d- the 1994 World Cup.

who hope to host the
‘W Cup in 2002, have never

qualified for the finals of the
tournament.

*“They've made a lot of
progress,” said Ooft, who took
over as National manager seven
months ago.

CHINA FINISH THIRD

r Fu Yubin stfrred
as China beat the United Arab
Emirates 4-3 in a penalty
shoot-out to take third place.

After ending regulation
time tied 1-1, the teams went

straight into the penalty
shootout with no extra time
allowed.
Both sides failed on their
opening shots. Then Cal
- Sheng, Wu Qunli and Penlge
Weiguo gave China three whi

Khamis Sa'ad Mubarak, Husain

Ghalkloum Abbas and Abdul

Ibrahim al Balooshi
replied for the Emirates.

Then the 28-year-old
keeper put Ch{na one goal up
when he scored from the spot,
before ensuring victory by
punchingg away the Emirates

final penalty chance from
Khalid Ismail Mubarak.

China's coach Klaus
Schlappner of said
an Emirates win have

been “no surprise because they
are a very strong team, I'm
very, very glad that we could
finally win the match.” .

Emirates coach Valeri
Lobanovski of Russia congratu-
lated Schilappner for
the game and said, “Both
teams played at a very high
level today. The Chinese were
very quick and passed the ball
well, I think they have a good
future.”

Earlier, Khalid Ismail
Mubarak opened the scoring
for the Emirates when he fired
home a free kick from Eisa
Meer Abdelnour from the
right in the 10th minute. Only
five minutes later Hao Haldong
headed China back on level
terms.

The Chinese were one man
down from the 76th minute
after Li Ming was sent off for a
brutal tacklee on Awadh
Ghareeb Mubarak.

Customs in Sher-e-Bangla Cup qtrs

MYMENSINGH,
Nov 8: Two spec-
tacular goals by
Salahuddin ear-
ned Service zone

ns Cus-
toms a comfy passage into the
last berth of the quarterfinals
of the 17th Sher-e- na-
tional football championship at
Lhc cost of Nilphamari DSA at
the Mymensingh Stadium here

Fancied Customs, who even=
tually pulled off a 4-2 victory,
were held 2-2 at the breather
by the spirited Nilphamari. o

Khairul Alam Milon, the
Nilphamari left-winger, had
Customs dazed as early as the
fifth minute of the match when
he put the ball into the net
from the box with
Moslehuddin, the Customs
custodian, caught napping on
the wrong foot (1-0).

" Mominul Islam Khasru, who
~ put on both Abahani and
Brothers jerseys a [ew years
back, drew level for Customs
when he headed the ball past
Nilphamari custodian Aziz alter
the goalie had parried away an
Aslam attempt in the Ilth‘
minute (1-1).

v Salahuddin _of Custems:

Our Correspondent

scored a lovely goal eight min-
utes later when he dodged
past a few rival players to fin-
ish the ball into- the
Nilphamari net with a powerful
drive (2-1).

The ding-doing affair of the
day gatlhered interest when
Nilphamari's Abul Hashem
Ripon spectacularly nodded

the ball home in the 36th
minut. “er Mashiur Rahman
had lobu. it for him, 2-2.

Salahuddin again put
Customs ahead with a rasping
volley from close from a melec
three minutes into the second
half, 3-1.

Abahani and national striker
Sheikh Mohammed Aslam
sealed the fate of the match in

the 68th minute when .he .

powerfully headed home fol-
lowing a cross by Customs
stopper Kamal Pasha (4-2].

Nilphamari right-back
Hannan Khan had to be taken
off the field following a serious
injury. Fakhrul Islam Kamal,
another former Abahani player
and Sujit of Customs were
shown the yellow cards along
with Faidul of Nilphamari for
rough play.

Customs will take on hosts
Mymensingh DSA in one of the
quarterfinal matches on
November 12,

Meanwhile, the quarter fi-
nal stage of the national cham-
pionship gets underway to-

morrow (Monday) with
Netrakona DSA facing
Chandpur DSA.

TEAMS

CUSTOMS SC: Mosle-
huddin, Latu, Kamal Pasha,
Sujit, F1 Kamal, Khasru, Afsan,
Tushar, Monju (Ata Babu],
Salauddin and Aslam.

NILPHAMARI DSA: Aziz,
Hannan (Wahab), Kamal, Babnl,
Shawkat, Subal, Tajuddin,
Moshiur, Faidul, Ripon and
Milon Jahangir).

Referee: Mukhlesur Rahman

Mukul My mensingh).

NEW DELHI, Nov
8: Keeper Atanu
Bhattacharya bro-
ught off three
spectacular saves
in the tie breaker

Mohammedan

Lo crarry
Sporting Club, Calcutta inteo
the Durand Cup final with a 4-
3 win over BSF Jalandhar after

the two teams were locked
goalless in a marathon tussle
here today, reports PT1.

The veteran keeper, a
member of the all siar Asian
outfit in the B0's, saved the
kicks of Jagmohan, Jaswinder
and Abhay Mahato to carry the
day for Mohammedan
Sporting, who play their fourth
Durand final against JCT Mills,

Phagwara Tuesday .

Aloke Saha, Prasanta Saha,
Ashiagque Ahmed and Shanta
Kumar found the target for the
winners, while Radheshyam,
Avtarn Singh and Narinder
Gurung scored for the losers.

The tie-break was ordered
I.ﬂﬂ a ding dong 120 minutes

lincluding 30 minutes of extra
time) with numerous spills
and near misses by both sides,
mainly the winners.

The Calcutta league runner-
sup, louted as the underdogs
for the match, went on the of-
fensive in the very 5th minute,
as flashy Abdul Khalique back-
volleyed a reverse pass but
forward Sanjay Majhi failed to
volley in from close.

Sanjay Majhi, guilty of
-qunn:lj-.-rlng many chances for
the winners, sent a good cross

the t flank but Sheikh
Sikander, soaring above de-
fender Sura Bhan, failed to get

his header right.
Abdul Khalique, the livewire
in Sporting's frontline

throughout the tournament,
was in his elements in the
19th minuted centering bril-
liantly from the right but
winger Abid Hussain was
pound wanting,

Abid, who retired later in
the first half injured, could not
capitalise aflter media Shanta
Kumar had fed him with a

through pass in the 26th
minute.

On the defensive for most of
the first half, BSF attempled a
comeback of sorts in the sec-
ond.

Hardworking Gouranga Pal
who was shown the yellow
card later, sent a reverse pass
to former international Darbara
Singh. But the latter, harassed

by Swapan Pal shot wide.

Substitute Abhay Mahato
gave a good pass to Gourango
Pal in the 71st minute but his
first timer was took weak at
opposc any problems [for

keeper Bibhas Saha.

Mohammedan's nearly
scored in the the next minute,
as substitute Avijit Roy
Choudhory sent an incisive
through pass to Sanjay Majhi,
whose grounder was well saved
by the BSF keeper.

Minutes later, Abdul
Khalique was foiled again be-
fore he could take a proper
shol by an alert Bibhas for the
deadlock to prevail.

Wu s title as Indonesians fail

HON( nING,

N o B China s Wu
ﬂrnh-l casily de-
lvaled Indonesian

upstart Heryanto
Arbie to win the
mens singles title in the
60.000 US dollar Hong Kong
Open here Sunday, reports
AFP,

encounter.
'h-.zhr-tm
the lop had all been

. 118, 11-7 victory in an
M‘M

The 23-year-old Wu, seeded
fifth, won all his matches in
straight games, as he waltzed
to his second major title this
year without having to meet
any of the seeded players in
the tournament.

China, was a shadow of his
sell

his country's
— with the loss of favourites
Ardy Wiranata and Kusuma —
Arbie went into the final hop-

ing to clinch his first Grand
Prix tithe.

But he did not even come
close w0 realising his dreams.

Wu 9-2. But the Chinese came
back strongly with superb
winners which had Arbie
sprawling all over the court In
a vain attempl to stop the vic-
tory march.

1 played my best, but he
just did not give me he chance

to play my game,” said Arbie al-

te 8.
rmncsh s disappointment

worsened when Susanti tum-
bled to deleat.

won the first game
11-6, Susanti suffered a mid-
match match crisis as the
South Korean came back

=

Calcutta MSC in Durand final

|

- Taipei

in

China trounce |
Bangladesh

NEW DELHI, Nov 8: Chinese
men got off to a flying start
posting a 3-0 victory over

h at the start of the
22-country Asian table tennis
championship here Saturday,
reports AFP.

Matching *China's
over Bangladesh, runners-up
North Korea warmed up with a
similar 3-0 victory over Macau
the men's event while
Pakistan survived a scare from
Nepal before emerging 3-1
winners.

South Korea and Thailand
got walkovers as Yemen and
Mongolia did not turn up for
unspecified reasons at the gi-
ant Indira Gandhi indoor
stadium while Japan, Iran and
Chinese Taipei got their full
points with 3-0 wins in the
group league matches.

In the women's event, India
downld Pakistan 3-0, while
women's title holders South
Korea waited in vain for the
Yemenese who did not turn up
at the stadium.

North Korea and Chinese
took their matches in
the women's event with a 3-0
scoreline,

Asian club soccer

from January 12

HIROSHIMA, Japan, Nov 8:
Eight teams were divided into
two groups for preliminary
competition at the Asian Club
championships to be held in
Bahrain on January 12-22 fol-
lowing a draw here Saturday,
reports AFP.

Al-Shabab of Saudi Arabia
will spearhead Group A, which
will also include Muharraq of
Bahrain, Arseto of Indonesia,
and the winner of a forthcom-
ing match between Liaoning of
China and Yomiuri of Japan.

In Group B are Wohaib of
Pakistan, Amnagong of North

Korea, P A SS of Iran and Al-

Was] of the United Arab
Emirates.
The eight teams will play in

the four-team round-robin
competition and the top two
teams will move into knock-
out semi-finals.

Stage set for a
Maradona-Gazza
showdown

ROME, Nov B: Former Ar-
gentine captain Diego Mara-
dona is set to face England
midfielder Paul Gascoigne as
his club Sevilla take en Lazto in
a friendly next Tuesda¥,
reports Reuter.

kesman for the Italian
club on Friday confirmed that
the game would be staged in
the Spanish city of Seville on
November 10. It will be
Maradona's first match against
an [talian team since his trans-
fer from Napoli in September,

However, influenza victim
Gascoigne faces a s e to
be fit for the friendly.

The Lazio spokesman said

| he was running a fever and was

unlikely to play in Sunday's
league game with Torino.

It was originally suggested
that the Sevilla-Lazio game
would be played in Rome but a
newspaper report on
Maradona's tax status might
have helped scupper that idea.

According to an wuncon-
firmed report in the Daily
Corriere Dello Sport,
Maradona owes the Italian au-
thorities five billion lire (3.7
milllon dollar) in back taxes on
farnings from his Diarma
commercial company.

The same report also al-
leged he is 360 milllon lire
(265,000 dollar) in arrears on
maintenance nts due to
former girlfriend Cristiana

Sinagra.

STOCKHOLM, Nov 8: Bjorn
Borg, the five-time Wimbledon
champion, cannot afford to
make the 25 million Mlre
(20,000 dollar) a month pay-
ments to his ex-wife ordered
by an Italian judge, his h-ycr
Lars G Mattsson said
Friday, reports AFP.

Mattsson said the Italian
rock singer Loredana Berte
will have to get in
the former_tennis s
creditors. He said
15 million krona (2.
dollars) in all.

S p ort
- Becker outaces Forget to win Paris Open

PARIS, Nov 8 :
Boris Becker,
won a battle uf
aces as he defea-
ted defending
champion Guy

a*P

YAy

Forget, 7-6 (7-3), 6-3, 36, 6-3
Sunday to win his third Paris

Open title, reports AP.
Backer finished off three

days of superb tennis that re-
minded observers of the form
that helped him become No 1

in the world in 1991, In the
quarterfinals Becker beat the
No 1
Courier.
downed Goran Ivanisevic, the

player in the world, Jim
Then the German

hottest player on the circuit

before Becker, in the semifi-

Ivanisevic had won two of

.ﬂu]autthmtnumntlnnd

15 of his last 16 matches be-
fore losing to Becker in the

dirs 2.1 Paris tournament.

"l have had to struggle the
last 12 months,” Becker said.
"But now | am playing the kind
of tennis [ did in the past.”

Becker has previously won
three tournaments this year,
hut his has fallen to No

. He was seeded ninth at the

plny:rl in the wurH — A
Pete Sampras and Edberg —
went out before the semifinals.

Becker won dirs 297,000
for the title. Forget collected
dirs 159,700. It was the
Becker's eighth win in ten
meeting over Forget.

Forget and Becker both
ended with 21 aces. But
Becker had the baseline shots
to add to his game.

Becker and Forget fuught
on almost even terms in the
first set, holding service
through the first 12 games.
Forget had eight aces to help
stay even. However, Becker
started [inding the range of

Forget's serve late and was able

to tum the match in his favour.
In the tiebreak, Forget had
two aces on his serves. But
when Forget had to go to a
second serve, he was in trou-
ble. Becker had a winning ser-
vice return than came in be-
hind a service return to go up
4-1. He held that advantage
until 6-3 then won on an ace.
In the second set, Becker
turned up the pressure,
sweeping through the first

three games at love. He was
firing aces, even on second
services. lHe was returning
serve well and ‘then rifling
deep approach shots
hnndculkfg‘nrgﬂ or else sct

up volley winners.

‘f \ 4 jay,
&h' “‘ « ad,

BORIS BECKER

Becker jumped to a 3-0
lead then held serve the rest
of the way, winning the set on
yet another ace.

Forget came back in Lhe

third set and took advantage of

<t

o - é&.

The Baily $tar 11

a few Becker errors to break
him in the fourth game. After
saving one break point against
him, Becker double faulted the
game away.

Forget held service after
that, upping his ace count to
19

Bﬂ:kur found the range

again in the fourth set. After
double fault set up a break

It was Becker's 36th career
title. He also made the Paris:
final in lrm but had to quit’
because of a leg in

.tu:l-ﬂn-t
In 1986, as a |
took three titles in three
weeks on three continents by

lr!nning Sydney, Tokyo nnd'

OAKLAND, Calif,
Nov B: Martina
Navratilova, the
No. 2 seed, beat
No. 4 Katerina
Maleeva of Bulg-

aria 6-1, 6-2 Saturday night to

earn a spot opposite top-
seeded Monica Seles in the
finals of the Bank of the West
Classic tournament, reports
AP.

Seles advanced to Sunday's
final by beating German teen-
aged sensation Anke Huber 6-
2, 6-3. '

Navratilova, 36, upset the
18-year-old Seles in a three-
set final last year after losing to
her in straight sets the year
before. They have split two
matches this year, Seles win-
ning the Wimbledon semifinals
and Navratilova winning three
months later at Los Angeles.

Navratilova, a four-time
winner of this tournament, was
sharp, served well and at-
tacked at every opportunity.
Maleeva, ranked 13th in the
world, had beaten Navratilova
two years ago, but lost their
last meeting, a quarterfinal at
Wimbledon.

"l played better tennis this
time,” Nawvratilova said. “I'm
more match tough and | played
the deuce games better.

"She felt the pressure, too.
It happens when | rush her as
much as | did. She has played
better against me. She made
some uncharacteristic errors.
I'll have to get to the net
against Monica as much as
possible.”

Navratilova broke twice in

each sel and was always ahead.
She is now B-1 in career

!
M NAVRATILOVA

marches against Maleeva, a
baseliner whose only win came
on clay. Maleeva was unable to
convert any of her three break
points.

Navratilova will be secking

her 162nd singles title.

The Seles-Huber match was
a slugfest of long rallies that
had Seles, 18, the queen of the
backcourt, scampering.

- Navratilova faces Seles

"She is one of the best base
line players in the wurld 2
Seles said of the 17-year-old,
third-seeded Huber.

Huber, a powerful player
with a two-handed backhand,
ranks 11th in the world.

"My ground strokes have

been a little off all week ... and
1 had a lot of unforced errors,”
Sch:l said. "But a little experi-

MONICA SELES
ence helped and a few great
shots. One, | didn't believe my-
self.”

It could have been the one
that tipped. the second set in
the 17-minute eighth game
and caused Huber to shut her
eyes in disbelief.

In a long baseline duel that
had both players grunting

in final

loudly and the audience gasp-

ing. Scle- finally hit l.n un-’
touchable angle that caught
Huber flat-footed and left heyr
deflated. It gave Seles double
break point and she

on it, then held serve for the
set and match.

In the first set, Huber had
simply been outgunned by a
quicter, methodical Seles.

Huber had a chance to
break at 1-3 but let it and the

set slip away. The slippage was

. worse in the second set. At 1-

1, Huber saw Seles fight off six;
break points with guile and a
powerful serve that Huber said
"was better than the last time [
played her in Australia.” lluber
had lost that n.atch, too.

Huber looked as if she could
take control of the match us-
ing drop shots and harder
ground strokes until the tum-
ing point in the eighth game.

Seles got 68 per cent of her
first scrves inand wo: jer
cent of the puints, a far bctln'
average that Huber. She made
22 unforced errors compared
with Huber's 26.

*]1 didn't take the important
points,” Huber said. "I make
them_ against other players but
it's dilferent against No. 1 or
No. 2. They make no casy mis-
takes.”

Berger benefits from a Mansell-Senna mix-up_

ADELAIDE, Now
8: Austria’'s Ger-
hard Berger nar-
rowly won ‘the
Australian Grand
Prix on Sunday as
a crash with nemesis Ayrton
Senna ended Nigel Mansell's
hopes for leaving Formula One
on a winning note. reports AP.

Berger, who started fourth
and ran there most of the early
stages of the race, edged hard-
charging Michael Schumacher
of Germany by less than three-
quarters of a second.

The winning time for the
Bl-lap event on the 3.78-
kilometre (2.349-mile) street
circuit near downtown
Adelaide was 1 hour, 46 min-
utes and 54.786 seconds.

Berger made a pit stop after
34 laps to change tires. He
quickly made up the lost time,
lowering the race lap record
twice. He inherited the lead
when Riccardo Patrese, who
took the lead after the
Mansell-Senna crash, d
on the track on lap 50 “tr
gearbox setzure.

Schumacher also made a
tire change that left him nearly
a half-minute behind Berger.
tie steadily cut the gap, pulling
within 10 seconds with 10
laps left and erasing Berger's
lap record. He cut 4. E seconds
off during the last lap but ran
out of time while bearing down
on Berger.

Schumacher started tLhe
race fourth in the driver's
and needed a victory
second. The rookie
third, behind

second places in the last two
races. He was making his last
appearance for McLaren Honda
before moving back to Ferrard
in 1993,

Third-place Martin Brundle
of England was the only other
driver on the same lap as

Berger and Schumacher but
tinished 54 seconds behind.

He was followed by Jean Alesi
of France and Thierry Boutsen
of Belgium.

Mansell, the new world
champion who has announced
plans to jump to IndyCar rac-
ing fﬂr Newman Haas next

year, was trying to add to his
record of nine trips to the
winner's circle this season.

Starting from the pole,
Manscll took the lead on the
first turn. Senna passed on a
first-lap turn, but Mansell re-
took first place immediately.
The pair then steadily pulled
away [rom the field, with
Mansell stretching out a slight
lead in his technitally superior
Williams.

By lap 16, they had opened
up a 10-second advantage and
were lapping slower cars.
Senna took advantage to pull in

Future of smal]er natlons m lemglc

Europe, Africa agree
on a fragile truce

ACAPULCO, Me-
| xico, Nov B:
Europe and Africa
hammered out a
[ace-saving for-
mula on Friday in
their efforts to prevent weaker
nations being squeezed out of
the Olympics, reports Reuter.
Olympic leaders from 183
countries agreed that the pri-
ority was to permit all nations
to compete in the Games de-
spite tough new qualifying
rules which threatened
eliminate the smaller teams.

However, they on
how this could be achieved,
with the Europeans proposing
a system of wild card entries
and the Africans secking a
fixed guarantee of 10 athletes

per country.

Raled

oo il

A soccer coaches' clinic, run by rm-n mhin
Bangladesh Football F-dlrlﬁun concluded at the N

S(.P.Br:tu

gar Mlﬂh [ltlndln'. in tie) under
senior BFF
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among
hlmwamzhmdBmﬂudq}h-mlﬂmh{ﬁﬂhhmﬂm}ﬂﬂnﬂﬂmnmmdlﬂﬂﬁmll.ﬂmﬂuh to

the minister's right.

A two-day debale ended
with the general assembly of
the Association of National
Olympic Committees (ANOC)
authorising ANOC president
Mario Vazquez Rana to negoti-
ate the issue with IOC presi-
dent Juan Antonio Samaranch.

But the truce could still
prove fragile.

The wild card option,
which would offer partictpa-
tion in selected sports to those
countries which fafled to qual-

ify, was still on the table, |

Jacques Ro of Belgium,
leader of the

uropean NOCs,
told reporters.

But the head of the African
NOC’s Jean-Claude Ganga of
Congo, said: "To participate in
the Games is the right of all
NOCs. Wild cards are a favour
and we don't want any favours.”

Nevertheless, Ganga agreed
to withdraw Africa’'s proposal
in the face of European opposi-
tion and said: "1 told my be
that it 1s better to MTHE*

. We must behave as citi-
zens of the world. .

“For that reason, we agreed
to give the matter to Mario
Vazquez Rana to negotiate with
the president of the Interna-
tional Committee.”

Rogge said the African pro-
posal would have endangered
the principle of universal par-

tion.
“We must first get the 10C
to agree to the nciples. If

you seck to establish a princi-
ple and put in frrelevant fig-
ures, then the likelthood is
that it will be refused,” he said.
Rnu: said Vazquez Rana
ropose to Samaranch
th.n -rl card entries should
be distributed by a tripartite
commission comprising the
IOC, the NOCs the interna-
tonal federations.

‘said Grove.

tight again and was pressuring
Manscll when he bum the
39-year-old Briton going
into a turn on lap 19.

Both cars slid off the track,
and Mansell sat in the car for
several seconds, obviously furi-
ous. It was only the fourth time
in 16th races that he did not
finish.

Although dark clouds
threatened a repeat of last
year's rain-shortened race, the
rain held off, except for a few
drops at the two-thirds mark.

Mansell, who won 30 races.
in a 12-year Formula One ca-
rcer, has signed a contract
with Newman Haas and has
said he plans to start in
the IndyCar entry in J-nmym .
But there are reports that ne-
gotiations are under way to
bring him back to Formula
One. :

Senna, a three-time world
champion with three victories
this year, faces an uncertain fu-
ture. The 32-year-old Brazilian
has not si a contract for
1993 and has not ruled out
jumping to IndyCar or sitting
oul the year.

The race also marked the
end Honda's involvement with
Formula One. The one-time
constructor has been supplying

engines for McLaren.

Nelson retains
WBC title

NEVADA, Nov 8: Azumah
Nelson of Ghana retained his
World Boxing Council super

title on Saturday
but challenger Calvin Grove
confounded the experts by’
lasting the full 12 rnu-ﬁ yes-

ﬂm a 15-1
dropped to the canvas in the
first round by a crunching left
hook but got up, and danced
and jabbed his way to the dis-
tance against the hard-hitting
Nelson.

Nelson was the choice on
all three ' scorecards as
he raised his record to 36-2-1.

Grove, a former Interna-
tional Boxing Federation feat-
herweight champien, won
enough respect from Nelson
that the champion imme-
diately offered him a rematch.

"Nobody gave me a chance,”

ETS
it was a

fight. Number two will be even
better.”

Grove was not hurt by the
left hook that knocked him
down in round one and didn't
let Nelson catch up to him
again through the early rounds.

Nelson tried to draw Crove
htnhﬂlﬁ‘m

narrowly missed

rﬂaun:dbﬂhuhnm
thmes.




