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Let this Solidarity be for

Democracy and Development

The first week of November 1975 was one of
coups and counter coups, of chaos and confuston,
of rumours of executions and of fear of timpending
anaichv. It slarted with a coup by Brigadier
Khaled Musharraf against the government of
President Khandakar Mushtaq, which was put
into place by the killers of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Miyhur Rahman. The eventful week ended with
an of the soldiers and the common peo-
ple on Nowember 7. The fateful day itself was full
of drama and balance of power between
those / who the chain of events and
those who ultimately enjoyed its fruits. There are
many messages that one can read in the day's
events that took place 17 years ago. There was
the obvious of butlding an exploitation-
free society in Bangladesh. The utopian idea of a
classless society was very much in the minds of
people like Col. Taher who organised, behind the
scene, much of the early moming's happenings of
that day. The soldiers who marched out from
their barracks and joined hands with the slogan-
chanting multitude, talked of a people's army
where the existing differences between the offi-
cers and common soldiers would disappear.
These and other messages permeated the air of
that November morning nearly two decades ago.
Bul they were vague messages, and cloud
them Was a more ominous message o
chavs and lawlessness. Fear ol impending
anarchy began to grip the nation as soldiers
went on a ratnﬁagc lo avenge their private
grievances In the name of establishing an
egalitarian army. : :

It was the ence of General Ziaur Rahman
in the helm of affatrs at this -stage that restored
some semblance of law and order into the coun-
try. Realising the anarchy towards which the early
of the so-called 'Sipahi Biplob' was dragging the
counuy, Gen. Zia took effective control and used
his with the soldiers to turn them
roand Lom o populisl, bid anarchic, slogan to a
more dlcciplus.d alternalive. Much to the credit
of Gen. Zia, he was instrumental in restoring
multiparty pelitical system in the country and
giving freade™ back to the vibrant national press
that exisiad helare the country was unexpectedly,
ard totally nnne ~essarily, tran<(ormed 1nto a one
party Staie, It was those initia! measure s of Ziaur
Rahman that endeared him to the people during
hi~ carly deys i the reigns of power and helped
BE G W e us Tt SuDSORiCil 812y bl auithorily.
% i ad B o Vie 6 aed), WE T Iiidid
il PeliicUc o vouw! Wliw nallonulisiic zeal of the
day Itseli. As we talk about national solidarity, can
we not redefine the context and express our new
solidartty to democracy and to development?
ﬁ‘ter all, what better fribute can there be for

rmer President Zia than a pledge to fight
poverty and backwardness in gurmunt,ry‘?'rhcrc
is no denying the fact that he gave a fresh
moeniuim to nation building work, and through
his personal attachment to field level projects,
brought in a new dynamism to the process of
development. His now famous 'walks’' through
hundreds of villages in Bangladesh, gave him a
first hamd knowledge of the needs of the people
and a very realistic and down-to-earth dimension
to his policies. As we observe this important day
‘In onr nation’s life, let us devote our energies to
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the wouk oi developmernit with the same fervour |

and zeal, as (e people did on 7th November

1975.
A Dastardly Attack

On the [ace of it the Wednesday's armed attack
on a jalra (country opera) party at the Shilpakala
Academy cinct is like any other terrorist acts
carried, almost with disdain, by organised groups
acroos the country. But a close look into the das-
tardly. daring act reveals that the incident is

surely going to have implications more for reach-
ing than usnally thought. That the armed ga
deca with a2 booty amounting to

1.25.000 — Tk 55,000 in cash and valuables
worth Lbe rest of the amount — will not be able to
do &s .nuch harm to this particular form of enter-
taliunienl @s the whole incident's psychic effects
by vay of a maral shock. |
The shock is specially unnerving because the
month-long jatra festival is bet eld. with pa-
tronage from the Shilpakala Academy. Notably, a
similar jatra festival only a couple of months ago
had to incur a sizable amount of financial loss.
Alamgir Hossain, organiser of the festival and
owner ol a jatra*party, took up the challenge to
make the current festival a success with special
emnphasis on ils financial side. The attack seemed
to have brought all his hopes to a premature end.
Reportedly, he has lost his right eye in the attack.
ow the most troubling question is: if the festi-
val will at all go ahead as scheduled Not only was
Alamgir Hcesain the lone target of attack, but at
least eight other artistes sustained injuries, two
of them seriously. Already in the doldrums, this
traditional performing folk art has been gasping
for breath because of a most discriminatory policy
adﬁptcd by the previous autocratic regime. The
Shilpakala Academy, our premier public institu-
tion to patronise and revive our d art and cul-

ture, understandably extended its helping hand
to the rs of jatra facing overwhelming
odds. But it has miserably fafled not only on this

score but also in pmvk:m:ﬁ them with the neces-
:Z.murtty. And all this is because of the
pread lawlessness and also despite the pas-

of the anti-terrorist bill in the ent.
problem therefore boils down to a simple
but inevitable point which concerns the social
stability and the rule of law. It has now amply

been that the strongest of laws fails to act

as a rrence when the ra and scope of the
exis ones have not been fully explored and
tried. making laws harsher without the sup-
mechanism or the necessary will for their

an administration rather ends up

eroding the st of the legal system. That
this is the case has by the fact that

been
unﬂlmwlh:wmﬂdcgmhmg——andwm-
margin. It is because of this the
the academy is the helplessness
and all good things in sociely
on a diminishing trail.
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| tions must bear the writer

Government throu

Islamabad, on its
played tes by all
the fanfare and publicity to the
march, which was doomed

part,

' '.E“ upon
at Shimla in 1972 between
Mrs Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, then prime minis-
‘ters of India and Pakistan, re-
spectively.

Whatever their feelings, the
two countries have respecled
the line. The world has seen
them vacating the areas they
had snatched from each other
in Kashmir, first in 1965 and
then in 1871. Both times New
Delhi was keen on retaining
Haji Pir Tithwal, the two posts
overlooking the Indian troops,
but they had to be returned
since they are part of Kashmir
under Pakistan.

True, violations ol the line

)/

| Are the Di

=HAT ‘we have areucd

and conthme to argve

is that therc are
obviousiy numny failures o an-
plemealalicn, now and in Ui
past, Ly stwochalua rapte o tn
nower e 1 Sevpticn. Bt
frer 10 ‘eaurs ef "1king bpe
B NE Mmeal. Ne, N L Jtus
dosce end sOll romuluaing s.cx,
are we at last willing to alse
discuss the possibility that
both the diagnosis and the

prescription may not be en-

tirely for the dis-
eases ' gconomic 4
system of , 7In t¢*
medical 5 and indeed

on °
than 10 yeate yuu would con-
sider firing the physician or
least going back to the pathol-
ogy labs to rediagnose the dis-
casc and to then search for
new remedies. il is our misfor-
tune that even ailer our iliness
has persisted for 10 years we

.are still adhering to the same
medicines. To take refuge in
counter-factuals as a substitute
for fuet based argument and
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Kashmir Issue Reveals the Ugly
Face of Indo-Pak Relations

of control have propaganda
value. They focus attention on
the Kashmir problem. But
their utility is decreasing.
World media interest this time
was less than before. All ex-
pected the march to be called

A
£

get out of hand. If nothing else, °

the domestic situation can be
accentuated. The aborted
march has a new
edge to the criticism of Nawaz
Sharif, the Pakistan prime
minister.

Also, it is unthinkable that
Islamabad does not realise that
the marches, even abandoned,
have given legitimacy to the
demand for the third option,
an independent Kashmir.
Unless that is Pakistan's pref-
erence 1o Lthe status quo, the
effort may boomerang one day.
The Kashmiris may faith
in lslamabad.

From all accounts, it is evi-
dent that the Pakistanis want
Kashmir to be part of their
country. The idea of indepen-
demt Kashmir is not to their
Jdking. They are willing to let
the Hindu majority Jammu and
the Buddhist-majority Ladakh
be parts of India but not the
valley of Kashmir. New devel-
opments are, however, telling,
The way some peopie tried to
march [rom Srinagar to the
line of control to welcome the

violators indicates that the
concept of independence has
taken roots in Kashmir. Is
Pakistan ready for it?

No doubt, Islamabad can
have the satisfaction that every
march is uncertainty
in Kashmir. But it has been
undertaking similar exercise
in onec lorm or the other for a
long time. There is no interna-
tlonal forum, whether the UN
general assembly, the Organi-
sation of lslamic Countries or
the Non-aligned Movement,

When Bhutto signed the
Shimla agreement some 20
years ago after Pakistan's de-
feat at the hands or India. he
had reached two conclusions.
One, he realised that it was no
use knocking at the door of
foreign countries. He told me
before the Shimla conference
that he was sick of going
around the world chancenes
for secking s That is
the reason why the Shimla

agreement enjoined upon the

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

where Pakistan has not raised
Kashmir. It has made little
difference in the status of the
siale.

As Islamabad would have
known from its experience,

rs have no fixed
mmhnw only fixed in-
terest. They go an chan
according to what suits t
al a particular time. America,
the UK and China, once com-
Lletdy on the side of Pakistan,
ve moved lo the middle,
now exhort both New
Delhd and Islamabad to settle
their differences between
themselves through peaceful
means. The world situation has
changed so much that tnfluen-
tial countries do not give a
damn to what happens to India
or Pakistan. '

say that things might have
heen worse under other policy
regumes is no answer w the
ﬁ::ﬁ:nt reality thel we are aod

ve ful sometime been very
sicl

lf ket  Plakim]' W Sliddaw .
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| R . -.-.l..i-;.u.i.. oy I, h"-,‘ !1— Lall
olimd v outrics wrier a stnflar
policy me prescribed by
the W Bank then the can
visit the FPhilippines in Asia,
travel to the next meeting ol

- the Filhance Ministers of the

oF murnm 3@

Organisa

‘Aatin American counterparts of
enguire whether Lhe same
remedies belng Uled ou

Bangladesh have restored M af

them to good health. If he
wants to look to the bright
side he can discuss with the
Suuth  Kerea oi Taiwancse

Finance *™ f=iers tne reality of

what - thefr @eaernments actu-
ally did to build up the good
health of their economies
since the 18ui's and net be
mesmerised by = fantasises
spun by the World Bank about

basic issues and causes of con
Mets which have bedeviled the
relations between the two".
The second conclusion was
that Pakistan could not forcibly
wrest Kashmir [rom India. The
Shimla agrecment reflcets
both. On the one hand, Bhutto
agreed to a bilateral h
o the settlement of ﬁpulc-
beiween India and Pakistan; on
the other, he accepted the
reality of lﬂﬂinf the differ-
ences by "peaceful means.”
Unlortunately, no lessons
sccin W have been learnt from
the past. The Shimla agrec-
ment remains a plous hope.
And there Is no real effort to
put an end to the conflict and
confrontation that have hith-
erto marred relations between
'he two. They seem to be

INITIATING A DIALOGUE ON BANGI_ADESH'S ECONOM!

, by Rehman Sobhan

Star Guest_Columnist

what they thought was done by
the East Asian swecess stories.

LT L1 S——— . prese oc as
comgd ¢ reading M- Both
the GUB policymakers, the
various chambers of business,
the donors and indeed all our
economists, two outstanding
boeoks on the Korean ..peri-
¢cnee, one, Lerai Jones, a

l‘xeuctat Uniwver ity
a Sakong 11, a former
Finance Minister of South
Korea, Government, Business
and Entrepreneurship in
Economic Development: The
Korean Case; another by Alice
H Amsden a professor at MIT
and the New School or
Research in New York, Asia’'s
Next Giant: South Korea and

" Late Industrialisation; and a

book on Taiwan by  Robert
Wade of the Institute of
Development Studies, Sussex
and then with the World Bank,
on Government the Market.

Whatever we may learn
from other developing ~oun-

tries, our problems i uwever -

remaiin vur OWil. owtia Lhe
GOB o W« » . < M-
nity or (t= ccopomisis have
any readymade medicines for
our problems. What we can do
is to coll discuss these
issues, free of party or partisan
fbolcmit::l. without up
ixed public stures. in-
dulging in
a substitute for looking at facts
or pursuing reéasoned argu-
ment. Above all we need to
move away from our traditional
habit of looking outside to the

_donors whether to both diag-

nose and resolve our many
roblems or to, as blindly,
lame them for all our ills.

The Four Issues
As part of a process for ini-
tiating such a sober, non-parti-

san policy dialogue, 1 propose
to use the future columns of
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double spage. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
s real name, signature and

address.

Postal designations

Sir, It s an established
order that every official /officer
must write correctly the des-

-ignation of the post he actually

holds. But in the Post Office
Department we find a glaring
deviation in this regard. It is
funny to' note that the BCS
(Postal) officers posted as
Postmaster of a Head Post
Office and Senior Postmaster
of a GPO are writing their des-
ignations as Assistant Post-
master-General-cum-Post-
master and Deputy Post-
master-General-cum Senior
Postmaster, respectively.
There is no sanction of the
gh gazette
notification for such a schange
of designation. An Assistant
Postmaster-General is gener-
ally posted at the office of the
Postmaster-General and the
Deputy Postmastdr-General
holds charge of a Postal
Division. A Deputy PMG may be
posted in the office of the PMG
with the same designation.
The Head of a Post Office is
Postmaster and when he will
head the GPO he will be Senior
Postmaster. By writing his des-
ignation as Assti. Postmaster-
General-cum Postmaster or Dy.
Postamster-General-cum
Senfor Postmaster he s violat-
ing all norms and traditions of
service discipline,
Sultan Ahmed
Balubari, Dinajpur

House rent and

medical allowance of

teachers

Sir, | have observed with
much pain that the non-gov-

ernment teachers are getting

house rent and medical al-
lowance per month at the rate

Taka 100 each since the time
ol autocratic government. The
non-government teachers have
been considered under the
new nalional pay scale since
July, '92 but the house rent

medical allowance did not
changed as in the case of gov-
ernment teachers.

I would like to draw the at-
tention of the authority con-
cerned to reconsider the case
of non-govt teachers under the
new national scale.

Md Fazlul Haque
Head Master
Moyeenpur ML High School,

~5ur!.amga.ry

Idle thought

Sir, your reference to a
sightless young couple (My
World 30.10.92) of Singapore
threw me into severe pensive
mood for a while, but, quickly
recovered from the pangs of
sorrow for the sightless per-
sons after knowing about the
great Ved Mehta. My optimism
was again tormented when I
found a news item on the
backpage of the same issue
that there are 2.75 lepers in
the country. My eyes turmed to
a photograph above showing
the Prime Minister addressing
a public meeting in Chittagong.
By now such pho phs have
become stereotyped! Suddenly
an fdle thought came to my
mind. Her husband late Ziaur
Rahman has gone into history
by canal-digging which helped
this unfortunate country to
achieve tremendous progress
towards self-sufficiency in
foodgrains. A big hospital for
the sightless or lepers through
her initiative would certainly
make her immortal like Dr
Ibrahim who built the coun-
try's most active and disci-
plined hospital for the diabetic

patients at the heart of the
city. If she comes forward to
take up either ol the two pro-
posals or both — as she is the
prime minister the decision
making and funding would not
be a problem, 1 will denate my
one month's pension money to
the fund. What a cricketer can
do in Pakistan, can surely be
done by a prime minister in
Bangladeshl

Abdul Kader,

Purana Paltan, Dhaka

Open alternatives

Sir, Asian- Development
Bank is helping esh
Open University with over 24
million SDR load. The soft loan
has one percent annual service
charge over a payment period

of 40 years.
The projected Open
University has been structured

to fulfill increasing needs for
basic, secondary, post sec-
ondary, and vocational educa-
tion particularly covering rural
areas where overwhelming
majority of people live without
modern education facilities.

* The curricula of this exterided

teaching system will include
both formal and non-formal
programmes.

As of now, Bangl
rich with nine major universi-
ties, hundreds of colleges and
vocational institutes, thousands
of secondary, primary, and
elementary schools available to
110 million Bangladeshis as
well as to the rest of the world.

But the nation's knowledge

. sector {s experiencing uphill

battles in providing quality ed-
ucation as by every-
body on acecount of “war
courses” in progress on cam-

pus.

Some of the discredit naiu-
rally cover the inefficiency of
administration in containing
violence of a student activities,
which is often criticized as au-
thority’s designs to cover up
professional deficiencies.

Besides, the trend of pre-
ferring engineering and medi-
cal professions by the majority
of the best students leaves the
most work fields out to the

adesh is ‘

relatively lower caliber gradu-
ales. _

If the present. condition of
the country’s academic sector

does not rove in a short
period, both employers and
employees will encounter dis-
appointments as poorly quali-
fied workforce contributes
more to downgrading the out-
put standard, so do underem-
ployed and wrong-employed.
With over three-fourths

. population illiterate and sur-

plus agpﬂcant: against avail-
able job vacancies year around,
the prospects of an Open
University in LDC esh
depend on a time test.

By and large, this added ed-
ucational can
meet most of the 1l de-
mands in rural areas with
gramme size propo to
employment irements.
The best outcome will, how-
ever, be controlled by the
course characteristics that
should facilitate teacher-stu-
dent communications with
flexibility to exchange knowl-
edge.

M Rahman .
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

Power failure in
Narayanganj

Sir, t power cut is a
common phenomenon in the
vast populous town Naray-

-anganj. In this regard, the

most affected ones are the
inhabitants of Masdair where
hundreds of students, busi-
nessman, serviceholders live
and a lot of commercial estab-
lishments are situated.

Every day and night at least
several times elec is cut
ofl. Low voltage of electricity is
another problem. Conse-
guently, students are ex-
periencing much difficulties
and their misery mounts and
the annual examination is ap-
proaching.

We strongly urge the con-
cerned authority to look into
the matter at the carliest.

Fayezur Rahman

ity continues to prevail. Both
sides are spending best part of
their budgets on armaments
and will do so at
the expense of development.

Its a sad future for the sub-

continent. -

Ultimately, New Delhi and
Islamabad will have 10 sit
across the table te sort out
their problems, partieularly
Kashmir. o this s what
Pakistan has been wanting to

achieve, it is going the

way. The more l-hm
ratses dust or involves out-
siders, the more rigid will be
New Delhi's stand. Were
Pakistan to accept that it ean-
not lorce talks upon [ndia,
things may become casier. Why
docan’t islamabad accept a dia-
logue under the Shimla
agreement to which New Delhi
is commilted? There is ne
preconditions to the talks. The
agreement {tselfl says that no
discussions will prejudice the
Emtsﬂ position of other

Islamabad has also failed to
perceive a change In the
indian opinfon. The intelli-
gentsia is veering round to the
viewpoint that New Delhi
should hold talks wilh
Islamabad on Kashmir. Not
only that, there is a demand to
associate the people of
Kashmir with the talks.

The argument that Kashmir
should go to Pakistan because
it has an over-whelming popu-
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this paper ta initiate discus-
sfon on four issues which are
arousing public controversy: i)
The role of the public and pri-
vate sector. fi) Import liberali-
sation and export promotion.
ifN) Desubsidisation iv] Proab-
lems of the lako ar ma ey
Thetre arc Ny oun £ e
sues facing the economy und
policy prescription's which
also need to be addressed In
this and other fora in the next
few months. | have picked only
four such fissues which are

reforms being promoted by the
World Bank which may be im-
pacting mosl severely on our
economic health. It 1s not ex-

OPINION

Pale of Corruption
Salim Ahmed

PROPOS the serialised
article by Mr Shahed
Latif (Window on Asia)
under the caption The chan-

{ ging perception on corruption’

published in your daily on the
21st September where Mr
Latif has cogently the
reasons for corruption in the
bureaucracy, [ feel it deserves
scrious attention. He has
rightly highlighted the aspect
that the salary level has no
relationship with the wild
price rise and he has also
pointed out that the honesty is
the best policy, otherwise in
spite of hundred crores in the
secret bank account the
inevitable end is the Dhaka
The man who pushed the
sliding down of the country to
the unfathomed abyss of cor-
ruption and degenerated the
bureauc both in efficiency
and morality and facilitated
plunder by a known circle
plunging the entire country
into a culture of corruption
though not named in the arti-
cle, is understood. |
However, it is refreshing
that the man and some of his

|- cronics have bee~ t3ken to

book already but th: major
plank of the beneficiaries of
the corruption culture has al-
ready buflt an immunity against
any detection and assault and
it is painful to observe that the
government has not yet taken
any comprehensive pro-

mme to root out corruption
rom the administration nay
from the society. It is not yet
understood whether the gov-
ernment or, for the matter,
the kitchen cabinet has taken
this crime seriously which has
dug deep into our society and
into economy and has eaten
the vitals of the national in-
cluding generous foreign aid
and loan, sometimes obtained
at the cost of our national in-
terest. '

Mr Latif has candidly stated
that graft emanated from need
but it will be perhaps over
simplification to say that it is
need based; rather it travels in
the path of least resistance and
in the prices it becomes
greed-based, and if such things
go unabated the society loses
Its resistance against corrup-
tion or corrupt practice. It has
been the case with us perhaps.

Ironically speaking even -
‘ ple did not falter to vote for a

India’'s prime minisicr, has of-
fered a status between inde-

acceptable to the Washmirle,
who have gone farther from
india because of the. adminis-
tration's highhandcdness, s
the question that remains
unanswered. Softening of the
valley's border may enhance
the value of Rao's offer, both in
the eyes of Kashmir and
Pakistan. _

agnosis and the Prescription Not Appropriate ?

pected that all readers will
agree with analysis but it is
lupcdthnt“tchninhmhndm
my presentation will stimulate
responses from all sides of the

. table both in your columns and

in other fora so that an inten-
o B LEE & ¢ "9 + TS ol 5
Cal. XL LLCT way @l A
levels throughout «esh.
It is only by intensively debat-
ing issues that we can hope to
come up with workable solu-
tions to our many problems or
at least identify where there

_|.|.'|l':

of opinion to resolved by
submission to the will of the
electorate.

(Concluded)

smuggler or his patron nor re-
fused to accept the booty of a
thug in form of grant and to
have an institution named after
the thug or his kins.

The government servants
have got a code of conduct to
follow the breach of which un-
der the law is punishable but
now it ap that there hap-
pens to be no such code ei-
ther. -

Our Prime Minster, it is
heartening to observe, is un-
failingly eloquent against cor-
ruption and she does not for-
get to dig against the days of
Awami League and Jatiya Party |
role. But to live in the past only
surely does not pay long. It is
high time for a erack-down on

| corruption built-in within the

administration and perpé-
trated under its pa ol

Our leader of the opposition
has already made a mark in
sermonizing on all national is-
sues but, it , spokes-
men of her party showed ex-
treme anxiety in the name of
democracy in consequence to
the arrest of one MP invelved
in a big financial swindle but
she kept a studied silenee
about the affair. The fundamen-
talists who preach pristine 2—
rity also do not care to
the people of the of
Islam to hate corruption and to
excommunicate corrupt peo-
ple at the minimum. The left-
ists these days however, are
not taken seriously owing to
gap in their profession and
practice as evidenced {rom
collapse of communism in
Soviet Union and Eastern
Euro countries.

Recently, a Dhaka daily
carried a news item that a
petty trade make official still
in service is said to have un-
dertaken a business venture in
the name of a limited
company of which his wile is
the director and his
children living under the same
::If are the other directors

the company, according to
the has an authorised
of one crore Taka! And

of our tough Finance Minister.
This is an example about a
peity official. However, il such
is the affair of a small fry then
what about the big guys, bar-
ring of course the exceptional
few.




