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In Journalism Training, There's Much to Learn from

China; and Let's Forget a Few Cliches in Reporting

HE professional training for journalists
carries a price it also involyes . a
commitment to press, careful
and minimum possible interference
governmeni.
,  Dw his recent visit to China, my
friend. Devapriya Barua, the Chief Editor ol the
Bangladeah Sangbad Sangstha (BSS), the
country's so-called national news agency, must
have seen for himsell how Xinhua has pro-
over the years as a credible operation
with an expanding intermational network, serv-
ing its clients in different continents in six

1: article by Barua, published elsewhere in
this fssue, deals with the growth of Chin's na-
tional news agency. If the trip combined for
him business with pleasure, it must have also
left him pretty frustrated when he compared
the two services — BSS and Xinhua — and felt
sad about the dismal situation in which the
is placed today.

True, it will be unfair to compare the two
news agencies, considering their size and re-
sources available at their disposal. It is under-
standable why BSS cannot have the kind of
massive multi-storied structure now occupied
by Xinhua. But it is a shame that Bangladesh
news service cannot be housed in some decent

ses, instead of in its present rundown
bullding which, as a journalist once put ft,
m: onc an idea as to what a sick industry

like from outside. It probably looks the
same from inside as well.

For Xinhua, the present impressive struc-
ture where it is now housed is some new.
During the decade of the eighties when | vis-
ited it almost every year, during my proles-
sfonal trips to China, the service operated from
austere but comfortable and spacious rows of
buildings, all humming with activity.

A part of one such building was occupted by
the Xinhua training centre where new entrants
and even mid-level reporters, feature writers
and sub-editors went through well-planned
courses, each one running for six to nine
months, on subjects ranging from the use of

‘English to journalistic techniques. During each
visit, | would spend a couple of hours at the
wcentre, talking to trainee journalists, going
their curriculum and chatting with the in-
At one stage, the two of the trainers
were Australian young journalists who took
time off from their newspapers for a year or
dwo they spent with Xinhua. Later, they were
Jrom Can and then from England. And so it
went on, without a break in the continuity,
pwith one group of trainves completing the
course to make room for another
» Impressed as | was with the progiamme, |
ad little problem in identifying what madec it
uch a success. It was the kind of success

achieved by a news service in a develop-

for the p

an in-house
have been one or two short courses, but we are

inherent in China.

In the first place, the whole.
was designed and conducted by the
Foundation of the United Kingdom which,
notwithstanding some ups and downs in its

When it comes to training for
Journalists, the media here is in-
deed in a sad situation. There is
no in-house training programme
within BSS. One does not see any
sign of any long-term planning at
the Press Institute. Sadly
enough, professional bodies of ed-
Journalists show little interest in
what goes on in this field.

funding position, continues to be one of the
best, if not the very best, in journalism train-

ng.
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of BSS. The response from me was deliberately
cold, "That wont' make that much difference
uniess you produce better copy, your staffers
work harder and you exercise a total editorial
autonomy.”

In this respect, the performance of the
Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB) is, to be
charitable, a somewhat mixed one. To put #t
bluntly, it comes close to being a [ailure.

Judging from inside, PIB plans its short
courses — seldom does any of its programme
run for more than a week to ten days —
somewhat on an adhoc basis, depending on the
availability of a grant, usually from an external
source. It is, therefore, unable to work out In
advance an annual calender of activities, in
consultation with newspaper editors, based on
continuity and follow-up course lence, a
week -long course on parllamentary on report
ing maybe followed by a programme envi-
ronmental writing. Il PIB is in no position to
set up follow-up course in these two subjects
until new grants are available, it is also unable
to lend a trainer to a newspaper if 1t wants one
on cost- basis

It must be part ol general cynicism that

S. M. Ali

Secondly, as fdr as | gathered, Xinhua paid
rogramme from its own resources,
although it would have been delighted to obtain
some financial support from an international
organisation. It was part of its "human re-
sources development”, the expression we hear
in all different countries, although it means dif-
ferent things to different governments.
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HEN it comes to training for jour-
nalists, the media s

indeed in a different — and, indeed, a
sad situation. In its long history, BSS never had

training programme. There might

noet sure in the absence of confirmation.

Yet, as the so-called national agency of a Least

Developed Country (LDC), BSS is in a pretty
strong position to obtain a sizable grant, not to
mention the services of trainers, from an
international organisation to set up a well-
planned programme. A few years ago, the then

Chiefl Editor of the news agency had confided

me most enthusiastically that Japan was

showing some interest in the computerisation

prevails within media in the country today that
while PIB carries on with its activities in the
way it can — with its Director General chang-

‘iIng every two to three years — profes-

sional of editors, newspaper owners and

working journalists seem to be playing little
part in using this potentially useful organisa-
tion in raising the level of journalism in

Bangladesh.

We are grateful to Barua for writing a plece
for The Daily Star on his China trip. If | had
anything to do with PIB, | would have invited
him to the Institute to give a talk on the

growth and expansion of Xinhua or on journal-
ism training in Befjing.
® X %

F a prolessional instructor 1njoumalism
does end upin BSS to conduct a six-
month in-house training programme, his

first job will be to make the reporters unlearn

some of the established guidelines they have
been used to for all these years. Here are a few
examples, most of them picked up from the
conversation of a foreign journalist, a recent

visitor \o0 Dhaka.

First, a rhetorical exhortation by a national
leader at a public rally, usually asking people to
work hard, must be dismissed as a lead for a
report. If the leader does not deserve the In-
tro, he or she (as the case maybe) hardly needs
to be quoted in direct narration in long para-
graphs, il there s no news in what he or she

(again, as the case may be) says.

He had a few other expressions picked up
from our reports, which he felt might stem
from our habit of over-statement or our
cal culture, if not both. However, his final ob-
servation was an astute one, many of
us have noticed this phenomenon — what else
can we call it? — in reporting, in speeches de-
ltvered by ministers or even in committee

meetings.

Is it always the "dynamic leadership” of the
head of the government (the prime minister or
the president) who is responsible for whatever
“achievement”™ made ih the country? Can't we
aftribute any success to any other factor or, for
that matter, to any other mortal.

What is this due to? asked the visiting jour-
nalist. “This is part of our sycophantic culture
which transcends politics,” my reply.

If my contemporaries would remember
their rting days in the sixties, it all started
in the Ayub Khan, when every success, if
any, achieved in Pakistan was attributed to the
"dynamiec leadership of President Ayub.” Then,
successive governments in Pakistan and
Bangladesh kept the expression in vogue, mak-
ing sure it is used only in the right context. If
one is confused about the context, there can be
trouble, real trouble, under one kind of black
law or another. So, watch out.

* * *

Y now, a number of our visiting (riends,
some connected with the media, have
asked me if the CNN coverage that we
have been seeing almost every morning,
especially during the US presidential
campaign, has made any impact, especially on
our own electromic network.
Has any of our readers given any thought to
it?
How would | answer the question myself?
Well, we will be back after the next commer-
cial — next week!

Sng country, despite some political constraints
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BBC's New Daily "South Asia Report"

NE of the region's most

prestigious current

affairs programmes, the
BBC's South Asia Survey goes

from the end of October,
will be relaunched as the
South Asia Report.

A New look, and two daily
transmissions offer listeners
more in-depth analysis, and

region.

South Asia Survey has gained a
reputation for excellent, bal-
anced of current af- pro
fairs, pmby some of the

best-known journalists in the

It began as a weekly pro-

gramme, but since last year it
has been broadcast five a

Rao and Begum Khaleda Zia
have all featured on the
gramme. There have also
been probing interviews with
Dr Manmohan Singh and Saifur
Rahman.

"Going daily was the next
logical step,” say South Asia
Report Editor Alexander
Thomson. "We certainly are

week, covering current not com t, and we aim to
even ‘more up-lo-date mews. . . 4. Pakistan, Bangladesh, carry on improving and in-
New features include a weekly Sri Lanka, , Bhutan and creasing our coverage. We
round-table discussion, chai- Afghanistan. Virtually all the hope," Alexander Thomson
red by the BBC's ex-Sri Lanka leaders and senior politiclans added, "that new listeners will
correspondent Chris Morris, of those countries been come to regard us as their first

tackling controversial issues

such as nuclear proliferation,
or the role of the IMF in South

Asia

heard on the programme,
Many are among its regular lis-
teners. In recent months, GP
Koirala, Ranasin
During its 15-year history, dasa, Nawaz Sharll, Narasimha

and most reliable source of
news and analysis for the re-

gion, a programme that tells
¢ Prema- them what's happening and
why "
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The BBC South Asia Report Team, from left: Solmaz Dabiri, Mani Rana, George Arney;
Alexander Thomson, Pam Milner, Arasan Arulliah, Sarah Smith and Larry Jagan.
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CHINA REVISITED

and expericnced that we are
stores were going to see a modern pros-
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Continued from page 9
departmental

in Shanghai from
Xinhua thoughtfully took me to
visit a famous 300-year-old
Buddhist temple with jade im-
ages of Buddha sculptured on

o
T

taken to the 1,700-year-old
Longhua Buddhist temple
where 1 found Lamas and
monks engaged in prayers and
chanting hymns in Chinese.
Reconstruction was being car-
ried out by the ment for
renovation of these two his-
toric temples. Attached to

......
o

habited by 90 monks headed
by the Chief Abbot, also a Vice
President of the Chinese
Buddhist Association, is a
Buddhist hotel with 160 air-
conditioned guest rooms and
attached vegetarian restaurant.

We had nearly two hours'
flight to Guangzhou on China
Eastern Airline on September
13 evening. Our programme on
the next day included a visit to
an agro-based Pharmaceutical
General Factory, about 30

NG

perous China in the comin
years sctting a unique modj
for all developing countries.
Photos: Courtesy — the China Today
and the Begtng Review

Longhua Temple, which is in-  ESGRSRENES “
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Should "Sea of Japan”
be Called "East Sea" ?

At the 6th UN Conference on the Standardisation of
Geographical Names, held in New York in August,
1992, Ambassador Byung Yong Soh of the Republie of
Korea emphasised that judging from the evidence of

history, geography and archives, the sea in question
should be renamed as "East Sea”. His statement was

instantly seconded by the North Korean

represenialive.

By A Correspondent

ISTORICALLY, three
names, “Sea of Korea.®
“Oriental Sea” and "Sea
of Japan" hawve appeared in
world maps to refer to the sea
between Korea and Japan.
SEA OF KOREA : Begi-
nning in the early 17th cen-

name "Sea of Korea" or its
equivalent as the designation
of the sea. In 1615, Gedinho
de Heredia named the sea
"Mar Corfa” on his map of Asia.
in 1647, R Dudl (1573
1649}, an Eng-lishman,
denoted it as "Mare di Coral”
on his map “"Carta
della Grande Isola de Giapone
di lezo con 1l Regno di Corat et
altre [sole in torno.”
Subsequently, "Sea of
Korea” or its equivalent in
other languages appeared on
many other maps such as:
Tavernier's "Carte des Isles du

Japon™ of 1679 (Mar de
Correr]. Bowen's "A New and
Accurate of the Empire of

Japan® of 1747 (Sea of Korea).

Robert be Va s carte de
L'Asie” of 1750 (Mer de
Coree), and sayer's "The

Empire of Japan" of 1794
(Corean Sea).

The common u of the
name “Sea of Korea" by ;
raphers was reflected 'llnml’gc
first and second editions of the
Encyclopedia Britannica, pub-
lished in 1771 (volume II,
Plate LXXXIX) and 1778, which
used the name to indicate the
sea in question in an illustra-
tion of China.

"Sea of Korea” was also
widely used by Japanese car-
tographers in the late 18th
and 19th centuries. Notably,
the name "Chosunhae”, Httrllﬂy
meaning "Sea of Korea”, ap-
peared on Kasragawa's map of
Asia of 1794, Takabashi's
world map of 1810 and
Kasaku's world map of 1847.
An official map of the Japanese
Government ﬁbulhﬁd circa
1840. named area close to
Korea as "Chosun Hae" (Sea of
Korea) and the are close to
Japan as "Nihon Kai" (Sea of
Japan).

SEA OF JAPAN : "Sea of
Japan” seems to have been
first mentioned by Matteo
Ricci, and Italilan missionary

‘ who setfled in China, on his

world map of 1602. In 1708,
Witsen used "Mer Orientale ou
du Japon® in his publication,
“carte Nouvelle de la Grande
tartarie.” French cartographer
D'Anville’s "A Map of China”
and "General Map of Eastern
and Western Tartary,” pub-
lished in 1738, and 1741, re-

spectively, also named the sea

"Sea of Japan".
In 1797, La Perouse pub-

] lished the results of his explo-

rations of the sea arcund

geographer A.
Arrowsmith's "Chart of the
Pacific Ocean” of 1798 and

the 17th and
turfes. It & 0.4
(160]1-1668), a Jesuit Missi-
onary, first used the "Ocean
oriental” on his "Royaume de
Japon" of 1660.

et

Orientale ou Mer de Coree,”
and Witsen's “CarteNouvelle de
la Grande Tartarie”

in 1708 as "Mer Orientale ou
du Japon.” It is that
Robert de Vaugondy's “L'Em-
pire du Japon" used "Mer du
Japon” to denote the area
close to Japan and "Mer de
Coree” to denote the area
close to Korea. Bowen, who
named the area "Sea of Korea”
on his "A New and Accurate
Map of the Empire of Japan™ of
1747, called in "Sea of Japan®
on his "A New and Accurate
map of China”. These are some
examples of the overlapping
use of NAames.

SUMMARY : Old maps re-
veal that such names as "Sea
of Koyea" "Sea of Japan" and
"Oriental Sea" had been used
to designate the sea between
Korea and Japan from the early
17th century.

It was Japancse expansion-
ism that a decisive role
in spreading the usage of “Sea
of Japan®, irticular, Japa-
nese predeminance in the
region since the late 19th
century contributed to the
wider acceptable of "Sea of
Japan” in the WestL

The Russo-Ja war of
1904 contributed to the con-
solidation of "Sea of Japan” by
drawing the West's attention o
the geography of the Far East.
Finally, the fall of Korea to
Japanese rule in 1910 resulted
in the complete disa
of "Sea of Korea" from world

cupation in 1945, the Korean
people have referred to the sea
as "East Sea” in English, corre-

sponding to the name in the

Korean Language "Tong lae.”

miles from the city. The
Director of the Company said
that it manufactured tradi-
tional Chinese medicines and
had been developed by the
Chinese without any Govern-
ment support. The Company
develo subsidiary business
enterprises and plans to build
an industrial village on joint
venture., The same day | was
taken to visit a 700-year-old
Buddhist temple, the local
Musecum and a Hall with a large
lawn dedicated to the memory
of San Yat Sen who hailed from
this province. Next day | was
taken to a Sino-British joint
venture producing coflee.

The Chinese friends whom
| had met were frank to say
that there are still remote ar-
cas and mountainous regions

which remain to be developed. .

Benefits accruing from mod-
ernisation shall be filtered
down to the people of these
regions who constitute about
10 per cent of the total popu-
lation.

I left Guangzhou (Canton) in
the afternoon of September 15
and boarded a train for
Kowloon (Hong Kong) for a
pleasant three-hour journey.
On both sides were lush green
villages with farmers ting
their fields. Pattern of new
housing was the same as else-

' where in the countryside. The

air-conditioned train passed
through China's Shenzhan
Economic Zone which with
numerous high rises resem-
bled Hong Kong but Hong
Kong was on the other side
across a bridge over a small
river dividing China and the
present-day British Hong Kong
awaiting to be integrated with
China in 1997. ,

My 1l-day visit to China
came to an end but as | look
back, | know from what | saw

person basically, but is complaining about everything
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you answered some letters to women who
their husbands, I do not remember your

advice and would like to present this problem to you. My sis-
‘ter has been beaten by her husband for the last ten years till
she finally left him. Recently that wicked man has become
very ill and needs her. She is very confused and thinks that it
is her duty to go back to him. | think it is disgusting that she
should even think of going back to him after the way he has
treated her. What (s your idea about this. My sister is a won-
derful person and | want to give her the right advice.

Laila, Bakshi Bazaar, Dhaka.
Dear Laila,

Your sister is in a very difficult situation where she is being
pulled in two directions. Our traditional values tell a woman
that her place is with the husband — no matter what her
memory is of the horror she has endured. Probably her hus-
band is really sick and needs her now but will revert to his
previous habit once he recovers. You can try to tell your sister
that he is just trying to get her attention and sympathies. The
point to consider here is that she might be using this as an
excuse to go back to him. It is very difficult for a woman in
our culture to break away completely and as time passes one
tends to forget the unpleasant and remember only the pleas-
ant. Perhaps the memory of his cruelty is fading and she is
again thinking of starting afresh with him. The only thing you
can do is to advise her that people seldom change and that
she might be going back to the same life that she has so
bravely left. ;

Dear Mita,

I never thought I would have in-laws problems but here |
am complaining about my mother-in-law. She is nalda bad
. As soon
as she sees us she starts about her aches and pains, her frail

the weather, the other daughter-in-laws
don’t live with her, she would have

You will not like my answer, but there is nothing you can
do or should do to stop your mother-in-law from complaining

She i1s old and has developed certain habits over the years
which will not change just because of you. Mereover, since
you do not live with her, | am sure the is not unbear-
able. What you can do is try to make her life easier if possible.

Dear Mila, :
I know many have asked this before, but why does
marriage become so dull and boring after few years? What

happens to all the romance and excitement of the beginning
years? | have tried so many things but nothing has
My husband does not agree with me and thinks that t
the way marriage (s supposed to be. We both have
reers, two beautiful children and a lovely house, yet
little to talk about when we meet and prefer to
friends than with each other. What is the solution, is
tic to expect anything different? Please advise. ,

Rumana, Lalmatia, Dhaka

HH!
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Dear Rumana,

Yes , you are right, many couples, especially women have
asked me this question. Boredom is the number one problem
in marriage and most people like your husband do not even
perceive {t as a problem.

Keeping the romance and excitement alive is tough, but
possible. One has to work on it as it does not happen
automatically and it needs the active cooperation of both, the
husband and the wife. You can start by appreeciating each
other, not in your hearts only but verbally. Saying nice things,
paying compliments, giving small gifts do not cost much
money or eflort but go a long way in showing that you care.
Perhaps you could start and will follow. As | said, its not casy
but try to make a beginning.

I have been married for 20 years. My husband (s very {
ness minded and is always busy. When he (s free, he reads the
newspaper or a magazine. He never takes me out nor does he
talk freely with me. If I need anything, he just gives me
money and asks me to buy it myself. My children are now
growing up and do not understand their father's behaviour.
Please advise me how I can make my husband talk.

Anonymous, Dhaka

Dear Anonymous,
Your complain hnvtrﬂmnnmn one specially in our cul-
ture. This happens when husbands become insensitive to the
:peﬂhlncednnft}wlrﬁmu::ddomtndhthtl:yud
more than a house to in, or enough money
Needles to say, you should have confronted tw
long time ago. 20 years is a long time and your has
developed set ideas and habits which will be difficult fo
change. Communicate your feelings to him as much as possi-
ble without getting into an argument and encourage your
children to do the same. There must be some topic that he
likes to talk about, start with that. You will have to take the
initiative to draw him out of the shell that he has buflt around

him. Best of luck.



