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women in Bangladesh.

Harvest time bears tidings
of good times ahead. But to the
female who look after the
household, it means continu-
ous work, often s meals
and in a nutshell a terrible
time. It is in this area that the
pedal thresher and winnower
can play a vital role in
dn;lrrj reduction. The se-
lected beneficlary members of
the relevant groups recetved

cluded from this training,
since they do not have any
agricultural or in-
terest, seven out of eight pro-
ject locations have been cov-
ered with fifteen trainees form
cach location.

Though Bangladesh is a

riverine country with 'water’ travel miles to'fetch water for  useful pursuits. Bangladesh has
all around, yet the availability mhmnnd other purposes. seasonal variations in the water
of drinking water and clean The effect s negative in more table thereby making wells not
water for other domestic pur than one way. Firstly, a lot of always usable. Also water sali-
fs a very serious prob- ¢ is exerted unnecessary mlrhhlfi.u-.ih‘lmdt-
. Often women have to which could be used in other able for drinking or washing
Statistics show that due to lack of rest, recreation and a poor diet most mothers
suffer from ill health and are subject to severe problems during and after pregnancy.
If the mothers could earn, life would be better.
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‘J'i}‘ h ,ﬁa? ’;1.; - stve h:trnf:ﬂun of ihﬁﬂ:'
. ~ fad . tubewells irrigation in
4‘ - c?;" recent past has resulted in the
N (e -.'#r-""" lowering of water level and
pg® § < sources. Keeping in mind the
\»ﬁ? - » local condition, it has been
o found that deep set "Tara"
e A Y & pumps would be the most suit-
n.-.—;:-"'lf . to lack of water for cooking
' ) and other purposes has to be
The "Tara” pump is a direct
action PVC handpump which
can be operated in water tables
down to 12 metres. It has
many advantages over conven-
u]nndhn.nd They are:
1) H
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Easy
ditional shidger system.

3) Simple technology and
easy to use.

4) Easy maintenance by the
users without handtools.

5) Scientifically designed
keeping in view the
human anatomy for less

physical labour
6) Appmﬂmtcl}'bm the
cost of conventional dee-

r pumps.
7) l;:lr locally in Bang-
ladesh.

Cooking is another area that
causes much misery among vil-
lage women. Sometimes fuel
wood have to be obtained from
different places, up
time and energy that could be
utilised for other oc-
cupations. Cooking s, most of
the time women's nightmare.
Firstly, because availability of
the correct amount of food and
the t kind is always not
possible. Moreover, it is often
hard to light a fire and smoke
filled cooking can never be a

pleasure.
To relieve rural women

Women Suffer Social Discrimination

by Syeda Zakia Ahsan

from strain, d and un-
paid domestic and to en-
able them to release time and
energy for alternative use in
income generating activities or
leisure, the ILO pro enti-
tled "Technologies for Rural
Employment with Special
Reference to Women” working
in collaboration with the
Women's Aflairs Depariment,
has decided to introduce the
improved '‘Chula’ (Stoves) for
cooking purposes to the pro-

ject beneficiaries. Prototypes

of the “Chula”

been developed by the
Bangladesh Council for Scien-
tific and Industrial Research
(BCSIR) and R&D institution of
the Government.
Aprat from being energy
€ t in terms of using
approximately fifty per cent
less fuel compared to the
traditional "Chula”, and con-
serving heat through innova-
tive structural design, the
"Chula® has also other added
qualities. Firstly, it reduces

environmental pollution and
secondly, a cleaner,
smokeless cooking atmo-

sphere for the users. Apart
from domestic use, these

"Chula” can also be used com-

mercially for economic activi-
ties for the making of
chanachur (hot gram) and
muri (puffed rice) and other
bakery and confectionery
products.

The project also intends to
explore the dissemination and
commercialisation of the im-

"*Chula”, through train-
ing the beneficiaries in pro-
duction and marketing of the
"Chulas” in their local areas.

Although no direct eco-

nomic benefits are expected
from the introduction of sc-

cial /consumption-oriented
in the form of wa-
ter su {Tara pump) or im-

proved "Chula” for domestic
cooking, certainly the users
will benefit indirectly in terms
of drudgery relief.

Relief from strain and
drudgery by the adoption of
the facilities s only a small
step, a beginning but in a
broader sense, a new begin-
ning of a life for many women
in rural area.
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Kurds in Iraq are re-

building their homes
and their lives following the
devastation wrought by Sa-
ddam Hussein's government.
Today in the Kurdish areas of
northern Iraq piles of rubble
are all that are of 3,000 vil-
lages destroyed by the lragi
government in a campaign to
rescitle the people in collec-
tive towns and eradicate the
Kurdish opposition.

Subject to attack over the
last three decades, most rural
arcas of Iragi Kurdistan have
been laid waste, part of a sys-
tematic operation with in-
cluded pouring concrete into
water springs and burning
crops and fruft trees.

RICK - by

In the wake of the Gulf War,

and following the retreat of the
Iragi forces, a group of dedi-
cated Kurdish , @ar-
chitects and agriculturalists
took on the daunting task of
rebuilding Kurdistan.

In Many 1991 they formed
a non- mental, non-pro-
fit making body, the Kurdistan
Reconstruction Organisation
(KRO), and set to work to

rebuild the villages, agricul-
tural systems and

services, :

As one engineer put it: "Our
plan was to help the re-
turntnnmuﬂafmll-
ciency, but we were starting
from zero.”

alifes. But most ended up
camped oul or squatting
around the towns. Our first
task was providing temporary
shelter and food.”

In order to deal with this
problemm KRO helped interna-
tional aid agencies distribute
food, clothing and tents for
those in need, a job made all
the more difficult last winter
by heavy snow.

Yet it is their efforts to re-
build the houses, schools,
ronds and bridges that their
work stands out. A tour around
Kurdistan today reveals villages
rising up out of the devasta-

tion.

In the village of Bawarke
engineer Abdul Aziz
what were { to do:
"We are building three-room
houses for cach family and a
school for each village. Those
families with the man
receive the materials buiid
their houses themselves.”

The intention is to
water supply systems to most
villages and to install electric-
Mn:mtﬂrl and medical

in some of the larger

ones. To date KRO claims to
have built nearly 2,000 houses
and numerous schools.

Brick by Brick the Kurds Rebuild

Their Lives
by Julian Gearing from Iraq _

The Iraqi Kurds face a double blockade: the West's
Baghdad's efforts to prevent food,

on Iraq, and

embargo
fuel and other supplies from reachi

Kurdish areas. Now, the Kurdistan Reconstruction Organisation, a
making body, is rebuilding roads, schools and hospitals. A Gemini News Service
correspondent visited northern Iraq to see what they have achieved in the face

of many difficulties.

Although they rely on for-
eign governments and nop-
rmmental organisations for
funds, the surveying, planning
and execution of the projects
are carried out by the Kurds
themselves with minimal in-
terference from outsiders.

One of the main groups to
benefit from KRO efforts are
the thousands of widows
whose husbands were allegedly
murdered by the government.
In the mountain village of
Barzan one group of widows
with their children were living

a

in tents as workers built them
new houses. .

Previously banished to a
collective town on the plains
they had returned to try to
grow enough food to live on. As
a start, small végetable plots
provided fresh produced to
supplement supplies of flour
and rice they had received
from the World Food
Programme,

For the women one notice-
able improvement was the in-
stallation of pumped ‘water
supplies for several of the vil-
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Iraqg Kurdistan

lages. This will reduce their
work load as they will not have
to walk far for water,” said
Abdul Ariz.

In many areas of Iragi
Kurdistan, es y in the
hills, the fields and orchards
have been left unworked for
years. Yet with the freedom to
return to their land many -
ple have begun tilling I‘.l.'tl:;l
Some have been helped by
KRO with the loan of tractors
and the supply of basic tools,
seed and fertiliser.

Supply routes are of crucial

 tration,

importance in the truec-
tion process. Years ol neglect
have left many arcas in the
hills difficult to reach. Roads
and bridges have been built,
using machinery aban-
doned by the Iraqi govern-
ment, to deliver supplies 1o
the areas in need.

However, although thc
speed and quality of workman-
ship is seemingly beyond
question, KRO inevitably has a
few critics, who have indicated
their concern about the alloca-
tion of resources. One foreign
aid worker wondered why
some areas were not receiving
help, citing neglect of the area
around Zakho in the north
west as an example.

A Kurdish journalist also
questioned why the large town
of Halabja — which received
huge publicity following the
death of 5,000 people in an
Iraqi chemical attack in 1988
— had yet to see a major at-
tempt at reconstruction.

Noori Shahbaz explained
KRO's intentions: "We try to
give priority to the villages that
have been destr more
than once by the Iraqi gov-
ernment, and to help the wid-
ows who have little means of

rt. We rebuild first in ar-
eas with land of cultivation and
good water sources.”

"Also there is the question
of access,” he pointed out.
"Some areas are remote and
need better roads before we
can bring in large 3uantltiu of
buflding materials.

The new Kurdish adminis-
installed in the
Kurdish parliament in Arbil
following local elections in
May, was cautious about what
could be achieved in the
present circumstances.

"There can be no proper
reconstruction without the
em on Irag being lifted,”
said Hussein Sinjari, from the
Ministry for Reconstruction
and Development. "There is a
double bloc
the international embargo on
Iraq, and Iraqi government's
clampdown preventing food,
fuel and other supplies from
reaching Kurdistan.”

Dr Salahadin Hafeed, the
Minister of Finance and the
Economy, stressed they had a

way to go. "Over 90 per
ln‘::nn{ of our agricultural base
has been destroyed and over
B0 per cent of the vllhfn. We
hope the internationa m-
munity will not forget us and
continue to fund our recon-
struction programme for one
or two years. Then we hope to
be self-sufficient.”

For now thousands of Kurds
fear the coming winter. Yet,
thanks to the hard work of
engineers, buflders and labou-
rers, many will at least have a
roof over their heads.

— Gemini News

l

on the Kurds:

|

|

Less People Means
Steady Development

by A Special Correspondent

Y mid-year, the world's
population clock will ti-
ck past the 5.5 billion

B

mark.

According to this year's
State of the World Population
Report, growth will begin to
case off at about 10 billlon by
2050 when the more fortunate
among today's teenagers will
be drawing their pension
c ;
But of much ter con-
cern today and for the future,
are the 1.1 billon people who

are al lving under ap-
palling circumstances. [li-
housed, poorly nourished, 1llit-

erate and condemned to
health and abbreviated Iifes-
pans, this is the group which
is growing fastest on a road to
social, economit and ecologi-
cal ruin.

With pulation growth
nudging the 97-milllon-a-year
mark, more than half of this
poverty bulge will be in South
Asia and Alrica. Over the next
35 ycars, population density in
Bangladesh will more than
double from B60 people per
square kilometre to 1,758 and
India will replace China as the
world's most populous nation.

The clock cannot be turned
back, but it can be slowed.

"India is nol one country,
but several,” states the report.
“The national experience is
the outcome of very diverse

the five northern states of Ra-
jasthan, Uttar Pradesh. Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa.
which hold a combined 40 per
cent of India's population. It

unlike

Women in Kerala,
their sisters in the north, have
a greater opportunity to go ©
school and are allowed to in-
herit land. The female literacy

rate is 66 per cemt — almost
double that of its nearest
northern rival, and when Ker-
ala's women marry, it is the
husband's family which pays
the because women
are to be an asset.
The payofl for the state and

trends at the level of individual
stalcs whose, vernments
control much of the policy and
spending in education health
and many other matters.”
UNFPA's report cites the
dramatic contrast between the
southern state of Kerala and

its inhabitants has been im-
mense. Kerala has the lowest
infant mortality rate in India.
And because families have con-
fidence in the survival of their
children, they are having fewer
of them.

Kerala's fertility rate is just

2.3 children per
lower than that of lreland, and
the of Thafland, China
and former Sowviet Union.
The Indian fertility average is

women, prmw tion growth
slowed and the quality of life
has improved. :
Thailand, with a heavy in-
vestment in education, health
and opportunities for women,
was able to reduce the average
number of children per woman
from 6.1 in 1965-70 to just 2.2

in 1987.
Infant mortality in Thailand
was at the level of Western Eu-

ropean countries in the 1960s.
Nine out of 10 women were
literate, and two-thirds of cou-
ples were using contraception.
An educated workforce gave a
firm basis for economic

growth, incomes grew 4.2
permhtlyurlnthe:g-m
span to 1989, and manufactur-

ing output soared by 10 per
cent a year,

Of the 82 countries studied
for the UNFPA the 41
with slower rates of population
growth managed to increase
income by an average 1.25 per
cent a year. The exact
applied to the 41 whese popu-
lation' growth was faster,

— Depthnews Asia

Long March to a Consumer

N a country where ‘consu-

mer’ was an unknown wo-

rd as late as ten years ago,
a massive campaign against
shoddy goods is sweeping the
Chinese who had earlier been
told it was patriotic to reuse,
palch, and make do with
whaltcver they had.

Consumcr  protection
groups have emerged in recent
years in response to an 1n-
creasing number of complaints
about shabbyproducts. Last
February, leading media organ-
isations and quality control
agencies launched the 'Long
March to Quality’ campaign.

Since then, daily TV re-
ports and newspaper columns
have listed names of guilty
products and manufacturers.
In early March, a huge bonlire
of low-quality goods was lit in
suburban Betjing.

The climax of the new
campaign was a live television
show on Mar. 15, International
Consumers' Day, during which
phone banks received hun-
dreds of calls from all over
China. -

Top officials, including min-
jstcrs, discussed the problem
of substandard goods and sym-

pathised with the callers.

Letters and phoned-in-com-
plaints were rcad on the air
and names of o com-
panies and products were
flashed onscreen.

One of the most notorious
substandard product has been
Shanghai-made shoes that only
last a couple of weeks. One
man complained his pair disin-
tegrated 200 meters beyond
the shop where he brought it

Numerous complaints about
the Shanghat shoes led to the
discovery that well-known
manufacturers fllegally sell
their trademarks to conmen.

Perhaps pressured by a
copyright law dispute with the
United States, several cases

involving trademark theft of
well-known foreign labels like
Lux soap, Levi's to radio
watches have been publicised.
But products that main and
kill because of their low quality
have consumers the
most. Last year, several chil-
dren died and more than
3,000 fell ill in Yunnan
province alter drug treatment
for intestinal parasites.
Exploding beer bottles and

_ caustic cosmetics have also in-

jured and scarred many buyers.

China has launched an-
other revolution — this
time to bring quality
consumer goods to its
1.2 billion people.
Deirdre Godfrey IPS

reports.

During the ‘Long March'’
call-in program, onc man
tearfully told of his younger
brother's death from an Anhui-
produced water heater — the
fifth death traceable to the
product.

Coal mixed with garbage has
cost the raflways an estimated
100 million dollars annually.
The use of fake pesticides on
the cotton crops in Hebei and
Shandong provinces have re-
sulted in damage worth several
millions of dollars.

China's consumer analysts
say substandard goods are to
be expected in a society that
switched from industry
to commodity production in
just 12 years. The rush to
duce consumer goods
overwhelmed the ability by the
authorities to have quality
control.

One city billed itself the
'‘Kingdom of Refrigerators’
after the number of re-
friegerator manufacturers in-

creased from eight to 70 .

Revolution

within a few years. More than
70 per cent of their products
later fafled quality control
tesis. : =

Even slate-rum stores have
becn guilty of selling substan-
dard goods. When ome such
slore discovered it had pur-
chased 30,000 counterfeit
'Flying Pigeon' bycycles — one
of China's top brands — it went
ahead and let buyers believe
they were pumhlllnf the real
thing. The. bikes [ell lfmrt-

within months, _
But the current media cam-

paign in producing dramatic
results. Shortly after the
brother of the Anhui heater
victim made his call, the Anhui
governor called in to announce
he was ﬂﬂn%ithe factory direc-
tor and shutting down the fac-
tory of the faulty heaters.

Halfl of the country's manu-
facturers of medicinal prod-
ucts have also been shut down
for failing to meet state stan-
dards due to lJax management
and poor facilitics. Dozens of
bottlers of fake medicine have
been arrested in Hunan

YO IO the ‘most Laiked-

about results of the current
campaign has been the re-
moval of the popular Qingdao
whiskey from the market after

160 per

low-quality product.
Since the telecast of

consumer campaign,

consumers from the country-
side have travelled to
China central TV station to tell
their own stories.



