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Dhaka, Monday, November 2, 1992

Protect Religious Freedom

In a shameful exhibition of religious intole-
rance and bigotry the Masjid complex of the
Ahmedia sect was set ablaze. Fifty persons were
injured including women and children and, most
importantly, copies of the Holy Quran were burnt.
According to the eyewitness report of this pa-
per's correspondent, the Masjid compound was
strewn with shreded leaves of the Holy Quran.
Bangladesh, in spite of severe economic and so-
cial problems, had set a remarkable example of
sectarian harmony and religious tolerance. Given
such a tradition of respect for 's faith,
last Thursday's attack on the Masjid of the
Ahmedia sect is a matter of serfous concern. This
newspaper condemns this exhibition of religious
intolerance In the strongest of terms and calls
upon the nation as a whole to guard against those
who take upon themselves the task of declaring
who is a Muslim and who is not.

The rather iIntriguing aspect of the attack was
that it was carried out without any sort of provo-
cation that usually precedes such outbursts.
Nothing had happened in the days before to war-
rant any attack on the peaceful and numerically
small Ahmedia sect. Conclusion that one is forced
to come to is that the attack was premeditated.
The question that naturally follows is, why? And
why now, at this very moment? The leaders of
the Ahmedia sect have given their own answers.
They have accused the Jamaat- i-Islam party and
its students’' wing the Islami Chhatra Shibir for
the attack. In a press conference held on
Saturday they have provided their own reasons
for the accusation. Government must examine the
evidence and carry out a thorough investigation
of the Thursday's incident and not only bring the
perpetrators this heinous crime to book, but
also expose to the public the people behind the
scene who may have been involved with organis-
ing the incident. This is our Constitutional obliga-
tion. We will be committing'a grievous mistake if
we fail to understand the long-term implication
of these events.

A type of religious bigotry is being imposed on
the people of Bangladesh which is contrary to the
tradition of tolerance and openness that has been
nurtured here over the centuries. Recently a
scholar was condemned to be hanged because of
expressing an opinion that was alleged to be not
so laudatory about the Muslims. The religion
taught to us by our Prophet has survived for the
last [ifteen hundred years through many turmoils
and adversities and has grown from strength to
strength. There is absolutely no reason for us to
fear any dissenting opinion that may be ex-
pressed. In fact the reason for Islam's meteoric
rise was essentially due fo its openness to, and
tolerance of, divergent views. For those ng us
who advocate death by hanging for holding and
cxpruﬂ views that are erent from the run
of the are advocating a brand of Islam that is
not the one taught to us by Prophet Mokammed
(SM). '

We would like to express our deep concern, in
no uncertain terms, at the rise of religious intol-
erance® expressed through these two recent
events. We must condemn these developments
and never forget for a moment that rise of such
trends will throttle freedom and independence
and stifle creative thinking, In freedom there will
always be some who may misuse it or use it 'in a
manner which is at odds with the majority. But
that is the beauty and the very soul of freedom.
And it is on that freedom that true democracy is
ultimately founded. So when today somebody
threatens the religious freedom of another —
however small that community may be— he or she
threatens freedom of us all.

Localised Anarchy

It was only kilometres awaKa from Barisal city,
the cleanest of towns in Ban{l desh now dazzling
with the goings on of the BM College centenary
celebrations. And it was only past mid-day at the
Kalashkathi Bazar. And again it was Saturday —
the haatbar, the weekly market day there. The
three hundred and odd shops were brimming
with the haatureys — the sellers and buyers. The
local branch of a bank was having the busiest day
of the week. Everything was so placidly reminis-
cent of S Wajed Ali's immortal piece

'‘Bharatbarsha.' Then something happened — and
in a few moments' time made the place so typical
of today's Bangladesh.

Some fifty gunmen threw a cordon around the
market place, exploded hundreds of crackers, to
begin with, following that up with reports of
blank rifle-shots by the score. en the resulting
panic has traumatised the whole human presence
there — they looted all the shops, slashed at and
beat up the less cm‘Fﬁraung ones and shot the
cashier of the bank. They made a clean sweep of
an important village haat — which is where all the
wealth of the vicinity piles in a heap. And they
went away triumphantly, bursting joyous volleys of
crackers. No one has been nabbed so far and so
much for the anti-terrorism ordinance's effec-
tiveness. The well-advised ordinance, cer-
tain to become reg law any moment now, has

failed as a measure of deterrence. And ff it
cannot deter, and remains only as a means
of harsh punishment, cursed is the soclety
that would accommodate such malaise
consumptive of whatever is healthy in the body
social

Terrorism very nake dares state power and
the authority of law. in finer ways it gobbles
up social norms and cultural values tradi-
tional mores. The exact on of terrorism
should be localised anarchy. N
Kalashkathi if it was not anarchy — unabashed,
::hm;:; unadulterated. W;c do not ttﬁhmm is

e 1L agency to go on the warpa an-
archies fg haats End specially and more fre-
quently on the Bay of Bengal. The harshest of laws
can only underscore the farce of the approach.
While police must go after the Kalashkathi cul-
prits, if this state is to be saved from serious un-
vlermining that is, social action must be mounted
te) make of the society a community of civilised
co -operating moral men and women bent on how
bes. ' to be useful to the vthers. .
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ing happened in -

Operation Push-back: The Bangladesh
T

HE debatle in the Par-

Oclober on the sffua-
tion arising out of Operation
Push-back India was signi-
ficant in many respects. The
debate focussed attention on
the basic (acts surrounding
this complex fssuc. It also
high-lighted the link between
Operation Push-back and the
Joint Communique issued after
our Prime Minister's Delht
visit in May this year. Sur-
prisingly, it was only aller the
Opposition drew attentiop to
this communique that the
nation had an opportunity to
take a close look at this
important document.

Predictably, the Parliament
was unambiguous in cxpressing
its opposition o India's at-
tempt to push-in to Bangla-
desh a large number of people
alleged to be our nationals.
Other than the lact thalt these
people speak Bangla as their
mother tongue, there is no
reason to belicve that they are
the citizens of this country. In
fact, arc Indian nalionals.
Many ol them posscss ration
cards and othcr evidence of
permanent residence in that
country such as inclusion in
the voters list. This high-
handed policy violates humani-
tartan principles as well as Lthe
norms of good ncighbourly
relations. It was only natural,
therefore, that the response
from both sides ol the House
was a rcjection of the Indian
policy.

Indian contention that a
large number of Bangladesh
nationals have infliltrated to
India is not ncew. In the late

- seventies, this beccame a major

issue between the two coun-
trics. In thosc days, the
Assamcse nationalists were al
the forefront in pressing this
issue. They were alraid that
the Bangla-speaking pcople
who had settled in Assam over

carly part of the summer
this year in UK, staying in
a town called Luton, once best
exampled as the location of the
British hat-making industry. At
present Luton is a medium-
sized town inhabited by some
2,50,000 people and it takes
only about 25 minutes to get
there by train from London's
Kings Cross Slatjon,
The period of my stay at

I spent the spring and the

J.monlurnudoutmh:atum

mosl opportune time, quite
uncxpec-tedly. Margaret That-
cher (now a Baroness) re-
signed after serving as the
British Conservative Party
Prime Minister for more than
11 years due to some difler-
ences within the Party on
some domestic and Common
Market {ssues. John Major
took over the leadership of the
Conservative Party and ame
Prime Minister. The General
Election was declared and was
held in April, 1992, Neil
Kinnock was the leader of the
Labour Party during the
Election. This event created
for me an exciting situation
and gave me the opportunity to
watch the British General
Election after several decades
— a most fa:-l:lnalinﬁ experi-
ence in a country which has
been the home of parliamen-
tary democracy and is famous
for its inventiveness and lead-
ership in modern technologi-
cal civilization which started
with the Industrial Revolution.
Incidentally, 1 stayed in the
USA during the last Presiden-
tial Election and watched the
electioncering process there
very carefully. This also was a
very stimulating experience for
me

During the period of elec-
tioneering, both parties pre-
sented their cases on the basis
of their respective pro-
grammes very able before the
British people. The poll fore-
casts were favourable for the
Labour . at times, rather
marginally; but eventually, it is
the Conservative Party which
returned to power, though

llament on 19 and 20

hundreds of s will out-
number them in ecertain bor-
der diatricts. However, Indian

- census figures did not support

this view. Thegse records
showed that the number of
Bangla-speaking lation in
Assam had ac ly decreased
in recent years. Natlurally
Bangladcesh took a firm stand
on Lhe issue and denied that
any Ban citizen had mi-
grated to India after the coun-
try eame into existence.

The Issue has been revived
by India recently in a big way,
this time reportedly under the
pressure of BJP. It 1s a part of
BJP's campaign to weaken the
so-called vote bank of the
Congress party. The campaign
is, therefore, ostensibly against
Bangla-speaking people but its
communal character is barely
concealed. It is Interesting
that the States most directly
involved such as West Bengal
arc not enthusiastic about this
inhumane policy. The sight of
gor Ba -speaking familics

ing pu around the bor-
der by the Indian Border
Sccurily Force is not exaclly
Nattering for the government
in Calcutia. Mr Jyoti Basu-is
rcported 1o have taken a mod-
crale position al the high-level
mectling convened by the
Indian llome Ministry on
Scptember 28 in Delh. He re-
quested the central govt. to
consider the problem against
its hislorical background. He
has also reported to have
urged them to take a humani-
tarian approach. His is not the
only voice in India which has
been raised against this policy.
But all this has been in vain.
Whether it is the BJP pressure
or somc other factor that is
unknown to us, the govt. of
India has decided to embarked
on this policy. What can possi-
bly be the reason for this in-
flexible attitude? Surely India
desires [riendly relations with

with a substantially reduced

majority. Many thought that it
was time for Labour but it did

not happen that way.
Dominant Issues

There were dommant is-
sues like investment, taxation,
education, environment, in-
come distribution, economic
growth and inflation, employ-
ment, unemployment, national
health insurance, housing and

so on. One reasonably familiar

with the philosophies of the
two main political parties in

Britain — the Conservative
Party and the Labour Party —
would realize that Conser-
vatism is inclined towards the
vested interests for economic
and social development,
whereas Labourism is inclined
towards the welflare of the
people as a whole for the same

. The Labour Party lost
the clection, but its achieve-
ment lay in the f[act that Neil
Kinnock's party increased
impressively the number of
scats in this election com-
pared with that in the previous
clection, whereas John Major's
party lost quite a number of
scats. It is interesting to note
that even Mr Chris Patten, the
then Chairmian of the Conser-
vative Party, lost his seat in the
election. He was su uently
sent away to Hongkong as its
Governor. -

Broad Strategies
Briefly put, the broad
strategies of the Conservative
Party have been the freedom of
free enterprises, low taxes and
less. . almost exactly
those followed b the
Republican Party of USA
during Ronald Regan's regime.
There is no Thatchérism or
Majorism about these strate-
gies which are the essential
elements of Conservatism. The
operation of these strategies in
both countries during the
regimes of Ronald Regan and
Thatcher demonstrated
that the small rich section of

the countries have become

. If so, how can 1t
unilaterally adopt such a pol-
icy? Alter studying the ques-
tion and reflecting on its his-
torical background, one cannot
escape Lhe conclusion that
India has not abruptly or sud-
denly adopted this push-back
policy. Indian leaders have
carefully prepared the ground
over a perfod of time belore
embarking on this operatioen.
In fact, there can be no doubt
that it is.the Joint Commu-
nique of 28 May signed by our
Prime Minister which is the
basis on which India has built
up its case for Operation
Push-back. To facilitate further
consideration of the qucstion,

let me reproduce the three
relevant paragraphs:

Para 11. Taking into ac-
count the problems being
caused due to large-scale ille-
gal immigration of people
across their borders, they [the
lwo Prime Ministers) ex-
pressed their determination to
stop illegal movement of peo-
plc across the border by all
possible means including the
strengthening of existing ar-
rangements and mutual coop-
cration in this regard.

Para 12. Both sides resolved
to take eflective measures in
order to maintain pcace and
tranquility all along the border
and to refrain from uniriendly
activity.

Para 13. The two Prime
Ministers agreed to arrange
speedy repatriation of all
Chakma refugees to Bangla-
desh in full safety and security.
In this context, the Bangladesh
side agreed to set up a
rcpresentative political-level
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commitice that would encou-
rage the re to return.
The Indian assured that
its authorities wouid cooperate
fully in the process of repa-
triation.

| invile the attention of the
rcaders to the fact that, ae-
cording lo para 11, the large-
scale illcgal immigration has
already taken place and there-
fore the two Prime Ministers
were mercly taking into ac-
count a falt accompli. The
Foreign Minister and others

who spoke for the government
in the debate in the Parllament
offered interpretations of para
11 of the Joint communique
which do not stand careful

» ®

scrutiny. A close look at the
three paragraphs will clearly
show that Para |1 does not
deal with the Chakma problem.
It is a separale issue and quite
correctly., it is dealt with in
para 13. In fact, para 12 is a
general paragraph which com-
letes the consideration of the
rder issue. Thus, there is no
logical link between para 11
and 13.

If Operation Push-back by
India is an “unfriendly activity”
then India can be certainly ac-
cused of violating both the let-
ler and spirit of para 12 of the
communique. But how does
India view the issuc? Would

India accept the allegation that °

it has committed an unfriendly
act by launching its campaign
for sending Bangla-speaking
people across the border? It
would be interesting to know
their position. It would be

clear to all those who have .

some [amillarity with the lan-
guage used in such commu:

POLLS AND PERSPECTIVES

The British General Election: Issues Involved

by M T Haq

A veleran economist and a former Industrial
Adviser to the United Nations, Dr Muhammad
Tujammal Haq had the opportunity to watch
the last British General election very closely.
He discusses his experiences, in a two-part
series, on the eve of the US Presidential polls.

tions have become poorer. The
US policies under President
George Bush also have been no
diffecrent from those under
President Ronald Reagan. It
may be that at least some ex-
planation for the present
world wide economic reces-
sion which has aflected these
two countries so badly, could
be found in this sort of laissez-
faire policies which were dis-
carded long ago. The
economists already warned the
world about the present long
recessfon, one of the main rea-
sons for this being
Protectionism.

The strategies of the pre-
sent Labour Party are also of
the nature of the three ele-
ments as mentioned above,
with ‘the difference that in
certain areas, there would be
less freedom of private enter-
prises, higher taxes and more
government control in the
public interests. The extent of
state control in economic and
social matters for optimum re-
sults is of course a matter
which is difficult to define and
determine precisely in prac-
tice and will depend on the
special characteristics of the

concerned activities or sec-

tors, but the techniques for
this purpose are to-day well-
developed for application by

the specialists.
Unemployment

Brief comments on only a
few election issues are in
order here. Let me first take
the case of unemployment. |
noticed that the Conservative
Party rarely mentioned it dur-
ing the electioneering period,

-anti-inllationary

was a dominant issue. The .

conscrvatives were satisfied by
giving the simple explanation
that the British economic re-
cession was part of a world
wide recession and unem-
ployment in Greal Brilain was
a part of it. While this may be
partly true, the British silua-
lion is particularly severe in
this respect. The Labour Party
of course considered unem-
ployment to be a dominant is-
sue as il should be. It must be
rccognized by the state that
uncmployment is one of the
worst possible economic and
social ecvils, because it creates
misery and misery generatcs
hatred, sooner or later, as it
was said by the competent ex-
poncnts of the concept of a
high and stable level of em-
ployment even before the end
of the Second World War
(1939-'45). Sir Willlam Beve-
ridge was one of them. The
bittermemories of the 1930s
were there in the minds of the
people. Beveridge's book Full
Employment in a Free Society
(1943) is well known.

Inflations
. A second eclection issue
which the Conservative Party
rightly highlighted was (ts
policy. There
is no doubt that this was a very
laudable policy; but this must
not be achieved at the cost of
employment and through de-
flationary measures to an unac-
ccptable extent. It is well-
known that both inflation and
dellation are bad, but of the

- two, the latter which is asso-

ciated with unacceptable levels
ol unemployment {s worse, as

niques that our Prime Minister
had accepted In para 1] the
indian contention that there
were, in fact, large number of
fllegal immigrants
in India. In one stroke, our
Prime Minister has undone a
policy which has been consis-
tently held by csh for
two decades. How she ac-
cept such a claim by Indta?
Does she possess any evi-
dence? When did such “large-
scale” emigration from Bangla-
desh take place?
Those who defended the
rmment in the debate re-
crred to the words “their ber-
ders” in para 1] and tried to
suggest that the illegal immi-
gitinn refers to movement in
th directions. Certainly the
language of para 11 suggests
this; but then one is justified
in asking: Where are the large-
scale immigrants from India?
Are there any camps of Indian
immigrants in ? No
one seems (o have about
them. The sad fact, one has to
accept with regret and much
concern, is that the Prime
Minister and those who ad-
vised her, committed a big
mistake in accepting an Indian
contention which has been
consistently denied by the

government of Bangladesh for
the last twenty years.

Reference was made to
some comments which the
Prime Minister reported
made to the press on her re-
turn from Delhi that there
were no Bangladesh nationals
in India. If this is what she re-
ally believed, why did she then
accept paragraph 11 in the
commu One can under-
stand that the Prime Minister
may have unwittingly taken
this contradictory position due
to lack of about the
historical context of this issue.
However it was surely the duty

Response
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venl such a serfous mistake.
Whether the inclusion of para
Il in the communique was a
conscious decision or a mis-
take, we have conceded a
point which is both untruc and
potentially dangcrous for
Bangladesh. It would be scen
that from the Indian point of
view Para 11 providcs the ra-
tionale for Operation Push-
back. The link between what
the Prime Minister had for-
mally conceded and what the
government of India is doing s
so obvious that she cannot
escape the responsibility cven
il the most indulgent view is
taken of her comymitment in
the communique. It is un-
doubtedly a diplomatic debacle
for Bangladesh.

It is quite clcar to all those
who desire durable peace in
the region and harmony be-
tween India and DBangladesh
and a [riendly border between
them that the question of mi-
gration between the (wo coun-
trics, Il re-opened at this time,
will unscitle settled issucs and
destabilize a situation which
has takcn scveral decades to
stabilize. Besides, it carrics
grave risks of reigniting com-
munal discord. Bangladesh
takes legittmate pride in hav-
ing maintained communal
pcace and harmony dcspite
many provocations [rom vari-
ous quariers. It - is a top na-
tional priority for this country
o maintain communal har-
mony as a prerequisile for
peace and progress. We have,
therefore, no viable option but
to resist the pressure that is
being put on us through the
so-called Operation Push-DBack.
I have no doubt Iin my mind
that the whole national will
stand united on this issue.

The writer is a J[ormer

Foreign Secretary of Bangla-
desh, who later served as the

of the Foreign Ministry to pre- Executive Secretary of ESCAP.

cated. | have not used any
statistics in this paper, but it
nceds to be stated that at pre-
scnt over 3 milion Britishers
are unemployed. This is a fig-
urc which is not publicly ac-
ccptable f[rom both economic
and social points of view. It is
predicted that unemployed
people in UK may rise over 4
million next year. Incidentally,
unemployment in USA at pre-
sent in 7.5 per cent, about 10
million people, and there is no
sign ol the recession weaken-
ing. It is rather deepening.

Apart [rom my earlier visits,
| have visited the USA and UK
scveral times particularly be-
tween 1984 and 1992. | have
obscrved that most commodi-
ties and scrvices needed by
the consumers in general are
so very expensive in UK.
Similar commoditics and ser-
viccs are much less expensive
in USA. Statistics will prove
what common observation sug-
gests. Some small inflation ac-
companied with a lower level
of unemployment is probably a
better option than dellation as-
sociated with such a high level
of unemployment as it is in the
UK at present.

Taxes

A third most controversial
issue was the poll tax question.
The old rate system was re-
placed by a poll tax undecr
which an annual tax was im-

sed on each resident in a
Eguu:. This tax varied consid-
crably locationwisc. The tax
became so unpopular eventu-
ally that it was one of the is-
sues on which Lady Thatcher,
had to step down and a deci-
sfon was taken to abolish the
system even before the eclee-
tion time, though with elfect
from the next year (1993).
This system has n very un-

' fair and pro-vested interests.

The tax was applicable to the
owner of a house as well as to
the residents or the tenants in
that house, on a per capita ba-
sis. The Labour Party ol course
has consistently opposed the
system. | have noticed that the

rently busy collecting this tax
still with rather ruthlessness.

Common Market
Anolher {ssue centred
round DBritain's position within

the Common Market. The
European Common Market in-
volving 12 countries has pro-
gressed so impressively and
successfully ever since it was
established. Experience has
shown that regional coopera-
tion in the economic, social
and technological flelds can go
a long ., as, the Common
Mnrkctwngcvclnpmcntl in
Western Europe and elsewhere
in the World have shown, but
there are pe limits to the
growth of such regional inte-

gralion in the sensec that some
member countrics may not go

to the extent of surrendering
their political and financial
sovereignty to a Supra-national
Authority, as the recent devel-
opments in some member
countries of the Community
have shown, in respect of the
ralification of the 'Masstricht
Treaty and of the European
Monetary system involving the
ERM in particular. The debates
during the General Election
showed the diflerences in this,
respect not only between the
two major polftical partics in
Britain, but also within the
Conscrvative Party itself.

l.ady Thatcher's views not
favouring this Treaty weighs
quite a lot and probably seems
to be the right course for fu-
ture action. The concept of a
United States of Western
Europe may not quite work out
in practice in all its political,
economic, social, cultural, fi-
nancial and military aspects.
Even close regional integration
of the Western European style
seems to have its limits.
Incidentally, in the light of this
experience, the top policy
makers and the negotiators of
the concerned countries
should not put their expecta-
tions too about the SAARC
type regional cooperation
which may be eflective, step by

step, only to a limited extent.
7_]_0 cnru:tudtdh tomor-
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‘Black-gold' of Cox's
Bazar

Sir, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia had formed a na-
tional commitiee on ‘black-

old’ of Cox's Bazar with

inister of Ener and
Mineral Resources Dr Kho-
ndkar Musharral Hussain as its
convener in August 1991. She
desired that a report on the
minerals of Cox's Bazar should
be submitted to her within one
month.

Our Minister of Energy and
Mineral Resources, however,
did not pay much attention to
Prime Minister's order. The
Mineral Minister and many
others made rough edges of
sarcasm and laughed at me on

-— e ——— - -
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my claim that huge deposits of
valuable minerals were avail-
able in Cox's Bazar.

At last the Mineral Minister

alongwith the Chairman of
Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission and the members
of the committee on Cox's
Bazar 'black-gold’ physically
visited and ins the dif-
ferent mineral deposits at
Cox's Bazar and Teknal on 27-
8-1992 and 28-8-1992 for the
first time. They were all taken
aback and became dumb
founded to sece the huge de-
posits of valuable minerals ly-
ing uncared for and unutflised
for decades together.

The Minister of Energy and
Mineral Resources is now
putting one unreasonable ar-

valuable minerals.

| would humbly request the
Prime Minister to kindly per-
sonally visit the mineral de-
posit sites in Cox's Bazar and
made a correct assessment of
our .mineral wealth in the

coastal areas.

[ would also request her to
send teams of MPs, both from
the treasury and the opposi-
tion benches, mineral experts,
scientists, logists, delega-
tions from different chambers
of commerce and industries
and journalists to the sites and
scck their opinion, views, and
suggestions for the develop-
ment exploitation, industrial
and commercial utilisation of
the millions of tons of valuable

minerals like Zircon, Rutle,
limenite, Leucoxene, Kyanite,
Garnet, Magnetite and
Monazite ete.

O H Kabir

Dhaka- 1203

Sir, SAARC member India
has allegedly “captured” a
picce of Bangladesh landmass
when the promotion of their
"neighbourliness” Is underway
and the ramificatians of Gull
War have still kept all experts
at bay.

A candidate for supcrpower
position, NAM pioneer India is
undoubtedly majestic in the
new world order that has
causcd worries latcly to her
neighbours as much as a con-
cern to the peace-loving earth-
lings who anticipale her ex-
pansionism in the near luture.

If such an aggressive move
from anywhere can materialize
any blue-print as casily as that,
then all the weak states must
have strong reasons to work
out dependable strategies
against any uncxpected assault
especially [rom a hegemonic
superpower or [rom an ally
even

As history suggests, one or

the civilisation altogether.

From the lessons of recent
historic showdowns over
Korea, Vietnam, Falkland
Island, Kuwait, Alghanistan,
and Yugoslavia, the normal-
bound ples have learnt how
to stand up for what {s just.

The global community has
also repecatedly condemned
unjust occupation of alien
property. The Iragq-Kuwait
allair exemplifics the terri-
torial integrity of a sovercign
state, regardless ol physical or
economic status, as endorsed
by the UN charter.

Now what SAARC pfoncer
Bangladesh is up against is a
precarious situation impelling
her to a number of choices
that include offensive bilateral
diplomacy before taking defen-
sive position at the world
assembly or mancuvering with
the international statutes.

M Raliman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

richer and the large poor sec- whercas for Lthe Labour Party it late Lord Keynes himselfl indi- authoritics concerned are cur- o)
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| addressed to the Editor and Iegibly written or typzd commercial utilisation of Lhe confrontation humanily and can even destroy

ing a large number of missions
abroad with a huge foreign ex-
change cost. But commensu-
rate benefit is very little. Many
of the missions are redundant.
There is hardly "any need to
maintain missions in places
where we have little commer-
cial and political intcrests.

With a little 1§ ation and
planning huge amount of valu-
able foreign exchange can be
saved, What may be at stake s
promotion prospect of foreign
service officers. But they
should keep it in mind that
among all the cadre services
their promotion prospect s
maximum. Hence | » t
that the Parliamentary Com-
mittce on Foreign Ministry
should go into the matter and
recommend to the Govern-
ment which of the missions
should be abolished.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantorvmend



