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Due to lack of space our
regular feature Dhaka
Day by Day has been
held over for today
(Monday)

NEWS BRIEFS

President assents
to four more bills

The President has assented
to four more bills passed by
the Jatlya Sangsad in its cur-
rent session, an official press
release said yesterday.

The bills are the Mines and
Minerals (regulation and de-
w:lnpm:nt] bill, 1992, The
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank
(amendment) Bill, 1992, The
Public Examinations ([offences
amendment) Bill, 1992, and
The Code of Criminal Proce-
dure [second amendment) Bill,
1992, reports BSS.

Discussion on

Push-in tomorrow

A discussion on "Push-in of
India and violation of Human
Rights”, organised by the
Centre for Human Rights and
Third World Affairs, will be
held at the Jatiya Press Club
auditorium tomorrow, reports
BSS.

Youth fair at
Shishu Academy

A four-day 'Juba Mela’
(youth fair) began at the Shishu
Academy compound yesterday
on the occasion of National
Youth Day. Social Welfare and
Women Affairs Minister
Tariqul Islam inaugurated the
fair as the chiefl guest, reports
BSS.

EUCSU polls
Nov 26

Detafled poll rules will be
announced soon for holding
Engineering University Central
Students Union (EUCSU) and
hall wunion elections on
November 26, Student Welfare
Director of BUET Dr Ainun
Nishat on Thursday announced
the election date in accor-
dance with Section 33 of the
EUCSU Ordinance and Section
42 of the Hall
Ordinance, reports UNB.

Heroin seized:
Two arrested

Narcotics officials arrested
two persons and recovered 50
grams of heroin [rom their
possession in Satmasfid Road
area here yesterday. Acting on
a tip, a special team of the de-
partment raided the area and

Michael Das and Md
All red handed along
"H:II the heroin, said a-press

release, reports UNB.

Union*

Effectivc for 2 years

Parliament last night passed

 the controversial anti-terror-

for a further period.

The amendments, all
ved by the Treasury benchers
including the Home Minister
himself, included dropping of
the provision for the appellate
tribunal. The convicts in the
special tribunal will have right
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to challenge the verdict in the
High Court.

The new law that had cau-
sed a clamour in and outside
the Jatiya Sangsad provides for

penalty ranging from a mini-
mum “five-year imprisonment

to capital punishment for te-
rroristic o s as defined in
the bill.

The amendments, ostensi-
bly prompted by the strong
criticism from opponents, said
that the tribunal judges would
be appointed by the Chiel
Justice instead of the Govern-
ment and the prosecution te-
am should be led by an officer
not below the rank of Inspec-
tor of police instead of the
Sub-Inspector as proposed in

Star Report

the bill's original version.

The High Court Division of
the Supreme Court, according
to an amendment, must con-
firm a death sentence by a
special tribunal.

Under the law, special tri-
bunal would be set up in each
district headed by the Sessions
Judge or Additional Sessions
Judge.

Another amendment, pro-
posed by the Home Minister at
the fag end of the two-hour
time devoted to the passage of
the bill, said that a person un-
duly affected by the verdict of
the special tribunadl would get
compensation after a review by
the High Court.

Almost all the MPs of the

Treasury Bench including the
Leader of the House Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
were present in the House
throughout yesterday's session
that began at 6.45 in the
evening with Speaker Shaikh
Razzak All in the chair.
After doing some other leg-
islative business including the
of the Ta-
rifl Commission Bill, the House
took up the much talked-about
bill at 8.45 pm and passed it at

10.50 pm through voice vote.
The Jamaat-e-Islami MPs

led by their leader Matiur Rah-
man Nizami walked out of the
House as soon as Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury finished his speech
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rejecting their plea to elicit
public opinion before consid-
eration.

"We don't want to be a party
to the passage of this black
law”, Nizami told the House
before leaving,

The Jamaat MPs were fol-
lowed by the lone member of
the Islami Oikya Jote, Alhaj
Moulana Obaidul Huq.

The other opposition gro-
ups — the Awami League, the
Communist Party of Bangla-
desh, Ganatantri Party, the
Jatiya Party, the National Awa-
mi Party and the Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal — had been boyco-
tting the proceedings of parlia-
ment since Tuesday night
when they walked out protes-
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ting the move to introduce the
bill they termed blackest in
history.
Arguing in favour of their
proposal for eliefting public
opinion, the Jamaat MPs said
the existing laws, if necessary
incorporating certain changes
through consensus, were
enough to deal with the of-
fences mentioned in the bill.
"Proper application of the
laws like the Penal Code, the
Arms Act, the Anti-corruption
Act is enough,” said Matiur
Rahman Nizami, "appealing to
the conscience of the Treasury
Bench” to withdraw the bill.
"Some amendments to the
Special Powers Act, Criminal
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Shﬁkh Hasina addressing public meeting at Bangabandhu

Avenua In city yesterday.
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Bill illegal, says Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina
Sunday demanded that the
government withdraw the con-
troversial anti-terrorism bill
branding it "unconstitutional
and against human rights.”

Speaking at a tripartite op-
position ly yesterday after-
noon at Bangabandhu Avenue
hours before the House passed
the bill, Hasina also called for a
greater opposition unity to re-
sist- the government move to
get the bill passed.

A namber ol other central
Awami leaders, Suranjit Sen-
gupta of Ganatantrli Party and
Shahjahan Straj of the Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal WSD) also
addressed the meeting pre-
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5 feared killed in Pak

train accident

SUKKUR (Pakistan), Nov 1:

A train packed with sleeping
passengers slammed into a

reports -

.. Details of the pre-dawn ac-
cident about 120 kilometres
(72 miles) north of the inte-
rior city of Sukkur were
sketchy, said the officials, who
spoke on condition of

Earlier, officials said they

expected the toll of dead and

to reach 150, but later

they revised the figure to

nearer 75, including ut 15
killed.

The government of south-

- inquiry into the crash.

Pakistan's state-run new§
agency said authorities sus-
pended the assistant station
master at the tiny railway stop
of Reti where the accident oc-
curred after he fled the scene.

It wasn't immediately known -

why he fled.

Initial investigations
showed that an erroneous sig-
nal may have sent the passen-
ger train barreling down the
track blocked by the parked
freight train, officials said.

Railway officials said they
did not know how many pas-
sengers were on board the
15-car express train. They said
the first two cars were re-
duced to twisted metal.

- by accidents, prompting

many of them awakened by the
sound ef churning metal, ran
to the site with blankets, .ban-
dages and a collection
of medical supplies.

About 400 soldiers helped
ambulance workers pull dead
and wounded from the wreck-
age, said Abdul Chishti, an
army spokesman.

Pakistan's antiquated rail-
way system has been plagued
calls
by lawmakers and other offi-
cials for the railways to be re-
vamped and modernised.

The rail systemn was devel-
oped by the British before the
subcontinent was partitioried
in 1947. Many Pakistanis say it
has not been properly main-

Opposition to
decide next
course of
action today

Opposition parties boy-
cotting parliament will sit to-
day (Monday] to decide their
next course of action after the

unilateral of the Anti-
terrorism Bill last night, re-
ports UNB.

"We'll sit to decide future
course of action,” said Oppo-
sition Chief Whip Mohammad
Nasim.

Jatiya Party leader Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury also said
they would meet today to take
stock of the situation and take
final decision.

"As per our previous deci-
sion, we'll not go back to the
louse until the law is re-
voked,” he said talking to UNB

See Page 12 Col 6

PM urges youth community

Build nation with

whatever we have

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia yesterday stressed the
need for utilisation of the
country's vast youth foree in
development activities, reports
BSS,

Inaugurating the National
Youth Day-92 at a colourful
function at the Osmani
Memorial Auditorium here, the
Prime Minister called for tak-
ing a pledge anew with the
spirit of patriotism, unity, dis-
cipline, hard labour and hon-

esty to establish Bangladesh as
a nation of selfl-respecting

people.
On her arrival at the Osmani

Uddyan premises she was
greeted by colourfully dressed
representatives of different ju-
venile organisations. She also
hoisted the national flag and
departmental flag marking the
occasion.

Begum Zia lauded the role
of the youth in the historic
Language Movement, War of
Independence and struggle for
restoration of

She recalled the role of
shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman in mobilising the
youth forces for their produc-
tive utilisation by creating a
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ern Sind province drdered an Witnesses said villagers, tained. yesterday. — Star TV Phgtg
Bangladesh utilising aid | AJM workers _Press Note_ 50.hurt, 56 more held
' clash: 35 Govt won't change
eﬂ’ectlvely Lankester ' new SSC School students

the government,

Lankester at the press confe-

rence. — Star photo

The visiting Permanent Se-
cretary of the British Overseas
Development Administration
(ODA) yesterday lauded the
success achieved by Bangla-
desh in macro-economic ma-
nagement, reports BSS.

Process is also being made
in the field of various eco-
nomic reforms undertaken by
Lankester
told a press conference in city.

He said that the British as-
sistance was utilised by
Bangladesh 'quite effectively'.

He, however, added that
there is much to do about im-
plementing government poli-
cies am:l development pro-

mes."

Welcoming the democratic
change in Bangladesh, Lan-

kester said good government
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injured
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 1: The
ro-government workers of
Adamjee Jute Mills (AJM)
fought a series of armed battles
against their pro-Awami
League rivals here today.
At least 35 persons,
with bullets, were injured.
Witnesses reported that the
AJM workers belonging to pro-
BNP Kashem group and the
AlL-backed Rehan group
blasted about 500 crackers and
fired over 200 gunshots d
the clashes. Police fired only
four to five rounds of gunshots
in the air and lobbed eight to
ten teargas shells, they added.
Seven of the critically
wounded persons were rushed
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital ([DMCH). Those ad-
See Page 12 Col 6
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exam system

The government yesterday
made ‘it clear that it had no.
plan to cancel objective-type
question papers for SSC exam-
inations, reports UNB.

A press note issued yester-
day said the system for objec-

- tive-type questions had been

introduced after extensive re-
view and study by experts and
educationists.

"The objective-type ques-
tions in examination will cer-
tainly remain unchanged,"” the
press note said underlining
that the system is being intro-
duced in greater interest of
the country
prove the standard of SSC ex-
amination. .h"

The government how-
ever, brought about some

See Page 12 Col 6

as well as to im-

continue protests

By Staff Correspondent

School students in Dhaka
and elsewhere in the country
Sunday continued their
demonstrations against the
new marking
Secondary School Certificate
(SSC) Examinations.

Over 50 students were in-
jured and 56 others taken to

custody when went on
action on the students
in Dhaka, Gazipur and
Faridpur. .

Police fired nshots,
lobbed tear gas and re-
sorted to baton while
the students dozens

of vehicles, exploded crackers

system in the

;nd hurled stones at the po-
0E,

During the demonstrations,
Tongi-Joydevpur Highway re-
mained closed to traffic for
four hours yesterday.

The students demonstrated
against the decision that each
SSC examinee would have to
obtain pass marks separately in
both objective and broad ques-
tions from the next session.

In Dhaka, the agitating stu-
dents took to streets at
Mirpur, Topkhana, Segunbagi-
cha, Malibagh and Dhanmondi.

Mirpur police arrested 28
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Bush looks weary as Clinton widens lead further

WASHINGTON, Nov
Democrat Bill Clinton hau
widened his lead to seven
points over President George
Bush, according to the latest
CNN /USA Today/gallup poll
today on the US presidential
race, reports Reuter.

With just two days to go to
election day, the poll of 1,600
likely voters put Clinton at 43
per cent, Bush at 36 per cent
and independent Ross Perot at
15 per cent, The margin of er-
ror was plus or minus three

points. E

On Saturday, the same poll
had Clinton at 42 per cent,
Bush at 39 per cent and Perot
at 14 per cent.

An ABC news poll released
on Saturday had Clinton at 41
per cent, Bush with 38 per
cent and Perot with 18 per
cent.

But a New York Times
/CBS poll published today
showed Clinton with 43 per
cent of the backing of those
surveyed, while Bush got 34
per cent and findependent

candidate Ross Perot garnered

15 per cent.

And a new Washington Post
survey of the state-by-state
vote — the critical tally in the
indirect US election system —
showed Clinton with a clear
edge in 16 states and the dis-
trict of Columbia that can pro-
vide all but 43 of the 270 elec-
toral votes needed for victory

it also gave him a slight
edge or better in another 15
states with 112 electoral votes,
but the Post pointed out that if
Perot supporters move to Bush
or Clinton on electionday at

least 25 states appear close
enough to shift sides.

AP adds: President Bush on
Sunday predicted victory with
the election just two days
away, saying polls showing Bill
Clinton leading are 'out of
whack. "

Bush, looking and sounding
weary at the end of an intense
fall campaign, also voiced irri-
tation with continuing ques-
tions about his knowledge of
the Iran-Contra affair.

"The headlines don't help
but | don't think people bes

lieve this,” Bush said in a live
televised interview on CNN,
referring to stories question-
ing his truthfulness on his in-
volvement in the arms-for-
hostages deal.

"1 still feel very confident of
victory because | believe the
pells have just been totally out
of whack, " Bush said. .

Democratie nominee
Clinton selected the ecritical

swing state of New Jersey for
the las r event of his
Democratic presidential cam-

paign, a rally Sunday night
scheduled to mix politics and
entertainment. Singer Barbara
Streisand planned a rare pub-
lic performance there on
Clinton's behalf.

Maverick candidate Ross
Perot was in Missouri, sup-
plementing his infrequent
personal campaigni pour-
ing fresh millions Into un-
precedented advertising cam-
paign. Aides said he had pur-
chased 3 1/2 hours of network

time for Sunday and Monday.
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: Right to appeal in HC : Compensation if unduly affected by tribunal verdict| MCCI, BCCI

JS passes anti- terrorism bill

sign MOU
for nvesment
promotion

Staff Correspondent
The Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) and the visiting Bengal
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (BCCl) Sunday signed
a Memorandum of Unders-
tanding (MOU) aimed at
exchanging information on
trade and investment betweer?

and India.

MOU - signed by M

Morshed Khan, president of
the MCC] and K Kurien.

president of the BCCL
Earlier, Morshed Khan

while we the BCCI

delegation, viewed that pre-

sent trade patierm between

Bangladesh and India was

‘quite disconcerting”. A long

See Page 12 Col 3

CPB opposes
continuous
JS boycott

By Staff Correspondent

The Communist Party of
Bangladesh(CPB) has ;:rppued
continuous boycott of Jatiya
Sangsad (Parliament) Imgﬂ
by opposition saying “this kind
of action will hinder continua-
tion of parllamentary system.”

The party leaders at a press
mrﬁcrn‘tﬂ: S noon said
that the MPs belonging to CPB
were abstaining [rom attending
Lthe session considering the
greater interest of opposition
unity. "We will continue our

Sece Page 12 Col 7

'Provisions of
anti-terrorism
bill will curb
. democracy’
By JU Correspondent

Dr Kamal Hossain Sunday
said that provisions of the anti-
terrorism bill Tuld curb the
independence of judiciary and
hinder the democratic process
of the country.

He told this at a seminar at
Jahangirnagar University at-
tended by Leader of the
House Prof A § M Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Minister for Fo-
restry, Environment and Li-
vestocks Abdullah Al Noman,
Chairman eof Grants
Commission (UGC) Prof Sham-
sul Hoque, former Education
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Bus dacoity in
N'ganj: Tk 6
lakh looted

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 1:
Dacoits looted Taka six lakhs
from 25 cloth traders aboard a
Baburhat-bound bus here this
morning.

The dacoits numbering
about a dozen shot and injured
one of the traders named
Mukul Pal, 40.

The infuriated businessmen
and the passengers of the bus
later mercilessly beat up the
driver Abdul Hye suspecting
hand in the dacoity.

According to witnesses, the
dacoits stopped the bus at
Pathantoli on the Narayanganj-

Demra Highway at about 5.45
nm shot Mukul Pal en

the leg to frighten the passe

gers. They then looted Taka ﬂ
lakhs from 25 s who
were going to buy cloth from
Baburhat Bazar at Narsingdi.

The dacoits managed to get
down from the bus (Dhaka Ba-
566) near Moonlight cinema
hall. The assistant of the driver
fled after the incident. .

Emajuddin made
acting DU VC

The President and Chance-
llor has appointed Prof Emaj-
uddin Ahmed the acting Vice-
Chaneellor of Dhaka University
on temporary basis to dis-
charge the duties of the Vice-
Chancellor, it was officially
announced here yesterday,
reports BSS.

Dr Emajuddin Ahmed, who
is the Chairmman and Professor
of the nt of Political
Science and former Pro-Vice-
Chancellor of the tiniversity,
took over the office of Vice-
Chancellor yesterday.

Earlier, Prof M Maniruzza-
man Miah from the
office of the Viee-Chancellor of

the univerpity. He has been
appointed the country's am-

bassador to Senegal.



